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P R E F A C E .  

HE general outlines of the subsequent pages were originally 

compiled in an official Report of a journey performed'in 181% 

and submitted to the Right Honourable the Governor-general in 
Council, for the information of the Supreme British Government of 

India, under whose immediate auspices the service was undertaken. 

I have since been enabled to add many particulars of a geographical 

and statistical nature to the contents of that Report ; but, as the use 

for which it was in the first instance &awn up, necessarily excluded 

the detailed insertion of the anecdotes and relations that are corn- 

prised in this volume, it has, on a revision, appeared to me advisable 

to separate them from the former in the shape of a diary; and, 
accordingly, I have studied to include in the First Part of it such 

incidents as I thought curious or amusing, without subjecting myself 

to being charged with prolixity ; while the Second Part contains the 

sum of my inquiries on the geography and statistics of Beloochiatan 

and Sinde. The line bas, however, been di$cult to draw, and to 
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some of my readers, on a transient pe&sal, a few of the descriptions 

in the narrative will probably appear trifling ; but, at the same time, 

I conceive they may be deemed very interesting, as of countries 

utterly unknown to Europeans, of whose people, governments 
and customs no records are extant since the time of Alexander the 

Great. 

This last consideration, seconded by the solicitations of several 

esteemed friends, has alone induced me to appear before the public 
as an author ; but, in adopting that resolution, as I disclaim all 

attempt at learned research or classical precision in the composition 
of my pages ; I trust, in an equal degree, to the indulgence of the 
readers of this volume for any part of it that rnay be found unsatis- 

factory in matter, or deficient in style. The disguise in which I 
chiefly tiavelled, and the avowed indifference that that circumstance 

obliged me to assume, on the generality of subjects, together with 

the utter impossibility of taking detailed notes, will account for 

some omissions in the Second Part, that I have not been able to 

ascertain to my satisfaction since my return to India It is also 

proper to observe, that a few of the geographical and statistical 

facts inserted in my account of Beloochistan, have already appeared 

in print in a summary shape in the valuable geographical memoir of 

the Persian Empire, published last year by Lieutenant ~acdons ld  

Kinneir, who had, for that'purpose, access to the official documents 

forwarded to the East India House from Bengal ; but as I have been 

enabled, by personal observation and very recent inquiry, not only 

to confirm their authenticity, but considerably enlarge them, I 
consequently omit no portion of them, and have merely thought it 

requisite to advert to tgat work in order to account for the coin- 
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cidence that will appear with it in some p k  of thb, bo& in 
language and matter. 

Conscious aa I am of the field for classical diaqvisition and 
jecture, which I have journeyed over, I must here observe, that 
such topim are in direct opposition to 'the plan on which I have 

ventured to publish my travels; and also demand a much more 

intimate knowledge of the ancient state of the countries in ques- 

tion than I possess, and therefore, I have avoided entering into 

digrc~sions upon them at any length, or adducing comparisons, 
unless they struck me to be so obvious aa to require little comment 

I have now, to perform the gratifying, though melancholy duty, 

of acknowledging the use I have made in this volume of the original 

Notes of my lamented fiend and fellow traveller, the late Gptrin 
Charles Christie, of the Bombay Native Infmtry, a man eminently 

gifted with d l  the feelings that could adorn a gentleman, a soldier, 

a scholar, a relation, or a friend. I have likewise to avow my 

thanks to Captain William W e l d ,  of the Bombay Marine, for 

his ready acquiescence in my availing myself of his official com- 

munications on the province of Sinde. To another gentlenun, 

whose name I have taken an opportunity of stating in the body of 

the work, I f d  under such manifold obligations for his advice and 
opinions in the course of the compilation of it, that I shall n d  

attempt to e x p m  them. To Captain Robert Close, first mistant 

to the resident at Poonah, I unnot omit to offer my thanks for the 
various kind suggestions he haa favoured me with, on sub* rlso 
included in this volume. In conclusion, I have to dd, that I un 
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indebted to the perusal of a report on the province of Sinde, drawn 
up by Henry Ellis, E s ~ . ,  M. P. (first assistant to the envoy to that 
Court in 1809,) for some particulars relative to the revenues and 
population of the country at that period. 



NOTICE REGARDING THE MAP. 

WITH respect to the construction of the map a very FR words 
will muffice. The journey which I performed in 1810 furnished me 
with the grounds of my recent inquiries on Beloochistan, and the 
circumstance of my having accompanied the envoy to the court of 
Sinde in 1810, with the basis of those on that province. The 
routes of Captains Grant and Christie, as well as my own, are laid 
down from original papers, except that the positions at which they 
commenced and terminated having been, before or-since, rscertrined 
by means of observations, I have adopted their actual latitudes and 
longitudes. The native routes have been collected and compared 
with the most scrupulous care. Each province was, in the first in- 
stance, exclusively the object of my inquiry, and when I had wisfied 
myself on it, or was unable to obtain further information, I pro- 
ceeded to another, and eventnally embodied the whole. Of some 
of them I have proj-ed six or seven different maps, and the method 
I finally resorted to to prove their correctnrss was, to'cxplain the 
points of the compass to natives of puticular districts, ahcw them 
any stationary town or village, and desire to be informed. where 
other towns of the m e  district lay. lt'henever two of my infonn- 
ants disagreed, and I had an opportunity of doing so, I confronted 
hem, and if they could not dcn~o~rstrate on which part the error 
lay, I suspended my judgment until I could find other people who 
were acquainted with the disputed lwint On oome important p k  
I have had the combined testimony of upwuds of one hundred 
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natives, the medium of which I have adhered to, and I have shewn 
my map to a man who had been in the habit of travelling in Sinde, 
and the province of Kutch Gundava, who, &er he had had the 
situation of Hyderabad, the &pita1 of the former province, explained 
to him, pointed out every place that was mentioned with astonish- 
ing precision. The river Indus has engaged my most particular 
attention, and I venture to pronounce it to be altogether as free fiom 
error as any thing of the kind can possibly be without actual survey. 
A portion of it haa been ascertained by the latter method, by Captain 
M d e l d ,  of the Bombay Marine, and as I found my native accounts 
to correspond with what he had fixed, and I had myself seen ; it 
was a satisfactory testimony towards the general reliance to be placed 
on it all. My geographical and historical account of the Persian 
province of Kirman is partly derived fiom Persian manuscripts, 
partly &om oral inquiries, and partly fiom my own route through it. 



PART THE FIRST. 

N A R R A T I V E  

OF 

A JOURNEY 

THBOU OH 

BELOOCHISTAN, AND A PART OF PERSIA, 

PARTLY PERFORMED IN THE DISGUISE OF A MOOSULblAN PILGRIM, 

ANECDOTES AND DESCRIPTIONS 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE MANNERS AND HABITS OF THE NATIVES, 

WITH THEIR DIVISIONS INTO TRIBES, &c. kc. 





FRENCH VIEWS ON INDIA. - EMBASSY T O  PERSIA. - EMISSARIES. - BRIGADIER- 
GENERAL MALCOLM AND SIR HARFORD JONES DEPUTED T O  TEHERAN. -THE 

LATTER WHY SENT. - GENERAL M-~LCOLM'S INSTRUCTIONS. - RECAL OF HIS 
EMBASSY. - RE-APPOINTMENT. - OBJECT I N  VIEW. - CAPTAIN CHRISTIE AND 

T H E  AUTHOR VOLUNTEER THEIR SERVICES. - ACCEPTED. - INSTRUCTIONS 

AND ARRANGEMENTS. - OBSTACLES CONSIDERED AND ANTICIPATED. - 
ACCREDITED AS AGENTS OF A NATIVE HORSE DEALER. -HOW PROVIDED. 

I N the course of the years 180'7 and 1808, the long professed hostile 
schemes of Buonaparte became so conspicuously active and de- 

cided, with regard to British India, that our Governments, both at 
home and abroad, judged it indispensably necessary, to take steps to 
counteract those efforts. At the close of the former year, an embas- 
sador fiom France had been received with distinguished marks of 
friendship and attention, at the Persian court ; and the emissaries 
of that nation were diligently employed in the acquisition of all 
such local information, as could, in any way, tend to secure the . 
ultimate success of the object in view. 

In the' month of February 1808, Brigadier-General Malcolm was 
accordingly deputed as envoy to the Persian monarch, by the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General of India * ; and about the same 
period, Sir Harford Jones was dispatched fiom England, in a similar 
character, furnished with credentials, bearing the sanction of His 
Majesty's name ; ameasure adopted, to afford him, in his nego- 

The Earl of Minto. 
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tiations with the ruler of the Persian empire, a weight and dignity 
to which the representative of a secondary government, however 
distinguished and exalted, could not be supposed to have pre- 
tensions. 

The instructions with which General Malcolm was provided by 
the Bengal Government, ~ointed out to him, in general terms, the 
advantages to be anticipated, from making every possible exertion 
to ascertain the nature and resources of those countries, through 
which an invading European army might advance towards Hin- 
doostan; and likcwise sanctioned his employing, in the capacity of 

assistants, or surveyors, any number of officers he should 
deem requisite, to give full effed to this suggestion. 

Subsequent events, to dwell upon which would be entirely irre- 
levant to the subject of this Narrative, induced the Supreme Govern- 
ment to recal Sir John Malcolm, and postpone his mission until the 
latter end of the year 1809; when he arrived, a second time, at 
Bombay, on his way to the Persian capital. Captain Charles Christie, 
of the 5th regiment Bombay Native Infantry, and I were then just 
returned from Sinde, whither we had accompanied the Envoy on the 
part of the Governor-General ; and on being made acquainted with 
the proposed plan, of exploring the regions between India and 
Persia, we volunteered to attempt the tour which is detailed in the 
following pages. 

, Our services having been accepted; and the authority of the 
Government of Bombaj~ obtained for their being thus appropriated, 
I was directed by General Malcolm to place myself under the orders 
of Captain Christie, who received his instruction from the General : 
these instructions were of that indefinite tenor, which the very nature 
of the service we were about to proceed upon, demanded. They 
called our attention to such leading points as were most likely to 
merit the notice of Government, and meet the intention of that 
enlightened policy that had sanctioned the original measure ; but, at 
the same time, they filly authorized us to select, with respect to our 
progress, mode of travelling, ultimate destination, and, in fact, all 



minor points, such a line of conduct as the circumstances we were 
placed in might render advisable; and were only peremptory in 
reminding us, that we were to regard our personal safety, beyond 
every other consideration. 
. It had been generally remarked, that a very principal obstacle to 
the accomplishment of similar undertakings, to that on which 
Captain Christie .and myself were bent, had originated at the 
very commencement of them, owing to the great difficulty attend- . 
ant upoG an advance from the sea coast, where most Asiatics ire 
known to be more suspicious of, and uncivil to European strangers, 
than at some distance inland. An arrangement, therefore, to effect 
our first outset from the port at which we might land, was con- 
sidered of the last importance to us ; and we were fortunate enough 

- to succeed in making one, to which no possible objection could 
be discovered. 

A Hindoo merchant, of great respectability and wealth, d l e d  
Soondujee Sewjee, who had been for many years preceding, the 
contractor for supplying the governments of Madras and Bombay 
with horses, to mount the cavalry of those two Presidencies, offered, 
(on being consulted as to the best mode for us to proceed) to 
furnish us with letters and bills, accredited as his agents, and 
dispatched by him to Kelat, the capital of Beloochistan, to pur- 
chase horses ; from which city he observed, that we could follow 
such route as local knowledge might point out to us ; and that, 
even in the extreme case of being forced to fly, we could take a 
different road towards the sea coast, from that which we travelled 
in going, and thereby secure, almost beyond a doubt, seeing a 
great portion of the country. 

The bills and letters for us .were, therefore, prepared ; and a 
Hindoo Goomashtuh, or agent, of Soondurjee, named Peetumberdass, 
was appointed to accompany us as far as Kelat, for the purpose 
of giving a greater air of plausibility to our avowed characters. 
Captain Christie and myself, also selected two Hindoostanee men, 
who were bound to secrecy by promises of large presents, and 



6 INTRODUCTION. 

whose fidelity and honesty, in the result, proved most exemplary. 
We were also, each h i s h e d  with a considerable sum of money, 
in gold Venetians, intended to use as a dernier resort, in case 
of the utmost necessity : these we carried in belts, tied round 
our waists, underneath our clothes; and, in addition to thia supply, 
Captain Christie was empowered to draw bills on the government 
of Bombay, in favor of Soondurjee Sewjee, to any amount he might 
find necessary; so that nothing was omitted in our equipment, 
which could enable us to surmount opposition, zind extn'cate our- 
selves h m  difficulties, or dangers. The month of December 
1810, elapsed in these preparaticns; and I commence my Narra- 
tive from the day we quitted the Presidency of Bombay. 



CHAPTER I. 
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CURRENCES THERE. - TRADE. - HINDOOS. - DESCRIPTION. - RIVER. - 
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TRY. - OOTUL VILLAGE. - COUNTRY. - RIVULETS. -THE AUTHOR AND H I S  
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ATTEMPT T O  DISCOVER US. - LETTERS. - RANA SETT. 

ATE in the evening of the 2d Januay 1810, Captain Christie L and myself embarked on board a small native boat, in Bombay 
harbour, that had been hired for the purpose of conveying us to the 
port of Sonmeany, and instantly got under weigh ; at day-light next 
morning, we found that our party, exclusive of the boatmen, con- 
sisted of two Hindoostanee servants, a Goomashtuh, or agent of 
Soondurjee, and his attendant, beside several Uffghan horse-dealers, 
on their return to their own country; to whom we had panted 
passages, thinking such acquaintances might be usefirl on landing. 

It was quite dark when we embarked; and as we had a fregh 
breeze, and got well out to sea during the night, we were lesa 
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apprehensive of being recognised by our fellow voyagers ; however, 
we succeeded so well in disguising ourselves, by partly changing the 
European for the native dress, that although the Uffghans concluded, 
from our complexions, that we were Europeans, they did not, in the 
least, suspect our real characters. We found two or three of them 
intelligent, civil men, who gave us information, which, at that time, 
was highly interesting to us, and subsequently guided and assisted 
us very materially in forming our plans. 

On the 7th of January, we made the high land of Joonagur, on 
the coast of Guzeratte ; and the following day anchored at Pore- 
bunder. Our real motive for touching at this place, was to have a 
personal conference with Soondu gee, who was employed there, on 
the part of the Bombay Government, in somi political arrangements 
with the Rajah. We gave out, that we had been obliged to put in 
fiom a want of water; and as soon as we had cast anchor, Captain 
Christie and myself went on shore, where we remained the two 
following days, at the residence of Captain Maxfield, of the Honour- 
able Company's Marine (then acting Custom Master). We here, 
also, contrived to elude the inquisitive vigilance of the Uffghans, 
who believed that we had passed our time at the house occupied 
by Soondu gee. 

Porebunder is built on a creek of the sea, on the south-west coast 
of Guzeratte. It is a large and populous town ; and the inhabitants 
cany on a brisk trade with Bombay, Sinde, and Malabar. The 
surrounding cauntry bears the level feature usual throughout the 
whole of that province, if we except one range of mountains, distant 
fkom the town twelve or fourteen miles. 

We sailed fiom Porebunder on the 10th of January, and stretched 
away to the north-west, with a fresh easterly wind, attended, at night, 
with extreme cold, and dews so heavy as to wet every thing like rain. 
At noon on the 15th, we had the satisfaction of seeing the coast of 
Sinde, and found ourselves close in with it; the land is low, and flat ; 
but we were certain, even before we saw it, of our proximity to it, 
from the extraordinary, and, to a person unaquainted with the 
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m-, alarming appearance which the sea presented, owing to the 
great body of water that is disembogued by the River Indus, causing- 
P very confused rippling, which, added to the discoloured sea, 
impresses an idea of a bank with a few inches of water upon it ;  
though, on sounding, we found there were several fathoms. At 
8 p. m. of the same day, we passed between Cape Mowaree (Monze) 
and Churna (Chilney) Island, keeping in the mid channel, which is 
not more than a quarter of a mile across, but deep, and fiee fiom 
danger : the island, by moon-light, and likewise the opposite shore, 
appeared quite barren, and the former has neither fresh water, or 
verdure on it. 

The Bay of Sonmeany, which we now entered, is formed by Cape ' 

Monze and Chilney Island, on the one side, and Cape Urboo ( A m  
bah) on the other ; it is a very noble sheet of water, said to be fiee 
fiom rocks or shoals, and is capable of affording anchorage ~ C B  the 
largest fleet: it is celebrated as the rendezvous of that of Nearchus, 
which lay under shelter of the island and mainland, fbr a consider- 
able period. The description given by Dr. Vincent, fiom Arrian, 
of the Port of Alexander *, so exactly corresponds with its actual 
state, that it is a high testimony of the correctness of the Greek 
historian. 

On the 16th of January, at 1 p.m. we came to anchor on the bar 
of the Poorally River; the village of Sonmeany bearing north-east, 
distant about two miles ; here we waited until three o'clock, at which 
hour, the tide flowing, we again got under weigh ; and at five, 
anchored close to the village. We sent our Hindoo Goomashtuh 
on shore, who shortly returned with a canoe, for our baggage, sccom- 
panied by another 'agent of Soondu jee  ; whom we were rejoiced to 
meet at this place, as he had been in Belockhistan, the preceding sea- 
son, to purchase horses, and was therefore well qualified to af?brd ua 
information. We landed, by his advice, late in the evening, and were 
conducted to the house of a man called Rana Sett, the Ijarudar, or 

It wqp so named by Nearchus. 
C 



renter of the customs, whom we found with four or five Hindoo 
merchants, seated before a large fire : we were introduced to him as 
Europeans in the service of Soondu rjee ; he received us with civility, 
and, aftei commn complimentary forms, observed, that anxious as 
he was to forward our master's interests, he was sensible he could not 
do M) in a more effectual manner than by befiiending us ; and that we 
might accordingly command his utmost exertions ; we thanked him 
for his kindness, and &r sitting a few minutes, were ushered into a 
small hut, though one of the best in the village, which had been 
appropriated h r  our residence ; here we supped on wheaten cakes 
and milk, sent to us by the Ijarudar, and lay down to sleep, happy 
to feel onrae1ves under a c&ering, however homely, a luxury we had 
aot enjoyed on board the boat, which had neither cabin, or awning, 
to screen us h m  the sun or dews. 

17th Januay. This mo&ing we completely metamorphosed our- 
eelves, by having our heads shaved, and adopting the entire native 
costume; a h  which, Rana Sett came to our hut, and Captain 
Christie requested him to accompany us to Bela, (the principal town 
in tbe country, and residence of the chief) to which he assented ; 
he Likewise proffered his services, in forwarding us thence to Kelat, 
the capital of the whole of Beloochistan, and was otherwise pointedly 
civil; betbre he lee  us, we  shewed him a sample of the different 
articles which we had brought fiom Bombay as presents, and asked 
his opinion regarding them ; he mid the chintzes would be greatly 
prized, and that the few trifles we had of cutlery and glasa ware, 
would also answer the purpose for which we had been charged with 
them by h n d u  jee ; though, had they been of better workmanship, 
they would have been still more acceptable to those to whom we were 
likely to offer them : some Scotch Plaid, which we had been advised 
to take, he did not approve of; as being too like their own Kumlees, 
or country blankets, but we afterward8 found this idea to be err- 
neous, and that it was more admired than m y  thing else in our 
possession. When he rose to go away, he told us that he had sent a 
man to the Jungul, the evening before, to bring camels for ourselves 



.nd baggage; that be expected them in the coprse of the mght, 

.nd would propose our moving next morning towards Belr 
This day, being the bioosulman festival of the Eed-ooLQoortm, 

or Sacrifice, we treated all our Uff'an fellow voyagers to a dinner, 
at which they gormandized most voraciously. I did not perceive any 
W i n g  or rejoicing among the hiahommednn inhabitants of the place; 
who I h c y  were too poor to afford it. One of the Uffghras, called 
N k ,  begged in the &moon to be allowed to enter into our 
rervice, a request we thought fit to comply with, as he nrs an intelli- 
gent civil Wow, and hd travened all Bebdhm in b profmion 
of a h o d e a l e r .  

1 W Jan-. We were detained r Soammy on the 18th. by the 
maarrival of the camels, and amused ourselves by walking about 
the placa I m a  quite rstoniahed to find so much trde going on, 
d e n  mmpued with the mirerable rppeamnce of the village, and it. 
population. The commerce is entirely monopolized by the Hindoor, 
whose i n d a g a b l e  industry is conspicuous wherever they are to be 
met with ; and on my q r e s r i n p  my surprize to one of them at the 
bustle and active emplopnent no apparent about the curtom how 
and Bunder. he mured me thrt the t d e  hd been f a n h l d  what it 
thm was, until the Luer end of the year 1808, when Sonmemy rr 
m d e d  and burnt to the ground, by the Jua r smee  Arab p w  
which cllunity it hd not recovered. 
The v l h g e  of Sonmemy ia advantageounlg sikutcd on the mtbera 

bank of the P d l y  river, and now contains h u t  two hundred urd 
my huts ; it is mrnpletely defenceless, and on the side towudr Bela, 
overlooked by hill& of wrd. The bar at the mouth of the river 
hu only two titboms on it at low water, but brrb lie dose to tbc 
rillage in six and usen : the inhabitant, genenlly a u b i a  by fiahiq, 
and with the exeepioD of a f e r  H i n d m  am mtchedly poor : they 
procure their freah water by digging a fbot or two desp in the d 
above high water nrrvlr; but it must be drawn dl' u it rccumulrter, 
othemisc it quickly bccomm brackish ; nor will thc nme bole .am 
a d t i m e ,  u n t i l f i l l e d a n d d u g ~  Tbekttsrkinddhbit 

c f 



.ations at Sonmeany are formed of wooden firrmes, built up with bricks 
of unburnt clay, and the inferior huts are made of the boughs of the 
tamarisk tree, wattled together, and plaistered over with mud : the 
m f s ' a r e  generally ill thatched, with a species of coarse grass, and 
made in a conical shape. I shall have occasion in the Second Part of 
this volume to speak of the general nature of the trade, revenue, and 
produd~ions of the province of Lus, of which Sonmeany is the only 
sea-port, .and I therefore refrain from entering into a more detailed 
account of.them at ,present, 'and proceed with my narrative. 

19th January. This morning afier breakfast the Uffghans brought 
a Kandahar merchant to expostulate with us on the risk we ran by 
going the direct route from Bela t .  Kelat, and to recommend us to 
proceed by that which he had come, throughsinde. They could not 
however persuade us to do so, although the merchant used every 
argument, ind declared that the very first tribe of Belooches we 
should meet with, in our advance, were the Bezunjas, '' who (said he) 
6' care not for the king, the khan, God, or the prophet, but murder and 

plunder every perso11 and thing they can lay hands on." We 
evaded as far as possible giving our adviser an explicit refusal, snd 
in consequence he became so importunate that at length we told him 
we had no option, having been ordered by Soondu rjee to go to Bela in 
the first instance ; on hearing which, he expressed his hopes that we 
should not suffer for our temerity, and took leave. The baggage had 
been sent off at day-light this morning, to Lyareg the second town in 
the province ; and at two p. m., we followed it ; by half past four p.m. 
we .had travelled eight miles over s salt marsh, varied with tamarisk 
and other Jungul, and in many places perfectly white with incrust- 
ations of salt : here we had the mortification to find our baggage wait- 
ing for us, and as the camels which carried it were out, feeding, we 
were forced to dismount, and join several other travellers, amongat 
whom were our Uffghans, under the shade of some low bushes. 

While our senants were baking bread, the Uffghans came in a 
body, and again urged us to eelect the Sinde mute to Kelat ; but we 
silenced &em .t once, by declaring, that we were resolved on visiting 

I I 



SHAIK KA RAJ. 1s 

Bela, even with the certainty, instead of the probability, of being obliged 
to return from thence : on this declaration, Neknam, our new servant, 
observed, that as he had a little property with him, and we were so 
obstinately bent on what he feared would be our ruin, he must s e p s  
rate from us, and take the road to the Lukh, or pass over the moun- 
tains into Sinde, which branches off near this halting place ; t' how- 
'' ever, (added he,) we shall, please God, meet at Kelat, provided 
6t you escape from those highwaymen, the Bezunjas ; and I will 

now, if you wish it, leave one or two of my companions with you, 
who are trust-worthy men, and will sacrifice their blood in your 
service ;" to this latter proposition, we unfortunately, as it after- 

wards proved, assented ; and two of them accordingly volunteering 
to accompany us, aRer supper, we bade the others adieu, and moved 
on seven or eight miles to the small village of Shaik ka Raj, 
where we unceremoniously took possession of an empty stable that 
we discovered by Gcident, the inhabitants being all fast asleep ; this 
was the first place in which we had seen any symptoms of habit- 
ations since quitting Sonmeany, the intermediate country beings 
one continued salt marsh : the direction of our route to-day north- 
erly, and the distancc I estimate at fifteen miles and a W. 

20th Januuy. A Hindoo Buneea or dealer, on his return from 
Bela to Sonmeany, came to pay his respects to us, as he passed this 
morning, and from him we received the very welcome intelligence, that 
the road between the former town and Kelat was passable; a fact, which 
the reiterated assurances of the Uffghans, in declaring it not to be so, 
on account of the Bezunja Belooches, had latterly led us to doubt 
We remounted our camels about one p. m. and a t  five arrived at. 
Ootul, a well built, clean village, containing four hundred houses : 
the road was in general very tolerable, the country uncultivated and 
perfectly flat, and in some spots covered with an impenetrable Jmgul, 
among which I observed Babool trees *, of an extraordinary large, 
size; we passed two small rivulets, the Wulta and Sanganee: the former 

Farnesian Mimosa 
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is only a branch of the Poorally, into which it re-empties itself, after 
making a short circuit ; the Sanganee was almost quite dry, where we 
crossed it, and the bed of it about twelve yards wide fiom bank 
to bank : the direction of the road north, distance nine miles. Water 
at Ootul is in very deep wells, and excellent; the people of the 
village appeared very contented and happy ; they have immense 
flocks of sheep and goats, beside herds of black cattle and camels. 

The Jemadar, or chief man of the village, came to us, before we 
had alighted fiom the camels, with a goat, as a present; but we 
declined taking it on any other terms than making him an equal 
return : we afterwards ascertained that this attention, on the Jema- 
dar's part, originated in Captain Christie and myself being recognised 
by a man who had been a water-carrier to the mission to Sinde (to 
which we were both attached) the preceding year, and this discovery 
he instantly made public ; however, we contrived to avoid any un- 
pleasant consequences, that might have arisen &om it, by admitting 
the fact, and affirming that we had since entered into Soondu jee's 
employment; a fibriation that was received without a question as 
to its probability. 

21st January. We left Ootul about noon, and a little past six in 
the evening halted at a miserable village called Warkara, with not 
more than a dozen of houses, or rather sheds, in one of which, b e  
longing to a dyer, we put up for the night: the distance of this 
march was eighteen miles, and the direction something to the east- 
ward of north: the country barren, flat, and sandy : we saw two 
wells, the waters of which we tasted, and found them both brackish, 
as well as being in very s m d  quantities. 

a d  January. This day, at four o'clock, we reached Bela, distant 
from our last halting place ten miles and a half: the country was 
much diversified, being, in some parts, a thick jungul ; in others, 
sterile and bare; and in the vicinity of villages, three or four of 
which we saw, in a high state of cultivation. 

About half way, we rode through the burial ground, in which the 
relations of the Jam, or chief of the country are interred : two of the 



tombs are built with low cupolati of f're-ne, brought from the 
adjacent mountains, and they, and likewise many of the graves, are 

with white and black pebbles, arranged in different short 
quo&tions fmm the Koran, and encircled with wreaths of the like 
materials, which has a fanciful and pleasing d't, though so very 
simple. 

As we approached the town of Bela, we found that it was a holi- 
day, and the Jam had gone out to amuse himself with horseracing, 
which is a favourite pastime among these people ; on such occasions, 
the whole of the inhabitants, who can procure one or other, mount 
themselves on 'camels, or horses, and gallop over the country. The 
swifk pace at which the former animals go, when urged to a gallop, 
and managed with dexterity, is almost incredible, and struck me 
with amazement on first beholding it, having been accustomed to 
contemplate the camel races, about which I had heard so many 
extraordinary stories, as a mere joke. 

The Jam returned in the evening, and we ordered Toolsia (Soon- 
durjee's agent, whom we met at fhnmeany) to go and announce to 
him our arrival, and ask his permission to stay a few days : he re- 
ceived our messenger with politeness, and not only sanctioned our 
sojourn at Bela, but promised to render us any assistance in his 
power towards our farther progress inland; this was an object, at 
once gairied to us, of the very first importance, and gave us the 
greater satisfaction, as we had anticipated his making objections to 
our advance. 

Our friend, the Ijarudar of Sonmeany, had got to Bela before us 
by pursuing a different route, and had prepared his own house for 
our reception, which was very private and c o m f ~ b l e ,  having the 
advantage of a wall and gateway in front, and though only consist- 
ing of one large hall, with a verandah and two closets, was much 
more than we could venture to occupy, in our humble character of 
Soondu jee's servants. 

23d January. This forenoon, Toolsia acquainted us that Rana 
Sett had just read to him a long letter he had received from Kura- 
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ehee, in Sinde, expostulating with him on the impolicy of being 
accessary to the admission of the agents of the British government 
into the territories of his master the Jam, and recommending our 
being forcibly put on board a boat and sent back to Bombay, together 
with all the people, of whatever description or caste they might be, 
who had accompanied us. The writer * of this letter added, that 
notwithstanding any mercantile intentions we professed, there could 
be no doubt of our real ones being, alone, to explore the country, 
on which the Honourable Company had hostile views : that an envoy 
had been sent at a great expence for the same purpose, the year 
preceding, to Sinde, but that the Umeers had taken steps to repel 
any attempts that might be made by the English : to these assertions 
Toolsia simply replied by shewing Rana Sett the letters of credit snd 
recommendation with which Captain Christie and myself were hr-  
nished, as Soondu jee's agents, at which he appeared perfectly satis- 
fied; but, as a further precaution, we directed Toolsia to take a 
proper opportunity of pointing out to the Ijarudar that the motive 
which had impelled his correspondent to pen the letter in question, 
no doubt proceeded fiom a dread that, under the auspices of the 
British government, (whose servant Soondu4ee our employer was,) 
the Bunder or port of Sonmany wnnld m n  usurp a share of, if 
not all, that comnlerce which now flowed through Kurachee, in 
Sinde. 

About half past one o'clock, we were sent for to pay our respects 
to the Jam : we found him seated in his Durbar, or hall of audience, 
surrounded by nearly one hundred and fifty persons, the greater num- 
ber of whom curiosity had drawn together, as his attendants formed 
a very small part of them ; he received us very courteously, and 
stood up on our e n t e ~ g ,  and also on taking leave : in the course of 
conversation he put many curious though pointed questions to us, 

D d d ~  Sctt, a Hindw merchant, who had derived many benefits from his COB- 

nectian with the Hcmourable Company'r governments and agents. 
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relative to the religion, customs, and c& of the English ; and 
whether the French were a similar people in their usagcs : he ob- 
served he had often heard, fiom t h e  of his subjects who had been 
in India, of our eternal wars with that nation, and also of our s u p  
riority at sea, which he asked if we still retained : he  likewise en- 
quired the name of the King of England, the method of o p i -  
m i o n  and extent of his navy and army, the distance of  his capital 
fiom Constantinople, the form of government, &c &c. &c 

To all these queries we d b r d e d  him the m a  explanstory answers 
we could at the moment; but the same simplicity which bad dic- 
tated them, rendered i t  totally impossible for us to make him perfectly 
comprehend the different points he had spoken on : he was astonished 
beyond expression at many of our descriptions, md 'ppeded to the 
two Hindom, who hd attended us to the  levee, for a corroboration 
of them ; they sssured him that we had by no meam ex- 
in any thing, we had related, that had ever come under their notice ; 
but he  shook his head with an air of incredulity, and observed, 

You tell me  of a vessel that will carry one hundred guns, and one 
b6 thommd men on board of her ; it is morally i m p i b l e  ! Where 

are the latter t o  get food and water? The  King ~ I M  scarcely mo 
many p n a  in hin Tope Khanu, or  arsenal ; and the crews of two 
such ships would over-run the whole of my country." We rciter- 

~ r u l  our aanuranrra of the  truth of all we had told him regarding 
the navy of England, and briefly stated its e f k t a  in the battle of 
T m f d p r ;  to this he rcplied, As you sav it has been no; I am 

bound to  believe it, but, hd tho holy -hopbet foretold it, the  
a h'oomm- (the people of h) would have  d e m m d d  p w f  of 

it from him." 
lit at length demanded our views and wishes: wc informed him, 

at some Icngth, that wc were in die service of h n d u  jcc, a Hin- 
d m  mt*rrlia~it of Durn i r~ ,  r h o  had diapatclird us to purcliaw horn- 
for tlie market of India; and concluded, by sa$np, that we trusted 
to his kindnr-s, to orrrrlgv for our p n ~ c d i n g  on to Kelat : he irk 

rtmtly ordeml his k w a n ,  or muuger, to procure the requisitr 
D 
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guides and 8 e ~ t m b  for us, and expedite our departure, " though," 
said he, turning to us, you had better remain with me for a month, 
s6 or six weeks, to avoid the cold, which is now so great at Kelat, 
" as to be likely to kill you all." (We replied that our native coun- 
try was exceedingly cold, and that we were, therefore, inured to it, 
and   re pared for what we should experience by ascending the 
mountains immediately. " True," said he, 66 but you ought to have 
66 a little consideration for those who a m  to  go with you ; however, 
(6 as your business daes not appear to admit of delay, you may make 
'6 your preparations ; aud I will furnish you with letters to some of 
(6 the chiefs, through whose countries you must pass : a messenger 
'6. ahall likewise be dispntched, this day, to bring Ruhmut Khan, the 
(6 head of the 3eemrja tribe,of Belooches, who shall himself canduct 
6s you through hie countfy, in which the greatest danger from rob- 
s( bers is to be apprehended." He then sijpified his desire that we 
should take leave, which we did, much gratified by a reception so 
very friendly and favourable to our designs. 

, The Jam evinced himeelf, during this visit, to be a shrewd man, 
desirous of information, and has a very fine countenance ; he con- 
versed with tolerable fluency, in Persian, and, when he did not clearly 
understand our explanations, inquired the meaning of them from 
one of our Hindoos, in the Sindee language. He was eeated on a 
white cloth Gaddee, ar pillow, without any jewels or ornaments; 
and w a ~  very plainly dressed in an Ulkldiq of red Keemkhab *, with 
a white turband of considerable dimensions, but not comparable in 
ckcderence,  to those worn by the Sindees in general: his sword 
and shield lay before him on the carpet ; his eon, and two brothers, 
sat near him; and there was an appearance of poverty through- 
out the whole party, which they did not seem to be in any 

' An UUrbaliq ie a d ~ b l e  breasted d r e ~ ,  made with long sleeves, and to at to tbe 
6rm ae low an the hips, and having skirts reaching down to the calf of the leg; it is tied 
acrgsa the chest on the leA aide. KeemLBPb ie a species of silk, witb gold or silver aprigs, 
or bwtm worked on it. 



THE DURBAR - BEL& IS 

way ubunad ofl or mlicitoas to diagniss The %, m =hi& 
we were received, waa a large open mom, raised 8 few fe& fmm the 
ground, the, flat mud m f  of it supported by a few common sooted 
sticks, in the rough and unpolished state they hd besa cut fiom the 
jungul : there wm not the slightest semblance of state, or even order, 
m my thing ; no Chobdm (mace bearers) or Sepoyn; aad tbose wbo 
uat round the Jun, offered their remarks and opiniona on the con=- 
nation, without the ~malltst demur, though, at the same time, e v q  
one present treated chu chief himself with such reverence and 
tion, m tedtified how much he waa respectd and liked by them. 

While we wem in the Durbu, an Arab delivered a letter, whi& 
w u  red aloud, according to 8 autam that prerda dl over theso 
-tries ; it rekted to 8 v d  beloaging to the h m m  of Muskat, 
that hd been cmt away some time aince, on the am& aeu &rms 
any, and from whose wreck a few trifling articles M been reanend. 
The Imwm requested they might be delivered to his people, to 
which e8;ect orders rere immediately pmcloimed in m audible tone 
in the public D u r h  by the DseM. 1 obRsed that the letter, 
which WM in Persian, w u  penned in 8 very reqmdd rtyle, aad 
without any amumption, on the part of the Imam. h u t  which the 
Jun appeared to be very puticulu, u be hd it euefully interpntal 
by his hloonshee, into the Judgdee Lngtqp  which is the eollopi.l 
dialect of this country. 

We walked through the Buu, on our way borne fiom the Dmkt, 
and found it very clean and neat ; the streets are nunnr, but f m  
the elevated mitarsion of the town, md ita rocky s ik  they mwt 
always be dry, even in the wettest ratbar, m the nin cannot b d g ~  
for a moment. Eel. is buih on the northern bank of tbe P o o d w  
river; &out one-third of the town, in die &west qtlutet, b en- 
m m p b d  by a tolerably good mud wall ; the remainder ia W y  
unprotcctc'"l against attack, either by horn* or foot ; it mntliru above 
two housmd houses, of which two h u n d d  md fiAy, or three bun- 
cired, may Llong to HinJm, who enjoy pat Iffuri?y and p- 

D Y 
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tion in their mercantile speculations, under the mild and equitable 
government' of the Jam. 

When we returned to the house in which we resided, we were 
visited by several merchants fiom Mooltan and Shikarpoor *, with 
whom we had a great deal of chat on different subjects connected 
with trade ; and after treating them with Beetel, or Areca nut, and 
cloves, which is the practice here, sent them away, deeply impressed 
with a favourable notion of our commercial skill and abilities. It 
was with the utmost diaculty I could refrain fiom laughing h a i l y  
at this meeting, when my esteemed fellow-traveller, Captain Christie, 
entered into a long and particular dissertation on the description of 
goods most fitted for the Bombay, or rather Indian market, to which 
our visitors listened with the greatest avidity and belief; even our 
own Hindoos began to doubt the evidence of their senses ; and when 
the merchants departed, were quite amazed to find that Captain 
Christie had been, all the time, explaining a subject regarding which 
he might be said to be, in fact, entirely ignorant : this deception, 
trifling though it may seem, was attended with the most advantsgg 
ous consequences to us afierwards;-and, subsequent to its being 
practised, it would have been almost impossible to persuade the Bela 
merchants that we had assumed any character foreign to our station 
in life 

24th January. The Jam's Deewan, or manager, came to us early 
this morning, with his master's compliments, and inquiries after our 
healths : we were much vexed to find that he treated us with this kind 
of respect, ss it betrayed a suspicion of the professions we had made 
to him the preceding day, of our being the servants of Soondurgee ; 
however, to obviate its bad effects as far as possible, we gave a very 
submissive answer in return. About two hours after the Deewan had 

Mooltan is a large trading city, the capital of the province of that name in the Pun- 
jab. Shikorpoor lies east of Kelat, on the western side of the Indus, and is equally dis- 
tinguishd for ita commerce. 



VISIT FROM JAM DURYA KHAN. el 

leR us, we sent the Jam a present *, with which he was amazingly 
gratified. 

In the afternoon we were still hrther confirmed in our fears of 
being known, by a visit from Jam Durya Khan, the eldest of the Jam's 
two brothers, who insisted on our sitting down with him, and chat- 
ting for two hours : he is a well looking middle aged man, mild and 
polite in his manners, when compared with those of the generality of 
his countrymen, but dresses very shabbily ; a circumstance not to be 
wondered at, as we heard afterwards that he had only a miserable 
pittance to subsist on, equal to fifteen hundred .rupees (1801. sterling) 
per annum ; a fact evincing the fiugal simplicity in which these peo- 
ple live, and particularly exemplified in the instance of this chief, whd 
is the third person, as to rank, in the country ; and considered the 
head Sirdar or general of' the' army, when it. i~ collect,ed : he has then 
a small additional allowance, beside the use of two homes &om the 
Jam's own stud: he gave us, unasked, a detail of the sources of 
revenue, and the nature of the government of his brother's country, 
contrasting the latter with what lie had heard us describe of ours, at 
the Durbar, in a manner that proved he was by no means deficient in 
good sense or discrimination. We disaovered by his discourse that he 
was a keen spoksman, and spent a great portion of his leisure hours 
in field diversions, to follow which he said he made several trips to 
the mountains every month, during the cold weather, and that he had 
frequently killed with his own gun, in an excursion of two days, 
twenty or thirty mountain goats (Boo26 Kohee) : these animals are 
very difficult of approach, and frequent the most dangerous and in- 

* Consisting of the following articles : 
One piece of Chinese silk. Six common Knives. 
One ditto European chintz. Two pair of common Scissara. 
Eight Coffee Cups and Saucers. One pound of Gunpowder. 
Eight China Bowls. One small Telescope. 
Eight cut  lam Tumblers. A pair of Horse Pistols. 
One piece of Indian silk. 
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wmsible precipices. Their flesh is greatly prized for its flavour and 
delicacy ; and that circumstance, united with the labour that it requires 
to come near them, induced our visitor to quote the numbers of them 
he had killed, as a proof of his expertness as a sportsman. The Jam 
and all his family, are uniformly partial to the same kind of recreation; 
and so striot are the regulations regarding the preservation of every 
species of erne, for the use of the chiefis, that portiaular districts in 
the mountains are set apart for that express purpose; and if a lion or 
tiger, or any other large animal, worthy of being hunted by them, 
appears in any part of the muntry, however dist.at from Bela, infor- 
mation thereof is immediately sent to the Jam, who sets off to destroy 
it. When he left us, our visitor expressed his hop- that an incident 
of this nature might occur while we staid at Bela, as in that event, he 
would mount us on two of his own riding camels, and lei us ac- 
company him to see theasport. We were very much gratified by this 
visit, which gave ue a greater insight into the customs and habits of 
the people of Lus, than we could possibly have acquired by any other 
means, during our short stay in that province. 

A party of Brahooes, or mountain Belooches, came into Bela this 
evening, with a string of sixty or seventy camels, laden with wheat, 
which they had brought horn Bunkar, a small village, six or seven 
days' journey on the road to Kelat. We sent to the Surd, and had 
one or two of them called to our house to make inquiries, who 
told us that unless we had a valuable KaflSlah*, there was not much 
to dread from the Bezunjas, who, they added, though the terror of 
the country, would allow us to pass without molestation on paying 
a small duty : they however advised, in case we had property, that 
we should go by the Sinde route; but that not being so, we were 
still further strengthened by this intelligence in our determination to 
proceed direct. 

95th Janwr y. We purchased three or four camels today at a very 
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moderate rate, and were otherwise employed in making preparations 
for our journey, having had a message fiom the Jam's Deewan to ac- 
quaint us, that he expected the Bezunja chief to arrive every moment, 
and that we should leave Rela immediately after : to this we were very 
glad to give our mrdial aasent and approbation. About four o'clock 
in the evening, the Jam rode past our residence, and called us out, to 
& how e were : he was mounted on a h a n d m e  northern horse, the 
trappings of which were ornamented ash Gcoloured silk, and was ac- 
annpanied by twenty or thirty armed men,isome bf whom rode horses, 
and otM camels : his son was on one bf the lattd, a t e  ry fine animal, 
which rb8cguided with great cleverness and apparent ease, by two 
silken coda tied thrbugh holes made in the c$rcil~ginous part of its 
m s t d s  .alp ea;ch~ side. The attieridants who mde f+amde, formed a 
r&lar cohrmn of two1 and two a-bredt, andl the horseman kept on 
the flanka ; I  their a d s  ~ e r d  rwods, shiel&+ ahd Tm6gs,l or match. 

I / lock& I .  I 1 ,  u I 
r r 

f l  l%&h Jan-. This forenoon the Jam sent hi our HindoorToolsia, 
and after some desultory conversation, said to him : 6' I am now 

going to speak to yon on a subject which I have not hithertdhinted 
(' at, nor ever shall mention to any other person, not even to my own 
66 son. I do not think that the two Englishmen here are merchants ; 
'6 it is neither my wish or aim to enquire into their plans ; but if they 

are officers I ought, when they visited me, to have considered them 
(' as my equals, and treated them accordingly. I therefore request 
'' you will now inform me who they really are ; you may depend on 
66 the strictest secrecy, and if they belong to the British government 
'' it will give me additional pleasure to serve them." The Hindoo 
saw immediately into the driR ofthe Jam's curiosity, which he did not 
satisfg ; but adhered to our original tale of being ~odlldu jee's ser- 
vants. The Jam next inquired what wages we had, and whether it 
would be possible to get, through our interest, two small ,ms, or wall 
pieces from Bombay. Toolsia replied, he would mention the chieps 
wishea to us, and then came away. We directed-him to say, that we 
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could not venture to make any promises, but that on our return to 
India we should endeavour to have them sent. 

In the course of the evening the Deewan brought four or five letters 
of recommeiiaation to the different chiefs, on our route to the south- 
ward of Kelat, which h d  been written by the Jarn's orders, and were 
read to us. Rana Sett returned to Sonmeany this night ; and when 
he came to take leave of us we presented him with a piece of chintz, 
a spying glass, and some other trifling articles. This man had been 
exceedingly civil, and we should have been pleased to have made him 
a better return for the services he had done us, but our character would 
not permit it. A few moments before he lefi us we had a most 

-satisfactory evidence of his belief' in our avowed intentions. When 
Toolsia purposely accused him of having dispatched an agent to 
Bunkar, a village on the Kelat road to buy horses, he confessed the 
fact, but in palliation of what he imagined would have given us great 
offence, protested he wanted a very inferior kind, and that at all 
events, his agent had positive instructions not to go hrther to the 
northward than Bunkrrr. We were vexed afterwards to learn, that 
he had recalled him in consequence of the supposed intederence 
with our views, 
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belonging to the Jam, where we halted for the night, under the shade 
of a remarkably large tamarind tree. We were, as well as our ae 
tendants, who now consisted of six men, mounted on camels : but as 
Captain Christie and myself were still novices in the management of 
those creatures, we took a person up before us for that purpose. 
This part of the country is finely cultivated, and abounds with running 
streams; half way from Bela to the garden there is an extensive 
manufactory of goor, or raw sugar : the mill for expressing the juice 
from the canes is turned by a stream from the neighbouring moun- 
tains, and is to a degree simple in its construction : the water-wheel 
sets in motion two horizontal cogged roller;, and the canes being 
pruned of leaves, the ends are inserted between them. They gradually 
draw in the canes as they are pressed, and the refuse of the stalks 
comes out at the opposite side : the juice falls into a trough below, and 
from that runs into a cistern. I t  is afterwards boiled in flat copper 
pans, and the goor is then packed in bags, made from the palmyra 
leaf, and thus sent to the sea coast for exportation. It is also given 
to camels, and much used by the natives for culinary purposes. Two 
men and a boy are able to conduct the whole process, and the sedi- 
ment of the boilers forms the best and strongest manure. 

29th January. Whilst we were in the actm of loading the camels 
this morning, the long expected Ruhmut Khan arrived at the gar- 
den, accompanied by fifteen or twenty followers : he peremptorily 
refused either to permit us to go through his country, unless escorted 
by himself, (observing that his reputation was concerned in our 
dety,)  or to proceed with us, until he had talked to the Jam : we 
had, therefore, most unwillingly to unload the camels, and return 
with the Bezunja to Bela, where we dismounted at eleven o'clock. 
As we rode along we chatted with our new acquaintance, and found 
him possessed of all that ingenuous hospitality and predatory ferocity 
which are so curiously blended in the Belooche character; he re- 
peatedly swore by hiabeard, that had we attempted to have advanced 
through his country, without his leave, he would have annihilated 
our whole party ; and the next moment asked us, with great earnest 



RETURN TO BELA. 47 

mas, to paaa a week a t  his village, an invitation we ahould gladly 
have availed outeelves of, had circumstances admitted i t :  we told 
him that it had been our intention to have proceeded onward, and 
that we had hoped to have done so without molestation, or  even o b  
m a t i o n .  He affected to laugh heartily at what h e  termed our 
ignorance ; though we were subsequently convinced we might have 
done as we proposed, and that the  Jam had been guilty of a most 
foolish mistake, though from the best motive, in sending for this 
~ v a g e .  How could you," said he, for one moment suppose 

such a scheme practicable? Do you imagine you are always to be 
among the N o o m m  of Lus ? N o  ! You must be Belooches, and 
look to me for protection. So fu from your doing so, a hue 
could not pass tirruugh Ruhrnr~t Khan's couutry if he  chow to 
prcvent it ; but having once given his word for your rrfety, you 
need not f e v  m y  thing mortal ; W e r ,  it resta with the Almighty 
and his prop he^" W e  r ~ s u m l  him that we were perfectly willing 

to trust to his honour, and had not the m o d  distant doubt with regvd 
to his abilities and means to p r d e d  u s  

W e  saw the Jam in the  course of the day, who explained our in- 
tentions to Ruhmut Khan, and informed him that he  had received 
sixty rupecn from us, for him, in consideration of our having a free 
psagc and protection through his country. T h e  Bezunja f d y  
obscwed, that an we were the agenta of a merchant of such conre 
quence an Soondurjw, hc  ought undoubtedly to pay more for our 
advance. The Jam rejoined, that he had made what h e  deemed a 
vcry fair w e c m e n t  for b h  parties ; and added, (to us,) that h e  would 
settle mattera rs soon rs we left the Durtmr; at the  same time h e  
invittd rls t o  rcnlJn at Rel. that night a~ his p1~5, to  d o  whicb 
wc were rc~uctantly o b l i g d  to  uuent : wc then came away, it being 
very cvicicrrt, from the Jam's mmncr, that he  did not c h m  to have  
mv hrtl icr  discuuqion wi th  the Bczunjas whilst we a e r c  pmcnt ,  
owir~g, I fmcv, t o  the 1)luet aad unwremonious atyle in which nat 
only their chief, but the lowmt of his attcndarits, made their wmuks 
m d  demon& Soon lAcr wc got back t o  our o ld  loclginp, the Jm'm 

r 4  
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servants brought us a sheep and four fowls, with a quantity of rice, 
clarified butter, and vegetables, sufficient to have dined thirty men. 
In the evening we had a message from Ruhmut Khan, to acquaint 
us that he would be ready to move next morning, and was to escort 
us to Khozdar, a village half way to Kelat. 

30th January. Captain Christie and I returned to our baggage at 
the Jam's garden very early, but Ruhmut Khan and his followers 
had so much business in the city, (as they styled Bela,) that they did 
not join us until the afternoon, when we mounted our camels and 
proceeded four miles north by east, principally through the dry bed 
of the Poorally river, which here occupies the whole intermediate 
tract between the mountains, and is stated, in the rains, to form a 
torrent many miles in breadth. 

During our stay at thegam's garden this forenoon, we ascertained 
from some of Ruhmut Khan's people, that one of his party was a 
petty Surdar of the same tribe (the Bezunjas) called Buhadoor Khan, 
and that there was also a brother of the former chief, whom they 
honoured by the appellation of Moolla, a word signifying, in general, 
a priest, but expressive, among the Belooches and many other Asiatics, 
of a person who can read the Koran. They were all dressed in the 
same manner as their chiefs, with a loose white cotton shirt, which 
came below their knees, a pair of trowsers, of blue or striped cotton, 
and a small round cap, which sat close to the head ; the only dis- 
tinction I perceived, was in their horses and accoutrements; and 
when Ruhmut Khan visited the Jam he tied a Loongee * round his , 

waist, an article of dress to which none of his attendants aspired, 
We halted on a high spot in the bed of the river, and the Belooches 
having quickly collected an immense pile of wood, we sat round a 
blazing fire the greater part of the night, while three or four Soak+ 
Tees, o r  wandering musicians, who had come with the Bezunjas, en- 

* Zongees are long pieces of cloth, made of silk, or silk and cotton, used as sashes uu 
t~~barids. Some of them, the manufacture of Sinde, are very beautiful and rich. . 

. 
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tertained us by singing the exploits of their different chiefs, accom- 
panying their songs with the most frantic and unmeaning gestures ; 
some of the songs and music were, however, soR and harmonious 
enough, except when the audience chimed in with the performers, 
which was, for my taste, too ofken the case. 

A clearer picture of the savage life of the Bezunjas, and many 
dher  Belooche tribes, cannot well be pourtrayed than by this scene: 
all outward distinction and respect for chiefs were pt that moment 
thrown aside ; at intervals they, as well as their people, in the height 
of their enthusiasm, snatched the Setars " or musical instruments 
from the hands of the Sookrees, and sung, in 'c descant wild," their 
favourite airs, gradually working themselves, by ridiculous and vio- 
lent action, into a state of absolute phrenzy : the din then became 
universal and quite stunning, and the auditory continued to a p  
plaud and join in chorus with the singers until they were so corn- 
pletely exhausted that they could exert themselves no longer; the 
instruments were then laid hold of by others, and thus they were 
regularly passed round the circle. 

31st January. At daylight this morning, Ruhmut Khan and his 
gang repaired in a body to a field of sugar canes, about two miles 
fiom our halting place, of which they brought away as much as they 
could possibly carry, while the terrified owner looked on, not even 
venturing to expostulate with the plunderers. Had I not been be- 
fore struck with it, this circumstance alone shewed me the wide dif- 
ference of character between the people of Lus and Beloochistan, 
which is rendered extraordinary, if we reflect on their proximity to 
each other and daily intercourse. 

As our next march was the last we made in the former province, 
1 shall, in a few words, give a summary sketch of its inhabitants, 
agreeable to the opinion I formed of them. The population of Lus 
may, according to several statements I received, amount to  twenty 

4 

Sctar, a three stringed instrument, from seb, three, and tar, ?jre, 
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five thousand souls, of which nearly one-third are wandering families, 
who change their places of iesidence as convenience or inclination 
prompts : they are all of one tribe, though known by the four dif- 
ferent appellations of Noomree, Judga11, Jokhya, and Jeth, which 
latter is the most commonly used term, and literally signifies a hus- 
bandman : the habits of these people are indolent in the extreme, 
and they are fond of smoking Bhung (cannabis sativa) and other 
intoxicating drugs, and loitering away their time in idle amusements. 
Although very well inclined to be civil to strangers, it is difficult to 
appreciate that quality in them, as their curiosity is so great, that 
they will not hesitate to walk into your most private apartments, and 
will even feel and examine the clothes on your back : another pecu- 
liarity of manner amongst them is, that they never, or at least very 
seldom, ask any questions. I have seen a Noomree come, unin- 
vited, into our house at Bela, and after sitting two hours in a room 
crowded with people, go out without having uttered one syllable. 
The men have good features, and are about the middle size, strong 
and athletic. The women are ordinary, and pay no attention to 
cleanliness in their persons or garments. The dress of the former 
consists of a loose pyrahun, or shirt, a pair of trowsers, and a small 
cap, which ofken distinguishes those of one district fiom another. 
The women wear the same, except that their shiRs are much longer, 
coming down to the ancles ; and some of them have a small silk or 
cotton jacket under it. Th; food of the population of: Lus is prin- 
cipally rice and other grains, of which they grow large quantities, 
seasoned with a little dried fish, or ghee; the better classes, both 
Moosulmans and Hindoos, also sometimes add flesh meat, a luxury 
which the great bulk of the people cannot afford. They have nu- 
merous and very large flocks of sheep and goats, beside excellent 
camels and black cattle ; but their horses are scarce, beside being of 
diminutive size and vicious temper. The language of Lus is almost 
similar to that of Sinde : it is called Judgalee, or Jethgalee, a name 
evidently derived fiom that of the tribe. I may close this hasty 
sketch of the Noomrees by adding, that their appearance and man- 
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ners struck both Captain Christie and myelf,  as greatly resembling 
those of Hindoos: there is an apathy and want of energy indi- 
cated by their countenances that I have never obwmcd in any other 
M m u l m a n  country ; and which particularly distinguishes them 
from their neighbours in Sindc, Jfukran, and Beloochistan. 

To return from this dipcssion. As won as the Beloochea had 
brealifauted, we proposed to move on, when, t o  our utter surprize, 
Buhadoor Khan m d  Ruhmut's brother, the hioollah, made a demand 
for the trouble they had k ~ 1 1  put to by us, and likcwisc for pcrmit- 
ting ua to advance : we briefly told them that the Jam had arranged 
with Ruhmut Khan, through whose territory, au thc hcad of the  
Bezunjas, the  r d  lay ; and that, if they persisted in requiring m y  
further remuneration, we should return to Bela, ruld take the route 
to Kelat by Kedge, the capital of the  neighbouring province of 
hiukran : this threat had the intended effect of silencing their 
demands ; and, after a violent altercation among themselvm regarding 
what share of  the sixty rupees, that Ruhmut Khan had pocketed, 
the two new claimants were t o  receive, we sct off m d  travcllcd 
~ ix t ccn  miles, nearly due north, over the  hills composing the bank, 
or thmi~ph the bcul, of the I'oorally river. The  country wan wild, 
barren, and cu~vcrrd with stones, and thc river bed overgrown with 
impcnious j u n p l  of Guz (tamarisli), b h l  (Famcluim mimcxsa), 
&c. U'e wparatrd, during the march, from Ruhmut and his party ; 
and, at thrcc p. m. haltlul to wait for Ilim ; at the  sanlt! timc, the  
owner of the canlrbls, which we had hired at hla, a s k 4  lcrrvc to  go 
to  his village in the mountains, h u t  three milt3 off, pm~~l i a ing  
fnitltfully t o  m u m  in thc cvrnninp; the result, howcver, proved that 
he  had no such intentions. in consideration of the tcuiious pace at 
which w e  found our two loadrul m c l s  travc*llcd this day, and the 
numbrr of ~ n o l ~ l r  WIIO r r  thought it ~)n)lml)lc would vmmpany 
Ruhmut Khan, and might prevt~nt our taking ncdm on, or h i n p  
of the routc ; w e  cictcrmincti, o n  his jui~~ing us, to  takc the riding 
mrncla and procccul t o  Kelrc with dl pouriblc dispatch, cntnuting 
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the baggage to the care of one of our Hindoostanee servants, and a 
few of the Belooches. 

1st Februay. We remained at our halting ground, in expectation 
of the arrival of the Bezunjas, until ten o'clock, and then mounted 
our camels, leaving instructions for Ruhmut Khan himself to follow 
hs, and his men to stay with and guard the baggage. Our road led 
directly out of the bed of the Poorally river, which here runs away 
to the eastward, into a narrow water-course, along which we travelled 
north fifteen miles, and then breakfasted : this road affords abundance 
of excellent water, which issues in clear rivulets fiom the rocks ; it is 
called the L4 Kohen-wat" or monntain r o d  ; and, from the entrance 
of it commences the province of Jhalawan, the most southern o f .  
Beloochistan Proper ; it was, generally, wide enough for two camels 

'to travel abreast, though, in one place, the path was so confined that 
we were obliged to dismount to get those animals through, the 
mountains rising for many hundred feet on each side, and over- 
shadowing the road beneath. In the afternoon we moved on fourteen 
miles further, and slept round a large fire made from logs of wood, 
plenty of which are floated down here by inundations fiom the moun- 
tains. The night was piercingly cold, and, for the first time since 
4anding.at Sonmeany, we felt the hardships of a want of beds and 
warm cloathing. 

2d Februdry. We left Kanajee (the name of our halting place) at 
eight o'cldck this morning, and having ~roceeded fourteen miles, 
arrived at the bottom of the pass called Baran Lukh, or the rainy 
pass, over which we walked : we were about an hour and a half 
ascending to the top of it, where the path, for one hundred yards or 
upwards, is very narrow, and would almost seem to have been ex- 
cavated through the solid rock. From this elevated point we had an 
extremely fine view of the circumjacent country, composed of an 
irregular mass of barren and rocky mountains, among which reside a 
few Brahooe shepherds in small kheils or societies. Nothing could 
be more sublime or majestic than this scenery : the solemn stillness 
of the place, the varied forms which caught the eye among the rug- 
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ged and stupendous mountains, piled, as it were, on each other like 
the waves of an agitated sea, gave the whole an indescribable effect, 
which impressed the mind with feelings of admiration and awe. 
There was no descent whatever fiom the summit of the pass, and 
we continued our journey along a stony plain, for a few miles, and 
then stopped for the purpose of allowing our camels to browse for an 
hour in the bed of the mountain-river Oornach, which had a small 
and refreshing stream of water in it. A Brahooe goatherd, who was 
tending a large flock of sheep and goats, accidentally joined us here ; 
and fiom him we got some milk, and also purchased a sheep, for 
which we gave a rupee. We moved on five miles further, in the 
evening, to a place called Toorkubur, where we spent the night as 
we had done the preceding one, with the agreeable addition of having 
a supper of roasted mutton. I admired the dexterity with which our 
camel-keepers killed the sheep, and cutting the meat in small mor- 
sels, stuck them on the iron ramrods of their matchlocks, and thus 
cooked a most excellent Kubab, or roast. This spot is said to owe its 
name * to a celebrated Deeve, or demigod, called Toor, whose grave 
is marked by a neighbouring eminence, and of whose exploits the 
most fabulous accounts are related. 

3d February. We leR Toorkubur at seven this mbrning, and travel- 
led twenty-four miles in the course of the day : our route principally 
lay over two plains, or more correctly speaking, vallies, neither being 
above twelve or fourteen miles in length or breadth, which had been 
lately cultivated to a considerable extent, by some of t l ~ e  wandering 
mountaineers, and were now overgrown and strewed with dry grass and 
stubble : the largest of these plains is that of Wudd, so called fiom a 
town or village of the same name,. which is situated among the moun- 
tains, about six miles to the eastward of the road. We had a recom- 
mendatory letter from the Jam to Wulee Mohummud Khan, chief 
of Wudd, who is the head of the Brahooe tribe of Mingull, the 
first, in point of numbers, in Beloochistan ; but having understood 

- 

Toorkubur, from Toor and Kubur, a grave. 
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at Bela that he was absent, we did not think it adviseable to go to 
the village, and, therefore, dispatched one of our guides to deliver 
tJle letter to his Deewan or manager, with instructions to forward it 
to  his master. The town of Wudd is, I understand, very small and 
ill built ; the chief of it has in vain endeavoured to found, another in 
the valley, respecting which the natives entertain a belief that it is 
haunted at particular seasons, and the people who were with us, 
positively affirmed, that Hindoos and others had several t ime 
attempted to settle there, but, that without a single exception, they 
all died, or were driven away within one year. 

A little before sun-set we took up our lodging for the night close 
to the Ghedans or tents of three o r  four Brallooe shepherds, one of 
whom supplied us with abundance of milk, firewood, and water ; this 
little Kheil or society had selected a most romantic and retired spot, 
immediately under a stupendous range of mountains, for their abode ; 
their manners were mild, simple, and prepossessiug, and the only 
cares they seemed to have, in this peaceful retreat, were to protect 
their flocks fiom the nightly depredations of wolves and hyenas, to- . 
tend diein while grazing during the day, and to milk them morning 
and evening ; at all of which, both sexes were equally alert and 
skilftl. The flocks were just brought home as we dismounted, and 
it was surprising to see with what quickness and regularity they 
were all milked and pent up ; at this every soul assisted, from the 
father of the family to the infant that could just walk ; the ewes 
were milked into separate pails from the goats, as the butter made 
fiom them is not considered so likely to keep when clarified, though, 
when fresh, it is preferred by the Brahooes as being stronger : when 
the household avocations were over, the women and children came 
and sat round our fire, and chatted without the least reserve ; their 
demeanour, as well as that of the men, evinced a truly hospitable 
desire to oblige, uninfluenced by the hope of reward, and few, who 
have not been situated as we were at that moment, can fully appr* 
ciate the gratification of such treatment as we met with from these 
wild and uncivilized shepherds. Having given one of the daughters 
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of  our host some flour to bake bread for us, it h i a h e d  me with a 
plea for looking into the Ghedm or  tent to inquire, or  rsthar look, 
whether it was r c d y  or  not : I was much atruck with the cleanliness 
and comfort that prevailed in this extraordinary dwelling, which wm 
merely composed of a few thin sticks, bent ao as to form an w h e d  
mf, and covered with a kind of coarse, black blankets; the  one I 
entered, was scarcely high enough to  admit of  my atanding upright in 
it, the  length of it appealsd t o  me to be h u t  ten or  twelve 
yards, m d  tlie breadth an many feet, and it wm most comfortably 
spread with coarse aupets, tliat I found were m d e  by the Bnhooe 
women ; the fire waa at one end, and caused the only inconvenience, 
from the want of a vent for the smoke, which escaped by the door J 

this, however, had the effect of rendering the Ch& much wanner 
than it otherwise would have been, which, to these poor people, who 
.re thinly clad, and more e x p e e d  to the  vicirreitidra of weather than 
any others whom I hare  ever met with, either in Europe or  Ask  
must be a p a t  o h j d  6 

4Q Fcbruaty. W e  quitted our hospitable Bnhooes thin morning, 
having previously rewarded them for their kindness with a p-t 

some mame white d o d l  and tobacco, article8 which they prized 
much more than money ; and &er marching up& of thirty-he 
mile. throuph a barren, mountainous country, the road extremely 
bad, and intersected by numerous deep and difficult ravines, arrived 
.t the town of Khozdar .t t h m  p. m. T h e  appearance of travellem 
.t t h i ~  staau)n of the !ear excited p;rrbat conjedure, and the i b  
bitants of the town riewctl us with suspicion m d  hurprire. W c  pd 
through the b a r  t o  the house of a Hindoo, to whom we h d  lettern 
of m m m c n d a t i o n ,  and aAer cona idcd le  detention, while a con- 
sultatiorl wan hcld whether we ahould be receivcd or not, succeeded 
in prorurirlg a vacant hovd, in which wc put up for the  night, and 
were ahortlv cnabltul t o  f i  mmr t i 4  for ourselves and cattle. 

31 Ft.lrarary. \Vc haltcul at i i l~ozdar this day, to  rcplcnish our 
suppli~v a ~ l d  give tlic camels a little rmt ; umong othem, we bd a 
visit from a respectable merchant of Kru~rib.r ,  who wan here pur- 

v Y 
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chising sheep for the market of that city, although the distance to 
drive them cannot be less than five hundred miles ; he said he had 
intruded himself on us, to inquire after an uncle of his, who went to 
Hindoostan some years before, and had not been since heard of; and 
ai  he was (he added) in our line *, he thought it possible we might 
know something of him ; he sat with us nearly two hours, and went 
away fully satisfied that we were real MoosulmansS in which opinion we 
did not consider it prudent to undeceive him. In the afternoon, a 
Hindoo Fakeer came to us, who declared, that he had performed a 
wandering pilgrimage all over Persia, Khorasan, Seistan, Kashmeer, 
Bokhara, &c. &c., on any of which regions he volunteered to give us 
such information as we wanted ; we asked him a very few questions, 
fearing we might excite his suspicions of our real characters,' but by 
his answers to those, he proved his boasted knowledge to be very 
superficial, and thatj although he might have seen much, he had 
observed little. 

Our stay here today gave us an oppohunity of seeing the town ; 
it is small, not having above five hundred houses, built in a valley 
encompassed by mountains, and surrounded by a low mud wall, 
also enclosing two or three gardens, which produce, in due season, 
grapes, figs, apricots, almonds, apples, &c. ; but when we were there, 
the trees were leafless, and every thing bespoke the depth of winter. 
Khozdar is the usual summer residence of Meer Moorad Ally, of the 
tribe of Kumburanee, and a brother-in-law of Muhmood Khan, chief 
of Kelat ; he was absent at Kutch Gundava f, but his Naeb, or 
deputy, a miserable looking old man, came to see us, and apologised 
on the score of indisposition, for not having done so the evening be- 
fore ; we acquainted him that we were the bearers of a letter from the 
Jam of Lus to his master; but as there was a probability of our 
eventually meeting him, we meant to take it on with us. The 
inhabitants of Khozdar are chiefly Hindoos from Mooltan and Shi- 

* Homedealers. 
t A country to the eastward, under the mountains. Vide Map 
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karpoor *, and such is their influence in the place, that the keys of 
the town gate are entrusted in the hands of their senior Brahmin 
every night, of which class there are several, who officiate at s 
Pagoda that the community have here dedicated to Kalee, the god- 
dess of fate : they seem to be a most dissolute debauched set, and at 
the season in which we were there, did nothing but smoke, chew 
Bhung t, and sit over the fire, which destructive vices give them all 
the symptoms and diseases of premature old age ; the bazar is well 
supplied by means of them, and they have likewise two water mills, 
that are turned by a stream running through the valley. 
6th February, From Khozdar to Bunkar, the distance ten or 

eleven miles, the road good, leading, with a considerable ascent, 
through the vallies of Khozdar and Baghwan, by which latter name 
the village is also often distinguished ; like the former, it belongs to 
Meer Moorad Ally Knmburanee, but is neither so large or populous ; 
and the whole of its inhabitants, save two Brahooe familiea, had 
emigrated to Kutch Gundava 

7th February. Our Mushks $ of water were fiozen into a mass 
of ice this morning; and our people could not venture out before 
eight o'clock, at which hour we mounted, and after a tedious 
and most fatiguing march of nearly fifty miles, through a bleak and 
desert country, with a bad road, alternately over and between moun- 
tains, we arrived at the Gillage of Soherab or Sooriab, situated in a 
plain of the same name, at nine o'clock at night: it became so 
piercingly cold aRer sunset, that we were obliged to dismount and 
lead the camels, which were nearly exhausted fiom famine and toil, 
when we got to the village, where a Mingull Ihahooe kindled a large 
fire, and gave up his houoe to us, himself and family going into a 
neighbour's. The valley of Soherab is very extensive, being from 

* Two lnrge trading cities lying north-east and east of Kelat. Vide narrative of the 
29d of January. (note.) 

+ Cannabis Sativa 
$ Leathern bags, for carrying water, used by travellers all over the east. 
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thirty to forty miles in length, and from ten to twenty in breadth : 
it is watered by a stream, supplied by different springs in the moun- 
tains ; and there are three or four villages in it, belonging to the 
brothem of Meer Moorad Ally of Bunkar, who have each a house here, 
at which they reside some part of the summer for sporting purposes : the 
mountains on the eastern side of this plain are exceedingly lofty, and 
the summits of them were white with snow ; a snowy peak also 
appeared, during the latter part of our march to day, which we.sub- 
sequently ascertained, lies upwards of seventy-five miles in a direct 
northerly line from Kelat, and must. have been, at the most moderate 
computation, when we first descried it, at least one hundred and 
fiRy miles from us. 

8th Febnucy. From Soherab to Rodenjo, a stage of twenty-six 
miles, almost entirely over the plain of Soherab, which we finally 
quitted three miles fi-om the latter halting place, half way there is 
a Surd *, cded Soormusing, or the Stone of Antimony, a name 
which it derives fkom the vast quantities of that mineral to be col- 
la ted in the vicinity; this Sura6 is a Munzil or stage for ladeh 
camels, and very fine water may be procured near it. The village 
of Rodenjo consists of a f m  miserable huts, and the people have no 
water except in wells, and that is neither good or plentifid : the con- 
tiguous country is bare and desolate, and nothing, I should conceive, 
but its being the first and only baiting place between Kelat and 
Soherab, and thereby having a considerable consumptiun of grain 
and other articles, could induce rational beings to fix their abode in 
so miserable a spot, when, by removing a few hours journey, they 
could enjoy the benefits of a fertile well watered district. 

This place is named Rodenjo from a curious tradition, firmly 
believed by all the natives, of two merchants having accidentally 
met here on an extreme cold winter's night, the camels of one of them 
being laden with madder, &d ofthe other with indigo, which two dyes 
are severally called in theBelooche language, Roden and Jo ; the mer- 

* S d ,  an inn, whence Karwansurae a Caravansery. 
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chant whose camels bore the latter, exchanged some of that valu- 
able article to a peat disadvantage, for a quantitv of the former, with 
which he made a fire, and thereby prcsencxl his life ; while his more 
parsimonious fellow-sufferer would not apply the smallest particle 
of his remaining merchandize to the m e  purpose, and perished 
from cold. 
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F E B R U A R Y  9th. We arrived at the city of Kelat this afternoon, 
afkr a march of twenty-five miles from Rodenjo ; the interme- 

diate country being very hilly, and here and there large patches of 
jungul ; the route was about north north-west, and fi.esh water to be 
had in many places. When we had passed through the suburbs, 



which are pretty extensive ; and reached the southern gate of the 
city; the Toofungchees or matchlock-men on guard inquired our 
business, and whence we had come. We briefly informed them, and 
desired to be shewn to the house of the Hindoo Shaloomull (Soon- 
du jee's agent at Kelat), to whom we had letters of credit and re- 
commendation ; one of them accordingly directed us to his shop 
in the Bazar, where our Hindoo produced our letters, and demanded 
a place to put up in. Shaloomull and his son advised our renting a 
house outside the city walls, because the air and climate were there 
more salubrious than those of the narrow streets. With this proposal 
we gladly concurred, it being attended with the additional advantage 
of privacy, which was a thing, of all others, we were most anxious for 
at that time : the son, therefore, accompanied us ; and after getting 
out of the fort and suburbs, and crossing a small brook that rub 
through the valley, we came to a house situated in a garden, which 
our condudor, having previously conversed with the owner, informed 
us was the one that his father proposed as our residence, and " which" 
added he, '' is particularly well-suited for you horse-dealers, h m  

having a walled yard attached to it, large enough to contain sixty 
" or seventy horses." 

Shortly after we had taken possession of our new house, which was 
a tolerably good one, built of mud on a frame of wood, like those of 
Bela, we were visited by all the better class of Hindoos, who were 
introduced to us by Shaloomull : to many of them we had letters of 
recommendation, that we now delivered, and the receivers expressed 
their willingness to shew us every attention : they informed us that 
we had arrived at a most untimely season, as the Khan, with his 
family, and the whole of the principal inhabitants of Kelat, had 
gone down to Kutch Gundava, to avoid the severity of the winter ; 

however," said they, if you remain two months here, as the spring 
opens they will all return ; the merchants will likewise arrive about 

" that time from Kandahar, and you may then procure whatever 
" number of horses you are empowered to ~urchase." We told them 
that our plan was such, and that we had only m e  up so early to 

G 
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ensure the first choice of the market. Among the Hindoos, one old 
man (the agent of Seit Dureeadna, our Kurachee enemy) was exces- 
sively troublesome and inquisitive regarding our ultimate movements 
and intentions; he expressed, in unequivocal terms, his doubts of 
our professions, as well as his surprize, that we had not brought 
letters to him ; and it was very evident to Captain Christie and my- 
self, fiom the tenor of his discourse, that he had had previous inti- 
mation of our intended advance, with directions to watch our 
motions * ; however, we got rid of the supposed spy and the whole 
party as soon as possible, under the pretence of having some- 
thing to eat. Late in the evening Shaloomull again came out to us, 
to know if we had any commands for him ; and as we had brought 
no clotfies of any description with us save those on our backs, we 
gave him instructions to have some made, agreeable to the most 
approved fashion of the day ; and likewise for a few other necessaries 
which were absolutely requisite during our halt here. When he de- 
parted we spread our kumlees t on the floor and slept soundly, 
happy to be respited for a short time fiom ow fatigue. 

10th February. This forenoon we had numberless visitors, who were 
prompted by curiosity to venture out of the city to see us, although 
the air was so piercing, that we were obliged to have a large fire burn- 
ing in the centre of the room the whole day, and keep pretty near it ; 
we, however, felt the cold much more than we should otherwise have 

The anxious mlidtude which the Umeers of Sinde displayed, $ the fvst instance, 
through the medium of Dureeadna; and, ultimately, by their avowed w t s ,  as will 
appear in another part of this narrative, to frustrate our plans, and compel us to abandon 
our object by quitting the country with ~recipitation, is easily accounted for by that 
jealous suspicion and disguised, though inveterate enmity and dread, which are the 
leading, and indeed it may be said, the only impulse of all their actions towards the 
British government of India and its officers ; and of which it fortunately happened that 
Captain Christie and I were fully aware, from being eye witnesses of their conduct 
regarding the mission from the supreme governmerit of India to them the preceding 

Year- 

t A coarse kind of blankets. 
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done from a want of clothing ; and the men who had come with us 
&om Lus were rendered by it so utterly incapable of making the 
least exertion, or being in any way useful to us, that it made us re- 
solve on sending them back and hiring others. I was rather sur- 
prised to find that those from Bombay stood the cold better, although 
Bela. has a much more inclement winter than that part of Hin- 
doostan. 

Our shivering party, including ourselves, formed a wonderful con- 
trast to our sturdy landlord and his brother, who set off a little a h r  
daylight in the morning to the adjacent mountains to cut fire-wood, 
with which they retur~ied late in the evening, bringing ua a present 
of a bag of snow, having heard us speak of it as novel ; it was the 
first I had seen, except at a distance on our route up, for nearly 
seven years, and brought my native green isle, if possible, more 
forcibly to my remembrance, with all its tender ties and dearest 
hopes : the feelings attach an inseparable idea of home to any thing, 
however unimportant, which we have been accustomed to behold in 
our more juvenile days. At that time, removed m I was from even 
the pleasures of a social intercourse with the civilized world, this 
sentiment operated with still greater force ; and I contemplated the 
snow with a mixed sensation of satisfaction and regret. Our land- 
lord laughed heartily at the expression of our thanks for the treat 
he had brought us : why," said he, with the utmost simplicity, 
'' should you place such a value on a little snow ; if you will accom- 

pany.me one day to the mountains, you may see a whole country 
" covered with it." I was, of course, silent, for it would have been 
useless, as well as impossible, to have explained my feelings at the 
moment to the person who addressed me. 

11th F e h r y .  We had a complimentary message from the Daro- 
gha or manager of Meer Mustapha Khan (the brother of the Khan 
of Kelat), regretting that indisposition precluded him from personally 
shewing us any civility ; but, at the same time, requesting that we 
.would not hesitate to command his services, in case he could be of 
use to us. We sent a reply, thanking him for his politeness, and pro- 

G 2 



44 KELAT. 

mising to wait upon him the first time we went to the city. Our 
visitors to-day were quite as numerous as the preceding one, and we 
were vastly entertained with many parts of the conversation we had 
with them ; they were in general Uehans, of the tribe called Bau- 
bee, who are settled at Kelat for purposes of traflCic. They were 
anxious to obtain information regarding the trade of Bombay ; and 
our Hindoo, being fortunately acquainted with the rates of that mar- 
ket, was enabled to satisfy their curiosity. 

Amongst them, a very well dressed man, called Fyz Mohummud, 
said he had been on intimate terms with an English gentleman who 
was formerly resident at Kurachee in Sinde. It was evident that he 
had only introduced this observation from a wish to ascertain whether 
we were r e d y  Englishmen or not, and if so, what our intentions 
might be ; but we feigned total ignorance on the subject, and I sim- 
ply answered, that I had heard fiom Soondurjee that the English had 
once had a Kothee or factory in Sinde. At length they came to the 
point by one of them declaring to his companions, in Pushtoo *, that 
he had himself seen us both, the ye& before, with the envoy to 
Sinde. We understood enough of that language to collect the mean- 
ing of his words ; and, indeed, the look of astonishment with which 
some of the others, who had not been apprized of the plot laid to 
discover who we were, viewed us, would have been a sd'icient inter- 
pretation of them ; we, therefore, strenuously denied the charge, 
and were supported in our denial by the Jam's men who happened 
to be present, and who turned .the idea into the ridicule which they 
devoutly thought it deserved. The Puttan, however, seemed far 
h m  inclined to withdraw his declaration, and was proceeding to 
describe minutely the time and place in which he was, as Captain 
Christie recollected, very correct, when Fyz Mohummud most o p  
portunely observed, that there were many vicissitudes in life, and that 
we were all predestined to changes of fortune. I suspect fiom this 

* The language spoken by the Uffghans. 
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redark, that he  believed our attempt to refute the assertion that had 
been made, arose more fiom an unwillingness to acknowledge our 
reduced circumstances and station in life, than any other cause, 
Whatever was his motive, we were very thankful to him, aa it had 
the effect of silencing the whole party, and obviated any furthet 
discussion regarding us. 

These Baubees, though better informed than the generality of 
people I met with, either at Kelat, or in any other part of Beloo.. 
chistan, did not appear to me to have the slightest conception of 
the most common forms of life or society, out of their own imme 
diate sphere of observation: if we spoke to them of Kandahar, 
Kutch Gundava, or any place that they had several times visited, 
they were intelligent and ready to communicate; but when any 
thing or place which they had not actually seen became the topic 
of discourse, they were as little able. to take a part in it as an infant 
of a year old ; this seems to be very much the case with d the ns- 
tives of those parts of Asia which I have traversed, and I am con- 
vinced fiom daily experience, thst unless they have an object in 
view, they never think of making foreign observations and inquiries. 
To this rule, doubtless, exceptions may be found, but I h c y  very 
few. The Hindoo, it is true, will tell you the readiest market fbr 
his goods.; and the Moosulman horse-dealer, I also admit, knows 
where to go to purchase the best and cheapest cattle ; but in these 
instances their avarice was concerned, and it induced them to inform 
themselves. I have been here led to make these reflections, which 
some will, perhaps, deem inapplicable, by recalling two questions 
that were put to us, by the very person who had spoken of his inti- 
macy with the Resident in Sinde, and who might, fiom that circum- 
stance alone, have been supposed to know a little better : he very 
gravely inquired if I knew whether the Firingee, i e. European 
governor of Bombay, was a Hindoo or a Moosulman? and a few 
minutes after he made use of the word " Company," and wished to 
be informed how old she was. At first I could not conceive his aim ; 
but he soon explaiped it, by saying he had always understood that 
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the 66 Company" was an old woman, with an immense deal of money. 
This absurd supposition obliged me to explain to him, as far as I 
could venture to do, and farther, perhaps, than he could compre- 
hend, the nature of the Sirkar, or government, that Europeans called 
the Company. To which he merely observed, that he had no doubt 
but I was right, as he had latterly been reflecting on the extrmrdi- 
nary age which the old woman must have attained since the factory 
in Sinde, upwards of half a century before, was called the Company's 
Kothee. 

The appearance of the Baubee merchants is rather prepossessing ; - 

all of that class whom we saw were stout well made men, with 
good features, and their manners rather polite and refined than 
otherwise ; their dress, at this season (winter), consists of a Pyrahun 
or shirt made of white cloth or coloured silk, a chintz Ulkaliq or 
tunic *, quilted with cotton ; a pair of blue silk or cotton trowsers, 
very long and wide, and the better classes wear variegated worsted 
socks; their turbands are moderately large, being formed of a com- 
mon sized Loongee, or silk cloth, under which they have a cap that 
covers the whole skull : over all, when they go out of doors, they 
wear a Posteen, or cloak made from sheep skins, with the woolly side in- 
ward, an appendage of dresa which gives an incredible deal of warmth : 
they likewise usually carry in their hands, or tied over their shoul- 
ders, a spare Loongee. In summer they discard all the warm parts 
of their dress, wearing Pyrahuns or shirts of thin calico, a tunic 

very light chintz, and, in lieu of the turband, many of them 
adopt a quilted cap. In the evening we had a present of some dried 
apricots from one of our Uffghan acquaintances, which we found 
a c d e n t ,  when they had been steeped three or four hours in 
mld water; they are preserved simply by the stones being taken 
out, and the fruit then laid in the sun. 

1%h, 13th, and 14th February. The former was the coldest day 

* Vide Narrative of the 23d January (note). 



GHILJYEE MERCHANT. 47 

that had'been felt at Kelat this winter, and we were indebted to thit 
circumstance for a quiet forenoon, as it prevented idlers from coming 
out of the city to our house ; we, therefore, took the opportunity to 
write some letters to Bombay. The host was so intense, that as I 
was washing my hands on the sunny side of our house, at twelve 
o'clock in the day, the water was frozen instantaneously as it fell on 
the ground. Towards evening it had dl the appearance of a heavy _ fall of snow, the air was thick and foggy, but .it  cleared off about 
nine p. rn. and froze hard during the night. 

On the 19th a Ghiljyee * merchant fiom Heraut called upon us ; 
he had come down with a Kaffilah t of forty-two camels, laden with 
asaf'cetida, and wished us to give him letters to Soondu jee at Bom- 
bay, as he hoped that his good offices might assist him in the sale 
of his goods. He was very thankful for our immediate acquiescence 
with his request, and ever1 carried his gratitude so far, that he ,pro- 
posed to dispatch one of our people with his merchandize, and he 
himself would go back to Kandahar and bring us whatever number 
of horses we required: this was, however, an obligation which we 
were by no means inclined, for many reasons, to place ourselves 
under to him, and we politely declined it. On departicg, he said 
he would often visit us during his short sojourn at Kelat ; and, ac- 
cordingly, the next day, 14th, he again came, and chatted with us 
for twa hours. We had perceived in all our communications with 
this man, that he believed us to be Moosulmans ; and before he left 
us to-day, he asked us our caste and country. Having previously pre- 
pared an answer, Captain Christie replied, without the least hesita- 
tion, that we were descended from an Oozbuck family that had been 
settled in Hindoostan for some generations. He was quite satisfied 

The Ghiljyees are a class of the Uffghans. 
t A Kaffilah and Karwan (or, according to European orthography, ca~m), lue 

usually synonymous. I believe a distinction does exist, at least the Beloochea and their 
neighbours consider a number of travellers, with their property, to be a K m a n ;  but, 
on the other hand, where ail the goods belong to one merchant, they speak of a Kaffilah. 

i I 
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of the truth of this, and only remarked that our coIour was thus s* 
tisfsctorily accounted for. * 

15th February. The tailor having brought home our new clothes, 
we visited the city today, and, &r strolling all over it, aat two 
hours at Shaloomull's shop in the Bazar. We were so metamorphosed 
in our Kelat habiliments, which were made after the fashion of the 
Baubee merchants ; and I had practised with ao much effect their 
peculiar mode of tossing about the loose Loongee, which is frequently 
carried in the hand, that an Uffghan came running up to me in the 
street, and asked, in the Pushtoo language, when I meant to return 
to Kandahar? To which our conductor replied, that I .had not deter- 
mined ; and the inquirer turned away without discovering his mistake. 
This city, which is the capital of the whole of Beloochistan, and thence 
called Kelat, or the city, by distinction, that word having that signifi- 
cation in the Belooche dialect, is situated on an elevated site, on the 
western side of a well cultivated plain or valley, about eight miles 
long, and two or three broad ; a greater part of which is laid out in 
gardens and other inclosures. The town is built in an oblong square, 
and three sides of it are encompassed by a mud wall, eighteen or 
twenty feet high, flanked, at intervals of two hundred and fifty 
paces, by bastions which, as well as the wall itself, are pierced with 
numberless loopholes for matchlock-men ; but there are no cannon 
mounted at present, nor would the works, according to my judg- 
ment, be strong enough to bear them in their present ruinous condi- 
tion. The defence of the fourth side of the city is formed by the 
western face of the hill, on which it is partly built, being cut away 
perpendicularly ; on the summit of this eminence stands the palace 
of Muhmood Khan, chief of Kelat, and now nomind Beglerbeg of 
Beloochistan, commanding a distinct view of the town and adjacent 
country. I had not an opportunity of seeing the inside of the 
palace ; but, viewed from the outside, it appears an irregular heap 

Many of the Tartars are as fair aa E u r ~  



of common mud buildings, with flat roofs forming terraces, that are 
protected by low parapet walls, pierced in the same manner i s  those 
of the fort, with lobpholes. 
' That quarte; of the hill on which the Khan's residence is erected, 
has been enclosed by a mud wall, with bastions : it is still kept in 
better repair than any other portion of the fortifications ; apd on the 
whole, I conceive this citadel, with very little trouble, might be ren- 
dered more capable of defence than any other place I saw in Beloo- 
chistan. The entrance to it is on the south-western side, and there 
is constantly a guard of Toohngchees, or Matchlockmen here, and 
at the city gates, which are three in number, and distinguished by the 
names, Khanee, Kandaharee, and Belaee : the two latter are 
so, from the roads to Kandahar, and Bela passing through them, and 
the other is a compliment to the Khan. The houses, inside the 
walls are upwards of two thousand five hundred, and the suburbs may 
i?xceed one half that amount. They are built of half-burnt brick, on 
wooden frames, and plaistered over with mud, or Chunam*; generally 
speaking, the streets are broader than those of native towns, and most 
of them have a raised pathway on either side kx foot passengers, and 
an uncovered kennel in the centre,' which latter is a great nuisance 
from the quantity of filth and dirt thrown into it, and the stagnant 
rain water that lodges there, as there does not exist any strictly en- 
forced regulations for keeping it clean. Another obvious obstacle to 
the comfort and cleanliness of the city arises from the upper stories of 
the houses frequently stretching across the streets, and thereby ren- 
dering the part beneath them gloomy and wet. This is intended as 
an attempt, though barbarous in the extreme, to imitate the covered 
Bazars of Persia and Kabool, for on my remarking to a man who ac- 
companied us through the town, the great inconvenience of it, he re- 
plied, " You must not judge of our Bazars unti! you have seen those 
!' of Kandahar and Heerat ; there they have whole streets covered 
" over, and yet no one ever thinks of finding fault with them." ' I 
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was not, at that time sd'iciently acquainted with the nature of the 
Bazars he alluded to, to ridicule the comparison as it deserved ; and 
the Belooche fancied he had quite reconciled me & my objections by 
his sapient observation. 

The Bazar of Kelat is extensive and well furnished with every kind 
of goods ; flesh meat, vegetables, and the necessaries of life are pro- 
curable daily, and at a moderate rate. The town is supplied with 
delicious water fiom a spring in the face of a hill on the opposite side 
of the plain, whence it meanders nearly through the centre of it, 
having the t ~ w n  and suburbs on one side, and on the other the gar- 
dens. The stream fiom this fountain is so abundant that it turns 
several water-mills before it runs a quarter of a mile: its source is in 
a natural cavern in the rock, into which I walked ten or twelve yards ; 
here the stream which is from two to three feet deep, clear as chrystal, 
m d  very rapid, divides itself into four or five branches, and the reces- 
ses from which they flow become so low and contracted that I could 
not penetrate farther. I do not recollect either to have seen or heard 
of a more luxuriant spring than this, and a remarkable fact attending 
it, is that the waters of it, at their immediate issue fiom the smaller 
channels possess a considerable degree of tepidity until afker sun-rise, 
when they suddenly become exceedingly cold, and remain so during 
the day. 

The water-mills turned by this stream, are on the same principle 
with all others I saw in Beloochistan, and are built immediately under 
a bank ; or where there is no natural fall, an excavation is made to ob- 
tain one. The wheel is vertical, and its action is accelerated or re- 
tarded by depressing or raising it according to the weight of the 
water: this precaution is very requisite, as the rivulets are often swoln 
to a great height by the rain or melting of the snow, and the millers 
are then compelled to raise the wheel on a level with the water, which 
would otherwise turn it with too great velocity. Some of the mills 
have a second channel to discharge this exuberant supply, but the 
above is the most common method of remedying the inconvenience. 
The greater half of the gardens in the valley of Kelat, were planted by 
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the father of the present chiec and ue pertups not J& arrived at that 
perfection which they may yet  attain. They produce in plenty the 
various sorts of fruit so common in oriental climpt# ; but aa thia 
is a topic, the consideration of which, agreeable to the plan I have 
laid down, more properly belonga to another place, I ahall defer it for 

future opportunity. 
The inhabitants of Kelat may be said to be composed of four claws; 

namely, Beloochea or Brahooi.~, Hind- Uffghann. and Dehwam ; 
.nd as an explanation of their divisions into tribes, puticularly the 
former, is a subject q u i r i n g  considerable detail, 1 ahall ddicste the 
subsequent chapter to the observations I have been enabled to make 
upon them. 



\ 

CHAPTER IV. 

BELOOCHES. - T H E  NAME OF T H E  WHOLE POPULATION. - OBSCURE ORIGIP*' 

AND HISTORY. - FICTION. - GREAT CLASSES. - BELOOCHES AND BRAHOOES. 

- TRIBES. - SUBDIVISIONS. - DESIONATIONS. - WHENCE. - DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN THEM. - LANGUAGE OF T H E  RELOOCHES. - RESEMBLANCE T O  
PERSIAN. - PRONUNCIATION. - GROUNL)S OF THE AUTHOR'S OPINION. - BRA- 

HOEEKEE, OR LANGUAGE OF T H E  BRAHO0ES.- DISSIMILARITY TO T H E  PER-.  

SIAN. - HINDUWEE. - PUNJABEE. - CONTOUR OF T H E  PEOPLE WIDELY 

DIFFERENT. - EXCEPTIONS SOMETIMES EXIST. - WHEN. - PRECAUTIONARY 

REMARK. - PRINCIPAL BELOOCHE TRIBES. - NAMES. - NHAROOES. - 
WHERE SETTLED. - RINDS AND MUGHSEES. - EMIGRANTS. - SUBDIVISIONS , 
O F  ALL THREE. - CHIEFS. - H I L L  TRIBES. - NHAROOES. - PARTICULAR 

DESCRIPTION OF THEM. - HARDY. - BRAVE. - SAVAGE. - ABHOR PRIVATE 

THEFT. - PREDATORY. - SENTIMENTS ON THAT POINT. - CHUPAOS. - 
WHAT. - UNDER T H E  ORDERS OF THEIR CHIEFS. - HOW CONDUCTED. - 
FOOD. - WATER. - PLAN USUALLY PURSUED. - ATTACK. - AMAZING RATE 

O F  TRAVELLING. - MAKE A CIRCUIT. - OBJECT. - GREAT PERIL OF T H E  

CHUPAOS. - LIKELY CONCLUSION T O  BE DRAWN. - INACCURATE. - PROOFS. 

- RINDS AND MUGHSEE BELOOCHE CLASSES. - LESS PREDATORY. - CAUSE 

UNCERTAIN. - AUTHOR'S CONJECTURE. - REASON FOR IT. - APOLOGY FOR 

T H E  NHAROOES. - COMPARISON BETWEEN T H E  THREE CLASSES. - RINDS 

AND MUGHSEES NOT SO HARDY AS T H E  NHAROOES.' - CLIMATE, T H E  OPE- 

RATIVE CAUSE. - SURMISE. - COLOUR. - RESEMBLANCE OF T H E  RINDS AND 

MUGHSEES TO EACH OTHER - NOT APPLICABLE TO T H E  NHAROOES. - 
SKETCH OF ALL THREE CLASSES CONTINUED. - RELIGION. -ENMITY TO- 

WARDS THE SHEEAS. - AUTHOR'S OPINION. - REMARKABLE HOSPITALITY. - PILFERING, HOW LOOKED UPON. - FIDELITY. - OBEDIENCE. - MOTIVE 

FOR T H E  LATTER. - DOMESTIC HABITS. - PASTORAL GHEDANS OR TENTS. 

- TOOMUNS OR VILLAGES. - KHEILS OR SOCIETIES. - T H E  LATTER DIS- 

CRIMINATED BY PREFIXES. - LIKELY T O  MISLEAD BY BEING CHANGED. - 
EXEMPLIFIED BY AN ANECDOTE. - EXCEPTION TO LIVING IN GHEDANS. - 
HUTS. - RECEPTION OF GUESTS. - DETAIL OF THAT CEREMONY. - INDO- 

LENCE O F  T H E  BELOOCHES. - SMOKING. - GAMBLING. -PERNICIOUS HABITS. - NO DRUNKARDS. - FOOD. - FLESH-MEAT. - CAJIELS' FLESH. - GAME. - VEGETABLES. - ASAF(ET1DA. - HOW EATEN. - USUAL NUNBER OF WIVES. - OFTEN EXCEEDED. - INSTANCES. - WOMEN TREATED WITH RESPECT. - 
ALLOWED T O  APPEAR - NOT UNIVERSAL. - SLAVES. - HOW PROCURED. - 
KINDNESS TOWARDS THEY.  - TREATMENT WHEN FIRST TAKEN. - SOON 

EECONCILED. - PROVED BY AN ANECDOTE. - DRESS.- SHIRTS. - TRO\VSERS. - CAP. - CHIEFS' DRESSES.- POOREST CLASSES. -WOMEN'S DRESS. - PER- 



BELOOCHES. 

SONS IMMODESTLY EXPOSED. - HAIR OF' YOUNG WOMEN; - HOW FASTENED, 

- OLD WOMEN. - MUFFLED U P  WHEN OUT O F  DOORS. - NOT SO WITHIN: - PROOF. - SOLDIERS' ARMS. - INCONVENIENCE. - NOT CONSIDERED. - 
MANNER O F  FIGHTING. - WEAPONS. - WHENCE BROUGHT. - HOME MANU- 

FACTURE. - AMUSEMENTS. - SHOOTING. - HUNTING.- COURSING. - FIRING 

AT MARKS. - CUDGELLING. - WRESTLING. - SWORDS. - SPEARS. - EX- 
PERTNESS. - NEZUH BAZEE OR SPEAR PLAY. - HOW PERFORMED. - DAN- 

GEROUS. - EXERTION NECESSARY. - FUNERAL CEREMONIES. - SIMILAR T O  

ALL MOOSULMANS'. - FATIHU KHANEE OR PRAYER READING. - CONTRASTED 

WITH WAKES. - MARRIAGE CEREMONIES. - PRELIMINARY STEP. - SANG OR 

PROMISE. - ITS  NATURE. - OFFERINGS. - BETROTHED COUPLE. - CONDUCT 

TOWARDS EACH OTHER. - CEREMONY. - SUBSEQUENT CONDUCT OF T H E  

BRIDEGROOM. - CONSUMMATION. - DOWRY. - AUTHOR'S OPINION. - RE- 
FLECTIONS. - MORAL CHARACTER. - FEMALE HONOR. - JEWISH RELIGION. 

- LAWS. - INSTANCES OF THEM. - DANGEROUS EFFECTS RARE. - BRAHOOE 
CLASS. - TRIBES. - KHEILS. - WANDERING PEOPLE. - HARDY.- EXTERNAL 

APPEARANCES CONTRASTED WITH T H E  BELOOCHES. - OCCUPATIONS. - MA- 

NUFACTURES. - FOOD. - VORACIOUS APPETITES. - FLESH-MEAT. - T H E  

REASON THEY ASSIGN FOR INDULGING. - MEAT HOW PRESERVED. - 
VERY PALATABLE. - PRECAUTION I N  STORING IT. - BRAHOOES FAITH- 
FUL. - HOSPITABLE. - INDUSTRIOUS. - AUTHOR'S CONTRAST OF THEIR 
CHARACTER. 2 GREAT BRAVERY. - AUTHORITY OF THEIR CHIEFS. - UN- 

COUTH MANNERS. - NOT UNPLEASING. - GRATEFUL. '- AMUSEMENTS. - 
MARKSMEN. - SWORDS. - NO SPEARS. - MEN'S DRESS. - DOMESTIC OCCU- 

PATIONS. - WOMEN NOT SECLUDED. - WOMEN'S APPAREL. - RELIGION. - 
MARRIAGE. - INTERMENT. - GREAT SIMPLICITY. - LrST OF BRAHOOE TRIBES. 
- CHIEFS. - NUMBERS. - COMPLICATED SUBJECT. - ANALYSIS OF VARIOUS 

NAMES. - FREQUENTLY CHANGED. - INTERMARRIAGES. - PECULIAR DIVI- 

SION OF ONE TRIBE. - PUNCTILIO O F  T H E  RIND BELOOCYES AND BRAHOOES, 

- HINDOOS. - TOLERATED. -THEIR FEARS OF T H E  GOVERNMENT. -NUM- 

BERS. - OPULENCE. - GLOOMY. - THE CAUSE. -AUTHOR'S REFLECTIONS. - 
PAGODA. - DHURUM PYSA. - WHAT. - BRAHMINS. -EAT FLESH-MEAT. - 
NOT STRICT. - INSTANCES. - DRESS OF HINDOOS. - APPEARANCE. - AC- 

COUNTS. - DIALECT.- BAUBEES. - ALREADY SPOKEN OF. - TRIBE OF NO 

NOTE. - COUNTRY. - OCCUPATIONS. - MERCHANTS. - GUZERATTE. -DEH- 

WARS OR DEHQANS. - WHO. - ORIGIN UNCERTAIN. - DIALECT. - SURMISE. 

-INCORRECT. - PURSUITS. - VARIOUS ACTS OF VASSALAGE THEY PERFORM. 
- IMMUNITIES THEY ENJOY. - MANNERS. - NOT ALLOWED TO MARRY WITH 

OTHER TRIBES.-RELIGION.-DOMESTIC LIFE.-TREATMENT OF THEIR WOMEN. 

-TAUJIKS. -WHO. - CONCLUSION. - ADDITIONAL CLbSSESs - DISCUSSION 

DEFERRED. 

T HE Belooches, who form the great bulk, or perhaps, very strictly 
speaking, the whole of the populationt hroughout Beloochistan, 

are a people whose origin is so obscure, and whose history, like that of 
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sll other barbarous tribes, is so blended with romantic fiction and tales 
of wonder, that I have found it exceedingly difficult to reduce either 
the one or the other to any credible form. They are divided into two 
great classes, severally known by the appellations of Belooche and 
Brahoo6, and these two are again subdivided into such an infinite 
number of tribes, who take their names fiom the most trivial circum- 
stances, that it is morally impossible to account for them : the chief 
under whom they serve, the district or country to which they belong, 
or the tradition whence they derive their descent, are the most common 
designations they assume. Between these two superior classes, the 
leading distinctions that I observed were in their languages and ap- 
pearance; and unquestionably they constitute the greatest that can 
exist between men of the same colour and inhabiting the same nation. 
The Belooche or Beloocheekee (so the language of the Belooches is 
called), partakes considerably of the idiom of modern Persian, and at 
least one half its words are borrowed from that language, but greatly 
disguised under a corrupt and unaccountable pronunciation : the 
similarity of sound is, however, so very striking, that during my 
journey amongst these people, I latterly understood from my know- 
ledge of Persian, almost every sentence that I heard spoken in Beloo- 
chee. The Brahooekee is, on the contrary, so dissimilar in its sound 
and formation, that I never recollect to have remarked in it a single 
expression in any way approaching the idiom of Persian. It contains 
an extensive portion of ancient Hinduwee words, a circumstance 
which will be explained in the historical account of this class, and as 
it strikes the ear, bears a strong resemblance to Punjaubee, the dialect 
spoken in that part of India called the Punjaub.* 

The contour of the people of these two classes is as unlike in most 
instances as their languages, provided they be the descendants of a 
regular succession of ancestors of either ; but the frequent inter- 

* I here speak alone of the sound, as I am equally unacquainted with either of the 
languages I venture to compare. 
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marriages which take place among them, have tended to such a, de- 
gree to blend together the peculiar characteristics of both, that in 
many families, and even whole tribes, they have ceased to exist ; 
and, therefore, the offspring of such unions form a third class, who 
may, perhaps, often differ to a trifling extent in appearance, from 
their progenitors, although they are incorporated into one or other 
of the classes. I conceive it here necessary to state again, what I 
have done at the commencement of this chapter, ih order to prevent 
confusion, that the aggregate population is exclusively known by the 
name of Belooches, which adheres to one of the two classes it 
diverges into; but as they must be considered separately, I shall. 
henceforward always distinguish each as Belooches or Rrahds .  

The Belooches, horn the most accurate information I could ao 
quire on this perplexing subject, branch, in the first instark, from 
the original class of that name, into three principal tribes, called 
Nharooks, Rinds, and Mughsees. The former, the Nharooks, prin- 
cipally inhabit that portion of Beloochistan which lies to the west- 
ward of the desert, and there are likewise Kheils, or societies, of 
them at Nooshky, a village north-west of Kelat, and in Seistan : the 
other two tribes, the Rinds and Mughsees, are settled in Kutch Gun- 
dava, a low country to the eastward, at the base of the mountains, to 
which fertile plain they have emigrated at different periods, from the 
province of Mukran, and have become incorporated with the Jeths, 
or cultivators of the soil, as the subjects of the Khans of Kelat ; a 
few of them likewise reside in the hills to the north-eastward of 
Kutch Gundava, and on the skirts of the desert north of Kelat. * 

The subdivisions of the Nharoo6 tribe are about eight or ten, and 
those of the Rinds and Mughsees each amount to many more than 
double that number. I annex a list of such of all three as I posi- 

For all the geographical points mentiond in this paragraph, I must refer my readers. 
to the Map. I am sensible of the advantages of detailed explanation as I advance, but in 
a narrative of this kind it would be endless to subjoin notes on every place that is spoken 
of in the comse of it. 
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.tively ascertained, with the names of some of their Sirdars or leaders ; 
and I am likewise enabled to add the avowed strength of a few .of 
them in fighting men ; but I am myself of opinion that it is much 
exaggerated : 

I 

Nharook Belooche Tribes. 

Natnes. 

, 1. Rukhshanees 
2. Sajadees 
.3. Khasogees 
4. Koords or Shuhedees 
5. Meengs or Minds 
6. Urbabees 

. 7. Mulikahs 

Numbera Chid. 

$00 Mirab  Khan. 
450 Meer Shah Suwar. 
150 
4500 Oolfut Khan. 
300 Shah Suwar Khan. 

6000 Shah Mihrab Khan. 
250 Eesa Khan. 

To the first of these the head of the clws belongs, and the whole are, 
in consequence of that, as frequently distinguished in common conver- 
sation by that appellation as that of NharooC. The authority, how- 
wer, which Mihrab Khan enjoys is merely titular. 

Namen 

1. Rindanees 
4 Goolumboolks 
3. Poghs 
4. Jullumbane6s 
5. Deenaids 

- 6. Poozhes 
7. K u l d s  
8. Jutoobs 
9. Doombuke6s 
lo. Booled& 

Rind Belooche Tribes. 
.-ha 

Numbers. Chi&. 

8000 Sirdar Khan. 
700 
300 Meer Saheb. 
800. 
700 Fyzoollah . Khan. 
600 
700 
75 

900 Meer Syfoodeen. 
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Rind Belooche Tribes - continued. 

Names. Numbers. Chi& 

11. Doankeks 
12. Kharaneks 
13. Omranees 
14. Kosas 
15. Changyaa 
16. Nousherwanees 
17. Bugothees 
18. Mureks 
19. Goorchanees 
20. Muzarees 
21. Direeshks 
22. Lugharees 
23. h r d s  
24. Chachre6s 
25. Moundustreks 

Names. 

I. Mughsees 
9. Ubruhs 

- 3. Lashards 
4. Matyheks 
5. BoordeCs 
6. Oonurs 
7. Narees 
8. Jutkeks 

a 9. Kullunduranebs 
10. MoosaneCii 
11. Kukranehs 
1% Jukrands 

Meer Abbass. 
Sabit Khan. 
Shumsher Khan. 
Meer Buhadoor. 
Sikundur Khan. 

Futtuh Khan. 

Jumal Khan. 
Mohummud Khan. 

Lushkur Khan. 

Mughsee Belooclre Tribes. 

Chiefi. 

JaEer Khan. 
Qaem Khan. 
Gholam Mohummud Khan. 
Ally Mohummuck 
Jullall Khan. 
Dooreea Khan. 

Noor Khan. 
Kureem Khan. 
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Mughee B e l d e  T r i h  - continued. 

Nma. Numbers. 

13. Eesobanebs 
14. Jukrahs 
15. Jullaneks. 
16. Toorbundzfees 

Of the Rind Belooches, the nine tribes last enumerated are those 
that dwell in the hilly regions to the north-eastward of Kutch Gun- 
dava, and there might be, perhaps, a few others added to that class, 
and likewise to the Mughsees, of whom I shall hereaRer speak in my 
account of the province of Sinde. 

T h e  NharooQ are commonly a tall, handsome, active race of 
men, not possessing great physical strength, but adapted and inured 
to changes of climate and season ; and accustomed to undergo every 
species of fatigue. They are fearless of death, and, in battle, said to 
fight with great gallantry, only requiring a leader to direct them to 
the proper point for a display of their impetuous valour. Bound by 
no laws, and restrained by no feelings of humanity, the Nharooks 
are the most savage and ' predatory clast3 ef Belooches ; and, while 
they deem private theR dishonourable and disgraceful in the extreme, 
they contemplate the plunder and devastation of a country with spch 
opposite sentiments, that they consider it an exploit deserving of the 
highest commendation ; and, steeled by that feeling, they will in- 
dividually recount the assistance they have rendered on such occa- 
sions, the numbers of men, women and children they have made 
captives and carried away or murdered, the villages they have burned ' 

and plundered, and the flocks they have slaughtered when unable to 
drive them off. 

The lawless incursions, during which these outrages and cruelties 
are committed, are 'here called C'hupaos; and as they are almost 
always conducted under the immediate superintendance and orders 
of the chiefs, they form a very considerable source of profit to them. 
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The depredators are usually mourlted on camels, and furnished, 
%cording to the distance they have to go, with food, consisting of 
dates, sour cheese, and bread ; they also carry water in a small 
leathern bag, if requi~ite, which is often the case in the midst of 
their deserts. When all is prepared they set &, and march inces- 
santly till within 'a few miles of the point whence the Chupao is t~ 
commence, and then halt in a jungul or some unfrequented spot, in 
order to give their camels rest. On the approach of night, they mount 
again; and, as soon as the inhabitants have retired to repose, they 
begin their attack by burning, destroying, and carrying off whatever 
comes in their way. They never think of resting for one moment 
during the Chupao, but ride on, over the territory on which it is 
made, at the rate of eighty or ninety miles a day, until they have 
loaded their camels with as much pillage as they can possibly re- 
move ; and, as they are very expert in the management of those 
animals, each man, on,an average, will have charge of ten or twelve : 
if practicable, they make a circuit, which enables them to return by 
a different route from the one they came : ihis is attended with the 
advantage of affording a double prospect of plunder, and also mis- 
leads those who pursue the robbers, a step generally taken, though 
with little effect, when a sufEcient body of men can be collected for 
that purpose. 

From this description of Chupaos, which was given me by several 
different Belooches who had been upon them, they are evidently 
services of great peril and danger. Many of the marauders, who are 
separated from their companions in the night and leR behind, are 
seized, mutilated, and murdered in the most cruel manner by the 
exasperated inhabitants ; others are killed in the skirmishes which 
take place, and some die from fatigue and want of rest. It might, 
therefore, be supposed to require a certainty of great gain, as an in- 
ducement to the Belooches to risk their lives in such desperate under- 
takings ; but so entirely is this reversed, that the Chupaos are oRen 
unsuccessful, from the natives of the devoted districts haying previ- 
ous information, and taking means to repel them ; and again, some 

I e 
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that succeed in a partial manner, barely repay them for the camels 
that die during or after it fiom over-work. At times, however, the 
robbers reap the reward of their intrepidity, and Mihrab Khan Rukh- 
shanee told me that he himself once shared, fiom a Chupao into the 
Persian province of Laristan, slaves and other spoil to the amount of 
six thousand rupees *, a large sum in the estimation of a savage. 

The Rinds and Mughsees are less predal in their habits and mode 
of life than the NharooCs ; but whether that proceeds from an innate 
detestation of such outrages, or a dread of the Khan of Kelat, I am 
unable to pronounce with certainty. I should, however, be inclined 
to suspect the latter cause as operating more forcibly than the 
former; for we find that the Muzards, Direeshks, and other Rind 
tribes, who live in the hills, and are in a great measure out of the 
immediate precincts of the Khan's authority, infest the roads and 
commit the most atrocious robberies and murders on travellers, a 
practice more to be reprobated than even that pursued by the Nha  
rooks ; in extenuation of whom I may observe, that as they never 
enter into any engagements, they always deem themselves in a state 
d warfare with the surrounding nations, and the Chupaos I have 
described, form their system of carrying on hostilities. The Rinds 
and Mughseks resemble the Nharooiis in size and stature ; and like 
them, have good features and expressive countenances, but are not 
capable of bearing an equal portion of hardships and labour. The 
climate of the country, in which they chiefly now reside, seems to 
have enervated and deprived them of that energy of mind and body 
which doubtless once appertained to them in their native mountains 
of Mukran, and which is still to be traced in the tribes already men- 
tioned as inhabiting the hills. They are darker in colour than the 
NharooCs, a circumstance also to be attributed to the heat of the 
cliniate of Kutch Gundavee. The men of these two classes, or any 
of the tribes emanating from them, whom I met with, either during 

7501. Sterling. 



my journey or since my return to India, did not strike me as differing 
from each other in manners or appearance, and a stranger might 
readily have supposed they were all of the same class, which is not 
the case with the Nharooi: and its different ramifications ; but as I 
shall have an opportunity, in the course of my narrative, of exempli- 
fying the distinctions I perceived amongst them, I now proceed to 
finish the sketch of the Belooche character, by describing those points 
in which they all appeared to me to correspond. 

With regard to religion, they are, with a very few exceptions to, 
the westward, Soonee Moosulmans, and inveterate in their hatred 
and enmity against the Sheeas *, under which persuasion, I am con- 
vinced, it would be more dangerous to appear in Beloochistan, than 
even as a Christian. 

The hospitality of a Belooche is proverbial, and I found it equally 
conspicuous in every part of the muntry which I visited. Among 
them pilfering is considered a most despicable act ; and when they 
once offer, or promise to afford protection to a person who may re- 
quire or solicit it, they will die before they fail in their trust. They 
obey their chiefs with alacrity and willingness, but this obedience 
seemed to me rather to result from a confidence placed on 
the propriety of what they are ordered to perform, and a wish to 
uphold the respectability of their tribes, which depends much on 
that of the Surdars or chiefs, than from any feelings of deference 
and respect that they entertain towards the latter; for I observed, 
that in many instances, even under their immediate eye, they acted 
as if they held themselves scarcely amenable to their authority. In 
their domestic habits, the Belooches are almost all pastoral ; they 
usually reside in " Ghedans," or tents, made of black felt, or coarse 
blanket, stretched over a frame of wicker-work, formed from the 

The Soonnees are those Moosulmans who contend that the l a 6 1  succeseion to M+ 
hummud rested in the four Imams, Aboobukur, Omar, Othman, and Ali, while the 
She- ae strenuously contend that Ali alane, as the nephew and son-in-law of the Pro- 
phet, had that right. 
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branches of the Guz (Tamarisk) bush : an assemblage of these G h e  
b n s  constitute a Toomun, or village, and the inhabitants of it a 
Kheil, or society, of which, from the nature of their formation, it 
is clear there may be an unlimited number in one tribe; and I know 
half a dozen of instances where they exceed twenty or thirty : they 
are commonly discriminated by a titular prefix, such as Umeerk  
DaodCe, Surdaree, &c. to the word Kheil, as the UmeerCe Kheil, 
the noble society, DaodCe Kheil, David's society, &c. &c. This 
complicated subdivision of the tribes into Kheils, is likely to confuse - 
a casual observer, and more especially from their changing, as they 
often do, their distinguishing titles with their places of residence. 
For example, when I was at Nooshky, on the borders ,of the desert, 
there waj a Kheil of Mingull BrahooCs, (a people whose country ia 
to the southward of Kelat,) encamped about two miles off; and, on 
my asking one of them his tribe, he replied, Mingull, and his Kheil, 
Nooshkyke, or the society of Nooshky. T t  is right to add, that some 
of the Belooches, particularly the N h d  clans, prefer mud houses 
to tents, and even live in forts ; nor is it uncommon, in the western 
parts of Beloochistan, to find one half the Kheil residing in Ghe- 
dans, and the other in huts ; I believe that the preference which is 
shewn to the latter, is on account of the cold. 

Their reception of guests is simple, yet impressive. When a visi- • 
tor arrives at a Toomun, a carpet is spread in fiont of the door of 
the Mihman Khanu, or house for guests, of which there is one in 
every town or village in Beloochistan ; the Sirdar, or head of the 
Kheil, immediately appears, and he and the stranger having em- 
braced, and mutually kissed hands, the followers of the latter suc- 
cessively approach, and the Sirdar gives them his hand, which they 
press to their foreheads and lips. So far the reception is conducted 
in profound silence, and the parties now sit down, on which the 
chief addresses the stranger, and asks him, four several times, how 
he does, to which the other answers in the usual complimentary 
terms; be then inquires in the same manner for his family and 
friends, and even for ihe health of his followers who are present, to 
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whom the visitor turns, as if to appeal for information; they all nod 
assent to being in good health ; and the ceremony concludes, by the 
new-comer making an equal number of inquiries for the welfare of 
the family, Kheil or society, followers, and friends of the Sirdar. 
By nature the Belooches are extremely indolent, and, unless occupied 
by some favourite amusement, they will spend whole days in loung- 
ing &om one Ghedan to another, smoking and gambling ; many of 
them are addicted to the pernicious custom of chewing opium and 
Bhung *, but I neither met with, or heard of a single instance of 
habitual ebriety, fiom spirituous liquors or wine ; in fact that species 
of the vice of drunkenness seems .to be unknown amongst them. 
Their various foods are wheaten and barley cakes, rice, dates, cheese, 
sweet and sour milk, which last they infinitely prefer; soup made 
&om dholl, or peas, and seasoned with red pepper, and other heat- 
ing herbs, and flesh-meat whenever they can procure it, including 
that of yaung camels, and every kind of game : of vegetables they 
prize onions, garlic, and the leaves and stalk of the asafetida plant, 
which they roast or stew in butter, raw or clarified. They us~.~ally 
limit themselves to one or two wives, and their chiefs four; but this 
totally depends on choice. I saw men of the lowest station, who 
had seven or eight living, and Mihrab Khan, chief of the Rukh- 
shanees, had just espoused his sixteenth when I was at his capital. 
They treat their women with attention and respect, and are not so 
scrupulous about their being seen by strangers as most other Moo- 
aulmans, although they by no means allow them to appear in public 
at all times. 

The Belooches keep great numbers of slaves of both sexes, the 
fruits of their Chupaos, whom they treat with a kindness and liber- 
ality that is quite gratifying to see. When first taken, they look 
upon themselves as the most unfortunate beings in existence, and, 
to say the truth, the treatment they then experience, is of the 

Cannabis Sativa 
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harshest and moat discouraging description ; they are blindfolded 
and tied on camels, and in that manner transported, to prevent the 
possibility of their knowing how to return ; the women's hair, and 
men's beards, are also shaved off, and the roots entirely destroyed 
by a   reparation of quicklime, to deter them from any wish to revisit 
their native soil ; but they ,shortly get reconciled to their fate, and 
become very faithful servants. I shall relate an anecdote, which 
will best exemplify the footing on which they live with their 
masters. Captain Christie, speaking on this subject, expressed 
his surprize to Eidel Khan Rukhshanee, the Sirdar of Nooshky, 
that the numerous slaves which he had, should .work so dili- 
gently, without any person to look after them. 66 Why not," 
said he, '( they are clothed, fed, and treated like the other mem- 
66 bers of my family, and if they do not labour, they are well aware 
66 that bread will be scarce, and they must then suffer aa well as our- 
(6 selves ; it is their interest to have plenty, because they know what- 
66 ever may fall to my lot, they get a share of it." Captain Christie 
assented to the justness of these observations, but added, that he 
should have thought them likely to run away. 66 Nothing of the 
66 kind," replied t h e  old Sirdar, 66 they are too wise to attempt it: 
66 in the first place, they don't know the way to their own country ; 
66 but even admitting they did, why should they wish to return? 
(6 They are much happier here, and have less worldly cares ; were 

they at home, they must toil M l  as hard as they now do ; beside 
6' which, they would have to think of their clothes, their houses, and 

their food ; situated as they now are, they look to me for 
all those necessaries ; and, in short, that you may judge yourself 
of their feelings, I need only inform you, that the severest punish- - 

66 ment we can inflict on one of them, is to turn him about his 
66 business." 

The common dress of the Belooches is a coarse white or blue 
calico shirt, open about fourteen inches down the front, buttoning 
round the neck, and reaching below the knee; their trowsers are 
made of the m e  cloth, or a striped kind of stuff called Soosee, and 

I I 
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puckered round the ancles: on their heads they seldom wear any 
thing except a small silk or cotton quilted cap, which is made to sit 
to the shape of the skull, and over this, when in full dress, they add 
a- turband, either checked or blue, and a Kummurbund or sash, of 
the same colour round their waists. The chiefs and their relatives 
likewise appear in winter with an Ulkhaliq, or tunic, of chintz, lined 
and stuffed with cotton ; and the poorer classes, when out of doors; 
wrap themselves up in a surtout made of a peculiar kind of cloth, 
manufactured from a. mixture of goat's hair and sheep's wool. The 
women's attire is very similar to that of the men, their shifts are 
usually cotton cloth, dyed red or brown, very long, quite down to 
the heels, open in front below the bosom, and as they wear nothing 
under them, their persons are considerably exposed; their trowsers 
are preposterously wide, and made of silk, or a fabrication from that- 
and cotton mixed. The young women, both married and unmar- 
ried, have a very ingenious method of fastening their hair up, by 
dividing it into different locks, twisting them round the head, and-  
inserting all the ends in a knot on the crown ; it looks very tidy, and. 
at a short distance I repeatedly mistook it for a cap. The old wo- 

e 

men tie handkerchiefs round their heads, flowered with worsted or 
silk. When they go abroad, both young and old muffle up their. 
fsces so as not to be seen, but in their houses they are not, as I have 
already stated, at all particular; and when I was at the village of, 
Nooshky; I was frequently in the Sirdar's Ghedan, when his whole 
fkmily waa present. 

A Belooche soldier, when armed cap-acpm, makes a very fonnid- 
able display. He carries a. matchlock, sword, spear, dagger, and, 
shield, besides a multiplicity of powder flasks, priming horns, and- 
pouches; the lattt?r crammed with balls, slugs, flints, tinder boxes,. 
and other warlike apparatus, which, on-active service, must encum-- 
ber him beyond conception ; they do not, however, seem to mind- 
it, 'and a warrior's prowess is often estimated - by the weight of his 
accoutrements. They are all capital marksmen, and on that account 
in battle, avoid as much as ~ossible, coming to close combat ; but 
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when they have no alternative, they either throw away their firearms, 
or sling them by the side of the camel, or horse on which they nre 
mounted. The best and most prized warlike weapons they have, are 
of foreign mandactme. Matchlocks, swords, and daggers, they get 
fim Persia, Khorasan, and Hindoostan : shields fiom the latter 
oountry ; and for spears they are generally indebted to their neigb 
boun the Sindians. At Kelat there is an armwry for mstchlOCks, 
swords, and spears, belonging exclusively to the Khan, but the 
workmanship I saw from it ws. bad and clumsy. 
The smueements of the Belooches are such, as we should expect to 

find among a wild and uncivilized people : they are enthusisstiC8UY 
fbnd of every species of field sports ; and much of their time is 

in shooting, hunting, and coursing, for which latter purpose, 
they bestow a vast deal of attention on the training of their grey- 
hounds : a good one is valued at two or three camels, or even more, 
and I was informed that the Khan of Kelat has been known to pay 
to the value of four hundred rupees * for one dog. Firing at marks, 
cudgelling, wrestling, practising with swords, and throwing the spear, 
are likewise, all favourite diversions with them ; and neighbouring 

cope with each other at these exercises: the four latter they 
rnderstand scientifically, and at the former, some of them are so in- 
credibly expert, that 1 am assured they can invariably hit a target, 
not more than six inches square, off a horse at full gallop ; and I can 

&rm, that the different guides I had during m) journey 
killed, at the distance of fiRy or sixty yards, every small bird, such as 
h k g ,  s e ~ ~ ~ s ,  &c they fired at, with a single ball ; nor did they 
q p e u  to consider this as m y  signal proof of their dexterity 
marksmen. Before I close this enumeration of their diversions, I 
r a y  describe a very hazardous, though popular one among all classes, 
a they perform on horseback, and call ~ e z &  Bazee, or spear 

A wooden stake of moderate thickness is driven into the 
@ a d  a horseman at full speed, pieroes it with the point of hi8 

+ , ,. - - ' ,  
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spear in such a manner, as to force it out of the earth, and carry it 
along with him ; the difficulty and danger in accomplishing this feat, is 
evidently augmented or decreased according to the depth that the 
stake is in the ground; but in its miest  form, it requires a violent snd 
dexterous exertion of the arm and wrist, combined with the moat 
critical management of the horse and spear at the same instant. 

The funeral and marriage ceremonies of the Belooches, being such 
as are prescribed and regulated by the Kotan, unless in some minor 
points in the latter, are therefore so similar to those of all other 
moosulmans, that they require fiom me very little observation. 
When a patient is st?pposed to be in imminent danger, a Moollah, or 
priest, is called to explain and read the Koran to him, which he con- 
tinues at intervals to do, until the sick person either gets better or 
dies ; in the latter event, people are immediately sent for to mourn ; 
and food is at the house of the deceased three mccemive 
days and nights, for such friendsas choose to be present at the Fatihu 
Khanee, or reading of prayers for the dead. To do this, is likewise 
the duty of the Moollah ; and whether the deceased was in d u e n t  
or indigent circumstances, his relations are always very anxious to see 
a number of guests on the occasion ; and will distress themselves 
greatly, to entertain those who a t t e d  . It appeared to me fiom the 
verbal account I had of this custom, that it exactly corresponds wi& . 
the nocturnal watchings of the dead known in Great Britain by the 
name of Qrakes ; the night is passed in the m e  revelry and joviality, 
and although there is no ihtoxication, yet between gossiping snd 
eating, the Belooches do not fail to make merry, and a Fatihu IZhsnee* 
would seem to a stranger to be any thing else than a momM cere- 
mony for the dead. With regard to their marriages, there are no 
peculiarities, and consequently, the few remarks I have to make 
upon them are equally uninteresting with the preceding subject. 
When a young man wishes to espouse the daughter of a particular 

Fatihu Khanee, literally prayer readinej &om Fatihu, a prayer, and the Penian verb 
Khandun, to read. 
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Belooche, he commonly deputes his brother, or some other very near 
relation to her father, to break the matter to him, and pmpose an alli- 
ance; should the match meet with the father's approbation, he gives his 
consent, and the preliminaries respecting the interchange of presents 
are immediately concerted between the two parties ; this reciprocal 
contract is called the Sang or promise, and although sometimes 
made amongst the highest classes before the betrothed couple have 
seen each other, it is considered of so sacred a nature, that it cannot 
be violated under any circumstances whatever ; and should a person 
thus affianced die, his brother is bound by the rules of honour and 
propriety to marry the girl. The offering on the part of the lover 
generally consists of camels, sheep, goats, or other live stock, and is 
sent to the house of his intended father-in-law, a few days after the 
conclusion of the Sang, together with a prepared entertainment suffi- 
ciently large to include the whole Kheil, provided the young man's 
condition in life will admit of his going to that expence. It happens 
not unfrequently, that the Sang is entered into before the girl is mar- 
riageable, and in such case, the betrothed couple are permitted to 
see each other at her father's house,, where the lover visits on the 
footing of one of the family ; the girl is, however, on no account 
allowed to go to the house of her intended husband's parents, nor is 
there any familiarity or even verbal intercourse * sanctioned between 
them, except in the presence of others. As soon as the girl arrives 
at a proper age to take upon herself the duties of a wife, the Uroos or 
marriage ceremony is performed by a Moollah,in presenceof the friends 
of both the bride.and bridegroom ; the latter once more feasts the 
Kheil, in the most sumptuous style he can afford ; and rema,ins as his 
father-in-law's guest for some days &er consummation ; his mother- 

* Among the Uffghans, the mother of a betrothed girl is sometimes known to connive 
at the lovers giving vent to their mutual passions before the nuptials are celebrated. This 
commerce is called Nemzud-bazee, words expressive of giving a name,. as the girl is then 

' coasidered'by &e mother as virtually espoused. The Belooches hold the practice in 
great abhorrence, and I believe the father of the girl equally does so, even though an 
Uffghan 
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irr-law then allows him to depart with his wife f and on taking leave 
he is presented with her dowry, as fixed by the Sang, which includes, 
beside a greater or lesser proportion of similar stock to that given in 
the first instance by the young man, a quantity of cloth, carpets, and 
other household furniture, regulated according to the means which 
the girl's parents possess of endowing her. 

In the course of my investigation of the foregoing point, and others 
connected with it, I discovered among the Belooches many customs 
of the law of Moses, so much so, that their moral institutes relating 
to marriage, seem to be exclusively derived from that sacred law- 
giver, and they are so remarkably scrupulous in their observance 
of them, and correct in their general sentiments on those points, 
that it is very seldom an instance of conjugal infidelity occurs. 
Whether this coincidence may be the effect of chance, by the adoption 
of customs and rules among themselves, or whether it may be attri- 
buted to a more remote cause, is a question which my scanty acquaint+ 
ance with the origin of these people, renders me unable to solve; 
tradition, both oral and written t, assigns to them descent from the 
Israelites, as a branch of the Uffghans, but they strenuously deny 
any connection with either, as an u~ifounded assertion ; however the 
truth may be, the Belooches of the present day have certainly no 
traces leR of the mien or manners of- Jews; still that does not 
entirely annul the ~ossibility of their being descended from such; 
for admitting it as an ascertained fact that they were,we may readily 

- 

suppose that frequent alliances with the Arab, and other invaders of 
these countries, would have changed their appearance, though they 
might still have preserved some of their ancient laws, of which the 
following are instances that are not, to the best of my knowledge, 
so expressly prescribed by the Koran as they seem to hold them. In 

The mother of the bride must see the proofs of consummation. A similar custom 
is observed by the Armenians, but to a much more indelicate degree. It is clearly of 
Jewish origin. 

t Vide 2d volume of the Asintic Researches, page 74. 5th Edition. 
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the event of the death of a youpg woman's husband, his brother is 
bound to marry her, and the issue of that union inherit the property 
of the deceased : should there be no brokher, the widow is at liberty 
to select a second husband for herself, she being from the hour she is 
married, removed out of the influence of her father's authority, or that 
of any of her other relations. The elopement of a married woman from 
her husband, or a betrothed virgin from her father's house being 
accounted equally contrary to their honour and duty, in whichever 
case it may occur, the death of the woman and the person with 
whom she elopes is the only complete expiation they acknowledge 
for it:  t]sey are both, however, said to be crimes unknown in 
Beloochi~tstl proper : a man may put away a wife whom he has mar- 
ried believing her to be a virgin, provided he can prove to the con- 
trary * ; but it. is very rare that an instance occurs of this law being 
resorted to : the difficulty in satisfirctorily proving the charge, and the 
deadly feuds it would give rise to between families, restmin any at- 
tempts at unfounded accusation. 

The Brahom or second great class of the natives of Beloochistan 
now remains to be spoken of, but as I have been obliged to c h a m  
terize it in most instances, while contrasting the Belooches and that 
people, I have but a few brief particulars to add regarding them. 
They are, as the Belooches, divided into an indefinite number of tribes 
.nd Weils, and are a still more unsettled wandering nation, always 
raiding in one part of the country during the summer, and emigrating 
to another for the winter season : they likewise change their im- 
mediate places of abode many times every year in quest of pasturage 
for their flocks, a practice which is rare amongat the Belooches. In 
activity, strength, and hardiness few people surpass the Brahoo6 ; 
they are alike inured to the cold of the mountainous regions of B+ 
loochistan, and the heat of the low plain of Kutch Gundavs They 
differ so much from the Belooches in external appearance, that it is 

- .  - -- 

Deuteronomy, Chapter XXII. veraes 13,14,15, &c. 



impossible to mistake a man of one class for a member of the  other. 
The Brah& instead of the tall figure, long visage* and raised feat- 
df their fellow-countrymen, have short thick bones, with round f' 
and 9at lineaments ; in fact, 1 may sssert,  that I have not seen any 
other Asiatics to whom they bear any resemblance, for numbeta of 
them have brown hair and b e d  In husbandry and other domestic 
occupations, they are laborious hard workers, and thoae who reside in 
the vicinity of the  plains to the southward of  Kelat, till large tracta of 
land, and dispose of the produce for exportation to the Hindooc of 
Kelat, Bela, and Khordu; this and the  d e  of the cheese and Ghee, 
m d e  from the flocks, with a few coarse blankets, carpets, and felta, 
form the only trrftic the Brahooh enter into. Their food is the same 
rs the Belooches, except that they prefer flesh-meat to wery  thing 
elme, and devour it in a half dressed rtrrte, without bread, dt, or  v e p  
t a b l a ;  they ue famous for having most voracious appetites, and 
their flocks of sheep and goat., being very numerous and  prolific, 
enable them t o  indulge their inclination for meat by consuming a 
greater quantity. They offirm, perhaps with truth, that in the  cold 
mountains which they inhabit, it would be impossible to mrrvive during 
the winter without a certain portion of animal f d ,  which they deem 
not only nutritious, but to havethe rune heating properties that w 
a t t r i bu td  to  spirituous liquors in Europe, u ~ d  to ecrrr fbr this con- 
lumption they ~ o r d i n g l y  cure a tiupply of meat the latter end of 
Autumn, by +inp it in the run and then rmoking it over a fire of 
grern r o d :  thc  meat thus prepared h u  by no  m m s  a di-le 
bvour ,  and its taste nuy be ver;y aptly compared to  that of the n in -  
deem' tongues exported from Russia; it will keep for s e v d  monthr, 
and when they store it up for the cold weather, the only p r e a u t i m  
they conceive requisite u to  p k  it ro, that one piece a h d  not 
mother. 

The Bnhooe. are equally f.ithful in an dhc rence  to  lbeir pmniwr, 
and equally hoapitble with the Beloah* and on the wbde I greatly 
pref'7 h e i r  gc~lenl  character. From what I h e  already n i d  m it, 
i r i s c r i J e r r t t h r l t h e y u e ~ r w w r q u i e r d ~ ~ ~ ~  



habits are decidedly averse fiom that system of rapine and violence 
pursued by the other ; nor can we fairly ascribe this to any sentiment' 
save a good one, for in personal bravery and endurance of privations 
and hardships, the Brahoocs are esteemed superior to the inhabitants. 
of all the neighbouring countries : their chiefs exercise a much more 
despotic authority in the various tribes and Kheils, than among the 
Beloochks, and the people are equally tenacious of their respectability, 
though they obey them from a different feeling : in manner they are 
mild and inoffensive, though. very uncivilized and uncouth ; but as 
the latter is evidently the effect of a want of worldly knowledge and 
guile, their awkward &tempts to be civil please, because we see that 
they are incited to make them by a natural propensity to oblige, 
unaccompanied by any interested motive. They are free from the 
worst traits of the Belooches, which are comprised in being avaricious, 
revengeful, and cruel, and they seldom look for any reward for their 
favours or services : their gratitude is lasting, and fidelity such, that: 
even the Belooche chiefs retain them as their most confidential and 
trust-worthy servants. 

The amusements of this class are so correspondent with those 
already described of theBelooches, that I need not particularize them : 
in general the BrahooCs pride themselves on being better marksmen 
than the who admit the fact, and ascribe it to their having 
more practice, for none of them ever quit their Ghedrns, even to 
uo a few hundred yards, without a matchlock : they are likewise 
b 

good swords-men, but never use spears, considering them a useless 
cumbersome weapon. A Brahook always dresses in the same style, 
and whether it be summer or winter, freezing hard, or under a verti-. 
d sun, his whole cloaths are comprised in a loose white shirt, a pair 
of trowsers of the same texture, and a felt cap ; the shepherds some-, . 

times wear a covering of white felt, made so as to wrap round the body, 
and cQme to a peak above the crown of the head ; this habit will 
keep off a vast deal of rain or snow, and is exclusively used for that 
purpose. The domestic life of theVBrahds is simple in the extreme ; 
the men tend the flwks, till the ground, and do 'other outdoor 
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labour, in which they are, if needful, assisted by the women ; but 
commonly the duti-es of the latter are to attend to the household 
affairs, such as milking, making butter, cheese, and Ghee, and they also 
weave and work carpets, felts, and coarse white cloth. They are not, 
as I have previously remarkedx, secluded from the society of the men, 
but all live and eat together. Their dress consists of a long shifi 
and pair of trowsers, both of cotton cloth, and after the> arrive at the 
age of puberty they wear over the former a kind of stays, made to lace 
behind, the fronts of which are decorated with ridiculous devices of 
birds or animals worked in coloured worsted. In religion the Bra- 
hooks are all Soonnitte Moosulmans, and their external forms of reli- 
gion, marriage and interment, are practised according to the tenets 
of that sect. I have therefore no remarks to add upon them, for 
there seems to be nothing peculiar or observable in their attention to 
them, unless I may note that the same simplicity that is so apparent 
in the common occurrences of their lives, equally pervades their man- 
ners with respect to these more important considerations. 

Before I proceed to offer a few cursory remarks on the remaining 
classes of the inhabitants of Kelat, namely Hindoos, Babees, and Deh- 
wars, I shall finish this section by annexing the names of some of the 
BrahooC tribes, from which specimen the diversity of the whole will 
be appreciated, and the consequent perplexity, if not impossi- 
bility of making satisfactory inquiries will be more readily under- 
stood. 

, Brahook Tribes. 
! 

hTames. Numbers in fighting men. Chiefs. 
1. Kumburanees lo00 Muhmood Khan. , 

2. ZuhreC 8000 Qadir Buksh. 
3. Mingull 10500 Wulee Mohumud Urn. 
4. Soomlare4 4000 

* Vide Narrative Sd February. 
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Brahoo5 Tribe8 - continued. 

Names. 
5. Goorgunanee 
6. Imam Hoosseinee 
7. Koolche Bhugwa 
8. Muhmoodaned 
9. Mooruha 

10. Koored 
11. Bujaed 
16. RikeC 
13. PunduraneC 
14. Rysutko 
15. SherbareC 
16. Rysanee 
17. Neechared 
18. Bezunja 
19. Sh66ja66deeneC. 
%I. Momasined 
21. Harooned 
2% RodaneC 
23. Sasoolee 
24. Kuroo Chukoo 
25. Bujaed 
26. Koorda 
m. Nagrde 
28. Kejun Booladee 
29. Nusseer RodanCe 
30. Chotwa 
31. Khidraned 
32. Meerwaret5 
83. Kuludaed 
34. Guloosoored 
35. Kolstched 

Moola Mahomed. 

Ruhmut Khan. 

Numbers in fighting men. Chiefs. 
300' 

2000 Sheik Lohar. 
500 
500 

1000 
150 

1000 
700 

3000 
100 

8000 
1500 
2000 
1000 
1000 
1500 
200 
600 
200 
500 
700 
200 

2000 
7000 
3000 
100 

5000 
7000 
3 0 0 ,  
700 
250 



BRAHOOES 

Brahoot Tribes - continued. 

 me& Numbers in *tine; men. 
36. LaugeC 3000 
37. Kuree 1500 
38. Muhmood Shah& 3500 
39. DebukeC 4000 
40. Rysaned 800 
41. Kysared lo00 
42. Moored 300 
43. Gudjagay 200 
44. JyaneC 60 
45. Moosoowaned 1000 
46. Sarawand loo00 
47. SurfuraneC 2500 
48. PoorjuhaeC 200 
49. Koochka 300 
50. Bhooldra 300 
51. Bhooka 300 
52 Ride6 1700 
53. Eeseeraned 
54. Mihranee 
55. Jumalzyet5 
56. GwarraneC 
57. SamozyeC 
58. Poatyed 
59. Chungozyd 
60. Dodyed 
61. Jaikho 
62. Rodenzyed 
63. Hussunek 
64. Chumrozy eC 
65. Miiiiriiiied 
66. BumbukzyeC 

Meer Ky sar. 
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Brahooi Tribes - continued. 

Numbers of f i g h ~  men. Names. 

67. Rahzyed 
68. Shadunzyed 
69. Shahozyed 
70. Kuntinzyed 
71. RumuzanzyeC . 
72. Sherzyee 
73. Goolzyee 
74. Bungoolzyed, &c. &c. &c. 

Were it answering any purpose 1 could at least enumerate twice as 
many more, but the foregoing list includes the principal ones in point 
of numbers, and will suffice to prove the multiplicity of the B r a h d  
tribes, to say nothing of the absolutely innumerable Kheils into which 
they are subdivided: many of the preceding names are to be ac- 
counted for, while others have no rational meaning whatever. . The 
Kumburands are so called from Kumbur, the founder of the govern- 
ment, and the ancestor of Muhmood Khan, the chief of all Beloochis- 
tan. The Zuhrees and Punduranees inhabit the districts bearing those 
names ; the appellation of Goorgunanees is, I believe, derived from 
the word Goorg, the Persian for a wolf; the Sherwarees and Sher- 
zyees in the same manner from Sher, a lion ; the Haroonees and Kysa- 
rees from Haroon Khan and Meer Kysar, hereditary titles adopted by 
their leaders ; the Muhmoodanees fiom Muhmood Khan, the pre- 
sent Khan of Kelat: the Jumalzyees, Chungozyees, Shadunzyees, and 
Goolzyees, from the terms, Jumal, Chungo, Shadun, and Gool, 
severally meaning, beautiful, good, happy, and rose, which joined to 
the affix, zyee, a tribe or horde, forms the beautiful tribe, &c. ; and to 
conclude, the Dodyeea being formed of two tribes united, take their 
designation fiom Do two, and Dyee, a nurse, the signification being 
literally two nurses. TO these examples numerous others might be 
added, which an oriental scholar will easily recognise. In their con- 

I I 



tinual migrations from one part of the country to another, the names 
of inferior tribes I am led to imagine, are oRen changed : I venture 
to make this conjecture fiom having more than once asked 'Brahoods 
questions regarding tribes, that I was certain had inhabited the next 
'district to theirs some years before, but of whom they avowed entire 
ignorance, or said they must have then had another designation. 

The Brahoods all intermarry with each other, except the Kumburar 
nees, regarding whom there is a peculiarity which does not attach 
to any of the other tribes; that of being divided into three dis- 
tinct gradations of rank, marked by the appellations Ahmedzyees, 
Khanees, and Kumburanees. At the time I was at Kelat in 1810, the 
former consisted of only seven persons, viz. Muhmood Khan, his son, 
two brothers, a sister, his aunt, and cousin ; the Khshees are of the 
secondary rank of chiefs, such as Meer Moorad Allee of Khozdar, and 
his brothers : there are between twenty and thirty of this degree ; the 
word Kumburanee includes, when they are thus particularized, all the 
remainder of the tribe, but in common it is applicable to the whole 
body. The'Knmhiirrmehs receive wives from, but do not marry their 
daughters into other tribes. Some of the Brahooks and Rind Beloo- 
ches stand on the same punctilio with each other, but for this I could 
never hear any competent reason assigned, and I conclude it origin- 
ates in their own imaginary pre-eminence. 

The Hindoos who reside at Kelat are principally mercantile specu- 
lators from the cities of Mooltan and Shikarpoor*, and are much re- 
spected both by the government and people in general: nor is any mw 
lestation offered to them in the free exercise of their religion. They 
do not, however, venture to bring their wives or female relations to 
this city, an unanswerable proof of their not themselves, having that 
entire confidence in the good faith of the government, which its tole- 
ration, and the encouragement it holds forth to them to colonize here 
might seem to authorize. Their numbers are very considerable, as 

Vide Note on these cities in Nardve of the 2Sd of J a n q .  



they occupy between four and five hundred of the best houaes within 
the city walls, and many of them are likewise extremely opulent, but 
notwithstanding all their wealth, and its concomitant benefits and com- 
forts, it is easily perceived that the Hindoos of Kelat are a very mise- 
rable race of beings : their usual ~ractice is to visit their native place 
once in the course of three or four years, and sometimes oftener ; but 
the life of sad privation which they lead in the interim, debarred of the 
society of their wives and families, renders them gloomy, discontented 
and sickly, and a more lamentable evidence of the venality and thirst 
of gain inherent in the Hindoo character cannot be adduced, than in 
these men, whom we see, even after they have acquired what would 
be to them a vast independence, voluntarily sacrificing every rational 
blessing and earthly happiness at the shrine of lucre. I have already 
said that their religion is tolerated at Kelat, and accordingly they have 
a pagoda and several Brahmins attached to it, who are maintained by 
voluntary contributions, and a duty which the Hindoos, by an ancient 
grant, are permitted to levy on goods entering the city ; this is called 
Dhurum pysa or religious money, and its extent and origin shall be 
hereafter mentioned. The Hindoos here are by no means strict in 
their observance of the Brahminical laws, and I was astonished to 
find, that both the Brahmins and their disciples eat every kind of flesh- 
meat except beef, even though killed by a Moosulman : they like- 
wise drink water out of leathern bags, and some of them wear caps 
made of Bokhara skins, all of which are breaches of, and in direct op- 
position to the strict religion they profess. Their dress is an Ulkha- 
liq or tunic, made of ehintz, tied on the right side of the breast, a 
fashion by which that part of the costume of all Hindoos is distin- 
guished fiom the Moosulman's who fasten theirs on the lefi ; a pair 
of long tight ~antaloons which come down to the feet, and a large 
turband, coloured or white, according to the fancy of the wearer ; they 

- differ little in appearance one fiom another, having sallow com- 
plexions with dark black hair and beards, the latter of which they are 
accustomed to let grow ; their lmguttge is that dialect of the Hindu- 
wee, spoken in the Punjab provinces, and they keep their accounts in 
the same. 
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I have in a preceding place* inserted a few desultory observations 
on tie Babees, whom I conceive to form a third class of the perma- 
nent inhabitants of Kelat, but as they are not natives of Beloochiatan, 
and moreover are a tribe of no note whatever among their countrymen, 
little hrther need be said of them ; they are an industrious pastoral 
set of people, the majority of whom dwell in the dominions of the 
king of Kabool, and in the Douranee country t, where they pasture 
their flocks and reside in tents ; some of them are also, as has already 
been shewn, great merchank, and to follow their commercial avoca- 
tions they quit their native wilds, and settle in cities or towns: of 
this last description are those at Kelat, and I have reason to believe 
there are many similarly situated in the northern parts of the pro- 
vnce of Guzeratte. 

The Dehwars, or Dehkans, which words are synonymous, and 
signify villagers, are the fourth and last class -of those whom I have 
described as constituting the population of the city of Kelat; they are, 
like the others, not confined to it done, and are to be recognized in 
different districts of the country, under various names, which are 
ordinarily those of the places they inhabit: thus those of Mustoong, 
Teree, and Pringuwadh (villages north of Kelat), are not styled 
Dehwars, but Mustoongees, Teereechees, and Pringuwadhthees. Of 
their origin I have been unable to discover any certain traces ; their 
colloquial language is common, pure Persian, fiom which fact many 
assert that they are the descendants of those people, who remained 
behind on Nadir Shah quitting Beloochistan in 1747; but on the 
other band, this is in a great measure conhted by our finding that 

* Vide Narrative I lth February. 
t The Douranee are the first class of Uffghans. Ahmed Shah Abdalli was a Douranee, 

and tbe ouceaaion to the throne remains unduputed in his M y ;  they are subdivided 
into Ooloo~es or tribes, and the temtory they inhabit is very extensive: Kandahar is the 
capital of the Douranee county, beaide which there are other cities of inferior note. For 
a detailed history of this nation aa well as the whole of the Uffghans, I refer my readers to 
the work just published by the Honourable M. Elphinstone, late Envoy to the Court of 
Kabool from the supreme government of India, and now resident at Poonah, a gentleman 
whose ability and erudition eminently qualified him for the task he has so well accom- 
plished, and to whom I am equally indebted for his friendship and ixmmunication& 
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a tribe answering to their description, was known in that country 
long previous to the invasion of Hindoostk by that monarch. Their 
pursuits are agricultural, and those who reside in or near Kelat, are 
bound to serve the Khan without pay ; to provide water, &el, grass, 
and grain, for his guests, their retinue, and cattle; to attend the 
Khan himself on his hunting excursions in the neighbourhood, and 
to furnish Kasids, or couriers, on all occasions when required on the 
public service. In return for this vassalage, they enjoy various im- 
munities, of which the mnst advantageous and desirable are, holding 
their lands free of rent or taxes, paying no tolls upon the produce 
on bringing it to market, being exempt from military service out of 
the immediate district of Kelat, and having the privilege of grazing 
their flocks .on any part of it, except it be cultivated or enclosed, 
In  manners and appearance the Dehwars are distinct from all the 
other natives of Beloochistan ; quiet and harmless in disposition, 
they seem happy to give a tacit acknowledgement to the superiority 
that both Belooches and Brahooes, with whom thev are not allowed 
to intermarry, arrogate to themselves over them, as though it were 
to prevent the possibility of disputes on that head. They reside in 
villages, as their name imports, consequently never migrate, but cul- 
tivate the soil in the vicinity of them, disposing of the products to 
the pastoral tribes and Hindoos. Those who are removed to a dis- 
tance from the capital, pay a small portion also to the chiefs under 
whwe authority, or rather protection they dwell. In stature and 
figure the Dehwars are below mediocrity, nor are they in other re- 
spects at all a comely race, their blunt features, high cheek bones, and 
bluff cheeks, rather render them the reverse; but notwithstanding 
their want of good looks, there is an artless, honest, and good-hu- 
moured expression in their countenances, which is perhaps full as 
pleasing. They are civil and obliging to strangers, but devoid of 
that spirit of hospitality for which the Belooches and Brahooes are 
so justly hmed. Although they furnish no quota of troops when 
the Khan goes to battle, yet they are accounted so faithful and trust- 
worthy, that a detachment of them is always on guard over his palace 
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at Kelat, and likewise at the city gates. They are Soonnee Moosul- 
mans, and in religion and domestic habit so exactly coincide with 
the particulars already given of the Brahooes, that it would be use- 
less to treat more in detail of those points. They ridicule' the 
seclusion of women, adopted in most Mohummudan countries, as a 
barbarous and unfeeling custom ; and their sentiments on this head, 
and their treatment of females shew them to be more enlightened 
than any of the followers of the Arabian prophet I have ever conversed 
with. Among the Uffghans there is a very extensive tribe, also well 
known in -many parts of Asia, denominated Taujiks, whose charac- 
teristics are described as corresponding so minutely with those of the 
Dehwars, that I can see no doubt of the ancestors of both having 
sprung fiom the same stock. . The Taujiks are reputed inoffensive, 
industrious, and observant of their promises or agreements, devoted 
to husbandry and pasturage, and having their abode in villages' of 
mud houses, that .are by them called Dehs, and not Toomuns, which 
last is the usual term in Uffghanistan. 

Having now brought to a conclusion my own immediate obser- 
vations, together with the result of my inquiries on the various 
inhabitants of Kelat, I shall resume my Narrative, premising that 
there are two or three additional classes, such as the Jeths of Kutch 
Gundava, the Mukranees, or natives of Mukran, and the Sindians, 
or people of Sinde, who shall all be discussed when I come to speak 
of those provinces. 



CHAP. V. 

NARRATIVE RESUMED. - VISITORS. - MEDICINE. - DAROGHA O F  MUHMOOD 
KHAN. - LETTER. -PRESENT. - SECOND T R I P  T O  T H E  CITY. - MOTIVE. - 
\ 

ACQUAINTANCES. - VISIT FROM A MOOLLAH OF KIRMAN. - CONVERSATION. - DISCOURAGING ACCOUNT OF HIS JOURNEY. - HOPES. - MOOLLAH'S PRO- 

POSAL. - ACCEPTED. - BAGGAGE ARRIVES. - CAUSES OF DETENTION. - 
PROCEEDINGS OF T H E  BEZUNJA BELOOCHES. - THREATS. - HOW RESISTED. - ULTIMATE CONDUCT AND BOAST. - STEPS TAKEN BY T H E  UMEERS OF 

SINDE T O  DISCOVER T H F  AUTHOR AND H I S  COMPANION. -DESCRIBED I N  A 

LETTER. - DETERMINATION IN CONSEQUENCE. - PREPARE. T O  QUIT KELAT. 

- DESIGNS OF OUR UFFGHAN SERVANTS. - HOW EVADED. - LUDICROUS 

SCENE ABOUT OUR MEDICINES. - MISTAKES MADE BY THOSE WHO WERE T O  
TAKE T U M .  - NOT FATAL- - HOONUEES OK NATIVE BILLS. - ROUTE DIS- 

COVERED. - RESOLUTION MADE IN CONSEQUENCE. - NOOSHKY. - HIRE 

BRAHOOE CAMEL DRIVERS. - DTI.ATORV CONDUCT OF T H E  HINDOOS. - OB- 

JECT. - SUCCEED. - REFLECTION ON THEIR DEALINGS. - AFFECTING STORY 

O F  A YOUNG MAN. - H I S  FATHER MURDERED. - ALLEGED CAUSE. - GREAT 

MEDICAL FAME O F  T H E  AUTHOR AND H I S  COMPANION. - REQUESTED T O  

VISIT THE FAMILY OF ONE OF THE MINISTERS. - ACCEDE. - MOOLLAH'S 

EXHORTATION. - AMUSING ACCOUNT OF CAPTAIN CHRISTIE'S RECEPTION IN 
T H E  SERAGLIO, AND T H E  TERMINATION OF HIS  VISIT. - T H E  DAROGHA O F  

THE MINISTER COMES FOR MEDICINE. - HIS RODOMONTADE. - LITTLE 
ATTENDED TO. - ROBBERY I N  T H E  CITY. - STEPS TAKEN. - THIEVES 

CAUGHT AND PUNISHED. - HOW. - OBSERVATION ON IT. - OBLIGED T O  

VISIT THE KHAN'S DAROGHA. - HINDOOS FIX ON A DAY FOR LEAVING KE- 
LAT. - UPFGHAN'S INTERFERENCE. - INQUISITIVENESS. OF THE DAROGHA. - 
PROBABLE CAUSE, AND ADVANTAGE. - DEPUTATION FROM KABOOL TO 

MUHMOOD. KHAN. - ANSWER. - SURMISE. - FRIENDLY OFFER OG T H E  MI- 

NISTER'S LADY. - ACCEPTED. 

F E B R U A R Y  16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20ti1, and 21st. I include 
these several days under one head, to obviate the necessity of 

writing a regular journal of each, as they passed without any thing 
so novel or interesting as to demand particular notice. We had, as 
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usual, a concourse of visitors, some of whom were very pressing to 
obtain medicine from us; but for the present we evaded their im- 
portunities, on the plea of our baggage not being arrived ; an excuse 
we had cause to regret having made, from the trouble it afterwards 
occasioned us. On the 16th we had a visit from a most civil and r e  
spectable man, a Darogha or overseer of Muhmood Khan, who had 
arrived two days before from Kutch Gundava, for the purpose of 
procuring and carrying down to that place some articles that were 
needed by the Khan, who was preparing to celebrate his marriage 
with one of the daughters of Meer Moorad Allee of Bunker : he 
told us, that having accidentally learned that two agents of Soondur- 
jee (with whose brother he had been long intimately acquainted), were 
come up from Bombay, he thought it right to pay his respects and 
tender his services to us : we expressed our due sense of this civility, 
and added, that we should trouble him to be the bearer of an Uree- 
zuh* to his master from us, in which it was our intention to solicit 
his sanction to our sojourning at Kelat or elsewhere in his dominions, 
for some time. The Darogha replied, that it would give him much 
pleasure to take charge of it, and that he would also avail himself of 
the first favourable moment to state our views to the Khan, who he 
was confident would not hesitate in acceding to our rquest. On 
the 18th he again waited on us to get our letter, and Captain Christie 
then informed him, that we had been entrusted by Somdu gee with 
a small present for the Khan, and proposed sending it down to the 
Kutch Gundava, when our baggage joined us ; but this he advised 
us against, and said the most proper time to offer it would be on the 
Khan's return to Kelat. 

Our stay at this city had already been protracted much longer than 
we had calculated upon, but the unforeseen delay in the arrival of 
the servant, whom we had lefi with our things at Kohunwat, and for 
whose safety we began to have serious apprehensions,   re vented our 

' 
+ Ureezuh, a petition, here means a letter from an inferior to a superior. 
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b m i n g  any decisive arrangements for quitting it ; we became, how- 
' 

ever, each succeeding day more anxious to obtain information on 
the nature and geography of those countries through which our pro- 
jected route was to lead us, and finding that the Hindoo who aceom- 
panied us from Bombay, was both injudicious and abrupt in making 
inquiries on topics of. that sort, we ourselves went to the city a 
eecond time on the 20th, for the purpose of doing so. Among the 
tribe of merchants, travellers, fakeers, and fortune-hunters, to whom 
we were introduced this day, was a Moollah, or priest fiom Kirman, 
the capital of the province of that name in Persia He had come to 
Kelat in quest of a sister, who had been carried away during a Chu- 
pao *, by the Nharooes of Bunpoor, and purchased as a slave by the 
family of Sooltan Sahib, a confidential agent and adviser of Muh- 
nlood Khan. We invited this man to visit us at our house, in order 
to interrogate him relative to his .journey from Persia, accordingly 
he made his appearance the following morning (the 21st), when 
we ascertained that he had travelled fiom Kirman to Kelat by Bun- 
poor and Kej t, of which places and their inhabitants he gave us a 
succinct account; but on our hinting at a proposition to him to re- 
turn as a guide and companion to us, that we might purchase horses 
in the Kirman market, he swore by Mohummud and the King's 
beard $, that nothing human could persuade him to venture back by 
the same route. ''' In it))' A d  he, 6L a person has two alternatives, 
" and he who must choose either of them, the Lord and the Prc+ 
" phet have pity upon him ! the one is to wander in an uninhabited 
" waste, where neither water or food are to be had; the other, to 
" be among those dogs the Nharooes, where you are to expect to be 

annihilated every breath you draw." He added, (with a fervent 
prayer and hope that the Almighty might confound the whole race) 

See an account of thoee incursions in the preceding chapter. 
t Bunpoor hae been spoken of as the residence of the chief of the Nharooes. Kej is 

the capital of Mukrm. Vide Map a d  i d  Part. 
$ Thie M a very common otath amo- the Persians. 
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tliat they had seized his horse, and plundered him of every article he 
was possessed of, not even sparing the clothes he wore. This recital 
was rather discouraging to us, but we consoled ourselves with recollect+ 
ing the notorious disposition of all Persians to exaggerate, on ocwions 
where their own personal exertions or safety are called into question, 
and therefore trusted, in the event of our ultimately attempting that 
route, that we should not find circumstances so decidedly adverse as 
the Moollah represented. We asked him no further questions, fear- 
ing to excite his suspicions, and when we had conversed on indX- 
ferent topics for half an hour, he returned to the city, having pre- 
viously volunteered to bring some Persian books another day, and 
fegd to us, a proposal we most willingly agreed to, as it helped to 
pass the forenoons, which were very dull and lagged sadly, fiom our 
having no means of amusing or employing ourselves. 

2% February. This afternoon at three p. m. we had the gratifi- 
fication to receive our baggage, and the Hindoostanee servant who 
had the principal charge of it, gave a miserable picture of the - 
sufferings and distress of the party from cold and bad camels ; 
they had succeeded with vast trouble in advancing, (even at the 
tedious rate they did) owing to the people of Khozdar dreading the 
severity of the winter season at Kelat so much, that they could hardly 
be ~ersuaded to bring their cattle. This servant related, that aRer 
our departure they waited two days at the Kohunwat, during which 
period, neither Ruhmut Khan, or the owner of the hired camels whom 
we had allowed to go to his home, appeared, so that there could 
exist no question, but that the latter had received his clue fiom the Be- 
zunjas : the morning of the third day Ruhmut came with eight armed 
men, and instantly demanded where we were ; he was exceedingly 
irritated and'disappointed, on being told we were gone on without 
him, and asked half a dozen of times, whether we were merchants 
or thieves, to elope in so infamous a manner: in the evening 
he was joined by his brother Buhadoor Khan and the camel driver, 
the last of whom made some frivolous excuse for his long absence. 
Nothing could exceed the rage of the two petty chiefs, when 
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they found we had escaped from their clutches ; one instant they 
were for pursuing and making us, as they &id, repent the disrespect 
we had shewn for their authority, the next, they vowed the severest 
vengeance upon us as we returned, but at length their deliberations 
ended in agreeing to examine our baggage, on which they protested 
the Soong oi impost would be at least one thousand rupees. Our 
man acquainted them that its whole value would not amount to one 
half that sum ; but that as to their Soong, under any circumstances, 
he recognized no right they had to levy it, and had no orders from 
us on the subject. Perhaps," said Ruhmut, interrupting him, you 
66 are not aware that we Bezunjas plundered and murdered the 
66 Moghul merchant in this identical spot *." You must not," 
replied our Hindoostanee man, " think to treat us in the same 
L6 style, or suppose that we four or five armed men will so tamely 
b6 resign our lives and master's property, as the pusillanimous 
'' Moghul." The Bezunjaa seeing him resolute, protested they had 
no idea of using any coercive measures, and begged our people to 
take off their swords and make themselves easy, as they would guard 
the baggage throughout the night : to this the servant rejoined, that it 
was customary with him and his fellow-travellers to be always Kumur- 
bustu t (prepared) during a journey. At last, finding our people 
immoveable, and having nothing to eat, the Bezunjas resolved to go 
back to their homes, and entreated to have four rupees worth of 
white cloth, which was given to them ; their leader (Ruhmut) then 
said, that there was no occasion for his convoying the baggage, as 
the road was perfedly secure without him, and that though they 
had lacs of rupees, no one would dare to molest them when they had 

This is a h. They attacked a Moghul merchant, wbo made no resistance, and put 
him to death with his whole party : the Khan of Kdat was so incensed at this outrage, that 
he sent for Ruhmut Khan's father to meet him, half way to Kelat, and killed him with forty 
of his -tribe. 

t The word '~umurbustu mnieys a meaning for &ch our language ffirds no exact 
expression. . It signifies in this instance, determined in mind as well as armed. It is de- 
rived hmKurnur, the waist, and Bustun, to tie up. 
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his permission to pass ; afier this bravado, he and his myrmidons 
mounted their horses and camels and rode off, and our people pro- 
ceeded on their journey next morning at day-break. 

On reaching Khozdar, they found' that Meer Moorad N e e  had 
written to his Naeb or deputy i t  that town, to send us sown to Kutch 
Gundava, where all the horses in the country were then collected ; 
this plan, whether formed to befriend us or otherwise, was anticipated 
by our having travelled so expeditiously ; it however proved fortunate 
in the end, as his Naeb deputed a man to attend the baggage to 
Kelat, who was very useful at Soherab, where the Darogha of -the 
village insisted on every thing paying custom, and was otherwise dia. 
posed to interfere, when Meer Moorad Allee's man produced that 
chief's letter, directing our being treated with every attention and hos- 
pitality, which silenced the tax-gatherer in a moment. 

A Kasid or messenger had overtaken our servants at Khozdar with 
a letter from Soondurjee's agent at Bela ; fiorn it we learned that four 
or five days slrbsequent to our quitting Sonmeany six men came there. 
&om Kurachee in Sinde for the purpose of discovering who we were ; 

, that on hearing we had lee it for the iriterior, two of them went back 
to Kurachee and the other3 followed us to Bela, whence we tad  like- 
wise fortunately set out previous to their arrival ; they therefore waited 
on the Jam, and in public Durbar desired in the name of the Umeera 
of Sinde to know who we were, and on what business we had p~oceeded 
to Kelat. The Jam briefly acquainted them that he had not thought it 
necessary to inquire either our names or views, but that he had heard 
from rumour that we were the agents of Soondu gee, and gone to 
Kelat on his business. Much chagrined at this unsatisfactory account 
of us, the ~indians went off to Hyderabad * to lay their information 

' before the Umeers. On a perusal of this letter it no longer remained 
dubious that they would persevere in their efforts to have us seized 
and forcibly sent or ordered out of the country ; and though we were 

The capital of S i n k  
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apprized of the want of cordiality between Muhmood Wan and t h m  
chiefi, yet it was impossible to foresee what steps he might be induced 
to take by their misrepresentations : it therefore seemed highly ad- 
visable for us to quit Kelat with the least possible delay, and in order 
to account for'this sudden resolution,' and the preparations necessary 
to give it effect, we gave out that Soondurjee had written to us to go 
to Kandahar and Heerat*, and return with what horses we could pro- 
cure at those places on the opening of the spring. 

To augment our various perplexities at this moment, we heard that - 
the two Uffghans had been constantly squabbling with our people, 
and that at Khozdar they had even publickly avowed, we were 
not merchants but spies, who were deputed expressly to see and 
examine the country ; that we meant to go to Kabool or Pesha- 
wurt to see the king, and eventually to Persia. The Darogha of 
Meer Moorad Allee, who was present when these Armations were 
made, mentioned them to our Hindoostanee servant, and advised 
him to caution us against these vagabonds, who we afterwards d i s  
covered had made a compact, to insist upon our giving them a 
camel each, as a bribe for their silence. This villainy was s&- 
cient to point out the absolute necessity of parting with them, but 
it also shewed that it must be done with prudence, and Captain 
Christie therefore merely warned them, that he was aware of the 
infamous falsehoods they had been guilty of asserting, and r e  
minded them that if they expected any reward from Soondurjee, 
they must be more circumspect in their disclosures in future. They 
of course denied the whole charge, but promised in other respects 
to abide by our instructions. In the afternoon the Kirmanee Mool- 
lah brought the Persian poem of Yoosoof and Zulee Kha$, and read 
to us for a couple of hours : our landlord who was a Dehwar, and con- 
sequently understood Persian, with several of our neighbours joined 

The capital of Khoraaan. Vide Map. 
t Citiee in the Uffghan dominions at which the court in usually held. 
$ The Loves of Joaeph and Potiphnr's wife. 



the group, and were highly gratified by the Moollah'a performance ; 
he read e x t r ~ e l y  well, and seemed quite enraptured with his subject. 

23d Fehuur-. It was noised throughout the city this morning, 
that our baggage had at length reached us, and by breaas t  time we 
were overwhelmed with applications for medicine, which continued 
without intermission till the evening : the askers would take no ex- 
cuse, and to a by-stander it would have afforded a most ludicrous 
sp&tacle, to have seen Captain Christie and myself encircled by 
crowds, who fancied themselves afflicted with every disease that 
issued from Pandora's box, all of which, and their diagnostics they 

. were describing at the same moment, and that too in a jargon which 
neither of us could clearly understand : we presently reduced them to 
some order, and being not only willing to oblige, but anxious to 
acquire friends by doing so, we dispensed the medicines with a 
liberal hand according to the best of our judgments, trusting, in no 
small degree, to the effect of our nostrums on the imagination. 
Some of our patients committed the most absurd mistakes, the conse- 
quence of not comprehending our directions; or not choosing to eon- 
form to them : one man began to drink a bottle of eye water, and re- 
turned to tell us that it had operated as an emetic, others swallowed 
what we had given them as external applications, fortunately without 
any bad effect ; but the most serious blunder was that of a miller who 
lived close to us, and who took at one dose a very large quantity of 
aperient medicine, which nearly killed him ; he had been told to 
divide it into seven or eight parts, but hoping to derive the same 
benefit by adopting a less tedious mode, he confessed he had, knowing 
our injunctions, mixed and drunk it off. 

24th Febrtutry. We ordered our Hindoo this day to have Hoon- 
dees, or native bills of exchange, prepared in our favour on Soon- 
dujee's correspondent at Heerat in Khorasan, and likewise the cities 
of Kirman and Yezd, in Persia; but he found it impossible to get 
them on either of the latter places. His inquiries, however, led to 
a discovery, that ultimately proved of the highest importance to ua 
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regarding the routes through Seistan *, into which track we resolved 
to penetrate ; and, as all the roads thither appeared, agreeable to the 
most exact intelligence we could gain, to unite at a village called 
Nooshky, sixty or seventy miles north-west of Kelat, our first plan 
was to go .there, and thence advance as might be expedient. The 
men whom the Jam at Bela had provided us with, declared that 
they wished to take their discharges and return to their native town : 
this resolution exactly tallied with the scheme we had long formed, 
of sending them back before we finally quitted Kelat ; and, agreeable 
to their request, they were all paid off, and a letter transmitted by 
them to the Jam : we himd four Brahooes as camel-drivers instead of 
them. 

85th, %th, 2?th, and 28th Fehary .  The dilatoriness of the Hin- 
doos who were to draw out our bills on Heerat, and the manifold 
obstacles they threw in the way of our getting them elsewhere, 
doubtless with the design, in which they at length succeeded, of 
charging us extravagant exchange and brokerage, kept us irz a con- 
tinual state of suspence and indetermination for the last three or four 
days ; once, they even declared that we could not procure them on 
any terms, unless we agreed to stay at Kelat until Shaloomull wrote 
to Shikarpoor t, and received an answer. As this would have occupied 
three weeks, Captain Christie peremptorily refused to comply, and 
afker much altercation and subterf'uge on the part of the Hindoog 
we were forced to put up with the gross imposition of paying five and 
a half per cent commission, exclusive of the regular exchange of the . 

day We were much chagrined at this, but looked upon the loss of 
some hundred rupees as very secondary to getting clear of Kelat, 
Such conduct is quite in unison with the commercial ideas and 
dealings of all Hindoos ; they would never dream of construing this 

* A province of ancient Persia, now independent. 
t A town on the frontiers of Sinde within the Uffghan tenitoriea, famous for its com- 

merce and Hindw population. 
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transaction in any other way than a fair and unexceptionable mode 
of realizing a sum of money by the pressing wanta of another person. 
Soondurjee's agents, believing it to be on his account, of course 
exerted themselves to make the most advantageous agreement, but 
the other party saw our impatience and took care to profit by it. 

On the 26fh, a decent old man came and begged, with tears in his 
eyes, that we would accompany him into the city to pay a m e d i d  
visit to a sick person, whom we found in a most emaciated, weak state. 
We prescribed a little medicine for him, but it was of no avail, as he 
died four or five days aRerwards ; we were, however, glad to hear 
that we were not censured as the cause of his demise, which was 
generally supposed to have been occasioned by a slow kind of poison, 
that one of his five stepmothers had administered to him. On first 
visiting him, we had been surprised to see him, though immured in 
a miserable low hovel, very elegantly apparelled, and attended by a 
number of servants, and on enquiry he proved to be the son of 
Rohoollah Beg, a Babee merchant of immense wealth, who had been 
put to death about a fortnight before, at Kutch Gundava, by Meer 
Mustapha Khan, the brother of the Khan of Kelat. The melancholy 
state of this young man, in whose manners and address there was 
something superior, excited our curiosity as well as commiseration, 
and urged us to investigate the particulars of his father's case. We 
were told, that Meer Mustapha Khan having long suspeoted him of 
carrying on a treasonable correspondence with Futteh Khan, the 
minister of Shah Muhmood (at that time one of the competitors for' 
the throne of Kabool), had gone one night to his house at Kutch 
Gundava, and, assisted by four se~ants ,  literally cut him in pieces. 
This atrocious and.cowardly act, for the Babee was an old defenceless 
man, caused a very considerable ferment and murmur among all classes 
of the people, as the execution (if such it may be d e d )  of a man of 
eo much consequence, was an unparalleled event. The Meer too 
had instantly dispatched a messenger to Kelat, directing the detention 
of Rohoollah Beg's sons, and the seizure of all his property, which 
order gave good reason to rnatly fol averring, that the opulence of the 
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unfortunate man was his only crime; However that might have 
been, , it was strictly obeyed ; hio dwelling and warehouses were 
taken possession of by the Darogha of the Meer, and an inventory 
made and transmitted to that chief of the valuable articles they con- 
tained, which were said to have exceeded thirty lacs of rupees* ; 
two sons were imprisoned, and the third, being then dangerously ill, 
was allowed as a great favour to reside in the hut where we attended 
him, under a guard of matchlock-men. 

The Kirmanee Moollah was now a daily visitor, and one whom we 
were always glad to see and welcome, being a very conversable 
intelligent companion. (h the 27th he was accompanied by five 
.very smart boys, the sons of Sooltan Saheb, one of the Khan's 
Wukeels t. The eldest of them presented us with a small box of 
delicious grapes, packed in layers of cotton ; and previous to their 
going away, he told us that he had been desired by his mother, who 
had heard of our fame as doctors, to request that we would see his 
two sisters, who had been indisposed for some time. ARer a little 
importuni~y, which we thought it as well to allow him to make, to 
enhance our acquiescence, Captain Christie consented to wait on 
the fsmily the next day, and it was stipulated that the R.1oollah should 
come, and conduct him to the house. He accordingly made his 
appearance very early on the B t h ,  and we then perceived, that he 
was more desirous than ourselves for the enhancement of our medical 
skill, trusting through our mediation, to obtain the enfranchisement 
of his sister, who, I have already stated, was a slave in the house. 
b6 Take your book under your arm," said he to Captain Christie " and 

feel the lady's pulse, and then observe, that it will cost a vast deal 
" of money to procure the necessary medicines. You must likewise 

recollect, on no account to grant them any prescriptions until you 
" have bargained, what sum you are to receive on the daughters being 
" restored to health. Their father is possessed of incalculable wealth, 

375,0001. Sterling. 
t Wukeel, in Behchtm, is aperson who tmmcts  wey kind of buaineu for another. 
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and if you demand it, they will be happy to give you two or three 
hundred rupees for each cure." ARer this exhortation, Captain 

Christie and the Moollah set off, and as the scene was admirable 
which ensued, I cannot do it greater justice, than by giving the 
particulars of it in the words of my late friend, as extracted from his 
journal : 

On our arrival at the house," writes Captain Christie, 66 we were 
b6 kept waiting in the court-yard' a few minutes ; I was then welcomed 
'6 by the Darogha or steward, and invited up into the Haram ; on 

entering the apartment, the lady of Sooltan Saheb rose up to 
66 receive me ; she was a tall thin figure, dressed in a loose brown 

shift, open in fiont, coming down to the heels. I seated myself 
6' by her on the Numud (felt), and the slave girls ranged themselves 
cr opposite. Atter many apologies, she submitted the case of her 
66 eldest daughter, about fifteen years of age, troubled with cutaneous 

disorders ; she stretched her hand out fiom under a cloth that I 
66 might feel her pulse, but I could not obtain a sight of her face ; 
66 her figure, as far as I could judge when she raised the cloth to 
66 put forth her arm, was small but elegant. It appeared to me that 
66 her disease originated in eating dates and other saccharine and 

heating food, and I prescribed accordingly : they considered it a 
b1 hardship that I stinted her allowance of meat, which to a BrahooC 
(6 lady was a great deprivation. The next case brought before me 
66 was another daughter, a beautiful girl of twelve years of age, that 
66 had weak eyes, and it excited a little mirth among them when I 
66 innocently asked to see them ; however, they instantly consented, 

and she unveiled as lovely a fsce and form as ever was beheld : all 
66 she required was a little eye-wash, and I agreed to send it to her. 
66 I had taken my watch out of my pocket whilst feeling the eldest 
66 daughter's pulse, to give a greater air of science to my acts, and 
66 trusted it into the hands of the Darogha, a fat Mool- 
66 m e e  Hindoo *, who, with all the impertinent stupidity inherent 

A native of the city of Mooltaa 
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in hia cast, opened it, and the first notice I had of my misfortune 
6c was the watch running down. I looked up. Ah ! said I, K m  
66 rums& ! (rascal) you know not the mischief you have done. He 
c6 laughed, although confused, and told me to set it right by the skill I 

possessed. Stop Lallakoo *, said the old lady, as I was rising to 
" quit the house in a passion, I have a son fourteen years old, and 
" wish you to give him medicines to strengthen him ; he is now 
" about to be married, but he is thin and puny, I want you to pre- 
" scribe for him that he may acquire bone and muscle, in fact, to 
" make a man of him, you know what I mean ; here the slave girls 
66 tittered : of course (she continued, first addressing hemelf to them 

and then to me) the physician is my brother, why should I disguise 
6c any thing from him? But it grows late, and I have caused you 

much trouble. I took my leave, glad to escape from such trouble- 
" some cases, but at the lower gate I was attacked by d the slave 
'6 girls, one wanted medicine for her eyes, another longed for a 
66 child, a third had got the Bad, or wind t ; however, I came off 
" without waiting to hear one half of their complaints, and hastening 
" down the Bazar, mingled among the Uffghans, where the slave 
" girls (two or three of whom still followed) soon lost sight of me." 

About an hour aRer Captain Christie came home, a Darogha of 
Sooltan Saheb followed to receive the medicines, which were given to 
him : he talked in a very bombastic style of his master's power and 
authority, and assured us that his interest wss so great, that if we suc- 
ceeded in making him our friend, there was no impediment or obstruc- 
tion to our mercantile views that it would not be in his power to re- 
move, and that he had only to request the Khan to remit the duties 
on our goods, to have it immediately complied with. We professed our 
satisfaction at the probability of our being instrumental to the rem- 

* An expreesion of endearment, synonymous with darling, pet, &c. 
t This is a very common explanation of a disease amongst Asiatics : whenever they are 

at a loeq they say they have got the Bad or wind. It usually means rheumatism. 
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very of the two daughters, whom Captain Christie had seen, though 
the truth was, that our wish to be so was not in any way augmented 
by the rodomontade of the Darogha, and our departure fiom Kelat 
was so certainly to be taken before Sooltan Saheb could in any way 
befriend us, that we had no longer any inducement on that score. 

1st and 2d March. There was a grand hubbub and uproar in the 
city on the morning of the lst, owing to the house of the late Roohool- 
lah Beg having been broken into the preceding night, and plundered 
of shawls and other valuable merchandize, to the amount of forty-five 
thousand rupees. It was clear fiom the precautions they had observed, 
that the depredators were no strangers, and as a part of the stolen 
goods must have been removed on camels, and the fort gates were 
shut all night, there was a proclamation issued by the Khan's Naeb, 

-or deputy, prohibiting any person, on pain of confinement, fiom tra,- 
velling for the space of three days on any of the roads within twenty 
miles of Kelat. Four men, however, who turned out to be the thieves, 
were apprehended the succeeding night in attempting to lower some 
of the booty over the works, where they had camels ready to remove 
it. The Naeb reported the transaction to the Khan, and in the in& 
rim, by his own orders, they were most severely flogged, tlieir beards 
were singed off, and they were tied back to back on two camels, and 
thus conveyed through the streets, with a kettle drum beating in front 
of them, exposed to the insults and indignation of the populace, who 
did not confine themselves to mud, eggs, and such other harmless 
missile weapons, but pelted them so soundly with stones, billets of 
firewoo& and brickbats, that they were carried back to prison deplo- 
rably mauled. Their case, it seemed, was much aggravated by their 
being dependants' of. Meer Musta~ha Khan, who had always treated 
them with marked kindnevs and confidence ; but exclusive of this, 
the natural detestation of the Belooches to any species of private rob- 
bery was alone sufficient to secure them the chastisement they ex- 
perienced 

A person who dropt in on the 2d, apparently as a casual visitor, 
~eminded us of a promise we had made a day or two subsequent to 
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our arrival at Kelat, of calling upon the Darogha of Meer Mustapha 
Khan, who we learned, though still indisposed, had been daily ex- 
pecting us, and was highly affronted at our want of respect towards 
him. We attempted to excuse our neglect on the plea of not wishing 
to intrude ; but the Darogha's servant, for such our remembrancer 
proved, was not so eaaily satisfied, and we  had to yield an assent to his 
proposition ofpaying our respects to his master the following morning. 
We had resolved on quitting Kelat on the 4th instant, and packed the 
flour and dates for our journey into the Koorzeens* ; but in the after- 
noon of the 2d all our Hindoo acquaintances came in a body and pro- 
tested that we should not go until the a h ,  which being the first day 
of the new moon wm looked upon as a very lucky hour. The two 
Uffghans were present during this visit, and discovering that we 
shortly meant to be off, they spoke to Captain Christie, and were very 
solicitous to be made acquainted with our plans ; however, that officer 
managed to persuade them that we should not, at all events, move for 
ten days, or perhaps more. They next began to advise our going direct 
to Kandahar, and thence to Heerat, observing that our travelling by 
an unfrequented route like that of Seistan, would excite suspicion, ando 
eventually come to the ears of the king of Kabool, or his minister, who 
would take measures to stop us at Furraht : we were much too well 
apprized of the villainy and sinister intentions of these fellows to pay 
any regard to their counsel, though we made a feint of doing so, 
and said we would ponder well ere we decided on any particular 
road. 

3d March. We saw the Darogha of Mustapha Khan, who was more 
polite than we anticipated, sRer what had occurred yesterday : he said 
he was ready to procure us any thing we might stand in need of, asked 
numberless questions about our kture intentions, whether we pur- 

A kind of eaddlebags, either for horses or camels, made of coarse carpet, and laced in 
the centre. 

t A town of Khornaan, half way between Kandahar and Heerat. Vide map. 
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to go on to the northern countries, or remain at'Kebt? Wh& 

number and description of horses we required? If we were t-g 
for ourselves, or by whom employed ? Our replies to all which he 
noted down as we made them on a piece of paper, and io fad fiom 
his whole conduct to us, there could not be a doubt but that he h d  
lately been instructed by the Khan or his brother to ascertain who 
we were. We left him seemingly quite convinced of our pretensions 
as horse-dealers, and had it been likely we should stay much longer 
in Muhmood Khan's territories, the Darogha's report of us to that 
chief might have had a very favourable result, in enabling us to 
carry on the disguise we had assumed, with still less probability than 
before of a discovery. Among the other news of the day, he men- 
tioned that a party of f a y  horsemen had passed through Kelat the 
preceding evening, on their way from' Kandahar to Kutch Gundava, 
to claim, on behalf of the minister of the King of Kabool, the re- 
lease of the f d Y ,  and restoration of the effects of the late Roohool- 
lah Beg. This interference tends to establish Meer Mustapha Khan's 
avowed reasons for putting the Babee merchant to death, aa well 
founded; and it must be added, in justice to that chief, that he has 
ever been reputed a very just governor. We afterwads heard that 
this mission did not succeed, as Mustapha Khan returned a verbal 
answetr to the minister's fbman *, informing him in the coarsest lan- 
guage, that he was an ignorant brute, for even fancying that he would 
be weak enough to pay any attention to his commands, and recom- 
mending him not to depute any of his pdople again on such e~ande ,  
if he had any regard to their being treated with common politeness. 
In the evening we received a message from the lady of Sooltan S h b ,  
desirhg that we would send any valuable property we might have 
with us to her house, where it should be taken the-utmost care of, 
aa it was dangerous to keep it outside on account of the thieves : we 

+ A Furman meam a royal mandate, but wan here applied in derision to the minioter'o 
epistle. 
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thanked her for this offer, and although in truth we had nothing 
of any value, we pretended to take advantage of it, and dispatched 
our Hindoo with a bundle of old clothes, not worth five shillings ; 
this artifice succeeded admirably in persuading the whole of that 
family, beside many others who had been sceptical, of our intantion 
to revisit Kelat, 
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M A R C H  4th, 5th, and 6th. Nothing new transpired the two 
former days. On the 6th afier breakfast, the Hindoos brought 

the letters and bills, which they had sealed at an auspicious moment, 
and presented them to Captain Christie, with divers prayers and in- 
vocations to the Deity *. We ordered the camels immediately, to 

+ The Hindoos at Kelat have fallen into many of the absurd practices of the Moosul- 
mans, and even exceed them. Nothing is done without calculation of stars and events, 
and they account for every mishap by some neglect of this (as they fancy it) duty. 
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the utter amazement of the Uffghans, who accused us of duplicity 
and of having deserted them ; in the end they became quite furious, 
and swore that they would advertise the Khan's Naeb, or deputy, of 
our flight as they termed it, who would send horsemen to over- 
take and fetch us back. Captain Christie fearing they might really 
put this threat into execution, ordered our Hindoo to give each of 
them a present, at the same time privately intimating to him to de- 
fer doing so for a few days: this appeased their wrath, and subse- 
quently they went on to Kandahar without giving further trouble. 
Our party was composed of the two Hindoostanee servants, and four 
Brahooe camel drivers, beside Captain Christie and myself; we had 
five camels, one being spare in case of accident, and two of us rode 
on ewh of the others, having double saddles made for the purpoare. 
The route to-day was between bare hills with mountains at no great 
distance on either side, the road good, with abundance of fine water 
and some low jungul. ' We intended to have gone further, but the 
aRernoon setting in with an appearance of rain, we struck off the path 
a little to the right, and put up at the small village of Ghurruk, seven 
miles north north-west of Kelat ; this place and a portion of ground 
sdjoining, belongs to Syyud Moorad, a dependent of Muhmood 
Khan,. along with whom he was absent at Kutch Gundava: we got 
a vacant house from one of his relations, and reposed comfortably 
under the gratifying reflection of having once more commenced our 
journey. 

- 7th March. We quitted Ghurruk at seven o'clock this morning, 
the night hid been exceedinglj cold and rainy, and the camels fiom 
being exposed to it travelled badly all day, notwithstanding which 
we performed a distance of twenty-eight miles, and halted at sun-set 
in the bed of a mountain water-course ; near us was a pool of rain+ 
water, and plenty of fire-wood to be had for gathering it. Four 
miles from Ghurmk we crossed the direct road fiom Kelat to Kanda- 
har, and ten miles further on had our breakfast of dates and bread, 
at a well where we met with a number of Brahooes who were tran- 
sporting wheat to Nooshky on asses. The country we passed through 
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today was mountainous and barren; we ascended two Lukb or 
defiles, one of them peculiarly hazardous, the rugged path not ex- 
ceeding two feet in width, and on the left hand an abyss at least a 
quarter of a mile deep. W e  chiefly marched to the northward of 
west, but the r o d  was so very intricate, that it was with vast trouble 
we kept any account of the different directions ; the only spots at 
which we found water, were the well twelve miles from Ghurruk, and 
our halting place in the evening. 

8111 M a d .  We p a s 4  a miscmble night from the cold, which 
was so intense, that unprovided as we were with warm clothing or  
beds, it waa impossible t o  sleep, and we were not equal to making 
the least attempt to move until nine a m. when the sun-beam8 got 
pretty warm, and l i t c d l y  speaking, renovated us ; we then mounted, 
and by five p m. had proceeded thirty-one milm; the i n t e r m d a t e  
country being if possible, more bleak and barren than ywtcrday, and 
the path equally winding; we had sev~rn l  1,ukhs or  passcs to rur- 
mount, the 1a.t of which I conceive worthy of a minute detail, u 
it would almost Reem h m  ita situation on the edge of the desert, 
t o  havc bcvn intended by nature as an insurmountable barrier to 
thme clcvatcd rcgions, and is beyond all c o m p a r k n  the m o 3  dim- 
cult defile I havc ever Been in any country. It is a e p d  on the 
aouth-c.ruqt side or tliat towards Kelat, from the ather mountaias, by 
a d w p  and narrow nvinp, the sides of which are solid black mclr 
and vcrv ncarlj perpc~idicular ; emerging from this p l p h  by a 
r u ~ d  path, we awe~ided the noutli-east fhce of the p.s4 from the 
top of r l i i c l ~  the dt-irrt burst on our view, extending u fm ~ J I  the 
cvc could trace, with tlie wn~blancc of a smooth ocean f b m  the  re- 
flection of the  nun on the ~ 1 1 d  ; thc e ~ n ~ f i o ~ ~ s  of my fi*llow-trrveller 
.nd nlvaclf wcBrc at this irlstant of tile most cnv ih l c  nature; in the 
p m p ~ t  hfon. us we J r t d y  saw half our h o l m  r d i z t d ,  and dl 
our  doubt^ rrprdinp; this Ihr-fanid dcwrt laid at wst; we m n p  
tultucrl ourwlvt-s o ~ i  tlrc u.c.c)niplialimcnt of the objcxt for which r e  
N quittcd 1 I to this extest, and m n t e m p h e d  that rir- 
cumutancr with fcwlinp which inspirt4 and rtimulrtcd ru with  new 



102 NOOSHKY. 

life to prosecute our undertaking. On descending tbe north-western 
side of the Lukh, to do which took us nearly five hours, it being 
eleven miles long and extremely steep ; we entered the bed of a 
water-course between the mountains, and on a level with their base, 
which led us out into the desert by innumerable mazes. The last 
half mile of our route was through the bed of the river Kysur, 
which at this season affords the easiest, though by much the longest 
road to Kelat. This river is said to be deep and rapid during wet 
weather, and in the hot months of May, June, and July, often quite 
dry ; when we crossed it, the stream was from two to three feet deep, 
and six or seven yards wide. We halted on the opposite bank for 
the night, finding that we could not get to Nooshky before it became 
dark. The only plants we saw to-day were some scraggy bushes of 
a species of the Babool tree +, and in the river beds great quantities 
of the Lye f. I should also add, that one of the mountains over 
which we passed, was literally studded with bulbous roots similar to 
those of tulips, that were just beginning to bud, and our ~radooes 

' assured me that their fragrance in another month, would be percepti- 
ble to a great distance. The grass called by the natives " Khush6- 
'' put," or desert grass, also abounds in this part of the country; 
the Brahooes collect it at the proper time as winter food for their 
goats and sheep ; it grows in bunches or tufts with thick coarse stalks, 
leaves long and sawed at the edges, and is very sweet and nutritious. 
The Shinz $, called by the Persians Khar6 Shootoor or camel thorn, 
is likewise to be seen here, but not in such plenty as in the lower 
countries. 

9th March. There was a hard fiost last night, yet it was com- 
paratively warm to the preceding one. We got to the Toomun or 
village of Nooshky about nine a. m., &er travelling six miles west by 
aouth over the desert, which is diversified with hillocks of sand, and 

t The Tamarisk. 
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some detached hills stretching out two or three miles fiom the great 
chain of mountains, that here runs away south-westerly. On o w  
arrival we were instantly surrounded by the whole population of the 
Toomun, attracted by so novel an occurrence as the appearance of 
strangers. We sent for a Hindoo of the name of Sookaram, to whom 
we had a letter of recommendation ; and when he came, ordered him 
to get some flour and dates ready td complete our stock, as we should 
proceed on without delay : he smiled at what he thought our teme- 
rity, and represented the risk there was of our being murdered and 
plundered on the road ; at the same time he added, that a Karwan 
or caravan had set out the day before for Gurmsyl*, and we had 
better, if resolved on going, take a guide and endeavour to overtake 
it. We desired him to hire one quickly, and while he was absent, 
dismounted and sat down in the desert to eat our breakfast. The 
Hindoo presently brought an old man who asked forty rupees to 
conduct us to Gurmsyl, which we refused as a preposterous sum ; 
we were therefore at a stand. Sookaram looked more helpless than 
ourselves, and could render us no assistance. The Sirdar or chief of 
the Toomun was fiom home, and the Belooches, who were crowded 
about us, began to be rude and troublesome. In this dilemma we 
were cogitating what we ought to do, when a man, whom from his 
dress we took to be a Persian, advised our going to the Mihmas 
Khanu, or house for guests. There," said he, you will be safe 
6' and unmolested, and when the Sirdar comes back in the evening, 
'6 he will furnish you with a guide." We adopted this plan, and the 
change of conduct in the people was instantaneous, for, though still 
curious to discover what we were, they became attentive to our wants 
and comforts, spread a carpet, brought ~illows from the Sirdar's house 
for us to rest upon, and, in short, from the moment we entered the 
Mihman Khanu, appeared to respect us as the guests of their chief, 
and entitled to all the Belooche rights of hospitality ; nor was this 

A district of that nnme north-west of Nooshky, and dimtqnt about 75 miles. 
I I 
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confined to ourselves and people, for a man was also produced te 
tend our camels out to graze. 

The Mihman Khanu was a Ghedan of wicker-work, the roof 
covered with black Kummul or blanket, excessively cool and refiesh- 
ing to us, who had been sitting for three hours in the red sand exposed 
to a noontide sun. We laid aside our arms and lay down to sleep, 
having no longer any fears either on account of our property or per- 
sons. About sunset they sent to us, fiom the Sirdar's, a tray of hot 
bread with a wooden bowl full of Dholl or pea-soup, and shortly after 
we had d ied ,  the chief himself came to visit us. When the usual 
ceremonials of embracing were gone through, he began by expressing 
his surprise at our not having brought letters to him fiom Kelat or 
Kutch Gundava, which latter province he concluded, as a matter of 
course, we had visited ; declariug it would be out of his power, as he 
valued the Khan's friendship, to assist us in escaping (for he had no 
doubt we were followed by some person), and hinting at our being 
the sons of Rohoollah Beg the Babee merchant ; " however," con- 
timed he, " you may make yourselves easy, as I shall feel it my 

duty to protect you so long as you chuse to remain with me." We 
assured him that he was entirely wrong in his surmises regarding us ; 
that had we known it would be required, we could have obtained a past+ 
port from the Khan himself; that we were poor men of no condition 
whatever, descended from an Ooebuck Tartar family that had settled 
for some generations in Hindoostan, and were then in the employ- 
ment of a Hindoo, who had dispatched us to Heerat for horses. He 
did not press the subject frrther, but after some desultory discourse, 
on rising to retire, he observed, '6 I shall send you a message by the 
" Hindoo Sookaram who is our joint acquaintance, you must give 
66 him an explicit answer, and your business may then be arranged 
66 according to your wishes." In the course of ten minutes Sookaram 
returned, when we found that the Sirdar's message was much to the 
same import, as his interrogatories and remarks whilst with us ; we 
reiterated our former statement, and asked the Hindoo how he could 
possibly doubt it, when he called to recollection, that he had received 
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advices by us to the same effect from his Kelat correspondents, He 
allowed we were right, said that he had made use of the same reason- 
ing to convince the Sirdar, and that he had been empowered to offer 
us two guides, simply to shew the road, and that we were to trust t~ 
Providence for our safety ; or otherwise, that the Sirdar would, for a 
trifling remuneration, depute his own son and twelve matchlockmen 
for our convoy to Dooshak the capital of Seistan*, which was one 
half the way to Heerat, our avowed datination. We promised to 
reflect on these propositions, and let the Sirdar know our intentions 
next morning, on which Sookaram went to his own home. 

10th March. We decided in the course of the night os  taking 
the two men, principally because there could be no plea for procrag 
tination in their being got ready, and Captain Christie went out g 
little after daylight to apprize the Sirdar, who examining our - 
camels in front of the Ghedan, of this. determination. He seemed 
to receive it without any disappointment, and said that they should 
be ordered immediately ; but that ,;e were to bear in mind, that he 
was in no wise accountable {or our safety, on which point he should 
not enlarge, as we must have had sufficient warning of our danger. 
We were induced to hope that these alarms were only counterfeit, to 
enable the chief to make a good bargain with us, and therefore were 
inclined to adhere to our resolution. At this instant, the same mm 
who had advised our coming to the Mihman Khanu the day before, 
and who we now found was a Seistanee Hindoo of the name of 
BWi i i i ,  accidentally joined us, and hearing what was passing, he 
said to Captain Christie, 6g You had better have a care how you ven- 
t' ture with two guides. I am acquainted with all these countries ; 
'' if the Sirdar will allow his son to accompany you, do not hesitate, 

but close the agreement ; the expence will be a trifle compared 
" with the loss of your property, and possibly your lives, if you go 

unprotected" Some other Hindoos now offered the same advice, 

' Captain Christie &rwarde passed through Dooshak. Vide Map 
P 
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and when we msturely reflected, that our even being plundered would 
have entirely ruined our plans, we thought it adviseable to attend to it. 
We mnceived it, however, equally indispensable to remoye the err* 
neous impression that the whole of the Kheil had imbibed, about 
our having valuable property with us ; accordingly we determined 
to send back to Kelat every article of dress, and reduce our baggage 
to the cloaths we were then wearing, and a bag of dates and flour. 
We signified both thew intentions to the Sirdar and people around 
him, but he protested that the latter was rendered quite unnecessary, 
by his son's attending us, as he would be a safeguard for whatever 
we might choose to take. It was then fixed that the son and twelve 
Toofungchees or matchlockmen should escort us to Dooshak, and 
that we were immediately to write by a Kasid or courier to Kelat, for 
the cash that was to be paid to them for this trouble, the amount of 
which was to be settled by the Hindoos. 

When we had closed this bargain, and the Sirdar had pledged himself 
to make preparations for our speedy departure, we returned into the 
Mihman Khanu, and had a breakfaet of bread m d  milk .which came 
from the Sirdar'e Ghedan. An event occurred this morning, which 
will shew how inherent the spirit of hospitality is in these people. 
One of our Hindoostanee servants had begun to bake some cakes, 
when he was discovered by the Belooches, who called out, What ! 

are you going to disgrace our Toomun 3 Cannot Eidel Khan * find 
food for his guests ?" The man explained to them, that it was his 

miatake from not knowing their customs, on which they were quite 
pleased, but told him, that though they lived in a desert and were a 
poor set, they had once entertailled Nusseer Khan? and his army for 
five days so prohely, that he ever ahwards  called them the Dil 
KOOS~W, or open-hearted i. a generous. 

* The Sirdar's name. 
t The hther of the present Khan of Kelat : this is a fact H e  had been to Mushed in 

Khorasan, to Bssia the King of Kabool against the Persians, and came home through 
Seistan and tip desert. 
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All the forenoon we were hemmed in by a crowd of idle Belooches, 
who teazed us a good deal by their unconscionably long visih and im- 
pertinent questions. We had been prepared to undergo a tolerable 
ordeal of this annoyance, but it far exceeded any thing we had feared. 
Some of them stayed four and five hours at a stretch, smoking, chat- 
ting, and singing all the while. They were headed by a forward fel- 
low called Jooma Khan, who we soon learned, was the Sirdar's eldest \ 
son and our intended chief guide. He and his associates were parti- 
cularly anxious to find out, whether we were of the Soonnee or Sheea- 
sect of MoosulmansY ; they suapec~ed from our f i r  appearance, that we - -  - 
were Ujumeest, and at lenghh very coolly, asked us to repeat theMohu- ---_--- 
mudan Kulimu or creed, which we did agreeable to the former persuk 
sion, knowing them to be followers of its tenets. In the evening the 
old Sirdar himself walked over to sit with us, and as a little of the tea 
we had brought from Bombay still remained, we made a cup for him ; 
he seemed gratified by this attention, and was a regular and very wel- 
come visitor afterwards, for he not only kept the others in due order, 
but was possessed of a great deal of information and anecdote, and was 
always ready to answer the queries we put to him. 

11th March. We were greatly entertained to-day, by seeing the 
Sirdar hold a court of justice relative to a robbery or seizure that had 
been made in the night. The complainants were Mingull Brahook 
belonging to the Toomun of Buhadoor Khan, which was about three 
miles off. The defendants were Belooches of N m h k y  : the parties 
pleaded against -each other, and as they could not lay claim to the 
honor of doing so with elegance, they mutually seemed determined, 
that the superabundance of their oratory should make amends for the 
quality, and the uproar was general for full three hours : each told his 
own story agreeable to his ideas, and all were speaking in the same 
breath, so that he who strained his lungs most, had the best prospect 

' The two great sects of Moosulmms. Vide note on the relqpon of the Beloochea, in 
the 4th chapter. 

t Persians, who are all Sheeas. 
P 2 
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of gaining attention. The Sirdar listened to them with all imaginable 
patience and good humour, and when they were absolutely wearied 
with talking, he delivered his sentiments and judgment in due form, 
and the meeting broke up. 

From what I could learn of it, the trial appeared to be a trivial con- 
cern about the right of pasturage on a neighbouring hill, from which 
the Belooches tried to exclude the BrahooCs by expostulation, and at 
length resorted to the unwarrantable expedient of seizing their flocks : 
the latter however got the victory, as the decision was in favour of 
their having at least an equal right with the former. In stating this 
opinion, which was received without a murmur, the Sirdar told his 
Kheil to recollect, that the Brahooes had originally settled near 
Nooshky with the sanction of the Khan and himself, and that they 
were consequently entitled to enjoy every privilege. I observed that 
a relation of the Mingull chief attended with his people, and that Eidel 
Khan addressed himself several times to him, during the investigation. 
These courts are always held in the Mihman Khanu, when it is unoc- 
cupied, but as we were in possession, the carpets and Numuds (felts) 
were spread before the door, and the whole party sat down in the sun 
without any scruple. - * 

- In the midst of the proceedings, a luckless wight, a mountaineer 
made his appearance with two asses laden with asafoetida plants that 
he had gathered and brought in for sale, and the people were 
so eager to purchase, that they ran in a body and overwhelmed 
him and his merchandize in the sand, where there was a vigorous 
s c d e  and scramble kept up for half an hour : every soul present 
joined in it except the Sirdar and the Mingull chief, both of whom, 
like Captain Christie and myself, enjoyed a hearty laugh at the tumult : 
the poor fellow who was so unceremoniously handled, extricated 
himself and his animals as quickly as possible, and shortly &er 
came to prefer a complaint to the Sirdar, for the treatment he 
had met with; it was asserted on all hands, that the Hindoos 
(who wanted it to retail again) were the first to commence the 
attack on the panniers, and that they had also secured the greatest 

I I 
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portion of the spoil ; they were therefore ordered to satisfy the Bra- 
h d ,  which they did with some tobacco and sugar. 

Both Belooches and Hindoos are very partidto the asafetida plant, 
and esteem it a great treat : they roast or stew the stem, and boil or 
more commonly fry the head and leaves with Ghee*. This plant grows 
spontaneously on the mountains in the northern parts of &loochistan, 
whence the shepherds bring it to market. When ripe, the 
efflorescence or head has much the appearance of a cauliflower, being 
of a light straw colour : the stem is from one to two and a half feet 
long, three or four inches thick, and the leaves resemble those of the 
Indian large beet root : the drug known in Europe by the same name, 
of which amazing quantities are yearly imported into Hindoostan, 
is called by the Belooches, and I believe Persians, Sheeri Heeng, 
or the milk of asafoetida : it is extracted from the stalk close to the 
root, and sometimes from the root itself, about the time the plant is 
ripening, which is indicated by the leaves losing their natural dark 
green colour, and becoming a light yellow: at this'juncture, the stem is 

. cut off about six inches above the earth, the ground is cleared away 
about it, and an incision, about an inch long, made immediately where 
the roots ramify. The asafoetida from one stalk usually equals one 
pound, and sometimes more : it may be gathered in three days &r 
the stalk is lopped, and the.mot produces the s u d n g  8pring.t 

l%h, 13th, 14th, and lbfh March. From various consultations we 
had with the Sirdar in the course of the last four days, there a p  

Boiled or clarified butter. 
t None of the asafetida which comes to India is the produce of Beloochistan, as that coun- 

try does not even afford enough for home consumption. The mountains in the neighbour- 
hood of Heerat, in Khorasan, are plentifully stocked with this plant. Captain Christie, in 
a paragraph of the memoir of his journey now before me, speaks of the hills between which 
his road lay as abounding with the asafoetida plant, and also enumerates that drug ns one 
of the staple commodities of Heerat. I have understood, that ifan incision to draw off the 
gum be not made at a proper period, the stem will burst, and the Sheer or milk (which 
hardens to the consistence we see it by exposure to the air) exudes, but by this effort of 
nature the quantity is greatly lessened. Good asafetida ought to be of a pale yellow colour 
and quitedry; the gatherers often mix it with Ghee to increase its weight. 
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peared to be considerable doubts of the practicability of ow further 
progress in this direction : we had therefore been very sedulous in our 
inquiries towards gaining a knowledge of the routes in the more 
southern divisions of Beloochistan and Mukran. On the evening of 
the 14th, the Sirdar's son and his nephew (Moorad Khan) chanced to 
be with us, when the discourse, as usual, turned on our journey : they 
both added their voice to Eidel Khan's, in strongly advising our taking 
any other road than that by Seistan. " Why don't you," said Moo- 
rad, " either go by Kedge* and Bunpoor to Kirman ? or f b m  this 
6c place to Surhudt, and thence through Numansheer$ to that city, 
6' from which you can at all times get to Heerat ? if you select either 
6' of these methods, I will myself be your guide to the &ontiers of the 

Shah's§ dominions." The idea of accomplishing two routes im- 
mediately offered itself, and when our visitors departed, Captain 
Christie and I talked the matter over, and came to the resolution of 
separating, and taking different courses across the desert. In this re- 
solt~tion, though contrary to the strict meaning of the instructions 
that had been furnished us on leaving India, we felt justified, on due 
consideration of the lrnqueationable advantages that would result from 
a greater acquisition of geographical and statistical knowledge of the 
regions we were then exploring, than could be looked for by our ad- 
vancing together ; mrding ly  the next day,when the Seistanee Hindoo, 
Boodhoo (whom we found to be an active fellow and had therefore em- 
ployed him in lieu of Sookaram) came, we were prepared to mention our 
plans to him, in case we could do so without his supposing they were 
preconcerted : he most oppoftunely prefmed his conversation by en- 
treating us to abandon every idea of the SeistaFl route. '' I have been 

talking," said he, to Eidel Khan, and he enumerates so many 
'' dangers and obstacles, that I am very fearfUl you will lose your lives, 

The capital of the province of M n k m  
t A village on the western boundary of Beloochistan. 
$ The south- district of the Persian province of Kirman. 
The kings (of Persia) 
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bc or be way-laid and pillaged." He then proposed to give us letters 
on his agents at Kandahar, the road from which city to Heerat we were 
aware was frequented by travellers, but at the same time, it was the 
last we should have fixed upon : we evaded however an explicit refu- 
sal, by saying that as Soondu jee's servants, we dare not judge for our- 
selves, and then hinted at the possibility of our having orders by the 
Kasid fiom Kelat, to proceed by the way of Surhud and Nurmansheer 
to Kirman : this surmise, as we had anticipated, he soon made public 
throughout the Toomun, and it eventually served as an excellent ex- 
cuse for carrying our project into execution. 

We had now1 been five doyo at N-&y, and were most anxiously 
awaiting our Kasid's arrival, hoping to set off immediately after. Our 
host's hospitality did not diminish in the least; every morning more 

. bread, sour milk, and cheese were sent, than our whole party could con- 
sume : his slaves attended with water to wash, and the same routine 
was observed again in the evening : twice we purchased and killed 
small goats, sending a leg to the Sirdar, and a part of the remainder 
to the different Hindoos ; but we discovered that this would not an- 
swer, as they accounted it prohie extravagance, although they cost but 
one rupee each. In return for our present of a slice of meat Boodhoo 
brought us, one evening at dinner time, what he prized as a much 
greater delicacy, and on which he expatiated with all the eest and 
rapture of a professed epicure ; this was a tender young asafetida 
plant stewed in rancid butter, and our polite friend could hardly be 
persuaded that we were serious, when we declared that we could not 
relish the gout of the dainty he had prepared for us ; indeed the smell 
was not tolerable, for the green plant is even more rank and nauseous 
than the drug itself; a fact our olf'actories srtteated, as they were 
abundantly regaled for two or three days subsequent to the aupply 
being brought from the Brahoo6, of which every soul in the Toomun 
had a share, so that the people were not only offensively strong, but the 
very air was impregnated with the efIluvia. 
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M A R C H  16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th. Our messenger returned 
from Kelat on the 16th, bringing a Hoondee, or Native Bill for 

the money we required, and a letter from the Hindoo whom we had 
lefi at that city. Captain Christie therefore went to the Sirdar, paid 
him the sum that had been agreed upon, and requested that he might 
be sent off immediately : he also announced to him that I had got an 
order to proceed by the southern road to Kirman in Persia, and was to 
Stay at Nooshky, until a man should come to receive some aupeduous 
necessaries we had with us : the old fellow talked of a lucky day for 
Captain Christie to corpmence his journey, with other nonsense likely 
to delay him, and on the 18th seemed so unconcerned with regard to, 
and dilatory in, his promised preparations, that, that officer told him 
we should positively return to Kelat if he did not name an early day 
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for his quitting Nooshky. The Sirdar most artfully tried to excuse 
himself, on the pretence of it being very difficult to procure trust- 
worthy and obedient men to accompany him, but at last he appointed 
thk 20th for his departure, and the evening before, I .received the fol- 
lowing instructions fiom Captain Christie : 

6c Nooshky, 19th March." 
1st. " YOU will most probably arrive at Kirman by the Surhud 

( 6  route in forty days, fiom thence you are to send a letter to me to 
Heerat, under cover to Hurry Sing, our Hindoo agent there." 
2d. " I expect to reach Heerat by Dooshak in thirty days, and if 
so, shall be at Kirman in twonty more, unless prevented by unfore- 

( (  seen obstacles, but I will leave directions with Hurry Sing to k i t e  
( 6  to you, in case I should be gone before your Kasid (messenger) ar- 
L6 rives, and in the event of nly finding it impracticable to pass b 

shak (of which you are aware there is some probability), I will endeac 
66 vour to convey instructions to Hurry Sing to apprize you of this cir- 

cumstance, and also to give you credit for all sums you may draw 
upon him for." 
3d. 6' If you cannot get to Kirmam as above, try to the north- 

(( ward with caution, and should you eventually ascertain it to be 
impossible to advance in a westerly direction in that parallel, either 
make for the sea-coast or Bunpoor, and thence to Kirman." 
4th. Should you be confined or in distress, you must strive by 

cc every means to give me intimation of it, in order that I may 
&( afford you every assistance in my power; this I will of course 
6b equally apply to myself." 

5th. " If I am cut off, which you will perhaps hear from Hurry 
Sing or otherwise, you had better proceed by the sdest route to 
join General Malcolm. If that is not feasible, you must judge 

bb for yourself whether to go back or to the sea-coast, recollecting to 
'6 regard your own safety above all other considerations." 

6th. Should I neither hear of, nor from you before the 1st of 
(6  June next, I shall conclude you have been obliged to go back OF 

are killed, and this you will also apply to me." 
'a 
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7th. cc On reaching Kinnan, go to the principal Hindw there, so 
cL that I may obtain from him instant information regarding you on 
(r my arrival at that city." 

( signed) CHARLES CHRISTIE, Capt. 

20th March. This morning Captain Christie was firmly bent on 
starting, and went to the Sirdar, who instantly said that he was 
ready to abide by his promise, but that the day, being the Hindoo 
festival of the Hooly, was exceedingly unlucky, and that no person 
in his senses would think of setting out on a journey on such an oc- 
casion. To this absurd ciiscourse Captain Christie replied, that we 
could have no objections on that score, m we had been travelling for 
some months. " What you say is correct," rejoined the Sirdar, . 

but those who go with you from this place are not so circum- 
stanced, and on their account you should select a propitious hour 

66 to depart." Our assumed character of Moosulmans did not per- 
mit us to reprehend and ridicule this fresh source of detention, and 
concomitant uneasiness, as we could have wished, and Captain 
Christie was necessitated to yield an assent to remaining until the 
21st instant, on which day afternoon, the Hooly would cease. 

I 

Before bed-time the Sirdar sent one of his slaves to desire that we 
would speak to him, and having led us a long way from the Toomun , 

into the desart, he conjured us, as the greateat obligation we could 
confer upon him, not to employ in any way whatever his nephew 
Moorad Khan, whom he loaded with every epithet that was oppro- 
brious and disgraceful. 6L As sure as you do," said he, Lb he 
c6  will mislead you, and then who is to call a vagabond like 
U him to account. Should I be accessary in any manner to de- 

frauding you, I am always to be laid hold of, and made to answer 
for my misconduct, which is not the case with that outcast ruf- 

b6 fian." We promised not to hire Moorad, or in short have any 
thing to say to him, unless through the medium of his uncle, who 
was greatly pleased at our ready concession, which I fancy he by 
no means anticipated: but we determined to adhere to it no longer 
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than exactly suited our purpose. We conjectured that the Sirdar 
had partly fabricated the assertions he had used regarding the mal- 
practices of his nephew, or at least that he had our benefit little 
in view by the disclosure of them, and that he merely wished to 

, dissuade us from applying to any other person than himself, for 
guide3 or assistance. 

20th and 21rt March. Our spirits and expectations were quite ex- 
hausted with the frequent disappointments we had experienced about 
quitting N ~ ~ s h k y ,  and there were so many rumours in circulation, 
all of which came to our ears with perhaps no trifling exaggeration, 
that we actually began to imagine, the Sirdar did not mean to 
provide Captain Christie with an escort. Under this impression the 
latter once more applied to him on the 21st, to dispatch the 
party, upbraiding him with a breach of his word in deferring it 
longer, and declaring, that if we were obliged to put our threat of 
revisiting Kelat into execution, the Hindoo merchant by whom we 
were employed, would not fail to state the transaction to Muhmood 
Khan in such a light, as would draw upon the Kheil the severe re- 
prehension of that chief and his brother. '' It was only last night," 
continued Captain Christie, '' that you judged it necessary to put 
'' me on my guard against the perfidious promises of your nephew, 

and what am I now to suppose, when you prove yourself cap* 
ble of the same acts with which you charge him." 
This rebuke staggered him so much, that he told Captain M s t i e  

he felt unequal to reply to it, that he had been nearly thirty years 
the head of the Kheil of Nooshky, and never till that period charged 
with dishonesty ; he solemnly that his son had made an 
Istikharu, or calculation of future events the evening before, assisted 
by the two Moollahs or priests of the Toomun, and that they had 
found the omens so decidedly inauspicious for moving that day, thst 
he himself had countermanded the preparations till the next mom- 
ing, when they should set off, let what would, betide them. As a 
palliative to the reprimand, we informed him of the reports we had 

Q 2 
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heard, on which he confessedq that we had sufficient reason to be 
diseatisfied with our stay, and needed no additional cause to render 
it irksome. 

A strong north-westerly wind, that had prevailed for the last three 
or four days, increased to a gale this forenoon, and raised the sand 
of the desart in clouds that obscured the aun at mid-day, the open- 
-work sides of the Mihman Khanu admitted it in heaps, and' cov- 
ered us oeveral inches thick. It moderated towards night, and while 
we were rejoicing at this respite, we were mortified by hearing that 
the camel which Jooma Khan, the Sirdar's son and Captain Christie's 
chief guide, was to ride, had gone astray in the desart, . and that 
people were ordered out to seek for it. This we looked upon as 
a mere trick, and therefore went to sleep with the full expectation 
of another attewpt being made to detain Captain Christie, in which 
however we were happily disappointed. 

.22d March. This morning I had the pleasure of seeing Captain 
Christie depart; before he mounted his camel, he made the Sirdar 
a small though most acceptable present, of a piece of Scotch plaid, 
half a piece of silk, a knife, and pair of scisssrs, of which he was 
verytproud ; he perhaps scarcely deserved this mark of attention, 
owing to the trouble he had caused us in getting away fiom Nooshky, 
but even when lingering under, and most exasperated by his evasions, 
we could not avoid the reflection, that it was only natural for an un- 
civilized and untaught barbarian to avail himself of so opportune 
an occurrence as that of two merchants, for such he rated us, visiting 
his Toomun, to obtain as much money from us as he could venture 
to.exact, consistent with the hospitality of his tribe. 

Jooma Khan's camel was not forthcoming when Captain Christie 
set off, but his father declared that if it was-not found before noon, 
he should follow on horseback. He expressed his hope that Cap- 
tain Christie would forgive any unpleasant circumstances that had 
arisen during his sojourn amongst the Rukshanees *, assuring him 

The name of the tribe. 
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that his son and the men that accompanied him, were entirely at hia 
disposal, and in case of necessity, would prove that they were ready 
to sacrifice their lives for his safetya; he concluded by offering up a 
prayer for that and his prosperity, and the cavalcade trotted oE In 
less than an hour, the camel that was said to have strayed was brought 
in, and Jooma Khan hastened away to overtake the party. 

The day was unusually dark and gloomy, with a high oppressive 
wind and vivid lightning, which thc Belooches said portended rain, 
but it subsided without that relief in the evening. The Sirdar then 
came to the Mihman Khanu to sit with me, and perceiving that I 
was much out of spirits at the loss of my esteemed and invaluable 
companion, he strove to cheer me, by declaring that he would take 
every care of me for the sake of my brother *, who had entrusted 
me to his charge; he also exerted himself whilst he staid, in the 
kindest, and I may add, the most effectual manner to entertain me, 
and I derived not merely great pleasure from his communications, 
but much information, which has been detailed under various heads 
in the foregoing pages. 

23d March. The rain that the clouds yesterday had foretold, 
poured down in torrents to-day, attended by a tempest of wind and 
such volumes of sand, that it was impossible to distinguish objects at 
the distance of ten or fiReen-yards ; the roof of the Ghedan not be- 
ing more proof against water than the sides were against sand, it 
rained through in every corner, and by the evening I was sitting in a 
bed of mud, and literally cased with a coat of mail of the same ma- 
terial. 

The second Kasid returned from Kelat, with a man who was sent 
'by our Hindoo to receive the overplus baggage, he was also the 
bearer of two letters, one written in the Persian and the other in the 
Shastree t character, which latter was in this part of the world, a 

While together we nlaays passed for brothers. 
t The Shnstree is a kind of N a p e  character. It is so called from some of the Shas- 

turs or religious tracts being written in it. I 
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complete cypher. The Persian letter contained neither news or any 
thing that could tend to a discovery of us, and when I had looked it 
over I handed it to the Sirdar, who had come in to hear the news, 
to convince him that I had no secrets ; the other letter conveyed in- 
telligence of the greatest moment to me, which was that two men 
dispatched by the Umeers of Sinde, had come to Kelat, avowedly 
intending to seize Captain Christie and myself, and carry us down to 
Hyderabad*, where they made no scruple in declaring we were to 
be bastinadoed. I t  further appeared, that they had gone to Muhrnood 
Khan at Kutch Gundava, who in solution of their questions respect- 
ing us, told them that he had heard by means of. a letter, of the ar- 
rival of two persons of our description at Kelat, though he did not 
understand from it that we were Europeans, which he was inclined 
to doubt, that at all events they might lay hold of us, provided they 
could discover and prove to his satisfaction, that we were spies of any 
nation ; but on the other hand, that they were to beware of molesting . 
us, if we were merchants or the agents of such, whatever our caute 
or country might be. 

The Umeers' men told the Khan, that one of us at least, had been 
with the British Envoy t to Sinde the year before ; that we were no 
more horse-dealers than they were, and had assumed that character, 
exclusively as a plea for surveying the country. These men had been 
twice to the house we occupied at Kelat, and denounced the ven- 
geance of the Umeers against our Hindoo, unless he made a full 
disclosure ; the Khan's injunctions,. however, deterred them from 
taking any mode of compelling him to satisfy their inquiries, and 
finding him impenetrably secret, they remarked that we must even- 
tually return to that city, as we had no other way of escaping out of 
the country ; and that they should sit down quietly until we appeared. 

The capital of Side.  
t Nicholas Henkey Smith, Eq., of the Honourable Company's civil service. Vide 

Chapter VIII. Part 11. 
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Our Hindoo concluded his letter by saying, that he had used every 
precaution to prevent either of the Kasids or messengers from being 
seen by the Sindians, and believed he had succeeded ; but that it 
was well known among the Hindoos at Kelat, with some of whom 
he had been obliged to negotiate bills, that we were still at Nooshky, 
where he surmised that the Umeers' men might arrest us with little 
difficulty, and therefore suggested our decamping with every possible 
haste. 

On perusing this letter, I saw it was necessary to adopt prompt 
measures, and resolved on leaving Nooshky next morning. I gave 
B O O ~ ~ O O ,  the Seistanee Hindoo, directions to prepare a quantity of 
flour and dates, and sending for Moorad Khan privately, agreed with 
him to be my guide to Surhud, on the western frontier of Beloochis- 
tan, for sixty rupees. My object in making this hasty arrangement 
was solely ta acceler~tc! my departu& ; had the expence been any 
consideration, it is probable the Sirdar would have given me, agree- 
able to his promises, guides at a cheaper rate; but I knew I should 
indubitably be detained in the event of trusting to him, and in my 
situation I felt that by allowing myself to be so, if only for eight and 
forty hours, I was running a very great risk. 

I was nearly involved in another serious scrape to day, by an awk- 
ward circumstance. Captain Christie and I had made an agreement, 
to which we usually adhered, of never speaking to each other before 
strangers in any language except Hindoostanee, but it happened that 
Boodhoo the Seistanee Hindoo was present one day when we forgot 
our,rule, and began to converse in English ; he asked what dialect it 
was, and I replied without hesitation that it was Telinga *, thinking 
it as unlikely that he or any other person in the Toornun should be 
acquainted with that tongue, as with either Greek or Hebrew. Nothing 
more passed, and I had forgotten the matter entirely, but not so 
Boodhoo, for as I was eating my dinner, he came over to the lMihman 

The Tclinga is the dialect spoken in Telinganrr and the northern Sirkars. 
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Khanu with a Fakeer, whom he said he had brought to chat with me in 
Telinga I was puzzled how to act, as I knew not a syllable of thst 
language ; however, I put a bold face upon it, and when the Fakeer 
had seated himself, I turned towards him and rapidly addressed 
several queries to him in English : he certified his ignorance of what 
I had said by a significant smack* of the tongue and a shake of the 
head, and when I came to inquire into his peregrinations I found 
there was no occasion for having been under any alarm respecting 
his knowledge of Telinga, as he had not been farther southward in 
the peninsula of India than the city of Surat. 

24th Mwch. Finding it impossible to get sway before the afier- 
noon, I postponed the commencement of my journey till to-morrow, 
and employed myself in writing to the Hindoo at Kelat, to direct that 
he would take an early opportunity of closing his accounts at that 
city and returning to Rela, where he mnld remain without any chance 
of molestation, until he r w s i v d  further instructions from either 
Captain Christie or myself. About dusk I sent Futtuh ~ ~ o h u m m u d  
(my Hindoostanee man) to acquaint the Sirdar that I was to leave 
Nooshky next morning, and that I should be happy before I did so, 
personally to express my thanks to him for all the hospitable kind- 
neas I had received at his hands. He testified great surprize at this 
message, and told my servant that he would see me in half an hour 
at the Ghedan of Boodhoo the Hindoo. I accordingly went there, 
and had a very long conversation with him on different subjects ; at 
length I introduced that of my intended departure. Have you," 
said he, 6 b  already ceased to pay due attention to the good ex- 
(' ample which your brother afforded you by relying on me for his 

guides ; and is it thus you attend to the cautions I gave you both 
6 b  about Moorad Khan 3 You are a very young man, and God send 

you may have no cause to rue your acquaintance with my nephew." 
He would have gone on for an hour in the same strain, but I slipped 

This is  a very common and expressive negative in many pnrts of Asia. 
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twenty rupees into his hand, which I had ready for the express pur- 
pose of silencing him, telling him that as I was destitute of any thing 
worth his acceptance, I begged he would purchase a turband as a - 

memorial of my gratitude with that sum. This had an instantaneous 
and wonderful effect in pacifying him, and before we parted he 
offered to give me letters to some chiefs whose territories I was likely 
to pass through. 
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ARCH 25th. The Sirdar came to the Mihman Khanu this M morning at day break, accompanied by a Moollah, who wrote 
three letters that the former dictated to chiefs, of whom I shall here- 
after have occasion to make mention. The man with the spare 
baggage and my letter set off on his return to Kelat immediately 
after breakfast, and I quitted Nooshky myself about ten o'clock, with 
as much unfeigned joy as I should have felt in escaping from a prison. 
My stay there had been protracted by a series of unpleasant delays 

I I 
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for a ~e r iod  of sixteen days, though on first entering the Toomun I 
should have repined at the idea of being there as many hours. My 
party only consisted of five, exclusive of myself, and none of us were 
well armed, so that we had to trust more to our good fortune in 
not meeting with people inclined to plunder us, than to our means 
of repelling them. 

Three miles from the Toomun we passed a Goombw or cupols, 
which according to tradition stands near the site of an ancient town, 
ivhose inhabitants were so affluent that, as one means of disposing of 
their wealth, they mixed the Chl~narn  or wrrient for the erection of 
all their hollaea and edifices with milk i n a t ~ d  of water; which 
flagrant instance of unnecessary and ostentatious waste so incensed 
the Deity, that a curse was denounced on the place, and it gradually 
sunk into misery and decay. At present there is no other vestige of 
this fabulous city than this Goombuz, which has certainly a very 
singular appearance, being built in the desert a long way fro'm the 
mountains, which here run off to the southward. I was not near 
enough to examine with precision the style of architecture (whether 
different from that of the present day in those countries) or the 
materials ; but the former seemed to have nothing remarkable in it, 
and fmm Moorad's account the only thing observable with regard to 
the latter, is the amazing hardness of the Chunam, which he com- 
pared to marble. ' A short way in advance I observed some very 
large stones on the side of the path, at the distance of twenty or 
thirty yards from each other, and on asking the meaning of' them, I 
was gravely assured, that they had been placed there by * Roosturn, 
to commemorate the pace at which his favourite steed galloped. 
This solution, it is needless to add, I laughed at ; but, for whatever 
purpose the stones in question may have been bronght to the spot 
thky are now at, it is clear that their transportation from the nearest 
mountain must have been attended with great trouble and cost ; 

The Persian hero of the celebrated poem the Shah Namuh by EM-. 
a 2 
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many $of them are several tons weight, and six or seven yards 
square. 

We travelled sixteen miles to-day over a sandy flat country, and 
halted at sunset with mountains in front of us at three and a half 
m h  ; those bounding the desert, were generally during the route, 
eight or nine on our left, and sand-hills at intervals on our right. 
Half-way we passed a deserted village called Karez : there is a well 
~f very good water close to it, whence we carried on a supply for the 
night. I saw numerous herds of camels, which animals are turned 
'loose here to feed on the Guz* and Shinzt, with both of which the 
plain is well cltocked. From our halting place in the evening we 
perceived the smoke rising fiom a Toomun of Guzhgee Brahooes, 
but as it would have been out of our way, we did not pay them a 
Nisit. 
i was here on the confines of the district of Nooshky, with respect 

fo which little remains to be added. I have already stated, that it is 
peopled by a branch of the Nhard clase of Belooches, named the 
RuktahanA The Sirdar or chief is Eidel Khan, a man about sixty 
yeam of age, psessing many qualifications that 4 d  have distin- 
guished him in a higher sphere among his countrymen, bu t  which 
are clouded by hia excessive avarice. The only source of exclusive 
Evenue that he seems to possess, is a water-mill turned by the river 
Kpur ; and that must always be a very precarious one, as it oRen 
firils f h n  a want of water. The Toomun of Nmhky compriaea two 
hundred Ghedans, the formation of which has been repeatedly de- 
scribed. I was twice in the Sirdar's which differed little from any 
of the others: the fire was in the middle of the floor, and on two 
sidea of it, walls about six feet high are built to rest against ; they 
were covered with carpeta, and the whole was very neat and clean. 
Suspended fiom the roof were the matchlocks, swords, and shields 
belonging to the family. There are six Hindoo shopkeepers in the 
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Toornun, who have ventured to bring their wives and children here, 
although it is evident they stand in great awe of their protectors, for 
roch they style the Belooche inhabitants, who, generally speaking, 
are idle, ignorant, unmannerly, and predatory ; the latter q d i t y  they 
inherit in common with the whole race, and they are likewise much 
d d i d  to gambling. Hospitality and an adherence to auch promises 
.s relate to their personal bravery or fidelity, seem to be very justly 
their great k t &  When the crops hi1 at Nooshky, which is the 
cue nine yemi out of ten, they depend on Gurmsyle and Kutch 
Gundava for groin, and in fad bring more or less every year fmm 
those placea 

26lh M u d .  I moved this morning at six, though very unwell 
h m  a fever that h d  come on the night before, md .Aer d i n g  
three miles over the plain, entered the b i b  by a stony p.th : we ~ w w r  

got among lofty mountains, 8 branch of the great range, md winding 
round the bores of them, or through rocky vallies for seventeen miles, 
came to 8 river bed nearly dty, called the Bale, in which, or along the 
k n k s  of it, we advanced six miles further, and then having s e l d  8 

rpot where the camels might graze d m  to us, stopped for the 
night Our rod WM very bsd d y ,  and in some yl.ces not mom 
ch.a two y v d s  wide, the rocks riaing like walls for many hundred f a t  
on each side. I v k v d  wtlrJ h l w b  of white marble in the l l l~c 

row watm counes, and a profusion of the d m t i d a  plant growing oa 
the precipices above us : the bed of the river Bale is very broad, d 
the bue desert that limits it, is elevrted to a great he@ above the 
chmnneL The direction of my route d y  WM south soutb-west, 
and the distance twenty-nine miles: very g o d  water wm to be had in 
two or three rivulets, beside that in the Bale, and lop  of dried wood 
lay strewed about. 

n d  A f d .  I wm so w d  fmm the cff- of my frver, which had 
continued with pert violence the whok of yesterday rad thrwghout 
the night, that I could ncucely sit on my amel thia morning, how- 
ever to think of rcsting (with t h e e e y  I had before me) wu out 
of the question, I themfore mtuted about reven a a, taking CKW of 
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the BrahooCs as a supporter, on the camel behind me. I travelled in 
the course of the day twenty-five miles south south-westerly, the 
path (where there was any trace of such) either lying in the bed of 
the river Bale, or along the elevated plain forming the banks of it, 
over which it'frequently tended owing to its serpentine course : we 
had plenty of water in the river bed, and the jungul of * Babool, 
Lyet, and Taghuzt was ofken so thick, that the camels forced their 
way through with difficulty, even when we were dismounted. . 
- About four miles from our halting place we, this evening, passed 

- the remains of some very extraordinary tombs, built on the western 
bank of the river about four hundred yards fiom it: they were of a 
quadrangular shape, and had each been surrounded by a low wall of 
curious open freestone work, which conveyed to me at the moment, 
the idea of the meshes of a net stretched at one end into a conical shape: 
these walls enclosed an area of four or five square yards, and the en- 
trances to them, as well as the buildings, fronted due east : there were 
several large mounds of earth and stones scattered over the desert to a 
considerable distance, which induced me to get off my camel, but as 
it was raining at tbe time, and I was but just able to walk, I did not 
stay to examine any of them minutely. I could discover no in- 
scriptions, and it was in vain that I subsequently made strict inquiry 
with respect t6 these places, as I had not the gwd fortune to meet with 
any person who had seen them. All the satisfaction that my guide 
&uld give me was, that they were built in the time of the $ Guebres, 
but that is the source, to which is ascribed every thing uncommon or 
inexplicable throughout this country, and ought not therefore to be 
implicitly credited ; it is, however, probable that in this instance'the 

* Farnesian Mimosa. 
t Tamarisk. 
$ The Taghuz is a species of tbe Tamarisk of which I have not seen any botanical 

description, nor met with the plant any where except in Beloochistan. It is in appear- 
ance very similar to the Lye, but the bark and leaves are a pale white, and covered with 
a kind of powder. 

Infidels : so he styled the followers of Zoroaster. .. 
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conjecture was right : there was nothing whatever Mohummudan or 
Hindoo in the style, and if we remove the erection of them from 
thoae nations, it naturally rests with the Parsees* unless we choose 
to attribute it to a still earlier period. They were evidently very 

b 

ancient, for notwithstanding the durable nature of the materials of 
which'they were composed, they were every one mouldering and in a 
complete state of dilapidation. The most remarkable circumstance 
regarding them, if true, was ~ointed out to me by Moorad Khan, who 
informed me there was no stone of the same description (with that they 
were erected with) to be found in any part of the country, and added 
that it would be of no value, for the people of our days were incapable 
of executing such workmanship. I am still dubious whether these 
buildings were formerly sepulchres or places of worship ; inside .of 
each there was a raised mound covered with stone, which,had,,beyond 
a-doubt, the appearance of a grave, but it is also possible that this was 
the altar for the sacred fire of the Atush Kudu t : their numbers speak, 
more than any other argument, to their having been cemeteries. 

At midnight came on a viol- t.hnnder storm, which lasted for 
two hours, but very fortunately it had rained slightly when we came 
to our ground, and we had therefore taken up our quarters under the 
bank of the river, where some former flood had undermined it : .our 
uncouth retreat sheltered us from the rain, and saved me from a wet- 
ting which I was ill fitted to bear at the time, but I could not com- 
pose myself to sleep, fearing that the river might overflow and sweep 
us all off: it faired however before the water had risen to any height 

Parsee is the modern name for these people, it is distinct from Persians who are 
Moosulmans. 

t A fire. temple. The Guebres worship that element as an emblem of God. There 
are several Atuah Kudus in India. At the city of Yezd in Persia, which is distinguished 
by the appellation of the Dariil Ebadut, or Seat of Religion, the Guebres are permitted to 
have an Atush Kudu (which they assert has had the sacred fire in it since the days of 
Zoroaster) in their own compartment of the city, but for this indulgence they are indebted 
to the avarice, not the tolerance of the Persian Government, which taxes them at twenty- 
five rupees each man. 
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though it was beginning to tumble down with vast noise and 
force.* 

28th March. I marched twenty-eight miles in a south south- 
westerly direction this day, chiefly wer a bare plain. A little more 
than three miles from where we slept, the water in the bed of the 
Bale river runs off in a branch to the south-eastward, and supplies the 
town of Sarawan, which lay due east fiom me at that time, about 
three leagues off: travelling f ihen  miles farther on the rod,  across a 
plain diversified with various kinds of underwood, and here and there 
a clump of large Babool trees, I came to a well of tolerable water in 
the dry bed of a rivulet, called the Badoo ; here we heard from a 
solitary shepherd, who was tending a few half-starved goats, that there 
had been until the day before, a large Toomun of Nousherwane6 
Belooches in this neighbourhood, and that they had migrated to the 
mountains of Kharan, fiom a scarcity of water and forage for their 
cattle. Having filled our Mushks t, we advanced a Httle way, add 
took up our lodging in a thick patch of jungul. 

The town of Sarawrrn which T aaw irr ruy progress of to-day is very 
small, not containing more than five hundred houses and huts, that 
are defended by a mud wall with bastions ; it is placed in the centre 
of a bare and sterile district, about twenty miles from the Sarawanee 
mountains, whence it takes its name. The only inducement that 
the projector of this town could have had for selecting 'this situ- 
ation, I should suppose to be, the unfailing and plentifhl store of excel- 
lent water that is afforded to the inhabitants by the Bale ; and it muat 
be admitted that in a clime so obnoxious to drought, and its conco- 
mitant miseries of famine and dearth, as this part of Beloochistan, 
the advantages of a constant supply of that article are invalu- 
able. The chief of Sarawan is Goo1 Mohummud Khan of the 

* These floods are very common and exceedingly dangerous. I have eee4 a limpid 
brook four or five inches deep swell in the course of ten minutes to a r4id nnd impassable 
torrent, carrying every thing befbre it. 

t Leathern bags for water. 



tribe of Kt tmLmee ; he pays no tribute to the ,Khan of KeLt, but 
hminhea the whole of his troops, amounting to two hundred men, at 
his own expence for the service of government. His revenues are 
trifling, and he receivm them in p d u c c  rated uxonling to the plea- 
&hem of the season, which, notwithstanding the general h e n n a  
of the mil, is sometimes so great in proportion to the coaeumers, 
that thirty or forty measures of wheat, of seven pounds and r haf 
etch, wil l  sell for one rupee. 1 % ~  the hrtvert b unproductive, rs 
wrs the crrse in the years 1808 - 9, and 10, the nrtives lend their 
camels, of wlrich they have immense nubem, to G u m y l ,  Kutch 
Gun- and Sindc, and bring what grain they need from thorn 
countries. 

There is r Lukh-or p a ~ l  over the mountaim in the direct m t e  
fiom %mwsn to Kelat, but I understood it wul w clifficult of yur~-  

thrt lden camels seldom ~ m p t e d  it, preferring to go from the 
former town to Kharano ond thence to Kelat, which tbough r much 
longer, is r more easy md 

e91A Mad. I hd the iralisfodian to Bnd m p l f  quite rid of my 
troublesome companion the fever, and leA my p n d  in hrgb witl 
before sunrise I n~arched upwards of thirty miles w e & t ~ ~ u t b - w ~  
prineipJl J thmugh the d i sh& of J.LLoT Khuqpbkee, and Bhugut, 
which .re inferior departments of w, and exhibit a g r d  
dal of d l e  ground ; much of it hd Ltdy been tilled, but the 
meed mwn was mostly destroyed by a wmt  of rain,. .nd the portion 
rh.t had been p m e d  by puliculu attention to  irrigating it, 
.nd other utit icid moons, wul devoured by a awum of bautr, 
w, that the unfortunate hushadmen hd dl deampcd to the 
hilb It ia r strange though unquestionable fkt, that tbore do- 
m b i v e  irugcl nwer penetrate to t h s e  d i s t r i a  unksr in JM d 
drought and funine ; they then eomc u though it were to complete 
the devastation. ond what is still more utaruhvlg. tbcy invariably 
appear h m  one q~urtcr ( h e  muth-east) md return to tbe ume ; the 
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natives therefore afErm, that they are apprized of the existence of a 
desert, in which they would infallibly perish were they to make a 
further flight to the north-west. We passed one very deep well 
to-day, but the water was either dried up, or so low that we could 
not reach it with the rope we had for drawing ; however, as we 
had still a part of yesterday's stock, we were not very anxious 
about it. 

The town of Kharan lay about forty-five miles east-south-east fiom 
our halting place in the evening. It is said to be considerably larger 

. . than Sarawan, and is fortified in a similar manner. The district 
which bears the same name is extremely mountrrinoh.s, and forms the 
north-western extremity of the province of Sarawan *. Its Sirdar, 
Abbas Khan Noushemanee, was tributary to Muhmood Khan till 
within these last four years, when he declared himself exempt from 
controul in any shape whatever ; he can call five or six hundred men 
of his own tribe into the field, and the Nousherwanees are considered 
excellent and hardy soldiers. The camels of Kharan are the most 
celebrated in all these regions for gtrength and activity, a circum- 
stance that gives their masters in their predatory pursuits a decided 
superiority over their neighbours. 
- 30th M a d .  I was only enabled to accomplish a marEh of seven- 
teen miles and a half today, owing to a halt which I made, for four 
hours, at a spot where I was fortunate enough to meet with a party 
of Puzh Brahooes, one of whom I prevailed upon for a trifling rc+ 
ward, to be my guide across the sandy desert that I was to enter the 
next morning; and with regard to which I was rather u n k y ,  aa 
Moorad did not seem quite certain of the route, and confessed, 
when we had got another man, that he had never passed it so far to 
the northward. We replenished one of our water bags out of a pool 
of bad rain water that we happened to light upon, and -slept in the 
desert, which had already began to assume a wavy appearance. 

' Sarrwan ie om of the largest provinces of Beloochistan. 



CHAPTER IX. 

SET OUT EARLY. - WELL. - DESCRIBED. - WATER BRACKISH. - RED SANDY 

DESERT. - DIFFICULTIES- - WAVES. - CAMELS GO DOWN THEM ON THEIR 

KNEES. - NO VEGETATION- - MOUNTAINS DISCERNIBLE. - HALT BEHIND A 

SAND WAVE. - ATMOSPHERE OPPRESSIVE. -PROCEED OVER T H E  DESERT. - 
MOST EXTRAORDINARY PHENOMENON OBSERVED - DESCRIPTION. - NATIVE 

OPINION. - AUTHOR'S THEORY. - THE FLOATING SANDS DIFFE~ENT FROM 
THE SUHBAB OR " MIRAGE" - PROOF. - C O R R ~ O R A T I O N  BY A FA~LEER - 
BOODOOR DRY RIVER - DESERTED VILLAGE OF REGAN. - WATER. -LEAVE 

REGAN. - HARD BLACK. DESERT. - MOUNTAINS T O  BE SEEN. - HALT. - 
VIOLENT TORNADO. - I T S  CAUSE AND FREQUENCY. - UNPLEA8ANT. - ADVAN- 

TAGEOUS. - BADE' SUMOOM OR PESTILENTIAL WIND. - DREADFUL EFFECTS 

OF I T  ON THE HUMAN FRAME. 'ITS APPROACH UNFORESEEN. - SURMISE 

AND PRECAUTION. - T H E  LATTER SIMPLE. - MARCH AT NIGHT. - T H E  GUIDE 

LOSES T H E  PATH. - T H E  AUTHOR BY H I S  COMPASS REGAINS T H E  DIRECTION, 
AND OBTAINS GREAT CREDIT FOR HIS WISDOM. -VERY LONG DAY'S JOURNEY. 
- 0BI.lGED TO HALT. - NO WATER OR PROVISIONS. - ARRIVAL AT T H E  

VILLAGE O F  KULLUGAN.-THE AIJTHOR ASSUMES T H E  DISGUISE OF A W I G I O U S  
MENDICANT. - CAUSE OF THIS. - KECLYTION. - TREACHEROUS CONDUCT O F  

A GUIDE. - EMBARRASSMENT. - HIRES ANOTHER GUIDE AND ESCORT. - LONG 

DISCUSSIONS WITH T H E  CHIEF AND PEOPLE. - INSTANCE OF THEIR GROSS 

IGNORANCE DESCRIBED IN  AN ANECDOTE.-REFLECTIONS ON IT. 

' M A R C H  31st. We were on our camels this morning by four 
o'clock, and moved five miles west by south to a well, where 

we filled every thing that would contain water preparatory to en- 
countering the desert. This well was at least one hundred and my 
feet deep, nearly square, and not more than six feet in diameter: 
the sides of it, for two fathom below the surface, at which depth the 
strata became firm and hard, were propped by split date trees verti- 
cally placed, and held in that situation by the pressure of the ends 
of pieces of the same wood running horizontally across the pit. An 
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aperture was left at one corner to admit a small bucket or cop 
per vessel for drawing the water, which I was both surprized and 
disappointed, considering the deepness of the well, to find so brackish 
as to be barely palatable. 

We quitted this well just as the sun rose, and proceeded the greater 
part of the way on foot, twenty-seven miles farther, over a desert 
of red sand, the particles d which were so light, that when taken in 
the hand they were scarcely more than palpable : the whole is thrown 
by winds into an irregular mass of waves principally running east and 
west, and varying in height from ten to twenty feet ; most of these 
rise perpendicularly on the opposite side to that from which the pre- 
vailing wind blows (north-west), and might readily be fancied, at a 
distance, to resemble a new brick wall. The side facing the wind 
slopes off with a gradual declivity to the base (or near it) of the next 
windward wave. I t  again ascends in a straight line, in the same 
extraordinary manner as above described, so as to form a hollow or 
path between them. I kept as much in these paths as the direction 
I had to travel in would admit of, but had nevertheless exceeding 
difficulty and fatigue in urging the camels over the waves when it 
was requisite to do so, and more particularly where we had to clamber 
u p  the keward or perpendicular face of them, in which attempt we 
were many times defeated, and reduced to go round until an easier 
place or turn in the wave offered. On the oblique or shelving side 
the camels got up pretty well, as their broad feet saved them from 
sinking deeper than we did ourselves, and the instant they found the 
top of the wave giving way from their weight, they most expertly 
dropt on their knees, and in that posture gently slid down with the 
sand, which was luckily so unconnected, that the leading &me1 
usually caused a sufficient breach for the others to follow on fmt. 
All symptoms of vegetation had ceased for the latter ten miles of my 
journey this day, except a few stunted bushes of the Taghuz * and a 

- - - - - - - - 

' Vide Narrative of the 27&, Note. 
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hardy little plant called by the Belooches Simikoh *, bearing a purple 
flower with a very powerful odoriferous smell. My guide appeared 
to be chiefly regulated in his movements by a chain of mountains 
that were at times just discernible to the southward. I did not halt 
until it was almost dark, being desirous of getting through the 
desert as quickly as in my power. We spent the night under shelter 
of one of the sand-waves, where theatmosphere was uncommonly 
hot and close. 

1st A d .  I travelled to-day twenty miles across a desert of the 
same description aa yesterday, and consequently the like impediments 
opposed me, which were trifling, however, compared with the distress 
suffered, not only by myself and people, but even the camels, fiom the 
floating particles of sand ; a phenomenon which I am still at a loss tie 

account for. When I first observed it, about ten a. m., the desert 
seemed at the distance of half a mile or leas, to have an elevated and 
flat surface from six to twelve inches higher than the summits of the 
waves. This vapour appeared to recede rts we advanced, and once or 
twice completely encircled us, limiting the horizon to a very confined 
apace, and conveying a most gloomy and unnatural sensation to the 
mind of the beholder : at the same moment we were imperceptibly 
covered with innumerable atoms of small sand, which getting into our 
eyes, mouths, and nostrils, caused excessive irritation attended with 
extreme thirst, that was increased in no small degree by the intense 
heat of the sun. On questioning my BrahooC guide who, though a 
perfectly wild savage, had more local knowledge than any other 
person of the party, he said that this annoyance was supposed by his 
countrymen and himself to originate in the solar beams causing the 
dust of the desert (as he emphatically styled it) to rise and float 
through the air ; and, judging from experience, I should pronounce 
this idea to be.partly correct, as I can aver that this sandy ocean was 
only visible during the hottest part of the day t. To prevent the 

Literally, mountain top. I have found no botanical name or description of it. 
t The most simple theory that I can suggest for these moving sands, and which I der  

with diffidence, is this. When the violent whirlwinds that prevail in the desert, terminate 
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supposition of my having been deceived in its reality, I may here 
add, that I have seen this phenomenon and the Suhrab, or watery 
illusion, so frequent in deserts, called by French travellers the 
Mirage, in opposite quarters at the same precise moment, and that 
they were to my sight perfectly distinct ; the former having a cloudy 
and dim aspect, whilst the latter is luminous, and can only be mis- 
taken for water : to corroborate what I have advanced, I may like- 
wise state that I atterwards was joined by a Fakeer froq Kabool, who 
had come through the desert fiom Seistan, and told me that he had 
witnessed the moving sands to a much greater degree than I had 
described (or was willing to give him credit for), as he talked of being 
forced to sit down in consequence of the density of the cloud which 
enveloped him. 

To proceed with my journal. Sixteen miles from our last halting- 
place, w e  reached the eastern bank of a dry river called the Boodoor : 
it was at. least five hundred yards in breadth, running in a south- 
south-east direction towards the coast ; the bed of it in many places 
impervious fiom a thick jungul of di&rent kinds of trees and brush- 
wood, the haunt of wolves, jackalls, and other wild animals. We 
turned to the right and proceeded five miles north-westerly up the 
river bed to a spot where there had a few months before been a vil- 

in gusts of wind, they usually expand over several square miles, raging with irresistible 
force, and bearing upwards an immense body of sand, which descends as the current 
of air that gave it action dies away, thus creating the appearance in question. It 
might perhaps be demanded, what should prevent the sand from altogether subsiding, 
when it has so far done so, as to rest apparently on the waves? To this I should answer, 
that all the grosser particles do settle, but the more minute become rarified to such a 
degree, by the heat excited by the burning sun on the red soil, that they remain aa it 
were in an undecided and undulating state, until tbe returning temperature restore8 their 
opecific gravity, and then by an undeviating law of nature they sink to the earth. I t  
will be perceived that this coincides in some measure with the opinion of the native 
Brahooes, but conformable to their notion, it is evident that the floating sands would 
be apparent at all periods of excessive mlar influence, which not being the case, it becomer, 
necessary to find a primary cause for the phenomenon. 
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lage aptly called Regkn *, whose inhabitants had gone to Gurmsyl 
(which district lies north-north-west of this place) owing to the 
scarcity. Here we lialted on the western brink, and with much 
digging and difficulty procured two Mushks, or skins, of water. I 
imagine the direct course from the well we left yesterday morning to 
Regan, would have been about west ; but our guide, fearing to lose 
himself, kept to the southward, where he could at intervals descry 
the mountains. 

2d A+. I set out fiom Regan just as the day began to dawn, 
and having made a westerly march of twenty-one miles, halted at 
three in the afkernoon. The desert was not near so aandy, and in 
many places was composed of a hard black gravel without a trace of 
verdure, or even a bush to be seen. In the latter part of my route I 
could distinctly trace with my eye, a chain of loRy mni~nt~ins  stretch- 
ing all round in front from south-west to north-west ; and when we 
alighted off the camels, my guide shewed me the break in them 
through which we were to gain egress from this inhospitable waste. 

I experienced this forenoon a violent tornado or gust of wind, 
accompanied by a torrent of rain which continued for half an hour, 
and was absorbed by the earth as it fell. I t  came on most unex- 
~ectedly, and had the guide not apprized me of its strength, we 
should probably have fared worse than $we did, for it would have been 
an act of temerity to have tried to sit on the camels during its im- 
petuous fury. Before it began, the sky was clear, save a' few small 
clouds in the north-west quarter, and the only antecedent warning it 
afforded, was the oppressive sultriness of the air and a vast'number of 
whirlwinds springing up on all sides t ; the moment the B r a h d  saw 

Sands. I have considered the Boodoor river, and its probable source, fully, in the 
second part of this work. 

t These whirlwin& would perhaps be more correctly called by some other name, but 
as the wind issued fiom them I venture to adopt the term; They are vast columns of 
sand, which begin by a trifling agitation with a revolving motion on the eurfsce of the 
desert, and gradually ascend and expand, until the tops of them are lost to the view, in 
which manner they move about with every breath of wind like a pillar of sand. I haw 
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these whirlwinds disperse, which they did as if-by magic, and a cloud 
of dust approaching, he advised us to dismount, and we had hardly 
time to do so and lodge ourselves snugly behind the camels, when the 
storm burst upon us with a furious blast of wind: the rain fell in the 
largest drops I ever remember to have seen, and the air was so com- 
pletely darkened, that I was absolutely unable to discern any thing at 
the distance of even five yards. M o o d  happened to place himself 
about so many paces in front of me, and when I looked up, during 
the height of the tempest, I saw nothing of him, and therefore con- 
cluded he had s h W  his position, but when it was over I found him 
still in the same spot. These bursts are by no means rare, and 
though unpleasant at the instant, have their attendant advantages, aa 
they cool and purify the atmasphere, which would otherwise be quite 
intolerable at any season, and is so notwithstanding their prevalence, 
throughout the hot months from June to September. 

Within that period, the winds in this desert are often so scorching 
and destructive, as to kill any thing, either animal or vegetable, that 
may be exposed to them, and the route by which I travelled is then 
deemed impassable. This wind is distinguished wery where in 
Beloochistan, by the different names of Julot or Julo, the flame, and 
Bad6 Sumoom, the pestilential wind. So powerfully searching is its 
nature, that it has been known to kill camels or other hardy animals, 
and its effects on the human frame were related to me by those who 
had been eyewitnesses of them, as the most dreadful that can be 
imagined; the muscles of the unhappy sufferer become rigid and 
contracted'; the skin shrivels, an agonizing sensation, as if the flesh 
was on fire, pervades the whole fiame, and in the last stage it cracks 
into deep gashes, producing hemorrhage, that quiokly ends this 
misery. In some instances life is annihilated instantaneously, and 
in others the dortunate  victim lingers for hours, or perhaps days, in 

awn thirty or forty of than at the m e  time of diflkmt dim& apparently from 
one to twenty y u d s  in dinmeter. Thoee who have reen a water p u t  at rea may exactly 
d v e  the reme formed of eand on ahore. 
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the excruciating tortures I have described. To render this 'terrible 
scourge still more baneful, its approach is seldom, if ever foregeen ; 
and among all the Belooches with whom I have conversed regarding 
it, no one asserted more than that they had heard it was indicated by 
an unusual oppression in the air, and a degree of heat that affected thk 
eyes; the precaution then adopted, is to cover themselves over, 
and lie prostrate on the earth. A curious fact is established by this 
custom, that any cloth, however thin, will obviate the deleterious 
effects of the Bad6 Sumoom on the human body. 

3d April. As I had a very long march before me, I determined 
on starting in the middle of the night : the guide protested that he 
knew the-way, and in 'faet, had he comprehended any thing of the 
course we were to take, he could nht have contrived to make a mis- 
take, as we were now completely clear of the sand, and the face of 
the desert had changed into a hard black gravel, without a bush, a 
stone, or the most trifling irregularity of surfsce, to interrupt our 
progress ; notwithstanding which, before we had gone five hundred 
yards, I discovered by the heavens that we had -already formed two 
or three complete circuits round the spot at which we had baited. b 

I was now as much bcwildered as any of my followers, and was on 
the point of calling a halt until day-break, when it recurred to ma 
that I had the bearings of the pass into the mountains, and that by 
feeling the needle of my compass, I might ascertain the direction in 
which we were to move. I therefore forced the glass of it out, and 
holding the compass in my-right hand, turned round till I brought 
the north point of the index to my thumb; the west being then 
exactly opposite to me, I marked some of the stars, and proposed to 
officiate as conductor. Moorad and the Brahoo6 both wished to dis- 
suade me from what they believed to be a vain attempt, by vowing 
we should only get farther astray, but my Hindoostanee man was 
willing to trust himself to my guidance, and his example induced 
the others to accede to my proposition ; we therefore advanced, and 
at dawn of day found ourselves in the direct line that the guide 
would have pursued at midday, and thirteen miles nearer the 

T 



mountains. This trivial incident was looked upon by my companions, 
who were ignorant of the use of my compass *, to be little short of - 
an act of divine inspiration, and a fortnight posterior to its occurring 
I was astonished to hear it cited by a man to whom Moorad had told 
the circumstances, as a wonderful proof of my wisdom. 

We travelled without illtermission till seven o'clock in the evening, 
and had then, by my computation, completed a distance of upwards 
of forty-eight miles. I should have continued onwards, but my 
people and camels too, were worn out with the fatigue of this and 
the two preceding days, and on communing, I stood the only advo- 
cate for exerting ourselves in an endeavour to gain the mountains ere 
we came to a stop. To augment our distress, the provisions fell 
short, and we had served out the last remains of water before we 
halted, so that we were compelled to watch away the night under the 
various hardships of fatigue, hunger, and thirst: the latter only in- 
commoded me, but I consoled myself, and encouraged the despon- 
dent, with the reflection that early next ,morning we should be able 
to procure all that was necessary to our comforts. 

4th April. Twelve miles from our halting place, partly over the 
gravelly desert, and partly among stony bare hills, I arrived at the 
village of Kullugan, situated in a narrow and most romantic valley 
of Mukran. My intention on quitting Nooshky, was to have gone to 
the town of Jalk about fourteen miles to the northward, but Moorad, 
who I now learned w8s married to a daughter of the Sirdar, p r b  
vailed upon me to come to this place. When I had got within half a 
mile of the village, he suggested that I should remain under the 
shade of some date trees, whilst he rode on to apprize the chief of 
my coming. I objected to this, as seeming to arrogate consequence 
to myself, but Moord assured me that it was customary with stran- 
gers, and I afierwards invariably practised it in this part of the coun- 

+ Whenever  an^ one saw my compass and enquired what it was, I answered, it was 
a Kiblah Nooma, i. e. a pointer out of the Kiblah (the tomb of Mahonied at Mecca, to 
which all Moosulmans turn when they pray), and that I used it in my devotions. 
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try. Moorad returned in a short space to tell me that Meer Khoda- 
dad (as he entitled the Sirdar) had desired I would instantly adopt 
the name and character of a Peerzaduh*, otherwise he could not be 
responsible for my safety even in his own house. 66 You are no 
66 longer," added Moorad, 66 to consider yourself in the Khan's t 

territories, or to calculate on the same good 'order and secu- 
6C rity that you saw existing there; we are now in Mukran, where 
Gc every individual is a robber by caste, and where they do not hesi- 

tate to plunder brothers and neighbours. Your's is the very worst 
gC name that you can henceforward travel under, and it would be an 
CC useless attempt to try to persuade the people, that a merchant's 
6c servant was not possessed of property, or at least the means of 

obtaining i t" I could guess at no sinister motive ttiat Moorad 
could harbour for inciting me to this scheme, and although I made 
due abatement for his amplification, I knew from what the old Sirdar 
at Nooshky had told me, that there was a good portion of truth in 
his statement. There was no time to parley, and I therefore obeyed 
Meer Khodadad's instructions, and immediately assumed the reli- 
gious air and mien becoming my new appellation. 

On entering the.village I dismounted at the door of the mosque, 
where I was formally introduced by Moorad to his father-in-law, the 
Sirdar, and three or four Moollahs, or priests, as a Peerzaduh from 
Kelat, and then on niy pilgrimage. The former began a long 
apology for being obliged to lodge me in the mosque, as the 
Alihman Khanu, or house for guests, was not in a habitable state; 
but said that he had ordered a vacant house to be swept out for me. 
I rejoined, that any place would answer for the short stay that I was 
to make at his village ; and shortly after he, and the pack of idlers 
that had collected to hear the news, leR me to repose for an hour or 
two. In the evening I was conducted to my new mansion, a miser- 

* From Peer, a samt ; and Zaduh, the ofipring. It means a r w o u s  devotee, and ia 

considered a most sacred appellation. 
+ Of Kelat. 
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able hovel, with two small rooms, and presently the Sirdar sent me 
a quantity of food for myself and people, which we were heartily 
glad to receive, having fasted for upwards of thirty hours. I had 
slight symptoms of a recurrence of fever at night, and happening to 
mention this to the Sirdar, he sent one of his  laves to Shampoe 
me *, from which operation I found great relief; the man continued 
to do so until I fell sound asleep ; and I arose next morning quite 
refreshed and well. b 

5th Ajwil. ARer breakfat, which was provided by the Sirdar, 
and consisted, like dinner the evening before, of barley cakes and 
sour milk, I took Moorad aside, and briefly told him that my 
business would not admit of my tarrying at Kullugan longer than 
the next day, when I purposed setting out for Surhud; that I therg 
fore wished him to procure for me the small stock of provisions that 
I required, for which I should be happy to pay an equitable price ; 
and finally, that he would prepare himself to proceed aloilg with me. 
He replied, that the famine, of which he doubted not I had seen 
proofs even in the few hours I had been in the place, had raised the 
value of food amazingly, and likewise rendered it difficult to be had, 
but that his father-in-law intended, on his account, to spare me a few 
dates, and a little barley-flour from his own household store. This 
communication with respect to the dearth, however disagreeable, was 
not my principal cause of vexation, for Moorad added, that he had 
been given to understand, that it wodd be exceedingly hazardous to 
think of advancing any farther, without some matchlockmen as a 
safe-guard ; and that going to Surhud was totally out of the ques- 
tion, as the Belooches of that place t had, within the last three 
weeks, ransacked Kullugan, and of course the inhabitants of the 

+ The most common mode of Shampoing is to knead, as it were, the body all over ; 
squeezing and stretching the joints at the same time. There are, however, many other 
ways of its being done. I have aeen a man who, as soon as he lay down, had three or 
four people to come and pat every part of him (not hen  missing his face) until he went 
to sleep. 

t The tribe of Koords. 
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two villages were implacable enemies. 66 You had better therefore," 
said he, L6 decide on taking the route of Bunpoor or HuRur +, and 
(6 for a trifling remuneration, Meer Khodadad will himself accom- 
L6 pany us." To this I answered that I had no money, and reminded 
Moorad of the assurance he had given me when I first hired him, 
that I should not be put to any additional expence for guides as far 
as Surhud. He  acknowledged the fact, stating that he was not then 
aware of, and could not foresee the tumultuous state of the country, 
but that to evince his entire willingness to undergo any toil in my 
service, he was ready at that moment to attend me back to Nooshky; 
though with regard to prosecuting my journey, his opinion was, that 
unless I had some other protection, it was utterly impracticable, and 
what he would not countenance by his presence. I brought forward 
every argument that I could devise to change his resolution, but the 
vagabond had me in his power, and being certain that I neither 
would profit by his offer of returning, or had the means of compel- 
ling him to fulfil his original stipulation, he remained inflexible, and 
I was ultimately necessitated to conclude an agreement with him, to 
pay Meer Khodadad fiRy rupees, in consideration of his convoying 
me with six armed men either to HuRur or Bunpoor, and that we 
were positively to depart the following day after twelve o'clock 
prayers. I instantly put the cash into his hands, and with a view of 
preventing any fresh demands, took care to shew him that I had 
only twenty-six rupees remaining, which I remarked was to provide 
food far myself and three men, exclusive of incidental charges for 
guides, during a journey of seven hundred miles that I had still to 
perform, before I could reach the city of Kirman, the scoundrd 
viewed this remnant of my funds with the utmost sang froid, and 
told me to trust to Providence :for my support. I turned &om him 
to hide the chagrin I felt at being so basely treated, and in a few 
minutes he sent his father-in-law to assure me, that so far as he was 

+ Towns which I afterwards visited. 
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concerned, he would adhere to the bargain, and that I might make 
myself confident of setting off at the appointed hour, a point on 
which I had laid particular stress, dreading a repetition of the delays 
I had such reason to remember at Nooshky. 

I At sunset we had our dinner as usual, and by the time I had 
swallowed a haety meal, the house in which I lodged was crowded 
with people. Khodadad was one of the assembly, and I learned 
that he had been so thoughtll the evening before, as to direct that I 
.might not be pestered with visitors, owing to my indisposition ; an 
act of careful politeness that I had not known equalled since I landed 
at Sonmeany, and which I confess I had not anticipated at Kullugan. 
We had a great deal of conversation on various subjects that I could 
have wished to avoid, especially religion, s topic which the ~i idar  
took every method of introducing,, with the evident design of dis- 
covering to what sect of Moosulmans I belonged.. I soon discerned 
fiom his sentiments that he was a rigid Soonnee, and therefore 
adapted my discourse to his opinions, by which artifiee I eluded all 
serious controversy, and what with the former instructions of Futtuh 
Mohummud (my Hindoostanee man) and his well-timed assistance 
in the course of the evening, managed not only to q u i t  myself 
without blunders, but to impress my auditors with such notions of 
my theological skill, that my voice on two or three occasions decided 
the point at issue. 

About ten o'clock I spread my Kummul* in a corner, and stretched 
myself upon it, in the expectation that the assembly would follow my 
example and retire ; but my attention was presently drawn to an 
argument that afforded me high amusement. This was between two 
of the villagers, one of whom most vehemently asserted that the 
sun and moon were actually the sarne'luminary : his opponent urged, 
as far as I could understand, many incontestable proofs to the con- 
trary, and at length losing all patience, called silence, to some others 

Country blanket. 



who had intermeddled in the dispute, and exclaimed: Let him be, 
** I will give him his answer." He then lrneeringly demanded how 
he could reconcile with big p s i t i on  thr sun and moon being visible 
at the same moment in opposite sides of the heavens : the other 
was posed a little, but eitl~cr fkcling unconvincd, or determined, aa 
a point of honor, not to give in, he coolly rejoined that the latter 
was the reflection of the former. The debate would probably have 
continued some hours, had it not been suggested to refer to me : I 
feigned sleep, but found that I should have had to listen to a minuta 
recapitulation of the whole matter, to esaye which I acknowledged 
that I had overhead the discussion, and although fiu h m  a mm- 
pctent umpire, was inclined to d u q p x  with the last speaker : thia 
opinion was received as aonelusive, and the u a n b l y  broke u p  Thb 
s n d o t e  furnishes a remarkable example of the ignorance of these 
people, and is hardly refoncileable with our idem of the reuoning 
faculties beatowed on man, to suppose that beinp posse~ing a know- 
ledge and belief of their Maker, and acquainted, however rudely, 
with the common forms of life, should be capable of sucb grrwr 
absurdit v. 
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A P R I L  6th. Meer Khodadad was punctual to his declaration, 
and I lefi Kullugan k soon as noontide prayers were finished. 

I was very reluctantly compelled to go to the mosque and take a 
part in them, an act of duplicity I had hitherto evaded, and was still 
aolicitous to do so ; but the Sirdar came to my lodging and d l e d  to 
me, as a matter of come, to join him ; for the truth was, he thought 
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that I had stipulated for having prayers before we set out. I per- 
ceived there was no alternative, so I simply went through the motions 
of prostration, keeping my eye fixed on the Sirdar, and muttering to 
myself. When I was mounting my camel, Moorad came up to kiss 
my hand, and said that as his father-in-law was to escort me, there 
was no need for his going. I had anticipated this close to his vil- 
lainous conduct, and did nothing to induce him to alter his deter- 
mination, as I was rather pleased than otherwise, at leaving him 
behind. My guard had decreased to three men, or rather boys, 
exclusive of Meer Khodadad and a Fakeer from Kabool, who was 
thus far on his way to Mecca. We travelled about six miles a little 
to the southward of West, through a water-course between moun- 
tains, and passed two villages named Poora and Ybee. At four p.m. 
we halted in the most open spot we could find,- to prevent the.possi- 
bility of our being surprized during the night. 

Kullugan contains about one hundred and fifky houses, many of 
which are two or three stories high, being t h u ~  erected to enable the 
owners, when attacked, to take rehge in the upper part; indeed, 
the majority of the inhabitants sleep above, ascending by a ladder 
through a trap-door, and drawing it up afker them; so that should 
the robbers come at night, they cannot molest the family, nor get 
at their stock of grain and other provisions. The village is built on 
one side of a narrow grove of date trees, that extends to the south- 
ward upwards of a mile, the soil beneath it was planted with rice 
and other grains, a broad rivulet ran through the centre, on the 
borders of which grew numbers of loRy spreading trees with rich and 
luxuriant foliage ; the mountains, at that season clothed with verdure, 
overhung the hamlet ; and, on the whole, I thought it more embel- 
lished by nature with her various beauties, than any place I had ever 
seen. The impression it made Lpon me was rendered still stronger, 
by the sudden transition from that expanded and desolate waste I had 
just journied over to this sequestered and beautiful spot. 

In the second part of this work, the province of Mukran is treated 
of in detail, and as these districts form a part of it, I shall be brief in 

U 
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my observations on them at present. Every village here has a Sirdar 
or chief, who appears to be elected to fill that station by the general 
suffrage of the people, arid receives from them a voluntary grant 
of a small portion of the annual crops of grain and dates, in lieu of 
which he is bound to entertain such strangers aa are deemed deserv- 
ing of that attention ; but in Mukran the genius of hospitality is fw 
behind that of Beloochistan, and the occasions of its being exercised 
comparatively few. The natives of the districts from Kullugan to 
HuRer are called Mukranees, or people of Mukran. They are a 
small race of men, and though very hardy, and, ss far as I could 
judge, brave, live in constant dread of their powerful neighbours the 
Belooches, with whom they admit themselves unable to cope. Their 
dress, occupations, and habits are much the same : their women are 
very ordinary, and I particularly remarked, that there was not one in 
the village of Kullug~n (the only place in which I sojourned SUE- 
ciently long, to make any observations of that nature) who had not 
weak eyes, for which malady I gave two or three of the Sirdar's 
relations a little eye-water, made from alum and opium, that I 
happened to have with me. I was afterwards tormented by all 
the females in the village, not merely for relief in that one com- 
plaint, but divers others which the ladies had no scruples in minutely 
describing to the Peerzaduh, the only name they accosted me by. 
Several of them fervently prayed for the sake of Mohummud, and aa 
I hoped to derive a blessing by my pilgrimage, that I would confer 
on them an amulet to remove barrenness ; others complained of 
hysterics and vapours, and in fact their ailments were equal to the 
number of individuals, aa each had a separate case to lay before me. 
At last, to escape from their importunities, I was constrained to 
avow my inability to instruct or prescribe in those matters. 

7th A@. A& passing a very wet comfortless night, we were 
glad to rise off the cold ground before day-break, in hope of warming 
ourselves by the exercise of moving. I then diwovered that a sad 
mischance had befallen me, in the loss of one of my shoes, which was 
carried away by a fox or some other animal ; and unfortunately the 
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mad was ao miserably bad, that it required us to dismount two or 
three times in every so many hundred paces ; but notwithstanding 
this concatenation of obstacles, I marched, in the course of the day, 
twenty-six miles, alternately through deep water courses, over rocky 
ledges of mountains, or stony plains. The route was very circuitous, 
and a great part of it led across the small district of Kalpoorukan * 
which is subject to the chief of Dizuk, near whose largest town I 
halted in the plain at seven o'clock in the evening. There are two 
very extraordinary hills in this neighbourhood ; one of them named 
KohC Gubr, or the Guebre's mountain. I was not nearer to it than 
twelve or fourteen miles. It is very striking in its shape, rising in the 
form of a lofty cupola, and towering far above all the other mountains 
in ite vicinity. On the summit of it, it is reported, are the remains 
of an Atush Kudu or fire temple, but I could meet with no person 
who had actually been at it. The other is a detached hill in the 
plain, styled KohC Gwanka or the hill of echo, from its possessing 
the surprizing power of distinctly repkating any words apoken in a 
low tone of voice within fifty yards of its base. I t  was almost dusk 
when I passed about a quarter of a mile from it, but my people hal- 
looed out, and it certainly reverberated whatever they said without 
the slightest deviation. I should conjecture fiom its appearance that 
it is hollow ; and, since my return to India, I have heard fiom a 
native of those countries, that there are hieroglyphic characters on 
the Kohd Gubr. They Me both, however, superstitiously held to be 
the residence of Deves or sprites, and many marvellous stories are 
recounted of the injury and witchcraft suffered by those who essayed, 
in former days (for now they ctre shunned by all classes) to ascend or 
explore them. 

Whilst we stopped at sunset to allow Meer Khodadad leisure to 
my his prayers, at which he was regular three times in the day, 
eighteen armed men joined us. We had previously perceived them 

Kalpoomkan, I believe, sign%= full of W e a  or spirits. 
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hovering about, as if reconnoitring our strength, and when k e  came 
to commune together, they gave us to understand, that having descried 
our party about two o'clock in the aflernoon, they concluded we 
were bent on plundering some of the villages in the district that 
night ; and had therefore laid a plan to attack us in the twilight, 
when they correctly estimated, that we should have made ho pre- 
paration for repelling them ; but that, on seeing us dismount, they 
were induced to approach to ascertain our views. As they were 
stout looking men, nearly double our number, and much better 
armed, it is most probable several of us would have been killed or 
wounded, had not the halt we so providentially made, frustrated their 
scheme by leading to an eclaircissement. Khodadad informed them, 
that I was a Peerzaduh on a Huj or pilgrimage, on which, they pro- 
fessed increased satisfaction at the discovery of a mistake that might 
have caused me the slightest molestation ; and I had to undergo the 
ceremony of embracing tbem dl round ; aRer which they staid but a 
few minutes and then left us, to return to their homes. 

8th April. I reached the village of Gull, the first in the district 
of Dizuk, by seven a. m., and had passed through it a few hundred 
paces, when a Moollah belonging to the mosque, who had heard of 
me from the villagers that were with us the evening befom, sent a 
boy to entreat, that I would turn back and partake of some refiesh- 
ment. I saw clearly that this politeness originated entirely in curi- 
osity, and it would have been more satisfactory to me, not only for 
that reason, but because I anticipated religious discussions, to have 
evaded a compliance with the invitation ; but having no good plea 
for doing so, and being urged to accept it by all my companions 
(who did not chuse to forfeit a good breakfast for what they considered 
my punctilio), I was obliged to return, and found four or five well- 
dressed respectable men sitting on carpets spread under a shady tree, 
with bread and butter-milk in wooden dishes 'before them. They all 
rose up to receive me, and when we had reciprocally kissed hands 
and embraced, I was placed on the right hand of the principal 

I I 
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Moollah, who uttered Bismillah * and we commenced our meal, at 
which the whole were fortunately so occupied, that they had little 
time to ask me questions. When we had done eating, a slave 
brought water to wash as before we sat down, and my left hand s u p  
porter, who spoke middling Persian, looked round and said to the 
group, " The Peerzaduh will repeat a Fatihu or prayer of thanks 

giving." This call upon me was as unexpected as unwelcome, and 
I was greatly perplexed for an instant ; howeyer, as I had acquired 
a trifling knowledge of the most common Mohummudan prayera, 
fiom the instruction of my Hindoostanee servant subsequent to quit- 
ting Bombay, I assumed a very grave air, stroked down my beard 
with all imaginable significance, and muttered a few sentences, 
managing to articulate rather distinctly, the words Ullah, Rusool, 
Shnokr, &c. t ; this succeeded admirably well, and we separated 
with the same forms with which we met. 

I proceeded about nine miles hrther through the district of-Dizuk, 
which is very fertile and populous, containing either seven or eight 
villages, each of which has a distinct name, but the natives usually 
designate them by the general term of Dizuk, a custom very pre- 
valent all over Beloochistan, or, I might add, Asia, and very liable 
to mislead strangers. The principal chief is Neamut Oollah Khan, 
to whom I had a letter from the Sir& of Nooshky, but I did not 
deliver it, because he would have detained me some hours, or per- 
haps the night. He receives one tenth of the whole produce, which 
is immense in wheat and dates, as they have a never failing supply of 
water fiom a brook that meanders down the vale, and the plantations 
of palm trees are numerous and extensive. Shah Mihrab Khan, who 
resides at Huftur, a town six days' journey hence, hm a village here, 
which he himself afterwards told me, yielded him an income equal to 

+ Bismillah, '' In the name of God." This invocation is used by pious Moosulmanr 
on every occasion, however unimportant. Here it answers to our grace. 

j- Ullah, God ; Rusool, the Prophet ; Shookr, thanks : these words were the most likely 
to occur in a prayer of the kind I was called upon to give. 



ten thousand rupees a year ; and as Neanlut Oollah Khan possesses 
seven of the same description, his revenues may be fairly estimated 

I st aixty or seventy thousand rupees per annum. 
During a halt we made this forenoon near a village called Su jo, 

where, I was to purchase a pair of shoes, a crowd of people collected 
around us and commenced an attack, in due form, on religious mat- 
ters. They took me for a Persian, and consequently stamped me as 
a Sheea, which sect they most vehemently hate ; but I silenced them 
in a few minutes with the aid of my Hindoostanee man, who was ever 
my faithftl supporter on these occasions. As I rose to depart, a man 
observed to me that I was certainly destined to go to heaven. " Your 
66 looks," said he, indicate that you had, in your native country, 
a wherewithal to subsist upon, and, therefore, voluntarily to abandon 
" those comforts and travel in this style, is a penance which will un- 
66 questionably give you great claims to future reward. Should I," 
added he, 6c go in the same way, I have no reason to look for similar 
'6 advantage, because I am aa poor and miserable at home as I a n  

be elsewhere *." I protested that he then saw me in my true 
station in life, but he smiled at this ; and, at last, fixing his eyes on 
my feet, he said that they alone c o h t e d  my declaration, and proved 
I had not been accustomed to such penury. I instantly went to my 
shoes and put them on, for notwithstanding I had persevered in ex- 
posing my feet to the sun, even till they were ofken blistered, I could 
never get them to assume the weather beaten colour of my hands and 
face. The man followed me until I mounted my camel and rode off, 
but I am confident, although the fairness of my skin attracted his 
observation, that he did not suspect me of being an European. f- 

* The doctrine contained in this speech is rather at variance with the equality held 
forth to all good Moosulmans by the Koran, but it is always encouraged, plainly with the 
aim of inducing men of property to go on pilgrimage, who thereby give kclat to the act, 
exdusive of the large presents they make to the shrines they visit. 

t All Asiatics attach an idea of rank to &mesa of colour. Why, I know not, unless 
it is that their chiefs are usually fairer than the commonalty; this may perhaps be owing 
to their being brought up with greater care, immured and shelter4 fiom vicissitudes of 
Jimate and season ; in their mature age they are slso less liable to expot3ure. 
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9th April. We passed the night at the bottom of the western 
range of Dizuk hills, which we ascended this morning, and travelled 
over ten miles westerly, when we entered a very extensive plain 
composing the district of Sibb. A small town of that name lay about 
four miles south of my road, and two west af it there is a village 
called Kullugee, and another nearly north named Pogee. I did not 
visit any of these places, of which the Sirdar is Sheik Moorad Khan, 
a Koord Belooche, who has been invited by the primitive inhabitants 
to colonize here, with a few of his tribe, in order to defend the 
district, a task for which his bravery and resolution appear to have 
well qualified him. He has hitherto succeeded in maintaining his 
independence, though repeatedly attacked by the troops of Shah 
Uhrab, Khan of Puhra, who is confessedly by far the most potent 
chief in this side of the country. The district of Sibb is, generally 
speaking, barren, and would be entirely so, were it not for a broad 
water-course on the western side of it, in the bed of which there are 
large wheat fields, and groves of palm trees. When we had crossed 
the plain of Sibb a second ridge of low mountains presented itseK at 
the back of which we halted. The aggregate distance to-day was 
twenty-three miles, and the course nearly west. In some of the 
narrow ravines I observed the Lye or tamarisk bush, but no other 
shrubs or vegetation. 

10th w. The path, during the whole of this day's journey, 
very winding, and the face of the country surprizingly altered ; in- 
deed it was scarcely conceivable that so entire a change could have 
taken place within so limited a space : instead of the mountains and 
hills being, as those near Kullugan and Dizuk, elotlled with verdure 
and shrubs to the summits, here they were a mere mass of black 
rock ; and in lieu of the expanded flat districts of Kalpoorukan, 
Dirmk, and Sibb, the few level spots that I met with were intersected 
by low stony ridges and deep ravines, which made them both difficult 
and unpleasant to journey over. We had one Kothul*, or defile, 

Kothul is the Persian word for a pass or defile; Lukb, the Belooche. 
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neither remarkable for its great acclivity or length, but the natural 
strength of its situation seemed to me to be such, that it was tenable 
by a few men against any force. The passage is excavated for two 
hundred yards, to the depth of ten feet, out of the solid stone, and 
the ascent so abrupt, that stones hurled down would be attended with 
inevitable death to any one coming up. I reckon the extreme length 
of my march this day at twenty-eight miles, though in a straight line 
it was not half that distance from one halting place to the other. At 
the seventeenth and twenty-fifth miles are the two small villages of 
Shurok and Mughsee, both encompassed by a mud wall. I rode 
into the latter with the intention of remaining there that night, but 
hearing that a gang of Loorees had murdered the Sirdar a fkw days 
before, and that their leader was officiating in that capacity, by com- 
mand of Shah Mihrab Khan, I did not deem it prudent to sojourn 
any length 'of time in the power of such blood thirsty ruffians, and 
therefore passed on and slept in the jungul. 

Although I had long accustomed myself to regard the people of 
this part of Mukran as hardened in every species of inhumanity, 
I must confess I was confounded by the cool depravity evinced 
by an old man who was the head of the murderous gang, and 
who, after having minutely detailed to Khodadad and my camd 
drivers the particulars of the assassination, pointed with great appa- 
rent exultation to a very high house in the village, and said that the 
son of the unfortunate Sirdar had taken refbge there at the moment 
of the massacre of his father's family ; and that they were momenb 
arily expecting him to descend to be put to death : the hoary sinner 
(for he was really such) added, with the same merciless composure, 
that the youth might as well come down quickly and relieve them 
from the tedious task of starving him out, which was the only mode of 
expulsion they meant to pursue, lest they should damage the build- 
ing and property in it. I ventured to ask, what Shah Mihrab Khan 
had thought of this outrage towards a man who had held the village 
in fief from him ; and, to increase my astonishment, I was informed, 
that subsequent to the commission of the nefarious act, the Loorees 
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had simply offered to acknowledge his authority and pay the cds- 
tomary fines, on which their proffered allegiance had been accepted,, 
and their King, as they called him, formally invested in the Sirdaree 
or chiefship of Mughsee. Revenge alone had stimulated the gang to 
this atrocity: they had desired permission, prior to the seed - t'  me, 
which had then elapsed about two months, to settle for a season in 

' the neighbourhood of the village, in order to cultivate a small piece 
of ground, which application was harshly refused, and they were 
threatened with chastisement if seen, afier a certain period, within 
the district. They &sappeared, until the armed men that had been 
called together to expel them, had returned to their agricdtural 
occupations * ; and, one night, making a forced march fiom a spot at 
which they had been secreted in the mountains, they suddenly seized 
the Sirdar's house and butchered him and his whole household : the 
villagers made no attempt to save any of them, and spoke with the 
utmost indifference of the cruel fate impending over the son. In 
more peacefd climes than these, where the lives and properties of 
men are guarded by laws divine and human, the mind revolta at the 
bare idea of such wickedness, and it is scarcely credited that it exista ; 
but in these regions the case is widely different: here, the most 
familiar topics of conversation are bloodshed and rapine, and habit 
ha3 brought the natives to view crimes, at which human nature ought 
to shudder, not only with unconcerned apathy, but as subjects of 
amusing discussion. 

The Loorees, who were the active people on this occasion, are a 
class of vagabonds who have no fixed habitations ; and in many other 
respects their character bears a marked sffinity to the gipsies of 
Europe. They speak a dialect peculiar to themselves, have a King 
to each troop, and are notorious for kidnapping and pilfering. Their 
favourite pastimes are drinking, dancing, and music, the instruments 

* Here, and in many other parts of the country, the people quit the villages in spring, 
and go to any fertile valley or plain within a moderate distance, where they f d  their 
flocks and cultivate a little grain, returning at the end of autumn. ' 

X 
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of which they invariably carry along with the fraternity, which is like- 
wise attended by half a dozen of bears and monkies, that are broke 
in to perform all manner of grotesque tricks. In each company there 
are always two or three members who profess an insight into the 
abstruse sciences of Ruml and Qooruii*, beside other modes of 
divining, which obtains them a ready admission into every society, 
among a people who believe so firmly in predestination. 

The religion that the Loorees pretend to, is Mahummudanism;~but 
they are avowedly indifferent about it, and never trouble their heads 
respecting the different points contested between the Soonnees and 
She&, conforming to the opinions of each sect according to the 
convenience of the moment t. I had not an opportunity of con- 
versing with any of them on these subjects, but, from inquiries since' 
made, I understand they contemn many of the principles of the 
Koran as highly absurd. They say that man was born to live, to die, 
to rot, and be forgotten ; and that during his existence, if he is 
happy, he has only to pray for a continuance of it ; but, if the con- 
trary, he is at liberty, not only to forego his devotions, but to put 
an end to his sufferings. When one of them happens to die, they 
bury every thing with him that could be cxclusively considered his, 
such & his cloaths, sword, and matchlock, in order that that article 
of their belief relative to his being forgotten may be accomplished. 

Both men and women dress in the most preposterous and fantastic 
way that they can devise, adorning themselves with feathers, skins, 

* Ruml is an Arabic word signifling sand. The method of divination by it is scatter- 
ing a quantity on a board over which certain ceremonies have been performed, and then 
reading the characters. The person thus officiating is called Rurnmal. Qwruii or 
Koomh means a lot. I t  is practised in different ways, but most frequently by bones of a 
dead man cut in the shape of dice, and marked with hieroglyphic characters. These are 
thrown, by the person wishing to know his destiny, and the fortune-teller explains the 
result. 

t I asked Qaem, Khan of Huftur, the next town to Mughsee, whether the Loorees 1 
had seen at the latter place were Sheeas or Soonees, cc Oh !" said he, laughing, they 
6 k  are either as it happens to suit them : here they are Soonees : in Persia they would be 
" Sheeas, and if they were among the Kbarujees (outcasts), they are ready for that 
6c religion." 
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berries, shells, and other baubles. They are impudent and immodest 
in demeanour, .and addicted to every species of vice and gross sensu- 
ality ; for, as they never marry, the females live promiscuously with 
time men. Nor are any bounds set to this incestuous commerce. 
They have seldom offspring, so that they prefer .stealing girls, who 
are instfvcted by the force of example ; but when any of the women 
do conceive, the issue is considered the joint property of the whole 
community, and at a certain age initiated accordingly. 
- In my route to-day, the spot was shewn to me where Khan Juhan 
Khan, a Seistanee 'chief, had encamped about two -months. before, 
when he made an inroad into these districts with 'seven or eight 
hundred banditti, and swept away every thing that he could lay .his 
hands on. I should have conjectured that his booty could not. have 
been great, and was surprized to learn that it amounted to 'some 
thousand sheep and goats, beside a few slaves and camels. Captain 
Christie wis afterwards at -the town at which Khan Juhan Khan 
resides in - Seistan, and heard him spoken of as the terror of 'the 
neighbouring countries. 
; This 'evening, a little before sunset, Meer Khodadad desired I 
would come to prayers. I excused myself and sauntered away from 
the spot we had halted upon, whilst- the Kabool Fakeer was bellowing 
out 'the Uzii2in *, and as time was short, he could not follow to press 
me; but the moment their devotions were over, he came to me, 
where I was ruminating on the extraordinary scene I had witnessed 
~t Mugllsee, and afker a short preamble; said, that he could not ima- 
gine the reason for my disinclination to join himself and his people 
at prayers. He remarked that Futtuh Mohummud was equally 
censurable with myself; and that, in every light, it was unpardonable 
in both of us who were going on ~ilgrimage, and on whom the per- 

* The UGih iis s word for which I know no English phraw : it signifies s warning 
or call preparatory to prayera. The person who makes it is called the Moomzh and in 
mosques it is done from the top of the highest minaret. The effect is very pl- and 
.solemn when (ae is mostly the case) the Moouzzin has a clear and sonorous voice. 

x 2 
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formance of religious duties was therefore doubly incumbent. It 
, instantaneously occurred to me that Moorad Khan had imposed upon 
him, and me likewise at Kullugan, so far, that he fancied us to be 
pilgrims in reality ; and when I got leisure to reflect on the manifold 
proofs he had given of this supposition, by his behaviour and dis- 
course during the period he had been my guide, I wondered at my 
own stupidity in not having found it out sooner. 

I was, however, very well pleased with the discovery, and did not 
think of undeceiving Khodadad, who continued his exhortation by 
observing that I ought to be more conversant with religion, and to 
know more of its obligations than himself; and yet, that he would 
not go a mile fiom his own house without constant regard to 
his orisons. I told him, in reply to this admonition, that there were 
certain conditions in which our holy and mighty prophet Mohummud 
had interdicted us from the worship of the Creator or himself, that 
in that state my companion, as I called Futtuh Mahomed, and my- 
aelf then were, having worn the cloaths on our backs upwards of a 
month, and that he was s~re ly  aware that every good Moosulman 
was bound to cleanse his person as well as mind, prior to making his 
petitions to heaven. 

I was in hopes that this ressoning, grounded on the highest autho- 
rity that a Mohummudan acknowledges *, would have silenced him, 
but he resumed the discussion by reminding me, that the same com- 
mand that I had just cited expressly declares that every allowance is 
to be made for travellers, 6' but God knows," said he, with whom 

my fate has destined me to travel, I cannot comprehend who you 
are, whether Jews, Hafirs t, or accursed Sheeas." I took the 

prophet to witness we were none of these, nor any thing else than real 
Soonnite Moosulmmls; and was about to advance, most dogmati- 
cally, further arguments to uphold the propriety of my objections, - 
when one of my camel drivers appeared to tell us that the bread was 
baked, and we returned with him to get our dinner. When I related 

- - 

* The Koran. t 1 fancy Kafira included all Christians. 
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this adventure to Futtuh Mohurnmud, he was highly indignant at the 
idea of being taken for a Yahoodee or Jew ; swore that Meer Khoda- 
dad was a fool, and unacquainted with the religion he pretended to 
teach others, and that he would prove this before the whole party 
next day ; accordingly, he offered him a piece of bread and bade him 
eat just what was Hula1 or la& of it, and no more * : the Sirdar 
did not see the subtlety of the request ; and having been well rebuked 
for interfering with others before he was perfect in his own duty, it 
wm explained to him. 

Among the other ridiculous and trifling points that are prescribed by the Koran, a 
man is forbidden to swallow any thing that sticks between his teeth when eating. This 
was clearly meant to induce the followers of the Prophet to keep their mouths clean, but 
it is so perverted, or rather so closely adhered to, by some rigid Moosulmans, that they 
pick their teeth and wash their mouth between every mouthfid of meat that they take. 
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A P R I L  11th. I marched twenty- five miles today, through a 
barren and uninhabited tract, consisting of rocky hills and dry 

water-courses, in the bottoms of some of which there were various 
kinds of low brushwood that might serve for camels to browse on, and 
likewise a little water. The direction was quite as intricate, and 
tended still more to the southward than yesterday ; and we were in 
the evening, as nearly as I could compute, south-south-west of our 
last halting place ; and, in a straight line, about ten miles from it. 

Between 'twelve and one o'clock, I met with three families of Sur- 
hud (Koord) Belooches, who were flying from that place, which they 

I I 
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informa me had been ransacked and entirely desolated fifteen days 
preceding, by the nephews of Khan Juhan Khan, aided by some .of 
the troops of that chief. I purchased a goat fiom these unlucky 
refugees (who were going to Sibb to enrol themselves under the ban- 
ners of Sheikh Moorad Khan), for which they only asked half a 
rupee, but I having no less coin, they got a whole one. Meer Kho- 
dadad quite exulted at the discomfiture of the Surhudees, and fer- 
vently thanked God for having infli~ed so signal a judgment on 
them, in return for their attack on Kullugan. He protested, with 
all possible bombast, that it had only relieved him fiom the task. of 
rooting out the tribe for its unwarrantrtble Chupao, or inroad, into 
his district. It was clear, however, fiom what he had previously 
confessed, that nothing was farther from his intentions than putting 
this bravado into execution. 

12th A+. I set out this morning at five o'clock, and after pro- 
ceeding a mile and a half west-south-west, over mountains, d+ 
scended by a steep shelving bank into a river-bed, varying in breadth 
from two hundred yards to three quarters of a mile, overgrown with 
an impervious jungul of Lye, T ~ ~ u z ,  Babool, and Khurbo *, and 
affording abundance of water. The two latter trees, for here they 
grow to a vast size, were in flower, and their fragrance, assisted by 
that .of numberless small wild shrubs, completely perfbmed the air, 
The intricacy of the path, through this wilderness of sweets, was so 
very great, that I expected every moment we should lose it. We 
seldom moved more than fifteen or twenty yards in the same direc- 
tion, until the last four miles of my route, where the river bed ex- 
panded into a hard flat, covered with bushes and stunted trees. . I 
halted at sun-set in this plain, which is about seven miles across and 
bounded by hills, close to some cultivated ground and the ruins of a 
large village d l e d  Asmanabad, the population of which, except 
two or three families, had removed to Huftur and Puhra. 

Lye, Tamarisk, Taghuz, another species. B h l ,  Famesian Mimosa Khurbo, 
Oleander or almond flower. 
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The total of this day's journey, by my computation, was thirty-two 
miles, and the medium of our course the same as the preceding 
one. The river bed, as well as the plain at the southern extremity 
of it, bore all the traces of being visited by violent floods. Logs of 
wood, stonee, and rubbish, were, in the serpentine mazes of the 
former, heaped together of extraordinary size, and I obsemed 
grass and weeds entangled in the upper branches of trees, twelve or 
fifteen feet from 'the earth, in such a form, that it was evident 
they had been lodged there by the subsidency of water. In the 
course of the night we were serenaded by the mingled howlinge of 
wolves, hyenas, jachlls, and other animals, that kept a long way 
fiom us, but would no doubt have approached much nearer, had they 
not been intimidated by the hooting snd shouting of the villagers, 
who were on the alert in expectation of the wild hogs paying their 
wheat fields an unwelcome visit These voracious animals are very 
plentiful in this part of the country, and particularly partial to such 
jungule as I paased through in the forenoon, whence they d y  forth 
in droves oI. thirty or forty, and will grub up some acres in a very 
short time. The natives, most erroneously, deem hunting them 
Huram or forbidden, so that they take no ateps to destroy the 
breed, which is said to be multiplying incredibly fast, and will most 
likely continue to do so, until the people discover the absurd error 
they lie under. * 

Our fiiend, the Kabool Fakeer, separated h m  us this day, to take 
the road to one'of the sea-ports of Mukran, whence he meant to 

It  is d y  a ~eceived, though very erroneous, idea, that a Moosulmnn cannot 
touch pork; and many of our smmts  in India take advantage of their master's igno- 
or good nature on this head, and refbe to remove a plate from table, off which it has 
been eaten. I should wrry to interfere with any strict religious prejudices of any 
el.se, but I certainly nwer would retain a servant who declined doing so, as it only 
requires (wen in the strict& rense) that he should wash his hands. When I wm at 
Busaorah in 181 1, I saw Arab cut open a wild boar that one of the gentlemen had shot, 
take out the inaide, cleanse and wash it, md afterwards carry the animal on their 
shoulders to the boat, while a parcel of low wrtc, ignorant Indians, looked on and 
refused to &st. t.ese very men would have been happy to have bad their descent 
from the A d a  believed I I 
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embark for Muskat, and so on to Juddah and Mekka I derived 
great satidaction from his departure, as he had latterly been very 
meddling and troublesome on the subject of praying, and had even 
gone so far ss to quote from the Koran a sentence, implying that it 
was lawfirl and meritorious to put any Moosulman to death who 
neglected, on any plea whatsoever, the observance of the rites pre- 
scribed by that divine book. As this charitable suggestion wss 

' 

decidedly levelled at me, I conceived it high time to interfere, so I 
handed my pistols out of the bag in which they usually hung by the 
camel's saddle, and warned him that he had better not make the 
attempt. This unexpected mode of opposing his cavils.was so effec- 
tual, that he did not again venture to express his sentiments in 
public; but I believe he wss privately the chief abettor of Meer 
Khodadad's religious zeal and harangues. 

13th April. I arrived this morning, by sift o'clock, at the town of 
HuRur, which lay four miles west by south, over a shrubby plain 
fiom Asmanabad. As soon as I had alighted at the Mihman 
Khanu, or guests' house, a Belooche came to spread carpets and ask 
my name and intentions. To which I replied that I was a Peerzaduh 
on my route to the holy city of Mushed *. When we had break- 
fwted, the Sirdar paid me a visit ; he was only in dishabille, having 
on a muslin shirt, blue silk trowsers, and a shawl round his head, 
instead of a turband ; but I thought his dress the most becoming I 
had seen, and his manners were prepossessing and dignified. He 
spoke the best Persian I had heard any native of Beloochistan do, 
and when we had chatted some time, he said he felt convinced that 
I had not avowed my real character in the message I sent him in the 
morning ; and that he strongly suspected I was a Shahzdu, or prince, 
in disguise. He begged with great earnestness that I would acknow- 

The city of Mushed, in Khorasan, is a place of religions pilgrimage, from containing 
the tomb of the h a m  Mooaa Ally Reza It is called, by way of distinction, Muhid4 
Mookuddug or the sanctified Mushid, and has always, in the wars between the Persians 
and Uffghans (in which, fiom its situation, it has constantly been a subject of contention), 
been reduced by fnmine, it being considered impious either to bombard OX s to rm it. 

Y 
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ledge the truth, and declared I should be treated with all due respect, 
Finding it impossible to satisfy him by asseverations, I produced my 
pistols by way of giving a turn to the conversation, and as he admired 
the workmanship, I desired his acceptance of one of them ; he was 
very much gratified by this present, and had politeness enough not 
to resume the topic which he saw I wished to avoid. 

Having received a small supply of provisions and a letter from 
Qaem Khan to his brother, the Sirdar of Puhra, I quitted HuRur at 
two p. m., and reached the former town before six: the road very 
good, and m&uring between eleven and twelve miles over a gravelly 
plain with clumps of palms interspersed on it: two very luxuriant 
brooks cross the path at the seventh and ninth miles. 

I found Shah Mihrab Khan, the chief, with the bulk of the inhabi- 
tants, just going into the mosque, and was invited to participate in 
the prayera, which I declined. When they were over, the Khan 
stepped upon a terrace or mound elevated five or six feet above the 
other seats, at the door of the Mihman Khanu, on which mats had 
been spread, and began by inquiring where I had come fiom and the 
object of my journey. Khodadad stood spokesman and reiterated the 
reply he had heard me make to Qaem Khan in the forenoon, adding, 
that my wish was to be furnished with a guide and a small stock of 
provisions, and forwarded on towards Numansheer *. At this junc- 
ture I put the letter I had brought from Huftur into the Khm's 
hand, who called a Meerza, or writer, and directed him to read it 
aloud The people all listened attentively, and when the man had 
got nearly through it, I was startled to find that Qaem Khan had 
expressed his suspicions of my alledged rank ; though I must also do 
him the justice to observe, that I am conscious he did so from the 
most friendly motive, that of exciting his brother's interest regarding 
me. 

During the momentary pause, created by this untoward surmise, 
all eyes were turned upon me, and a lad of ten or twelve years of 

The south-erstern dirtrict of P d  ; subject to the government of Kirnua 
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age exclaimed, '' If he did not himself say he is a Peerzaduh, I 
6c would swear that this is the brother of Grant the Firingee (or 
cC European*) who was at Bunpoor last year." I endeavoured to 
let the lad's remark pass unnoticed, but the confusion of my looks\ 
betrayed me, and the Wan  immediately told me, in the most good 
humoured manner, if it was so, not to disguise the truth, as no per- 
eon should offer me the least degree of insult or hindrance; upon 
which assurance, seeing there was no advantage in fkrther prevari- 
cation, I admitted I was a European then in the service of a Hindoo, 
and thus far towards Kirman on his concerns. 

I t  would be folly in me to attempt pourtraying the consternation 
and wrath of Meer Khodadad at this disclosure ; to confirm the truth 
of which I added, that though not a brother, I was a near relation of 
the Grant that the boy alluded to. He viewed it as a complete 
paradox, and addressing himself alternately to Shah Mihrab Khan 
and the villagers, rehearsed the various polemical rencounters we 
had had since leaving Kullugan, the manner I had refuted his leo- 
tures and taken him to task, the testimony of his son-in-law Moorad 
m a n ,  with some instances he had related of my sanctity, all forming, 
in his opinion, a concatenation of proofi sufficient to falsify the avowal 
I had made. The Khan laughed heartily at the tale, but told the 
indignant speaker to recollect that he waa not the only person who 
had been imposed upon, an allusion that I fancy referred to his 
brother ; to which Khodadad peevishly replied, that he was aware of 
that, though he believed that no other person had been so long and 
intimate with me without finding me out. c6 I have," vociferated a 
bystander, in a voice which I soon distinguished to be one of my 
camel drivers, " I have been with him two months, and notwith- 

The late Captain Grant of the Bengal Native Infantry. This enterprising officer 
landed in 1809 at Gmttur in Mukran, penetrated inland as high as the latitude of Bun- 
poor (within sixteen miles of Puhra), returned by a different route along the sea-coast to 
Bunder Abaw, and thence came back by sea to Bombay. The inquiries he made during 
tbis d u o u s  attempt were copious and correct. I knew he had been a great hvourite 
with the chief of Bunpoor, which induced me to claim relationship with him. 

Y e  



r6 standing I knew he was neither Syyud or Peerzaduhf yet, as1 hope 
66 good may betide me, I'had as little conception as yourself that he 
'6 was a Firingee or European." His indignation now took an oppo- 
site course, and he execrated Moorad as an unprincipled scoundrel, 
who had been accessary to so flagitious an imposture. By this time 
it was nearly dark, and the confabulation terminated by the Wan 
retiring to his own house and my taking possession of a corner of the 
Mihman Khanu, where I had shortly a sumptuous supper of mutton 
soup, boulli, and wheaten cakes. 

14th April. After breakfast I carried Shah Mihrab Khan an hum- 
ble offering, consisting of a little fine gun-powder, a few pistol flints, 
a pen-knife, and a pair of scissars, entreating him to expedite my 
departure, and also to afford me a little flour, my stock of that 
article, and dates, being comprised in what @em Khan had given 
me at HuRur. He promised that a guide should be in readiness to 
set out with me the next morning, and commanded his Deewan or 
steward to let me have ten maunds (about fourteen pounds) of barley 
flour, observing that wheaten was not procurable. He then sug- 
gested my going the straight road from Puhra to Basman, by doing 
which I should have avoided Bunpoor, and shortened my journey 
two stages. I expressed my obligations for the kind consideration 
towards my benefit and ease, from which this siiggestion arose; 
but told him, as was strictly the case, that having heard Captain 

- Grant speak repeatedly of the liberality shewn to him by Mihrab 
Khan of Bunpoor, I preferred proceeding by that route, in order to 
risit him. 

The Khan readily took this excuse, and said he left it optional 
with me ; but the real truth was, that I reckoned on being out of 
food before I got across the desert into the Persian province of Nur- 
mansheer, unless I could persuade the Bunpoor chief to extend his 
generosity towards me. 

- - -- -- - -- 

The Syyuds are those Moosulmans who pretend to be descended from the Prophet. 
The meaning of a Peerzaduh I have already explained in a note on the Narrative of the 

' 

4th Ap*l. 
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ARer this amangement 1 returned to my lodging in the Mihman 
Khanu, and passed the remainder of the day in the midst of a con- 
course of idle obstreperous Belooches, who harrassed me with pre- 
posterous queries and remarks. A Goosayen + came in from Surhud 
in the afternoon, and relieved me from the task of entertaining the 
whole village, for half my auditors flocked round him, and insisted 
on being treated with the latest intelligence from that quarter, which 
he retailed, particularly the plunder of the village of Surhud by 
Khan Juhan Khan, with great pomposity and effect. When I got 
leisure, I inquired who my fellow-lodger was, and ascertained that 
he had commenced his' peregrinations from the city of Mooltan, 
whence he had strayed through Kashmeer, Kabool, Kandahar, and 
Seistan, and had le& the latter kingdom, with the intention of pay- 
ing his devotions at the pagoda of Hinglatz, near Sonmeany in Lus, 
but had since altered his plan, and was then going through Persia 
to visit the celebrated Joilii Mookhee, or flaming mouth, on the 
borders of the Caspian sea t. As he appeared a chatty companion, 
with much less bigotry or nonsense than devotees of his description 
have in common, I offered to give him a seat on one of my camels 
to Kirman, which he willingly accepted ; however the animal fell 
sick, and the disappointed Goosayen only got as far as Bunpoor. 

The Khan held his customary levee after evening prayers, on the 
mound near the Millman Khanu, at which the majority of the in- 
habitants attended ; and I availed myself of so very favourable an . 
opportunity of attaining local information, at which I wss very s u e  
cessful. The shades of night first gave warning that it was time 
to disperse; and even then we were all so well pleased with each 
other's company, that a proposition made by one of the Moollahs, 

The Goosayens are a class of Hindoo Fakeers, or pilgrims. 
t The Jodi Mookhee is at Baclkoo or Baku, a Be&port of the Caspian. It seem to 

be c a d  by the vast quantities of Naptha h n d  there. 
See Kinneir's Geographical Memoir on the Persian Empire. 



166 PUHRA. 

to meet after dinner in the Mihman Khanu, was warmly applauded on 
d, sides. The Khan, with much affability, said that he should come, 
and we had an overflowing house, which did not break up till past 
midnight : his presence kept every person of the party at a proper 
distance, beside stimulating them to add to the good fellowship by a 
display of their amusive anecdotes and abilities, in both of which 
he himself excelled. 

I accidentally discovered that he was totally uneducated, for hap- 
pening to disclose that I had brought letters from Eidel Khan at 
Nooshky, to different chiefs, through whose districts I passed, but 
had not delivered them, he asked leave to see them, and on my 
reading the superscription, expressed his astonishment by asking me 
if I waa a Moollah, that is, if I could read and write? I replied, I 
knew my own language tolerably well, and also understood a little 
Persian and Hindee. This answer led to his wishing to have ex- 
plained the difference between English and Persian when written, 
and as I could not do so to his satisfaction by words, he sent for 
pen, ink, and paper, and dictated a long sheet of sentences, which 
he wound up with his own name and titles. He begged I would also 
put mine, my profession, the Christian year in which I had visited his . 
capital, and t6e treatment I had experienced, whether good or bad. 
The paper was then put in charge of his Meerza or writer, to be kept 
until aome other Firingee might make his appearance, whom he said 
he should call upon to interpret it, and judge of my disposition by 
the manner in which I spoke of him. I could not help feeling that 
he had adopted, with regard to me, a kinder and more courteous 
course than I had any right to anticipate, after the deception I had 
tried to put upon him, and I recorded my sentiments conformably. 

I have been induced to dwell more circumstantially on the occur- 
rences of this evening, than they may perhaps seem, on a cursory 
perusal, to merit; but have done so here, and likewise in various 

8 other places in this narrative, because it places, in my opinion, the 
genius and character, not only of the individual f am speaking of at 
the time, but his whole tribe in the most prominent point of view, 
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and shews the grounds on which I have d ram the outline of the 
Belooches in a preceding place. Herc we rc~ognise a chief, whose 
income and domains, when placed in comparinon with those of all 
the surrounding toparchs, arc princely, associating with his meanest 
subjects, admitting them to a free and unccrcrnonious avowal of 
their opinions, even in opposition to his own ; and entertaining so 
contcmptible an idea of literature, that he could not read or write. 
Asia alone may be said at this daj to afford iristanccs of such bar- 
barism, but the coincidence of it with the habits and establishments 
of the savage nations that subverted the Roman empire, is ringular 
and curd, 
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APRIL 15th. I waited with great impatience until nigh ten 
o'clock this forenoon, when a person came to tell me that the 

Khan wished to speak to me at h& own house. This summons I 
joyfully obeyed, and found that chief dictating the contents of two 
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letters to his Meerza, or writer, which were entrusted to my charge 
as soon as finished. One of them was for Mihrab Khan, chief of 
Bunpoor, the other for Modrad Khan, Sirdar of Basman. The Khan 
then gave the guide the strictest injunctions to see that I was pro- 
vided with a steady man at Bunpoor ; and on no pretence to leave 
me until he had my permission. I again assured him of my gratitude 
for his attention, and, taking leave, mounted my camel at mid-day, 
and arrived at Bunpoor about half-past four o'clock, after travelling 
sixteen miles south-wesbby-south, over a bushy flat with two or three 
small patches of cultivated ground. At two different places we rode 
a little way along the edge of a brook that I ascertained to be one of 
those I had crossed between Huftur and Puhra, and which supply 
this neighbourhood, not only for purposes of domestic use, but 
cultivation. 

Meer Khoriadad, whose wrath towards me had entirely evaporated 
in the course of the night, attended me the first mile from Puhra ; 
and when I embraced him at parting, I bestowed upon' him, as s 
token of my approbation, one of my three camels : it was a very fine 
animal when I quitted Nooshky, but had become miserably emaci@ed 
during the journey, and latterly retarded my progress, so that in fact 
I was ridding myself of a nuisance and making Khodadad a most 
acceptable present. 

The towns of Huftur and Puhra are small, but very neat and 
well built ; the former contains two hundred and fifty, and the latter 
four hundred houses, both being situated in groves of palm t r w ,  
whence a great source of revenue results to their owners. Shah 
Mihrab Khan is the most powerful chief in this quarter ; his regular 
troops, or at least those that he can muster at a few days notice, are 
six thousand, and he is acknowledged to be the paramount authority 
from Dizuk 'to Basman. His brother ( ~ a e m  Khan) holds HuRur 
under him, as do all the Sirdam their respective territories, within a 
circuit of ninety or one hundred miles. In person he is remarkably 
handsome, and his address displays innate superiority and polish. 
His tribe is that branch of the Nharoes called the Frbabees, who are 
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d t ed  to have been of no note whatever, and had dwelt in obscurity 
in a sterile and elevated tract near Surhud, whence the progenitors of 
the present Khan emigrated with a body of followers to Dizuk, in 
which district they acquired a footing by a donation of soil from some 
of the Mukranee chiefs. The hereditary possessions of Shah Mihrab 
Khan consequently lay there, but on his marriage with a daughter of 
Syyud Khan, the father of the Bunpoor Sirdar, he collected an army, 
and aided by his father-in-law, seized on HuRur and Puhra. These 
led to other conquests, and his revenues are now computed at four 
lacs and a half of rupees * annually. 

The original masters of the villages of Puhra, HuRur, Mughsee, 
&c and the intermediate country, were the Mulikuh Belooches, who 
have been nearly exterminated during their struggles and contentions 
with the Urbabees, and those few that have escaped from the sword 
of their enemies fled to Numansheer, where the Persian government 
allotted them a territory and affords them protection. 

The Urbabees are the fairest tribe of Belooches I met with, and 
there is a peculiar elevation in their countenances that preeminently 
distinguishes them among their countrymen. They are, without 
almost an exception, tall, handsome men, with great indications of 
activity. Their predatory character, on which they pride themselves, 
is sufficiently proved by their deeds, and has been previously 
touched upon. t 

To resume my Narrative. The moment I dismounted at Bunpoor, 
I sent up the letter to Mihrab Khan, and in a few minutes a corpu- 
lent old gentleman, about sixty years of age, hobbled down, p r e  
ceded by six or eight attendants. I should not have recognised him 
for the chief, had he been alone, as he was very meanly apparelled, 
in a common white shirt, a pair of blue cotton trowsers, and a small 

56,2501. Sterling. 
t Shah Mihrab Khan himself mentioned to me, with evident oatisfiction and triumph, 

that he had been outlawed by the government of Kabool beside that of Persia Possibly 
it flattered his vanity to be thought of so much importance, as he w a ~  the only instance c$ 

proscription by name in Beloochistan. 



skull cap on the crown of his head; but what first and prinkipallJ 
attracted my ears and eyes, was a polished steel at& thrrt he carried 
in his hand, about four feet long and aa many inches thick, covered 
with large rings of the same metal, with which he kept an incessant 
and loud jingle. As he approached I perceived, that being lame, he 
used the staff= a support, exclusive of the pleasure he apparentlyp 
felt in making a noise with it, for even whilst chatting, he never 
desisted from shaking the rings from m e  end to the other, where 
there were large knobs to prevent their slipping off entirely. 

I greeted him with a very respectful salutation, in return for which 
he told me three or four times, in a gruff voice, that I was welcome ; 
and desired me to be seated on a bench at the Mihman Khanu door, 
on which he had placed himself. My guide, who wh a most gar- 
rulous fellow, waited for no questions, but instantly rehearsed every 
incident that had taken place at Puhra, on which the Sirdar made a 
great number of inquiries respecting Captain Grant, of whom he 
spoke in terms of unqualified admiration and praise. One anecdote 
will evince the high opinion he cherished of that regretted officer. - 
When I had been there half an hour, he ordered all the finest horses 
in his stud, which contains seventy or eighty, exclusive of brood 
mares, to be led out for me to see, and pointed out two very hand- 
some colts that he proposed I should purchase. I pleaded my inability 
to do so from a want of cash. How can you," asked he, " talk of 
" that as an obstacle. Go down to the sea-port towns and declare you 
'C know, not to say you are related, to Grant, and you may have as 

much money as you desire to borrow." He presently leR me to 
say his even-tide prayers, and in the course of an hour sent a scanty 
meal for myeelf and three men. 

16th A p d .  Mihrab Khan came to the hovel in which I was 
lodged this morning before sunrise, when I presented him with a few 
flints, a flask of fine gunpowder, and a knife ; he was much disap- 
pointed at this offering, which was very inadequate to the expec- 
tations he had formed on my appearance, and desired, in a peremp 
tory tone, that I would let him see every thing I had with me. I 
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repBed, that I was quite ready to comply with any commands he 
might give me, but that he was to recollect, I was a servant travelling 
on another person's affairs, and save what I had tendered, had nothing 
in the world that I could with propriety offer him. n i s  avowal was 
corroborated by one of his own relations, to whom I had explained 
my circumstances the night before ; this man, however, unfortunately 
excepted a pair of common horse pistols, which Futteh Mahomed 
and one of my camel drivers usually carried in their girdles. The 
Khan asked to look at them, and when he had examined them for 
some minutes, observed that they were not equal in any respect to 
those he had got fiom Captain Grant. I again reminded him of the 
difference of our stations, that he was a merchant trading on his own 
capital, while I was only a menial of a Hindoo horse dealer. 

He interrupted me, at this remark, by demanding why I ran such 
risks and wandered in such a miserable plight merely to enrich a 
rascally idolater. Take a gun," added he, " and fight, rather than 

slave in this disgracefid manner: it is a drudgery attended with 
'' neither credit or advantage, and if you will hearken to my advice, 

it is, to return without going to Kirman, and when you arrive in 
India, pitch the Hindoo vagabond, by whom you are employed, 
and his concerns, to the devil. Turn soldier and Chupao* the 

" country !" To this harangue, so completely chatacteristic of the 
deliverer of it, I answered, that although I highly applauded his 
counsel, it was out of my power at that moment to adopt it, but, that, 
if it pleased God I should get in safety to Kirman, I certainly pur- 
posed abandoning the Hindoo's service and my wandering life. The 
barbarian was not by any means convinced of the necessity which I 
alledged for prosecuting my journey, but as he saw I was resolved, 
he contented himself with very frankly telling me that, in his opinion 
the most hazardous and difficult portion of it yet remained to be gone 
through. 

Plunder. 



When he had exhausted his rhetoric on this head, he began to in- 
terrogate me on the nature of the British government, the extent of 
its navy and army, the means by which such large bodies were paid, , 

fed, and disciplined, and whether they were usually employed at 
home or abroad. Having explained these particulars as far as I s u p  
posed would be comprehensible, he begged to be informed why we 
Firingees, or Europeans, did not root out the Persians (whom he 
styled Kafir ~Keeas), saying, " I have understood, both from Grant 

and yourself, that the English government is eminently powerful ; 
and if that is really the case, it will find no difficulty in extermi- 
nating that abominable race, for I myself can dispatch two hundred 

b6 horsemen and ravage a whole district, even bringing off their very 
dogs." I answered, that those were subjects altogether out of my 

line or sphere in life, and what I never gave myself the trouble to 
think upon. 

I was now desirous, in my turn, of ascertaining precisely the terms 
on which the Persians and Belooches, in general, stood with each 
other, as a clue by which to regulate my conduct on reaching Nur- 
mansheer ; and I therefore enquired if the intercourse was frequent 
between him and the government of Kirman, or if any species of 
trade was carried on between the two countries. Intercourse !" 
rejoined he, laughing, " no ! we have had none for these last two 
" years, nor is it likely to be again renewed : a few months anterior 
66 to that period Shah Mihrab Khan, Qaem Khan, and myself, sent 
6 L  our collective armies on a Chupao into Laristan *, and laid waste 

that province ; it was in our possession for nigh three months, and 
66 when the troops came away, having immense flocks. of camels, 
LL they brought dl the grain and dates ; the consequence was, that 

there were no revenues forthcoming, and the Hakim of Meenab t . 
was called to Kirman to be made answerable for the defalcation; 
but when he represented the true statement of the business to the 

The south-eastern proviilce of Persia. t The capital of Laristan. . 



Shahzaduh f he was released from confinement, and two messen- 
gers were forthwith dispatched with threatening Furmans t to us : 

r 6  we were apprized of this, and wrote to Moorad Khan of Basman, 
a to advise them not to  advance nearer than that village, so there 
r C  they staid until we transmitted them letters for the Prince, setting 
" him and his threats at defiance, and telling him that he was an 
bc infamous blackguard." 

This explanatory reply was so interlarded with opprobrious epi- 
thets and virulent abuse, that it was impossible to hear it without 
laughter ; and to increase the effect, the old fellow worked himself 
quite into a rage, and poiinded the ground as veheinently with his 
mace, as though he had been wreaking his vengeance on the bones 
of the Persians. He afkerwards entered into a prolix enumeration 
of the various kinds of booty that had fallen' to his share, the aggre 
gate of which he valued at six thousand rupees, a sum that, though 
ostensibly small, will be looked upon in quite a contrary light, if we 
call to mind that there were the combined tfoops of three powedul 
chieftains serving on the Chupao ; that it was made into a tract na- 
turally sterile and thinly peopled ; and that every individual, unless 
it were the Khanuzads, or household slaves of the leaders, received - 
a dividend equivalent to his rank and achievements. The principal 
articles specified by him, were slaves of both sexes, camels, dates, 
wheat, carpets, matchlocks, and other weapons ; horses they seldom 
get hold of, as the principal inhabitants, to whom they usually be- 
long, mount them on the first alarm, to be prepared for flight. 

When the Khan was going away, I hinted to him my extreme dis- 
tress with respect to provisions, and hope that he would assist me ; 
to this entreaty he roughly and brutishly answered, that so far from 
giving me any provisions to carry away, he was very doubthl whether 
he could feed me and my followers while I staid at Bunpoor. I re- 
joined, that if he would spare me the same quantitv that we should 

A prince, &om Shah, a king, and Zaeedun, to be born. 
3 Royal letters are so called. 



consume by halting a day or two with him, I was ready to set off 
for Basman that very instant; he however lefk me, without taking 
any notice of this proposition; and about an hour afker, I had a 
message fiom him, demanding the pistols he had seen. At first I 
positively refused to comply with this unauthorized demand, and 
bade the bearer of it tell his master that I was confident he would 
not have made it, had he reflected for an instant on the dangers of 
the road I had to travel, and knew that they were my only means 
of defence. This appeal to the feelings of the savage had no effect, 
and at length by the advice of Futtuh Mohummud, I sent him a 
single one, which was instantly returned, with the Khan's Sulam 
(compliments), and he must either have both or none. Matters thus 
rested the whole of the day, as f was resolved to hold out for a short 
time, to try what advantage might accrue from it. In the evening 
we had no dinner, which scurvy omission of the duties of hospitality 
I interpreted as a prelude to the old rascal's continued obstinacy, or 
perhaps ill treatment of me, and I lay down to sleep hungry and 
dispirited. The poor Goosayen, who had come with me from 
Puhra, and anticipated a share of my dinner, was determined not to 
take the disappointment so calmly ; and he sallied forth to beg, re- 
turning in the course of half an hour, with his wallet crammed with 
scraps of bread and dates, of which he and my two Brahooes made 
a most comfortable supper. 

17th April. Before it was clearly light this morning, a man came to 
me with great affectation of secresy, and said that his friendship for my 
relation Grant, with whom he had been on the most intimate terms, 
induced him to take that method of apprizing me, that the Khan had 
come to the determination of not hrnishing me with a guide, and in 
short, not allowing me to leave the place, until I let him have the 
pair of pistols. 1 was exceedingly averse to being thus, in every 
sense of the word, forced to give them up, and offered my informant 
and avowed well-wisher a trifling reward, to be my conductor to 
Basman, but he denied any knowledge of the route, and likewise 
said that he might as well be banished, as he never dare return to 
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Bunpoor or its neighbourhood. I could not therefore expect he 
would make such a sacrifice for me ; and on subsequent reflection 
I had no doubt but he wm deputed by Mihrab-Khan himself, to 
make the communication. I was thus leR without any alternative, 
and sent him the pistols as soon as I knew he was risen, begging a 
guide might be ordered, who accordingly made his appearance in 
less than half an hour, and after I had got a letter for the Sirdar of 
Basman, which I took merely as a matter of form, I leR Bunpoor 
with unfeigned regret that I had ever seen it. We travelled sixteen 
miles north north-west, over a bare stony plain without water or 
food for camels, and halted at sun-set. 

The village of Bunpoor is small and ill-built : it has been at one 
time surrounded by a low mud wall, with small bastions at in- 
tervals, but the whole is now gone to decay, and as there are no 
date trees, or any symptoms of agriculture in the neighbourhood of 
the village, it bears a most desolate and impoverished appearance. 
The chief's house, or citadel, is erected on the summit of an extrL 
ordinary mound of earth, the popular tradition with respect to which 
is, that an immense army of Guebres passing this way, the com- 
mander in chief directed the horsemen to fill the bags from which 
they fed their horses, with mould on leaving the hills, and their 
numbers were so great, that when they deposited it in a pile, it 
formed the present hill. I went to the top of it the last thing I did 
before quitting Bunpoor, to receive Mihrab Khan's letter, and take 
leave of him, and should conceive the height to be at least one 
hundred yards, and the circumference of the base eight hundred. 
You enter into it by a low arch, to the extent of ten or twelve yards, 
from whence the ascent is by a flight of steps, made with rough blue 
stone; the first of these flights is built to a very surprizing depth 
through the mount, and turns backwards to gain the face of the hill 
and the others are sunk in the mound to the depth of four or five 
feet, but open above. They all lead angularly to each other, and I 
should look upon this fortress as strong enough to defy any force that 
Persia can employ against it. If this mount is really artificial, it 
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must have been raised with vast labour, as it lies fourteen miles fiom 
the mountains, nearer than which there is no pit or ravine whence 
ao large a quantity af earth could have been taken. There is one 
well of very fine water half way up, which the natives ridiculously 
assert and believe to be a Fursukh* deep. 

The people of Bunpoor are Rukhshanee Belooches, which is the 
leading tribe, though not the first either in numbers or wealth, 
amongst the N h a r d s  ; they are a brawnier and swarthier race than 
their neighbours the Urbabees, with whom they live on the most 
amicable footing, and the chiefs of the two clans are doubly con- 
nected by marriage. Mihrab Khan of Bunpoor has a numerous 
family, and sixteen wives, the. last of khom *as present when I 
paid my respects to that chief in his castle. She waa a very young 
girl, extremely fair, but without either figure or face to bosat of. I 
afterwards understood from my guide, who waa a cousin of the Khan, 
that she waa of a Persian family ; he made no scruple in letting me 
see her, and told me he did so fiom being aware of our customs, 
which he had heard fiom Captain Grant and myself, but I fancy I t ~ ~ e  

as much indebted to the lady's innate curiosity, which had prompted 
her to appear, as to any other cause, for the gratification of' seeing 
her. 

The revenues of the chief of Bunpoor are uaually farmed out, 
. and the season I was there, he received in lieu of them, 26,000 ru- 

pees, 140 camels, 140 matchlocks, 140 sheep or goeta, 14.0 messurea 
of wheat, and the same of dates, each measure being one hundred 
end six pounds. The extent and boundaries of his territory will be 
found in the m n d  part of this work. He ha, several brothem 
younger than himself, none of whom are ever allowed to enter hia 
c d e ,  nor are they apparently in easier circumstances than the rest 
d his subjects. 

The language spoken at Bunpoor, is Persian and Beloochekee 
mixed. 

A F'ursuhh or Par~sang is'thiee miles 8ad men-eighths. 
A A 
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18th A+. I travelled upwards of forty miles to-day, over a de- 
Bolate flat country, in which distance we only found water at one well 
in the bed of a dry river called the Kaskeen, six miles fiom where we 
had slept, nor was it either good or plentifd: this well is about 
twenty-two miles from Bunpoor, and lies nearly due north. An in- 
flammation that had begun in one of my eyes at Puhra, from con- 
tinual exposure to the sun and glare, extended to them both to-day, 
m d  they were so weak that I could barely see five yards before me. 
I was therefore obliged to keep them mufiled up fiom the excessive 
light and heat, and rode with an old black silk handkerchief tied 
over my turband, so as to cover my face, which prevented me from 
making any further observations. 

19th April. After a north-westerly march of four miles, at seven 
o'clock I arrived at Basman, a small hamlet situated in a clump of 
palms close under mountains. I halted in the shade of some very 
fine spreading walnut trees, about one hundred yards fiom the vil- 
lage, whilst my guide.rode on to advertise the Sirdar, Moorad Khan, 
of my approach ; he accompanied him out to me, and I delivered 
the letters from Shah Mihrab Khan of Puhra, and Mihrab Khan of 
Bunpoor, at the same time verbally intimating my anxiety to be pro- 
vided with a guide to Nurmansheer, as speedily as possible. While 
he was perusing the letters, his slaves brought out carpets, which 
they spread ; and when we had sat down, he recapitulated, in a mild 
and persuasive accent, the substance of the warning I had had from 
the Bunpoor chief, respecting the risks I should run on the road, 
adding, that he was not aware of any person having attempted to 
cross the Dusht or desert, into Nurmansheer, for many months, and 
therefore, if I had an option, he strongly advised me to abandon my 
intention of proceeding any farther. I explained to him that I could 
not do so, and after a little further conversation, he started up, say- 
ing, '' I will make your arrangements, you must be hungry, and I 
'( have been sitting here without attending to your wants." In the 
course of half an hour I received a sheep alive, and a large bowl of 
hodge-podge, made of green barley, (husked by heating it over a 
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fire, and rubbing it in a coarse cloth,) mixed with butter-milk. This 
mess is far fiom palatable, but I found it was not their food fiom 
choice, but absolute necessity and starvation ; and during my sojourn 
here, I was eye-witness to people boiling and eating mulberry leaves 
and a kind of pulpy acid grass, to which camels are exceedingly 
partial, whence it is called by the Belooches Ootch Khoor, or camel 
food. My camel-drivers soon killed the sheep, and in despite of the 
bad flavour of the hodge-podge, we had a most sumptuous repast. 
In the evening, Moorad Khan came out, and chatted until dinner- 
time, when I had a second dish of the barley, and a similar bowl of 
mutton-broth sent to me. ' 

20th A ' l .  My guide not being fully prepared, I halted this day 
at Basman, at the earnest request of the Sirdar, and about twelve 
o'clock, strolled out to a hot-well which had been mentioned to me 
at Bunpoor, and here also, aa a wonderful curiosity. I found the 
well upwards of twelve yards in circumference, and two or three 
feet in depth ; in the centre of it was a circular pipe built of red 
burnt brick, about eight inches in diameter, and within as many of 
being level with the water, which boiled out of it as thick as a man'a 
thigh, with considerable violence, and so heated that I could not 
venture to put my hand into the ebullition. One side of the well 
'had been gradually worn away by the incessant gushing of water 
over it, and thence a limpid brook flows past the village, and suffices 
the husbandmen for the irrigation of their grounds. I bathed in this 
etream about five yards from its source, and found the water plea- 
rantly tepid, with a strong sulphureous smell and taste, which unfit 
it for culinary purposes ; but the Belooches regard it as aperient in 
its efkcts, and an excellent specific in cutaneous disorders. 

On my return home to the village, Moorad Khan pointed out to 
me a m~untain about fifteen miles distant, where he said water oozed 
fiom various clefts in the rocks, hot enough to boil meat in a few 
minutes; and that he and many others were af opinion that the 
fountain I had been to look at, 'was connected with that hill by a 
aubtmaneous aqueduct ; in support of which conjecture he avowed 

A 8  2 
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that heaps of pieces of, and even whole bricks, similar in shape and 
quality to those I observed the vent into the well to be made of, hd 
been found in many places in the intermediate space. I inquired 
who was likely to have been at such incredible expence and pains 
as must have attended the construction of a conduit under ground, 
for such a length of way, and that too in a country so diversified 
with mountains, hills, and deep vales. He informed me that some 
foolish people attributed it to Deeves (sprites), or other supernatural 
agency, but that there was likewise a tradition amongst the tribes, 
that in former times a Guebre city had stood on or near the site of 
the present village of' Rasman, and that the inhabitants had formed 
the aqueduct for the enjoyment and benefit of the baths. L6 How- 
66 ever," added he, " all this is very doubtll, and must ever re- 
6. main so : we Be lodes  do not puzzle ourselves with such' thought. 
66 and researches; we are contented to have heard that our fbr* 
6 hthers ssw it in the same state that we now view it." 

The mountain to which the Sirdar alluded, is here invariably 
spoken of by the name, of the Koh6 Noushadir, or hill of sal-am- 
maniac, which drug is said to be a native production of it, and found 
in the fissures of the rocks. I had not an opportunity of seeing any 
of this mineral, but Moorad Khan assured me that plenty of it, and 
also an incrustation of brimstone was to be gathered ; and had I re- . 

mained with him a second day, he would willingly have sent a man 
for a specimen of both. He told me that they were unacquainted 
with the uses to which sal-ammoniac might be applied, but that the 
sulphur, when pounded, was valued as the best and strongest ingre- 
dient of that sort for gunpowder. 

My impatience to be again on the wing was so visible throughout 
the whole forenoon, that the chief himself remarked it, and about 
five p. m. he brought the guide to avouch his readiness to attend me 
the next morning. When I embraced Moorad Khan, and bade him 
adieu at duak, I felt real vexation that I had no means of making 
him the smallest requital fbr his friendship and hospitality, both of 
which I shall ever remember with gratitude and thanks. The last 
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virtue he possessed in an unbounded degree ; and with regard to his 
kindness I may hazard the assertion, that he was the only person, of 
any class or description, that I met with from the hour I quitted 
Nooshky until the day I reached Sheeraz, who felt any sympathy 
for me, or took a real interest in my safety and welfare. Shah Mib- 
rab Khan and others were undoubtedly as civil and attentive, as I 
had any right to anticipate, but Moorad Khan's manner was more 
expressive than his deeds ; and even my two wild camelarivers were 
so sensible of that being the case, that they exclaimed when he was 
leaving the place we had been sitting at in the eveniw " We shall 

not forget you, Moorad Khan. May your noble desires be accom- 
c6 plished, and your store increase! You have not much, but what 
66 you do possess, you bestow with a willing hand and p o d  pee*. 

I particularly recall this grateful effision of my Brahooes, fiom a quibbIe in it, 
which the Persian scholar will readily perceive on the words Moorad Khan (the chief's 
name), and Moorad? Khanee (noble desires.) Foi the satisfsction of those u&quainted 
with that language, I may add, that Moorad sigxdes desire, wish, &c. and Khanee, 
noble, is derived by the Belooches, fiom Khan, a nobleman. 
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A PRIL 21st. Having filled ow Mushks or skins, with water, I 
leR Basman at sunrise, and when we had gone a few miles, gave 

- 

my guide a rupee, and dismissed him. The object I had in view on 
this occasion, was once more to get rid of the appellation of a Firin- 
gee or European, from a conviction that it was the very worst I could 
travel under, as subjecting me to every species of fraud and extor- 
tion, beside the disagreeable, though inevitable penance of sitting 
to be gazed at like a shew, in every town or rillage that I entered. 
I had contemplated dropping it, as a matter of course, the moment 
I was out of Beloochistan, or at leDt the inhabited part of it, and 

- 

that being the case fiom the commencement of my march this morn- 
ing, I was vexed to learn that my conductor, although not a native 
of Basman, had, by some means or other, ascertained my nation, 
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and would have consequently blazoned it all over Numansheer. 
My camel drivers at first protested th& they also would go back with 
the guide, as we should inevitably be lost in the desert, but I shorrly 
convinced them of the expediency of parting with him, and softened 
tbeir apprehensions by adverting to the great probability of our 
meeting with some shepherds, one of whom we might persuade to 
accompany us ; but even were we not so fortunate, I said, I trusted 
fiom my general idea of the direction of the route, to be enabled to 
find our way. 

I had not, however, taken this step more than an hour, when one 
of my men eepied a Relooche at some distance on a hill, whom we 
hailed, and when he had come sufficiently close to be spoken to, 
which he did with the utmost caution, I proposed to him, with s 
promise of a handsome reward, to guide me to Regan, the first town 
in Numansheer. He hesitated some time, and I believe would have 
declined the offer, but one of my camel drivers, with great presence 
of mind, assuming for himself and his companion the character of 
men from Bunpoor, told him that I was a Syyud * pilgrim, that I 
would pay him well ; and, to crown the whole falsehood, that he 
might return with them. After a little hrther conference, he asked , 
me to wait for a short time till he ran to his Ghedan. I did not at 
all admire this proposition, both on account of the time lost by it, 
and because I feared that he might have some sinister end in it, and 
would perhaps bring down eight or ten stout fellows to plunder us. 
In this suspieion, however, I did the shepherd great injustice, for 
which I most willingly make him this acknowledgement, as he was 
very punctual, and came back to the place at which we had dis- 
mounted in less time than I even expected. He was completely 
altered in his appearance, having scarcely a rag on his back, and I 
instantly remarked that he hnd not brought his Toofung, or match- 
lock, which was in his hand when we first descried him: this he 
subsequently confessed, he had left behind from the apprehensions 

The Syyuds are the descenhts of the Prophet. 
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he bad of our being pillaged. As soon as the new guide joined us 
we remounted, and were by my reckoning, upwarda of forty miles 
north-north-west fiom Basman, when we halted at eleven o'clock at 
night. In this distance we met with water at the seventh mile in a 
small hole in a rock, but it was so strongly impregnated with iron as 
not to be drinkable. The country, the whole way, was barren and 
mountainous, except the latter six miles, where we had chiefly a 
stony plain, equally devoid of water or vegetation. 

I have already said that the village of Basman was the last fixed 
. inhabited place I was at in Beloochistan, out of which country I con- 

ceived myself to be at the end of this day's route, for although several 
Belooche tribes dwell still farther to the westward, it will be found 
that they are not the original inhabitants, but settled there within 
these very few years. I therefore propose, henceforward, to offer, in 
the progressive detail of my journey, any geographical and statistid 
remarks on the provinces of Persia, through which I passed, that my 
own observation or local knowledge qualifies me to make, it not 
being my intention to include any portion of that Kingdom, as it now 
exists, in the second part of this work. 

The hamlet of Basman requires very trifling notice. I t  contains 
about one hundred and fifiy houses, some of them two or three stories 
high, built of stones without cement or mortar, but so well let into, 
each other as to be quite proof against rain, and they are plastered 
inside with mud : the whole are surrounded by a wall of the same 
materials. The Sirdar Moorad Khan is a Koord Belooche, a tribe 
inhabiting the mountains to the north-eastward : he married, about 
two years ago, a daughter of Mihrab Khan of Bunpoor, and received 
the Sirdarship of Basman as her dowry ; he has not above fifky fight- 
ing men, and just sufficient income to subsist upon ; his manners axe 
mild ; his address has all the Persian politeness and urbanity, and this 

- was the firat place I had come to, where Persian was the coUoquial 
language. me Basman people are in general neither so large or tdl 
as the Urbabees or Rukhshanees ; their arms and pursuits are the 
same. 
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22d A+. Between six in the morning, and the same hour in the 
evening, I travelled thirty-one miles over a desolate flat waste, in 
which there was neither water or vegetation of any kind, save a few 
stunted busha of the Taghuz * that I observed in some of the dry 
water-courses, and here and there a stalk of the Shinz or camel 
thorn t. A westerly elongation of the range of mountains I crossed 
yesterday, was generally five or six miles to the southward of me ; 
but in some instances projected northerly, almost close up to the 
road. The heat was greater and more oppressive than I had hitherto 
experienced since leaving India, and I, and my people also under- 
went more, from a want of water, as I was fearful of expending the 
little that remained of our Basman supply, to which I trusted as a 
h i m  resort. The Suhrab, or water of the desert $, floated all round 
us, as though it were mocking our distress by its delusive !represen- 
tation of what we so eagerly thirsted for, the absence of which 
I can affirm with perfect confidence, from my individual experience, 
to be the most insupportable of all the wants of what are termed the 
absolute necessaries of life. A peraon may endure, with patience 
and hope, the pressure of fatigue or hunger, heat or cold, and even 
a total deprivation of natural rest for a considerable length of time ; 
but to be scorched under a burning sun, to feel your throat so parched 
and dry that you respire with difficulty, to dread moving your tongue . 

in your mouth from the apprehensions of suffocation which it causes, 
and not to have the means of allaying those dreadfbl sensations, are 
in my ideas the extreme pitch of a traveller's calamities. The 
Suhrab, of which I have just spoken, is said to be caused by the 
rarefaction of the atmosphere from extreme heat ; and, which aug- 
ments the delusion, it is most frequent in hollows where water might 
be expected to lodge. I have seen bushes and trees reflected in it, 
with as much accuracy as though it had been the f a  of a clear and 
still lake ; and once, in the province of Kirman in Persia, it seemed 

A apecies of the tamarisk. t The Hedyslrtvm Alhagi. 
$ From Suhr, the deaert ; and Ab, water. 

B B 
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to rest like a sheet of water on the face of a hill, at the fod  of which 
my road lay, exhibiting the summit, which did not overhang it in 
the least degree, by a kind of unaccountable refraction. This pheno- 
menon is, however, very uncommon, and the Persians who were 
travelling with me attributed it to exhalations from saline particles, 
with which the hill abound&. 

When Futtuh Mohummud, my faithful attendant, had baked + the 
bread, it was put to the vote, and unanimously carried, that we 
should divide the remainder of the water, which admitted of each of 
us, including the guide, having about one pint ; and when we had 
supped on this fiugal fare, we lay down to sleep. 

23d A+. The night being beautifully clear, with moonshine, I 
resolved to take advautage of that and the cool air, in hope of getting 
to Regan by the-evening ; accordingly, I only allowed a rest of two 
hours, and then started at one a. ma. At the end of six miles we 
came to a Chushmuh, or spring, called Gehgan, of which the water 
was so salt that, thirsty as we were, we could scarcely relish it; 
however, having taken a hearty draught and filled up the Mushks or 
skins, we proceeded on twenty-two miles farther, and halted about 
ten o'clock in the morning at the edge of the jungul of Nurmansheer. 
From this place it is about fiReen miles to the town of Regan, where 
I arrived about five p. m. ; having previously passed two .small 
dismantled forb and a village called Mydan. 

The face of the country was very much diversified throughout thk 
aay's march. From our last halting place to Gehgan, it was hilly 
ground, and thence to the jungul of Nurmansheer, a hard bare plain ; 
then nine or ten miles of a continued thicket of low bushes, inter- 
mixed with trees ; and the latter five or six miles, it assumed a more 

Our method of baking wan the most summary I had ever heard of. A pile of dried 
sticks bemg collected, a quantity of sand, equal to half a bushel or m, was thrown on the 
top of it. It was then Wted, and by the time the sticks were consumed, the sand had 
become red hot. The dough, being made, was placed in the midst of the sand, and was 
ready to eat in ten minutea In this process, the only care necessary k to cover the do* 
completely MI as to exclude the air, otherwise the bread will burn 
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by abundant streams from the mountains, at one of which the guide 
filled his small hand Mushk with water and left us. He said he dare 
not go to Regan to return alone, so I gave him a couple of pounds of 
flour and three rupees, with which he was more than satisfied. The 
direction we travelled in also varied as' much as the aspect of the 
soil, and our route lay between the south-west and north-west points 
of the compass. 

I do not imagine, if I had had a thermometer to ascertain the fact, 
that I should have found the actual heat at all inferior to that of the 
preceding day ; but we had plenty of water, such aa it was, to quench 
our thirst; and another very singular circumstance that induced, 
at least to my imagination, an idea of coolness, and therefore made 
me suffer less fiom the temperature, was a range of lofky mountains 
about twenty-five miles to the southward of us, whose tops were 
covered with snow. Had the wind been blowing fiom them I could 
readily have admitted that my feelings were more than imaginary, 
but the air waa still, or at most, just perceptible from an opposite 
quarter. 

On reaching Regan, I rode straight up to the fort gate, where 
l 

there were several people sitting, and children at play : the latter 
ran off shouting and terrified, and even the men's looks. denoted 
mingled consternation and astonishment. Some of them thought us I 

the forerunners of a Chupao, and none could divine how we had 
entered the country unperceived. Before I could dismount and offer 
m explanation, the news had spread over the whole place, and the 
chief, Abbas Allee Khan, immediately called for me to enquire 
whence I had come, and on what business. I informed him, in a 
few w o r k  that I was the servant of a Hindoo merchant, travelling 
from Kelat to Kirman ; and, while I was in the act of speaking, 
handed him a short letter that f had obtained from Moorad Khan of 
Bawan, to attest my assertions, and recommend me, for a guide, or 
any other civilities, to such chiefs as I should happen to see. On 

it, he said he was neither inclined to doubt my word or dis- 
B B  2 
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oblige me, and that he would therefore not prevent my going on 
towards Kirman by the nearest road, though, in reality, his duty, 
agreeable to the orders of the Prince at that city, required that I 
should be sent by him to Rusheed Khan, the governor of the pro- 
vince (or district) of Nurmansheer, who resided at a town called 
Krook, that would have been thirty miles out of my way. He &er- 
wards put some queries to me regarding how I had fared among the 
Belooches, and expressed his wonder that they had permitted me to 
advance unmolested. I told him that I believed my poverty was my 
passport, because, instead of having any thing to deprive me of, 
they had every thing to give me. He smiled at this conceit, and 
rejoined, that so long accustomed as I had been to guest-rites, he 
supposed I would also expect him to entertain me. I was about to 
reply in the negative, when he added, and I will do so. You must 
c6 not think that the Shahsuwars* are the worst Belooches you have 

seen." I departed to spend the night under some trees outside 
the fort, as they make it an invariable rule here, never to permit 
strangers to sleep within the walls ; and, in the course of half an 
hour, a plentiful repast of barley bread and milk was brought 
to us. 

24th April. I was induced to stay this day at Regan to give my 
people apd camels a short cessation from the excessive fatigue they 
had latterly endured, under the additional evil of a very small allow- 
ance of food, for, from the time we left Basman, our stock afforded 
us but one meal a day ; and the poor camels had literally eaten 
nothing, as I had, very unwillingly, been obliged to discontinue their 
portion of flour ever since we were at Huftur, and they had no time 
to browse. They had become thin and weak to the last degree, and 
we had consequently to walk on foot the greater part of the way 
between Basman and Regan, leading them behind us. t 

The name of his tribe. 
t Camels will go 9t an astonishing rate, and for a great length of time, on n daily 

allowance of flour. It is generaliy not more than half ground,.and mixed with water into 
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Regan is a very neat mud fort, or rather fortified village. It forms 
a square of about two hundred and fifiy yards each face. The walls 
are high and kept in excellent repair, with bastions at the corners 
and in the centre. I should guess the walls to be five or six feet 
thick at the base, but they gracluallv taper away, and are not more 
than eighteen inches at the top ; there is but one gate, which leads 
under the southern central bastion, and a guard is constantly kept 
there to prevent strangers from having ingress to the place, a precau- 
tion which exists throughout the whole of this province. The dwell- 
ings inside are encompassed by a second mall, to render them private 
as well as for purposes of defence. The space between this inner 
wall, which varies in height and solidity at the option of the owner 
of the house which it surronnrls, and the fortifications, is perhaps 

' thirty feet, and in it every description of cattle are kept at night. 
A path five or six feet broad is appropriated to the public use, and 
the remainder is portioned off into small pens and sheds, propor- 
tioned in size to the number of animals to be enclosed in them ; the 
holder of each is bound to have it cleansed daily, a very necessary 
regulation, and one to which his own interest impels him to adhere 
on account of the manure thereby collected. 

In addition to the fixed watchmen at the gateway, who are Too- 
fingchees or matchlockmen, paid by the government ; sentinels 
mount in all the bastions round the works as soon 8s it is dark, and 
keep a very vigilant look-out the whole night, frequently hallooing 
and shouting, to encourage each other, and warn anv skulkers who 
may be outside, that they are on the alert. These nocturnal tours 
of duty being for the safety of the commonweal, are voluntarily per- 
formed by the inhabitants, who live in n continual state of alarm 

hdls of the size of a young infant's head, and thus stuff4 down their throats; the 
Beloocl~cs often add opium and goor (vide Narrative ot' the 28fh Jnnrmv/) to t h e e  
boluscs, and think tlie larger they can be crammer1 clown t l i q  are the lnorc cficacio~~s. 
I allowed my camels, when at Kirmnn, fifteen poilnds of flour a clay each, which they 
swallowed doun every cvening, although they mere eating clover and p ? s s  continudly. 
This fact shews their wonderfill endurance of hunger, in fhsting for flvc,or six days. 



190 REGAN. 

and apprehension, originating in their dread of the Belooches of Sur- 
hud, Bunpoor, and other districts to the eastward, who seldom fail 
to pay them, or some other part of the Persian dominions, a hostile 
visit once or twice a year. The chief of Regan, Abbas Allee Khan, 
is a Reloochee by birth, as are most of those who live under his au- 
thority ; he has six sons, who are all exceedingly fine young men ; 
they were very obliging and anxious to gratify me, for in the evening 
when we were chatting, they accidentally spoke of the Jureed Bazee*, 
and when I told them I had never seen it, two of them instantly or- 
dered out their horses, and had a bout on the plain in front of the 
fort gate. They seem~d to be maaterly riders, and had their horses 
in admirable manage, but that is indispensable in this pastime, which 
I shall here concisely describe,  remising that it is a very common 
one amongst all classes in Persia The Jureed Razee is of two kinds. 
One played by two men on horseback, with a spear shaft twelve or 
more feet long. The other by a single horseman, with a stick two 
or three feet in length. In. the former, the two combatants dter- 
n&tely gallop after each other, throwing the Jureed or spear shaft, 
with full force ; the aim of the thrower is to hit and unhorse his op- 
ponent, while he, by his dexterous agility, is not only to elude the 
blow, but to seize the weapon in the air, and attack in turn. The 
other game simply consists in putting your horse to his utmost speed 
and dashing one end of the short stick on the ground, so that it may 
bound upwards with a projectile tendency, and then catching it. 
This knack is soon acquired, and unattended by the slightest risk ; 
but I repeatedly trembled, when I first saw, in the former sport, the 
Jureed flying with uncommon velocity towards one of the brothers, 
whom I thought it must inevitably bring to the ground. I believe, 
however, that I was the only person of that opinion, as the players 
enjoyed it very much, and the spectators expressed no sentiments 
save applause at their expertness. 

The Jureed Bazee, or spear-play, from Jureed, a spear, and Bazeedun, to play. 
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APRIL 28th. The moment the gate of the fort was opened this 
morning, a guide that I had asked for the night before, came 

out to join me, and I quitted Regan at six a. m. and travelled four- 
teen miles north north-west, through a level woody country. We - 
stopped to eat our breakfsst at some fields of barley, which the ns- 
tives were busy cutting, a circumstance that rather surprized me at 

I I 
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this early period, but I found the grain still more generally ripe as 
I advanced to the westward. As soon as the extreme heat had 
abated, I again moved on, and at seven in the evening halted at a 
very small circular fort, called Booja (or the bastion), in which 
there is a village of fifty or sixty houses ; the jungul was more im- 
pervious than in the fore-part of the day, and the path so winding, 
that I am certain we must have traversed three times the actual dis- 
tance from Regan to this place. I computed our evening's march 
at fifteen miles, making the day's journey twenty-nine ; there was 
plenty of water in running streams, and some of the scenery was 
beautiful in the extreme, the variety of trees, among which I could 
distinguish the Peepul, Neem, Tamarind, hbool, Mangoe, Walnut, 
wild almond, and Guz *, the latter of the largest size I had ever 
beheld, were in full foliage and bloom, and displayed a rich and 
surprizing contrast to the rugged and snow-topt mountains on our 
left hand. 

I had scarcely alighted. from my camel, when an ill-looking dirty 
scrub, who afterwards turned out to be the Kud Khoda, or chief of 
the place, made his appearance, and demanded in a most authorit& 
tive tone, who we were, and our object; to which I made him an 
answer in the same style, desiring to know by what right hr had 
presumed to make any inquiry. At this period my guide, who had 
been into the village for a brand to kindle a fire, came up, and ad- 
dressed my interrogator as the Kud Khoda or chief, telling him that I 
was the person he had spoken of; this observation irritated me still more, 
as I was convinced by it that the fellow knew all he had questiond me 
about, and had unwarrantably hastened out of the fort for the mere 
purpose of displaying his self-created consequence, by being insolent; 
hnwever, he found himrrelf, in the y u d ,  egregioualv mi&aken. 
t 6  " replied he to the guide, bc I see it is ; hc does not esactlv 
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appear to know his station ; but I shall try whether he or I have 
64 most power here, by dispatching him to Rusheed Khan to-morrow 
4i morning ; he will catechise him to some purpose." I should have 
laughed at the petulance of this blusterer, but, as he had the means of 
carrying his threat into execution, I deemed it wise to put a stop to 
any coercive attempt of that kind, and I thought it easiest done by 
menacing him in return. I therefare told him that I was an En- 
glish merchant, and that he had better beware how he interfered 
with me. This declaration rather astounded him, but aRer a short 
pause, he turned to my Belooches, and rejoined, that they could not 
plead the same excuse for appearing in Nurmansheer, and please 
God they should, at all events, go to Krook. I had no longer pa- 
tience to bear with such arrogance, and told him that he was an 
impudent scoundrel, that he dare not send me or any of my people 
to Rusheed Khan, and that he might be assured I should represent 
his conduct to the prince on my arrival at Kirman. The guide and 
some by-standers now interposed, and I imagine the fellow felt con- 
scio~ls that he had been too precipitate in his menaces, as he growled 
in a very low accent, that I ought to remember I was in the King's 
dominions, where strangers could not travel without accounting for 
their intentions. I made him no reply, and as it began to rain just 
PRer he had done speaking, he slunk off into the fort, leaving me 
master of the field. e 

26th A'2. I cautioned my guide to sleep near us, in order to 
preclude the possibility of delay on his account, and leR Booja this 
morning long ere any person had thoughts of moving abroad- At 
the end of ten miles north north-west, over a   lain diversified with 
bushy and tilled ground, I arrived at the town of Nuheemabd The 
Kud Khoda of this place is K~veem Khan, a Beloorhe of the Koord 
tribe, and brother of the principal chief of ~urhud, O~lfu t  Khw, 
but having quarrelled with him and the other Sirdam of that country, 
he was dispossessed of his paternal inheritance, and fled to Nurman- 
sheer, where the Kirman government granted him the depopulated 
fort and town of Nuheexnabad, a system of donation that i t  has ex- 
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tensively for the last five or six years, and the reason of' 
which is noticed in the general description of this province in a sub- 
sequent page. Kureem Khan exerted himself in persuading his 
countrymen to repair to his new possessions, and settle under his 
authority, in which he hss so well succeeded, that Nuheemabad is 
now a good deal larger than Regan, very populous and flourishing. 
He was absent at Krook. and I was not therefore permitted to see 
the inside of the fort, but the outworks are kept in the nicest order, 
and look, fiom their neatness and smoothness, more like the walls 
of a house than a large fortification. I t  is built on the identical plan 
of Regan, except that being an oblong square, there are two bastiona 
instead of one on each of the longer sides. After halting the whole 
day at Nuheemabad, in expectation of Kureem Khan's return, I 
hired the same guide who had come with me fiom Regan, to shew 
me the road to the city of Bumm. The fellow availed himself of 
this chance to make me pay most exorbitantlp, and, in fact, I 
could have got a man for less at Regan, to have conducted me the 
whole way, but as I had been informed by my camelcdrivers, that 
Kureem Khan had been once to Kelat, on a visit to Muhmood Khan, 
I intended to introduce myself to him on that score, and therefore 
made certain of his civilities. 

27th April. Thirteen miles of a north north-westerly route, thraugh 
a very fertile tract in the highest state of cultivation, intersected in 
every direction with running streams, brought us at nine o'clock this 
morning to Jumalee, a small town, around which two or three hun- 
dred people were rebuilding a dilapidated wall. We breakfasted 
under some very umbrageous walnut trees on the bank of a brook 
close to the town, and resumed our march at eleven a. m. but had 
not advanced above two miles, when we encountered Kureem Khan. 
I immediately rode up, and told him who I was, adding, that I had 
heard of his visit to Kelat from Muhmood Khan, and hoped, in 
p m f  of his friendship for that chief, he would direct me in the 
proper mode of obtaining a guide and passport fiom Bumm to Kir- 
man. He desired I would return with 'him to Jumalee, where, 



&er m e  unimportant discourse, and his consulting with two or 
three horsemen that were in company with him ; he  acquainted m e  
that it would be absolutely requisite for me, in order to get the per- 
mission I wished, to wait upon Rusheed Khan at Krook, sdding, 
that it waa not more than six Funrukhs off (twenty-two miles). I m 
iteratnl an assurance that I had before made tt, him, that I had no 
mrt of objection to doing so, except what arose tiom itr being w, 

much out of my way, and reasoned that as 1 was going to ICirman, 
and should pay my res- to the Prince, there wuld  surely be no  
cause for putting myself and followera to such unnecessary f h i g u e  
He deliberated for a moment, and without replying, d e d  b r  pen, 
ink, and paper, and wrote a letter, which I concluded was for 
Rusheed Khan ; however, when he had done, he  reached it over to 
me, saying, I have in this letter written your story to Lmtf Allee 
Khan, the governor of Bumm, who will act with you am he  chooeeu, 
but you must not neglect to repeat to him verbally, that it was 
d o n e  owing to your earnest request, that you W e r e  not sent by 
me hence to K m k . "  I pmnli.d ed conform to this injunction, 

and having hidden him p i  bye, m n ~ ~ n t c d  my camel, rad rode b 
teen milt- w- nnrth-west to the r d  village of Loonbd, 
which I halted at eight p. rrr. 

The interjrcent country, with the exception of the fird half mile, 
waa a tmre arid plain, destitute of verdure or  water. 

28th A+. Ten miles w d y - n o r t h  from hbd, over a 
tolerably fertile plain, lie. the  city of Bumm, at which 1 arrived thb 
morning a little before eight o'clock, m d  took up my quarten in a 
v r a n t  dyer's shop in the outside hur. After breakfist I went into 

the  city md, by dint of enquiry, f w n d  my way to the citadel, tbe 
residence of jIodf Allee Khan, the Governor. I sent up Kureem 
Khan's letter, and writmi full two houn  under the *my ammag 
a pack of unmmneml  and boisterous mrtchlockmen, who were or, 
pard,  and a n n o ~ d  m e  very much by their inquisitive impatioenaa 
Wl~en I hd .hodoned every hope of either seeing the Governor or 
getting an u u w a  to tbe letter, and w u  00 tbe pint d w  brt 
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my steps, with very disconsolate feelings, to my people, a man came 
down to apprize me that the Khan would be in Durbar in a few 
minutes ; and, conformably to this communication, he very soon 
walked across the court with a large retinue of servants. When 
pretty near the spot I was standing at, he turned to one of his train, 
and asked where the Firingee, or European, was. On my being 
shewn to him, he beckoned to me with his hand to follow, at the 
same time conveying, by a fixed gaze and a survey of me from head 
to foot, his astonishment at my garb, which was certainly uncouth 
enough to apologize for the rudeness of staring. It was composed of 
a coarse Relooche shirt, and trowsers that had been once white, but 
now, from being worn six weeks, bordered on brown, and were 
almost in tatters ; a blue turband ; a piece of cotton rope in lieu of 
a waist-band ; and a bludgeon in my hand, which I found very useful 
in walking, as well as a protection from dogs. 

We passed througll two or three small flagged court-yards bdore 
we got to the Durbar, situated at the end of a larger area, with an 
a e y  on each side, between which there was a plat of ground with 
flowering shrubs, and three fountains playing. The room we entered 
was a very handsome square one, with a recess and bow window on 
each side, the floor covered with rich Persian carpets, and round the 
walls Numuds, or felts, for sitting upon. It was painted a pure 
white with gilt mouldings, and had altogether a very magnificent, but 
not gaudy, effect. The Khan sat down in the front recess, close to 
the window, and I placed myself on the opposite side of the hall, 
near the door. He made a number of enquiries pertaining to my 
journey, of which I gave him a very succinct narration, stating, in 
addition to what Kureem Khan had directed, that my ultimate wish 
waa to join General Malcolm, the British ambassador at Teheraun, 
which I did in order that he might write to that effect to the Prince 
at Kirman. Kullyans were then introduced, and after he had detained 
me above an hour, he said, 6L I am about to dispatch a Chupper (a 

mounted messenger) to the Shahzaduh at Kirman, and he shall be 
!' ordered to keep company with you ; he will set off this afternoon, 
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16 therefore you had better hasten such preparation as you will need 
LG in the way of food, recollecting that there is nothing to be pur- 
GL Chased on the road." I professed my obligations to him, and took 
leave with a very favourable impression of the politeness of the Per- 
sians, from the specimen I had had in the complaisant conduct of 
Lootf Allee Khan, who is a young man for the situation he holds. 
His appearance did not bespeak him to be above twenty-two years 
old. I understood he was a native of Tafahan, and his manners are 
more polished and elegant than any of his fellow citizens that I 
afterwards saw. 

My Hindoostanee man, during my absence, had in vain end- 
voured to procure some flour, and I was therefore reduced to the 
necessity of buying a quantity of barley, the only grain to be had, 
and to trust to getting it ground elsewhere ; however, I laid in a 
large stock of very fine dates and pomegranates, and the Chuppur 
coming at five p. m., we set off and travelled three miles and a h a ,  
a good part of the way through heaps of rubbish and ruins, to a 
water mill on the road side, where we halted to pass the night, and 
were so fortunate as to get all our barley exchanged for flour, allow- 
ing the customary deduction for labour and waste. 

An hour or two before I lefi Bumm, I was excessively irritated by 
the insolence of a bigotted Syyud* from the city of Mushed in Kho- 
rasan, who, learning that a Christian was baiting outside, strutted 
forth to expostulate with me on, and, as he said, to convince me of 
the manifest impropriety of my religion. At first he peeped into the 
room in which I was reclining, and dogmatically pronounced that I 
was not an European, but an Uffghan in disguise. I was aware of 
the danger of allowing that erroneous idea to be publicly entednedI  
from the implacable enmity existing between the two nations, and 
in consequence, arose and went into the verandah to disprove his 
affirmation ; which having done, he began to harangue the crowd 
and talk very insultingly of all Christians or infidels, as he styled 

Syyuds are the descendants of Mohummud. 
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them. He then asked me how I dared to be in a Moosulman's 
habit, and not believe in his Prophet ; whether I had any knowledge, 
who Allee was, and even seemed disposed to insist on my re- 
peating the Sheea creed &er him. This I firmly refused, after 
which he changed his subject, and desired I would truly inform him 
how many husbands were usually allotted to one female among my 
countrymen ; whether brothers did not marry their own sisters and 
nearest relations, with several other infamous questions, the truth of 
which, he most solemnly swore to the multitude, he had heard 
admitted by two Europeans who had visited Mushed the preceding 
year *. All this was accompanied by a torrent of the most scurrilous 
abuse about hogs-flesh, wine, and other prohibited food, at which I 
had great difficulty in restraining my temper ; but I knew, if I struck 
him, fiom the sanctity of his character, that I should most likely, 
and my people also, have been murdered in the scuffle that would 
have enmed. I therefore endeavoured, at one moment, by civil 
replies, to bribe him into silence ; and the next, to intimidate him 
by denouncing on him the displeasure of Lootf Allee Khan, to whom 
I said I should prefer a complaint. Matters went on thus for a long 
while, and the whole people of the Bazar, to the number of two or 
three thousand, had collected round the house and were alternately 
ridiculing and execrating me for every thing that was despicable or 
wicked. At last, by good fortune, among his other interrogations, 
he sneeringly asked, if I knew where the Almighty was ? I rejoined, 
that I had one query to put to him ; and that, if he answered it 
clearly, I was ready to satisfy his curiosity. He assented ro the pro- 
position, on which I desired that he would inform me where the 
Almighty was not present ? He instantly rose, and turning to the 
populace, said, in a very loud voice, 66 By God, if he was but a 

Mmulman, he is a good man ;" and, to my unspeakable satisfac- 
tion, walked off, followed by the whole of the crowd. 

The Europeans he spoke of were, I subsequently awrtabed, two &ce~s belonging 
to the French mieeion to Persia. 



The province of Nurmansheer extends, in length, from the waste 
dividing it from Reloochistan to the city of Bumm, about eighty-five 
miles ; and, in breadth, fiom thirty to seventy-five. Its boundary 
to the westward is the province of ~ i r m a n ,  of which, I believe, it is 
now deemed a component district ; to the eastward it has the d'esert, 
as already mentioned ; and, north and south, two ranges of moun- 
tains, the last of which are by much the highest, and I imagine, at d 
seasons, crowned with snow, as they were so when I saw them, at 
which period it was exceedingly hot in the plain beneath. I have 
dwelt so long on the description of the fort of Regan, in my diary of 
the 24th of April, that it would be needless to say further here, than that 
it is applicable to all the others I saw or passed near, in this province. 
I may add, that I was informed, the town of Krook, which is the 
capital and seat of the Governor, is surrounded by a dry ditch, and 
is four-fold the size of Nuheemabad. 

It is not more than nine years since the Ghiljyee Uffghans +, who 
had long possessed Nurmansheer, were expelled from it by the 
Persian government, which has invited the tribes inhabiting the 
frontiers of Beloochistan to re-people the deserted villages; and, 
since their colonization, they have all embraced the Sheea Islamism, 
and exult extremely at the empty honor of being subjects of the King 
of Persia Of the Ghiljyees, who were thus driven from their homes, 
the greatest number fled to the province of Seistan, and the cities of 
Khubees, Neh, and Ghayn in Khorasan ; a few of them are also 
settled at Kelat in Beloochistan. They were not themselves the 
original inhabitants of this province, but sprung from a colony that 
settled there, rrfter the Uffghan invasion of Persia in 1719. Whether 
this settlement was effected by treaty, or from what tribe they wrested 
it, is a point that I am unable to decide ; I however conjecture, that 
they obtained it amicably fiom Nadir Shah, for although, as the . 

wmmander-in-chief of the armies of Shah 'I'hamas~, the last and 
one of the weakest sovereigns of the Suffeveea dynasty, of whom, 

The Ghiljyee are a greet class of the UQhm nation. 
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in fact he waa more the director than the submissive general; that 
famous warrior entirely subverted the usurped and unstable authority 
of the Uffghans in Persia ; he did so as a step towards his own ag- 
grandizement, and as all acmunts agree, that he was exceedingly par- 
tial to his Uffghan subjects, after he had obtained the royal dignity, 
it may be justly concluded, that having removed the Ghiljyees of 
Numansheer from the scope of his ambition, by reducing them to 
the most abject obedience, he was happy to procure them an asylum 
in that empire, of which he, even at that time, calculated on being 
the future monarch. In support of this surmise, it appears that 
they continued to enjoy this fertile tract unmolested, throughout the 
zenith of his glory ; they also conciliated his successors, and were on 
such friendly terms with the Zunds, that they assisted the later 
princes of that race in their quarrels with the ruling family, a circum- 
stance to which their extirpation is to be ascribed. A longer histori- 
cal notice of these people is here t.nt,ally nrrelm.s, and would diverge 
into a digression totally unr:onnected with my subject, ay they were 
in truth but a very small colony of a great nation.* 

The soil of Numansheer is chiefly a dark-coloured rich mould, but 
to the southward, as you approximate to the desert, it partakes of 
the same sandy and arid nature. I t  is on the whole, however, very 
fertile, and well watered by mountain streams, arising fi-om natural 
springs, and likewise the progressive melting of the snow. These 
springs, beside answering all the purposes of cultivation, turn a 
great number of water-mills, of which I suppose I counted twenty 
&ween Regan and Bumm. During the summer and autumn 
months, the climate is reputed warm but healthy, which the looks 
of the people can testify. Were this province under an enlightened 
government, 1 should expect, at a future day, to hear of it as the 

+ The Ghiljyees are subjects of the King of Kabool. They are said to amount to 
nearly one million of souls. They are not on very good terms with their neighbourn 
the A b W g  or Douranees, of whose dominion they are jenlous. Many of them are 
Sheem, and they have always been esteemed a brave people. 
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most productive in the kingdom of Persia ; but in a few yeais, when- 
the people become rich enough to be objects of plunder, to satisfy 
the rapacity and avarice of the King and his ministers, its gradual 
improvement will be checked by extortion and injustice, and it will 
quickly go to decay. 

The revenues realized from it in 1810, were above forty thousand 
rupees, aRer paying the military establishment that is kept for the 
pnjtection of the different towns and villages ; this probably may in- 
volve an expence of half a lac of rupees annually, so that the total 
may be computed at one lac, or twelve thousand five hundred pounds 
sterling. 

Its productions are grain of all kinds, madder, cotton, roses for 
conserves and distilling, fruit, of which they export walnuts, almonds, 
and dried grapes ; honey and gum ; the latter is collected from the 
different species of the Rabool tree, and is very valuable, being 
thought equal to, or better than that brought from the Red Sea; it 
is packed in leathern bags, holding ssven'poiinds and a half each, and 
thus disposed of' in the market of Kirman. 

The city of Bumm was, until the exp'ulsion of the Uffghans, as 
just 'related, the frontier town of the Province of Kirman ; the re- 
duction of it had repeatedly been attempted by them within the last 
twenty years, assisted by the neighbouring Belooches, as a retaliation 
for the inroads made by the royal forces into Nurmanaheer ; and the 
fortifications have in consequence been so vastly strengthened, that 
they are now accounted beyond any comparison the most defensible 
. . 
in Persia. They have an elevated site, and.at present consist of a 
very high and thick mud wall, a deep, broad, and dry ditch, with six 
large bastions on each face, exclusive of those at the corners, which 
are higher by many yards than the others ; the whole is built of mud 
mixed with straw and fibrous substances, and there is one gate 
between the two centre bastions of the southern fsce. The cita- 
del is on the highest pa& of the eminence on which the town is 
built, and is well fortified with a loRy wall, and towers at each 
corner; the area thus enclosed, is entirely occupied hy the Gover- 
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nur's palace, and buildings belonging to it. The Bazar is pretty 
lsge, and supplies are reasonable; a scarcity of wheat prevailed 
when I was there, but barley, dates, milk, and various sorts of fruit 
were procurable. The gardens here are famous for pomegranates, 
and they are undoubtedly superior in flavour and juiciness to any I 
tasted afterwards, either at Sheeraz or Bagdad, where the best in the 
world are supposed to be produced. 

Of late years, the celebrity of Bumm has been increased in a high 
degree among the Persians, fiom being the place at which Lwtf  
Alee Khan, the last of the Zund family who disputed the succession 
to the throne, was made prisoner about nineteen years ago. The 
spot where he was seized, when in the act of mounting his horse to 
escape, is marked, to this hour, by a pyramid of the skulls of his 
adherents, erected by order of his ~mpeti tor ,  the merciless Agha 
Mohomed Khan Kajjar, the first of that tribe who reigned in Persia. 
I shall find occasion to advert to the particulm of that horrid trans- 
d o n  when I come to upeak of Kirman, and need not detail ftrther 
in this place. 

The widely scattered ruins, and remains of demolished buildings, 
round the present fort, demonstrate the immense extent of the 
former city of Bumm, which is reputed to have been, in point of 
magnificence, in the days of its splendour, equal to any other in 
Persia The Uffghans, when they invaded that Kingdom in 1'719, 
are usually allowed to have been the original beautifiers, but not the 
founders of it, as the town itself was of much more ancient date. I t  
is also quite certain, that, whatever might have been the state of 
it, when the Ghiljyees became masters of it, they were eventually the 
sole cause, if not the actual perpetrators, of its dilapidation. Some 
of the fountains here are said to have thrown water to an amazing 
height and distance, far beyond any thing that the science of hydrau- 
lics in Persia can at present accomplish, although much studied ; for 
no house is considered complete without its marble cistern and jet . 
d'eau. About three miles from the fort, my guide called my atten- 
tion to a garden equal to several acres of ground, still retaining 



traces of having been walled in, with elegant summer houses at each 
angle, which he ffirmed was, in the prosperous days of the Uffghans, 
regularly watered twice a-day by an artificial shower from one large 
central bason, that is now filled with rubbish. The situation of 
Bumm is doubtless very favourable to luxui-ies of this kind : built in 
a plain in the vicinity of high mountains, which are usually, if not 
always, covered with snow, it must hase a vast and continual supplv 
of water. I now return to a continuation of my Narrative. 

r-,- 
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APRIL 29th. We mounted this morning before six, and travelled, 
in the course of the day, forty-four miles, about west by north. 

The latter twenty-eight afford no water, and are along a bare desert 
plain. The road was very good the whole way, and about eight 
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miles from Bumm there is a Sura6 with a very deep well of the m a  
delicious water I ever tasted. I halted at midnight in the midst of a 
low range of hills near a small village called Subzistan, the town of 
Teheroot lying from us north-north-west, distant eight miles. 

31)th April. The first twelve miles of my route to-day were west, 
over a bare plain. I then entered a very broad river-bed, nearly dry, 
called the Ushkoo, in which, and parallel with the stream, the road 
led for upwards of six miles. We then crossed it, and continued 
along the plain ten miles further, and halted on it, near a pond of 
brackish water. The bed of the Ushkoo, which runs past Teheroot 
and loses its stream in the desert behind the mountains north-west 
from Bumm, is in some places above a mile in breadth, and in others 
not more than one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards; the 
banks are steep and high, and the whole had been at one time over- 
grown with brush-wood and jungul trees ; but some industrious pea,- 
sants had cleared away many large spaces, and were cultivating 
luxuriant crops of wheat, sugar-cane, tobacco, cotton, &c The small 
town of Rayun, lying close under a range of lofky mountains, bore, 
from the spot we halted upon this night, west-by-south, twenty-two 
miles. 

l e t  May. I journeyed twenty-nine miles these twenty-four hours, 
through a desolate and barren country ; the direction varying between 
north-west and north-east : water was only to be had at a small spring 
in the side of a hill at the sixteenth mile. The mountains were very 
near us on each side of the road, which was stony and bad. 

2d May. I was incessantly marching from five a.m. till nine p.m., 
but the road, during the forenoon, was much worse than any that I 
had yet experienced in Persia, and in consequence of that, and my 
camels being reduced to the last stage of emaciation and weakness, 
we had to trudge on foot almost the whole way, and I do not there- 
fore compute that we actually made more than thirty miles ; though, 
had I judged by the complaints of my followers, and the soreness of 
my own feet, I should have felt inclined to say, double that distance 
At the twenty-sixth mile, we passed through the town of Mahon, 

I I 
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which is situated twenty-four miles east by south &om b a n .  It 
is a very pretty little town, surrounded by numerous walled gardens, 
which are well stocked with all sorts of h i t  trees. Shahzaduh Ibra- 
heem Khan, who is governor of the province and city of Kirman, has 
a hunting lodge here, that appeared fiom a distance to be a very 
elegant mansion. This is likewise the place where all the horses and 
mules belonging to the Kirman government are kept, when not 
required for the public service, and there are five or six very large 
Surds for the accommodation of the people attached to the establish- 
ment, exclusive of the stabling. This causes a considerable influx of 
strangers and trade ; and the districts in the vicinity of Mahon are 
richly cultivated, and apparently very flourishing. I here first observed 
that curious mode of conducting water under ground, so much prac- 
tised in different countries of Asia, called, by the Persians, Karezes. 
Pita from thirty to ninety feet in depth, and six feet in diameter, are 
dug one hundred, or one hundred and fifty, paces apart ; and an 
under-ground excavation, or trench, afterwards made to connect 
them. By this method, as there is no evaporation, and springs are 
frequently found in the pits or trenches, the quantity of water is 
ofken rather increased than diminished by the extent it traverses 
fiom its original source, which is commonly at the base of some 
eminence abounding with springs or rivulets ; and I have seen water, 
for irrigation, carried to a distance of thirty or forty miles. When 
any of these excavations chance to fall in, an angle is formed in the 
cut by digging another well a little way on either side, and leading 
the stream through it to the next one. I t  is apparent that Karezes 
are altogether attended by an amazing labour and trouble, but with- 
out them, cultivation would be nearly at an end in some of the most 
extensive provinces in Persia, and whole districts deserted. 

3d May. I quitted my halting place at two a. no. and with min- 
gled feelings of thankfulness for my safety, and exultation and p l w  
sure at the completion of all that part of my journey which I con- 
sidered hazardous, I reached the city of Kirman this morning at ten 
o'clock, having marched twenty miles over a plain that is tolerably 
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well tilled, and interspersed with villages and gardens. My guide 
proceeded through the h a r s  to a Karwansurk, where I waa im- 
mediately accommodated with a small room, round the door of which 
some hundr& of people soon collected to stare at me, and annoyed 
me very much by their officious and impertinent questions, to which 
however, I took good care to give them suitable answers. I next 
mt out to purchase some wheaten bread, after having been several 
times assured, it waa that, (to me, rare) article that I had observed 
exposed for sale in shops in the Bazar ; for the fact wm, I I d  been 
so long habituated to starvation, and so frequently balked in my ex- 
pectations, when I had been told I should get bread to buy at dif 
ferent towns, particularly in Nurmansheer, that I even was in 
doubt whether I should be able to prbeure it in the city of 
Kirman. 

When I had breakfirsted, I directed Lootf Allee Khan's man to 
go to the palace, and inform the K n c e  of my arrival, and also to 
request his permiasion for my remaining a short time in Kirman. To 
this message I received a reply, couched in all the overstrained style 
of Persian entreating me to look upon the city and every 
thing in it as my own ; and adding, that as I waa probably fatigued 
aRer my journey, the Prince would postpone seeing me untiI the fol- 
lowing day. This was even much sooner than I wished to have rrm 
audience, as I had at that time no clothes whatever ; but a Gendly 
Hindoo, who lived opposite to me in the Karwansurd, volunteered to 
dress me out for the occasion, and consequently I made no excuse. 
The necessity I was under of being thus obliged to the Hindoo, soon 
got abroad, and made a very sensible difference in the estimation in 
which I should possibly have been held during my eojourn at 
Kirman. 

I waa happy when it became dark, as I then got a little respite 
from my numberless visitors ; and having dined off a very excellent 

that I got ready cooked h m  one of the shops, I lay down, 
and slept with more cornpornre than I had done any night for the 
preceding three months. 
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4th May. I this morning dispatched a Kasid or courier to Shee- 
raz, with a letter acquainting Brigadier General Malcolm with my 
having arrived in safety at Kirman. I also had one in Persian writ- 
ten to Mohummud Nubee Khan, who was then minister of the pro- 
vince of Fars, and had been shortly before ambassador to the 
Government of India, requesting, in the event of General Malcolm 
not being at Sheeraz, that he would transmit my letter to him, and 
intimate to his Royal Highness the Prince, that it was my intention 
to advance to that city in the course of three weeks. 

About ten o'clock a person came to acquaint me that the Prince 
was in Durbar, and would then receive me. I was soon trimmed out 
in borrowed clothes, and accompanied the messenger through several 
streets to the palace, and when we had crosaed three or four inner 
courts, the Urz Begee, or master of the ceremonies, met us, and 
inquired my name, with which he returned tb the Prince, who de- 
sired I might be called in. The Urz Begee instructed me to at- 
tend to his motions, and do exactly the same. When we came in 
sight of the Prince, who was sitting at a window about ten feet 
high, looking into a small 'court, with a fountain playing in the 
centre of it, we made a low bow, then advanced a few yards and 
made a second, and in like manner a third ; all of which the Prince 
acknowledged by a slight inclination of the head I expected I 
should then have been desired to enter the Durbar and seat myself, 
but my dress not being of the first order, I suppose I was not 
thought respectable enough for that honour, and therefore I was 
placed opposite the Prince in the court-yard, round the walls of 
which all the officers of government were standing, with their arms 
folded across their bodies. The Urz Begee whispered to me to do 
the same, but knowing it to be the etiquette for a servant before his 
master in Persia, and consequently not applicable to the Prince and 
myself, I refused compliance. When I had taken my 3tation in front 
of him, the Prince called out in a very loud voice to know where I 
had been, and what could have induced me to undertake the journey 
I had performed, or how I had escaped from the dangers that must 
llsve attended it. 
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Before I went to the palace I had fabricated a story, of another 
officer and myself having been dispatched to Kelat, to approve of 
the horses for the Indian army, whence, by sea to join General Mal- 
colm in Persia; but that as the season was too far advanced to go 
down to the coast and embark, I had preferred coming overland 
through Beloochistan. This was plausible enough to pass with the 
Prince, and after I had been there about half an hour, he dismissed 
me with the same forms as when I entered. 

There is a considerable deal of state and magnificence about the 
palace, and there were a great number of well-dressed people in 
attendance. The room the Prince sat in was small, and inferior in 
decorations to many I afterwards saw, even in private houses, but 
some of the state-halls are very clnperh. The Prince himaelf is a 
handsome man, with an olive coloured complexion, and short 
black beard; he was dressed in a plain European Chintz Kubah 
or tunic +, and a black cap, made from the skin of the Bokhara kid, 
on his head. He is allied to the King in the three different degrees 
of consanguinity, of a son-in-law, nephew and stepson. In private 
life he is considered a humane mild man, and as a governor, very 
equitable and just. For a governor in Persia, perhaps he may be 
so, as in that country tyranny and extortion are so habitually the 
attendants of authority, that certain degrees of them are scarcely 
looked upon as evils ; but there are anecdotes that speak to the con- 
trary of him in both points. The severities he exercises are to be 
overlooked, being imperiously called for to check the enormities for 
which the city and province of Kirman are proverbial throughout 
Persia. 

I remained at this city until the afternoon of the 25th of May, in 
the expectation of being joined by Captain Christie from Heerat, 
but as the incidents which occurred during this long halt, were 

A Hub& is exactly Rimilar to, and w o n  over, an Ulkhaliq, h r  which see Nde 
on the 23d January. 

E.  E 
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neither so numerous or novel as to require a continuance of my diary, 
I shall briefly notice such as may be likely to amuse or interest, and 
pass fiom them to a short account of the province. 

The day after I had been to the Prince's palace, I went to call 
upon the minister, who received me with every civility, and placed 
me on the same Numud or felt, on which he was himself sitting. 
His politeness I easily accounted for, when I was told that he had 
heard of the letter that I had sent to Mohummud Nubee Khan the 
foregoing day ; for the man whom I had employed to do so, at first 
wrote an Ureezuh or petition, judging I suppose of my station in life 
h m  my shabby appearance ; and on his reading it to me, when I 
told him it would not do, he desired I would explain the footing on 
which I stood with General Mslcolm. I knew no better way of doing 
so, ,than by saying I was a relation of his, and therefore I replied that 
I was his nephew, which soon reached the minister's ears, and was 
the cause of his extreme civility to me. I chatted with him for 
nearly an hour, and when I came away, he asked me to dine with 
him the following evening, an invitation which I accepted. As all 
Persian entertainments are alike, by detailing the forms of this one, 
it will afford my readers a complete idea of their domestic habits on 
that head. 

When I first went to his house about seven o'clock in the evening, 
Kullyans were brought. These are of two sorts ; the Kurnyeii and 
Dustu, or snake and hand Kullyan; the one having a long pliant 
snake, similar to the Hookas of India, made of leather; and the 
other being, as its name denotes, held in the hand, and smoked 
through a short tube, often made of gold or silver, and beautifully 
enamelled They are alternately changed and replenished with fresh 
tobacco, so that a person seldom takes more than ten or twelve 
pulls of either at a time. When water to wash had gone round, the 
eating and drinking commenced, by sweetmeats and two kinds of 
coffee, one of them is called sweet coffee, and made hn;l syrup 
and the juice of different sorts of fiuit ; this and the real coffee are 
served up in small china cups, holding about a table spoonful each, 
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placed in gold or silver ones, a size larger ; these were succeeded by a 
variety of fruits, preserves, and pickles, in a green and dried state, and 
sherbets in bowls were handed round on trays, with a large w d e n  
ladle to each, out of which every person drank what he p l d i  
A cloth was then spread in fiont of the party on the floor, and a 
quantity of bread in btoad thin cakes thrown upon it, shortly aRer 
which the regular dinner, composed of all descriptions of pilows, 
stews, and other made dishes, was brought in upon trays, one of 
which was set before each guest. When every thing was thus ar- 
ranged, the minister gave the signal. to commence, by calling out 
Bismillah *, and in an instant the whole party waa hard at work, 
The servants stood in the centre of the room, to help us to sherbet 
or water ; and our host wanted very much to send for wine on my 
account, but I would not, of course, allow it ;  assuring him thet I . 
had not tasted it for many months, and infinitely preferred his iced 
sherbets. We had no less than three courses of meat, and as it 
wsa a very tedious business to remove and replace such a number 
of dishes, I was most happy when the time arrived for going 
home. 

This meal, which is the principal one among Persians, corresponds 
exactly with our dinner. They eat nothing from that time until the 
following day at noon, which is their breakfasting hour, unless it may 
be a little green fruit very early in the morning. Two or three 
things are very inconvenient at their meals- You must dine off what 
happens to be next to you, or else have a person to put his feet in 
the midst of the dishes to reach at what you wish for ; h d ,  to Euroc 
peans, the method of sitting cross legged on a level with the victuals 
is, of course, always uncorpfortable ; nor do the Persians themselva 
seem to be much at their ease. From eating with the fingers, nap- 
kins also would appear to be indispensable, yet I never saw them 
introduced : many of the Persians use bread instead, and as it is very 

* In God's name. Vide Note on Diary of the 8th April. 
E E  2 
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thin, and baked in pieces two or three feet square, it forms a tolerable 
substitute." Another vast objection is the want of spoons to help the 
different sauces : a fowl or a kid may be torn into scraps without 
much offence to our ideas of cleanliness ; but, to see a person daub 
his greasy hand, that he has just licked, in a vessel of sauce, out of 
which his neighbour helps himself in the same manner the next 
minute, is truly barbarous and disgusting. 

There are no people in the world who understand better the forms 
of politeness and etiquette to strangers, in their own houses, than the 
Persians ; and were it not for their fancied pre-eminence, they would 
be exceedingly pleasant companions ; but that spirit of egotism and 
false pride which they all inherit, from the highest to the lowest, 
makes.them, even in their infancy, dogmatical to a degree sometimes 
bordering on rudeness. 

Among themselves, with their equals, the Persians are affable and 
polite ; to their superiors, servile and obsequious ; and towards their 
inferiors haughty and domineering. All ranks are equally avaricious, 
sordid, and dishonest, when they have an opportunity of being so ; 
nor do they care for detection when they have once reaped the bene- 
fit of their superior genius, as they term it. Falsehood they look 
upon, in all dues where it facilitates their ends, not only justifiable 
but highly commendable, and good faith, generosity, and gratitude, 
are alike unknown to them. In debauchery none can exceed them ; 
and some of their propensities are too execrable and infamous to 
admit of mention. In short, to close this outline of the Persian 
character, I shall add, without the fear of confutation, that, from my 
own observation, I feel inclined to look upon Persia, at the present 
day, to be the very fountain-head of every species of tyranny, cruelty, 
meanness, injustice, extortion, and infamy, that can disgrace or 
pollute human nature ; and have ever been found in any age or 
nation. * 

Perhaps a few of my readers may conceive what is here said to be too severe; but I 
think, of those who have had an opportunity of judging, there will be very few indeed of 
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A few mornings after my visit to the minister, I was conversing 
with a Hindoo in my room in the KarwansuraC, when a conceited 
fellow, dressed in fine silk cloaths, strutted in, attended by ,a servant 
carrying a Kullyan ; he either was, or feigned to be, much surprized 
at my not rising to receive him, and inquired from the Hindoo why 
I did not do 30, who referred him to myself, saying I understood and 
spoke Persian ; on which he repeated his question in a most super- 
cilious and contemptuous tone. b' What !" said I to him, '' do you 
b6 fancy I am come to Kirman to do nothing else than get up at the 
bb entrance of every person who chooses to intrude himself upon me." 
He rejoined, that when people of rank came, I ought to pay them 
that compliment ; and seeing that I made no movement to g r a t e  
him by doing so, he added, 6' but it is the behaviour I might have 
" expected from a Kafir Firingee +." I could hardly restrain my 
anger at the insolence of this upstart, who pmved on enquiry to be a 
Peish Khidmut, or personal servant, of the Prince ; however, I did 
so, and calling one of my Brahooes, desired him to shew the man of 
rank the door, and the' fellow sneaked off. This fracas was soon 
blazed all over the Karwansura6 ; and, th~nrebrward, my visitors 
were more scruy ulnlls in their mmncrs lcnd observations ; nor wss I ' 
longer under the necessity of shutting the door of my chamber, and 
sitting in the dark ; an alternative to which I had been obliged to 
resort to exclude strangers ; for although I was always glad to see 
those from whose society I could derive either amusement or infor- 
mation, I found that they formed a very small portion of my visitors, 
and that the idle and ignorant, and not unfiequently the very dregs 

that opinion. I speak &om facts that I have either witnessed or heard of from unquestion- 
able authority. I have known a Persian of education swindle a gentleman, to whom he 
was under the greatest obligations, out of a sum of money, and, on being taken to task, 
reply, that it ought not to have been I& in his power to do so. Of every vice with which 
I brand them, I could adduce numerous instance within the sphere of my observation, 
and I am led to believe they nre more prevalent in the precincts of the court than almost 
any other part of the kingdom. 

* An infidel European. 
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of society, were my most common tormentors. 1 recollect, in parti- 
cular, one morning, on my return fiom seeing a shawl manufactory, 
I found my room taken possession of by eight or nine Lootees, or 
bear leaders, and their bears, to whom I had to give a considerable 
sum to get rid of them, on their making a promise, which, to my 
surprize, they faithfidly kept, of not returning. These Lootees are 
the bdoons of Persia, and perhaps the happiest race of beings in the 
empire, as they are privileged to say and act as they please, and not 
even the branches of the royal family, nor the great officers of govern- 
ment, venture to exasperate them. They are occasionally employed 
as the infmous medium of wreaking vengkmce on such noblemen 
as f d  under the royal displeasure, by giving up their wives and 
children, of both sexes, to them for the worst of purposes. + 

On the 15th of May, the Prince sat in judgement on some people 
who were accused of murdering one of his servants ; and the state of 
alarm and mupence in which the whole of the inhabitants were kept 
during the day is scarcely amceivable The city gates were shut, 
st least to the egress of the public, and no business was transacted 
by the public officers of the government People were sent for am 
witnesses, without any warniqg, and I (IRW two nr thrw lerl away to 
the palace in as great agony as if they had h e n  going to a place of 
execution. About three in the afternoon, the Prince pronounced 
sentences on those convicted ; some were blinded of both eyes, had 
their ears, noses, and lips cut off, their tongues slit, and one or both 
hands lopped off. Others were deprived of their manhood, their 
fingers and toes chopped off, and all were turned out into the streets 
'with a warning to the inhabitants not to assist or hold any intercourse 
with them. 

On such occasions as these, the Prince always dresses in a 
yellow suit, and has a cloth of the same oolour to cover the carpet 

I believe no instance of this Persian custom has occurred during the present re@. 
In kgha Mohummud Khan'r time, it wan very frequent. 
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he sits on ; it is thence called the Ghuzub Poshak, or dress of ven- 
geance ; and when thus robed, not even his ministers are allowed to 
address him, unless spoken to. I learned afterwards that he sat at 
the same window at which I saw him, the day I went to the palace, 
throughout the whole of the mutilation of the miserable culprits, and 
gave his orders without evincing the srnallest degree of compassion or 
horror at the scene before him. 

One morning I had.a visit from a middle aged person who came 
to my room followed by a servant, whom he presently dismissed, and 
requested leave to shut the door, as he wished to speak to me in pri- 
vate. To this I assented, and he commenced a long oration on the 
advantages of Christianity, and finally informed me that it was his 
earnest wish to become a convert to my religion, of which he begged 
I would state to him the leading tenets. I was a good deal surprizitd 
at so unexpected a declaration and request ; but as I suspected the 
sincerity of both, I told him I was sorry it was out of my power to 
afford him any insight into those doctrines ; that I was neither capa- 
ble of instructing him, or had authority to do so ; but that, if he 
really wished to be fully informed regarding them, he might proceed 
to India, where he would find many both equal and willing to sfford 
him the necessary instruction. Finding he was not likely to make 
much progress on this head, he next assured me that there were six 
thousand men in Kirman expecting the English, and enquired when 
they were coming. The idiom of the Persian language admitting of 
my applying the sentence either to the British nation or myself*, I 
took his question in the latter point of view, and replied accordingly. 

Come," said he very peevishly, '6 you don't confide in me. Why 
will you not comprehend what I say to you? I wish to befriend 

'' you all, and have six thousand men to back me." I persisted in 
pretending to misunderstand him ; but at the same time remarked, 
that it was not customary with Europeans to make a confidant of a 

Shoowa, you, was the word he used tbr tbe English collectively. 
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stranger; to which he was about to reply, when a third person inter- 
rupted us by coming in, and the spy made OK * . 

The same evening, I witnessed a very extraordinary ceremony, 
which was repeated two or three times during my stay at Kirman. 
About five o'clock in the evening, a vast concourse, at least amounting 
to four or five hundred men, collected in the square of the Karwan- 
eura6, and a Moollah, or priest, mounted up on the top of a pyramid 
of steps in the centre ; he then commenced -reading in a very loud 
and sonorous voice, the adventures and sufferings of Allee, the son- 
in-law of Mohummud; and the whole party gradually melted into 
tears and cried like children. I thought at first that their grief was 
only pretended, but soon became convinced to the contrary. The 
Moollah was repeatedly obliged to desist from reading, and sat sob- 
bing with the tears running over his beard for ten minutes ; nor were 
many of the auditory less affected. I confess I could not look on 
this scene with perfect calmness, and my people were nearly as much 
distressed as the Persians. The congregation was composed of per- 
sons of all ages, from boys of ten or twelve years old to men of 
seventy or eighty ; and it was impossible to see such a number of 
them all weeping most piteously without feeling something like 
respect and awe for a religion, however erroneous, which had so 
oincere an effect on the believers of it. 

A Karwan being expected to set out for Sheeraz on the 25th, I 
prepared myself to accompany it, conceiving that it was needless to 
wait any longer at Kirman, in the hope of Captain Christie's arrival 
from Heerat. The minister hearing of this resolution, sent a man 

+ The employing of vies wm very contrary to the %eieral conduct of the Persian 
government towards General Malcolm's mission. It never betrayed the slightest jealousy 
of surveying, or any other step that were taken to acquire a more complete knowledge 
of the lungdom and ita resources. On this occasion, however, a doubt cannot exist. No 
person would have taken the trouble to come to me unless sent by the Prince's orderr, 
and this was further corroborated by my ascertaining that the would-be Christian held 
one of the inferior d c e s  of government. 
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to me an the 24th, to inquire whether I wished to have an au&enm 
of leave previous to my departure or not ; this honour I begged 
leave to decline, as the Prince had not shewn me the slighteat mpk 
of attention, and consequently I ret&ed an answer to thst purpoh 
The messenger had left me about an hour, when the D.rogha or 
overseer of the Karwansurd made his appearance, and demanded 
the usual toll of one rupee on each of my camels, and likewise on 
a horse that I had purchased a few days before, accordingly, I paid . 

him three rupees, and concluded, from the ~arwans& being the 
private property of the Prince, that I should be exempt from any 
hrther charges. But the next morning he again called upon me, 
and said that he had forgotten the hire of the room which I had oc- 
cupied. The amount of it being only half a rupee *and a few cop 
per coin +, curiosity tempted me to ask by whose directions he had 
returned for this weighty balance, and it was precisely what I had 
anticipated, when he most solemnly declared, by those of the Prince; 
adding, that had I agreed to visit His Royal Highness, I was to have 
been excused from paying this sum, and likewise the tolls levied on 
my cattle the preceding day. This confession I regarded as the very 
acmd of meanness ; and I seriously interrogated the Darogha, how 
he could possibly imagine that the money, though multiplied by 
thousands, was an object in my estimation, or that of any other officer 
belonging to the British Government ? I further reminded him that I 
had done my duty towards the Prince, by reporting myself on my 
arrival in his city; and that I was also capable of judging whether I 
had been properly treated and received. The Darogha, though a 
Persian, appeared ashamed of his royal master's conduct, and waa 
about to make me a reply, I presume in extenuation of it, when I 
interrupted him by putting a rupee into his hand, and desiring that 
he would acquaint the Prince that he was welcome to the hinge. 

About one shilling and ten-pence English money. 
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The Overseer pocketed the cash, made some remark to his servants 
on the justness of my sentiments, and marched off; after which ad- 
venture I heard no more of the Prince or his deputies, and about 
three in the afLernoon of the same day, I quitted the city of Kirrnan, 
of which, as i e l  as the province, the next chapter contains a suc- 
cinct account. 
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TANCE FROM KIRMAN. - STATE OF T H E  ROAD. - BRIEF HISTORY OF THIS  

TOWN. - I N  WHOSE HANDS AT PRESENT. - TRIBUTE. - ACTUAL CONDITION. - POPULATION. - KIRMAN DESERT. - EXTENT. - SUFFERINGS OF T H E  

UFFGHAN ARMY IN IT. - TOWN O F  KHUBEES. - REMARKABLE SITE. - IN- 

HABITANTS. - THEIR PROFESSION. - ROUTE.  AND NARRATIVE RESUMED. 

T HE Province of Kirman is bounded on the east by a part of 
Seistan and Beloochistan ; west by the Province of Fars ; south 

by parts of Laristan, Mukran, and the Persian Gulph ; and north by 
Eerak and Khorasan. It has fiom the earliest ages been partitioned 
into the habitable and desert regions, a division which I purpose 
adopting, proceeding, in the first place, t o  a consideration of the 
former. Its extreme length, fiom Regan in Nurmansheer, to Robat 
on the boundary of Fars, is about three hundred and sixty-five miles; 
and its breadth,' fiom the ~outhern limit of Eerak to the town of Gem- 

F F 2  
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.baroon or Bunder Abass, on the shores of the Persian Gulph, about 
two hundred and eighty *. Even the soil of this tract is in many 
places very unprolific, and the faee of the country barren and 
waste. 

There is not a river in the province t, and were it not for a few 
springs in the mountainous districts, and the Karezes or aqueducts 
described in my diary of the 2d of May, the natives could not pos- 
sibly exist. As it is, water is procured with extraordinary pains and 
attention, and withal not more than is sufficient to cultivate a very 
trifling portion of the soil. Nurmansheer forms an exception to the 
aridity of the earth, but 'even there the vast supplies of water that 
formerly inundated that district, have decreased very much within 
these last twenty yeam; and the extensive desolate .plains that I 
passed previous to reaching Bumm and Eirman, seem to argue, that 
the desert is fsst encroaching in that quarter, which the inhabitants 
avow is undoubtedly the case. 

-Generally speaking, Kirman is a very mountainous province ; the 
principal range of mountains iathat which divides Nurmansheer fiom 
Laristan, and thence running in a south-wcstehy direction, approaches 
within four days journey of Gombaroon. I t  here seems to take the 
turn of the coast, and trending away to the west and north-west, joins 
the mountains of Fars in the latitude of 290 4 0  north, and longitude 
54" east. In this course it throws out numerous ramifications, both 
to the northward and southward. Many of the former, particularly 
the more easterly ones, which stretch into the desert, terminate be- 
tween the thirtieth and thirty-firat degrees of latitude ; while some 

I here epeak of a direct line. The curvature of the roads rendend it nearly double 
the diitance h m  Regan to Robat. 

f Ae I travelled from east to west through this province, I aaaert this from indubitable 
eyidence. The UohLoo, which I passed the day at?.er I left Bumm, (April Soh,) can 
only be looked upon ae a mountain torrent, when filled hy rain. There are three or'four 
beda of the same description in the route h m  Kirman to B u n k  Abasr, but in my 
opinion it would be a mieapplicatim of the word to call than riven. 
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of the western t m s  reach the province of Eerak. They are in some 
places, from their height, acaroely worthy of being called any thing 
but hilh, and in others are no way inferior to the great mrss from 
which they have their rise. Su entirely do they intersect the coun- 
try, that the plains which they separate, are seldom seen to exceed 
ten or twelve miles in breadth, though often of an indefinite length. 

The climate of this province is as varied M h e  f ~ c e  of the c o w  
try, and it is accounted the least salubrious of my put of Pmia; 
they have seldom any heavy fdls of rain, but snow lies to a great 
depth on the mountains in winter, and from their loftinem it doer 
not melt for the greater part of the year, so that it is not unusual to 
see the people in the plains panting from the extreme heit, while it 
is fieezing on the summit8 of the mountains close to them. The 
air that blows down from them is very cool and luxurious, but brinjp 
W e s ,  fevers, and other diaesses aa ita attendants; and the natives 
dread it M, much, and so often experience its b a n d  efkta, that 
they prefer the mout sultry weather. 

To the routhward of the great chain of mountains th.t I have 
described above, and between their bsses and the aea, lies the Gum- 
reer or Hot Country, being a n u r o w  stripe from thirty to ten l e a p s  
in breadth, which extends d l  along the waamst of Perria from 
Meenab, the capital of Luiatan, to the mouth of the Shat W A n b  
or Bum& River. Within the limits of Kirmm thb tract is .k 

solcly w m p o d  of d i n e  rrad, rad the climate u peculurly w 
hdtlip. I t p d u c c s  nothing but dates, which u e o f  r very inferior 
quality, and is in cunaequeace n e d y  d e p o p u M  

The city of Kirman ir r i t d  in north latitude S 56: and crrt 
longitude 56 6, on the western aide of r capacious plain, so clore to 
the mountains, that t w o  of them, on which tlicre are ancient deayed 
forts, completely command it, It mr oace the mort hubhhg in 
Pcnir, and in aim was mmnd to none ex- the crpitd, L s h  
Itr ritlu~ion in the direct rod tiom Khorurm, Wrikb, Bdtbur, hk- 
wur Ool Nuhr, or Trnllr Oxha,  and d the northern put of the l'cr- 
rim copiretocbersporctown dWlldaAbu,ga vc it inaL 
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culable:dvantages as' an emporium, and rendered it the centre of 
w d t h ,  luxury, and magnificence. Of the original founder of this 
famous city there exists no'positive record, and all that I have been 
able to trace with certainty is, that on the Arab invasion the last of 
the ancient Persian Kings fled to it, and made it his capital until the 
complete subju~ation of the empire and dispersion of the followers 
of Zoroaster. I learn from a manuscript history of the conquest of 
Mukran, in the 90th year of the Hijree, that Kirman was then a very 
extensive city, full (according to the Oriental phrase) of riches, and 
celebrated for the excellence of the shawls and arms made in it. On 
the whole, it is probable that we may fix its foundation, or at least 
the first step towards that grandeur and opulence which it attaiied, 
both previous and subsequent to the introduction of Mohummudan- 
ism, as coeval with the city of Hoormuz (Ormuz) on the coast of 
Kirman, which was built by one of the earliest monarchs of the line 
of Sassan, and, according to the manuscript I have just quoted, takes 
its name fiom him. The traditions respecting the name of Kirman 
are various, some derive it fiom Khirman, a word signifying a 
granary, as idlusive to the. abundance which flowed into it ; and 
others relate that its origin and appellation both arose fiom the 
trivial circumstance of a Guebre Princess eating an apple near the 
site of the present city, in the core of which she found a Kirm or 
worm, and thereupon vowed that she would build a city which, like 
the worm in the apple, should extract the benefit fiom all the sur- 
rounding parts (countries). These fabulous accounts, though deserv- 
ing of no credit, are nevertheless curious, as they evince .the opinion 
which has always been entertained of its happily selected situation ; 
a'fact that alone can have enabled it to withstand the dreadful shocks 
it has experienced, for no city in the east has been more subject to 
reverses of fortune, or oftener the scene of the most destructive 
wars, both foreign and domestic, than Kirman. 

To enter into any relation of these, comes not within my purpose. 
The Khaliphas, Jungeez Khan, Tymoorlung, the Uffghans, and 
-Nadir Shah, repeatedly and successively took, plundered, and dc+ 

I I 
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stroyed it ; in addition to the civil broils, in which it has still more 
frequently fallen to the victor by storm. The last event of this kind 
happened so recently as the year 1794, when it was betrayed into 
the hands of Agha Mohummud Khan, (uncle of the present King, 
and founder of the Kajjar dynasty,) who had besieged it for several 
months, during which period the magnanimous h t f  Allee Khan * 
held out with astonishing perseverance and courage, although reduced 
t o  such distress, that two-thirds of his troops and the inhabitants 
perished for want of food and water. At length, on the night of the 
2d of July, 1794, a Sirdar called Nujuf Koolee Khan, was induced, 
by promises of pardon and a large bribe, to allow a detachment of 
Agha Mohummud Khan's trobps to enter the city by a sally-port in 
that angle of the works which he had charge of, and they, running 
to one of the gates which had unfortunately not been built up, broke 
it open, and made way for the entrance of the whole of the army. 
Lootf Allee Khan, finding that all was lost, mounted his horse, and, 
supported by a few brave adherents, cut his way under cover of the 
dark night, through the besiegers. He fled to Bumm, where he wss 
most trcakharni~aly seized by the Governor t, and sent to Agha Mo- 
hummud Khan, who, with his ow11 hands, put. out his eyes, and had 
him ultimately strangled at Teheran $. The city was given up for 

4 

* Lootf Allee Khan was the last of the Zund dynasty. The bulk of the Persians, to 
the present day, regret his death, as he was brave, and, what is rare amongst his coun- 
trymen, very generous even in prosperity. 

1. Mohamed Alli Khan Seistanee was Governor of Bumm at the period above alluded 
to. He had a brother in Lootf Allee Khan's service. When that chief arrived at Bumm, 
the Governor inquired for his brother, and on being assured he was safe, did not attempt 
to seize Lootf Allee, but treated him with great distinction. The day after, however, it 
was ascertained that he was a prisoner with Agha Mohummud Khan, and Lootf Allee 
was instantly laid hands on, to serve as his ransom. This treachery was not attended 
with the proposed eflkct, as the brother was one of those put to death at Kirman. 

$ To commemorate this entire downfall of the Zund dynasty, Agha Mohummud Khan 
decided on forming a pyramid of skulls on the spot where Lootf Allee Khan was taken ; 
and for that purpose having decapitated six hundred prisoners, he dispatched their heads 
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three months to the incessant ravages and plunder of an exasperated 
army that, under the sanction of its chiefs, committed the moet un- 
heard of enormities. The wives and daughters of the, citizens, and 
of the latter classseven children of a few years of age, were publickly 
exposed to the brutality of the soldiery, in presence of their husbands 
and fathers, who were afterwards forced to receive them, thus die- 
honoured, or destroy them themselves on the spot. All the fortifi. 
cations and elegant structures, with which the city had been beauti- 
fied by the UQhans*, were razed to the ground, and Agha Mo- 
hummud Khan, aRer sacrificing to his revenge every person of whose 
zeal for his cause (for with him it was not sufficient to be neutral) 
he had the slightest suspicion, carried thirty thousand of the inhabi- 
tants into slavery, or at least exiled them on pain of death to the 
distant provinces of Mazenderan and Aderbejan. 

The city lay desolate for some years until aRer the accession of 
the present King, who directed the fortifications .to be rebuilt on a 
reduced plan. They are, however, still very large, and consist of a 
high mud wall, with nineteen bastions in each f'ace, and a dry ditch 
twenty yards wide and ten deep. The worh lue d e l y  encom- 
passed by ruins that extend, an the m~~thern and eastern sides, for 
some miles, and there is a considerable angle, of the space within 
the walls, which is yet quite deserted. The gat- are four in num- 
ber, and the ark or citadel, in which the Governor's palace is built, 
lies on the southern face of the fort ; it is defended by similar works. 
The Bazar is well supplied with articles of every description, and fiom 
every nation ; one part of it is covered in with very elegant domee, 
built of a beautiful kind of blue stone, dug fiom quarries in the ad- 
jacent mountains. There are either eight or nine K a r w a n s h  

to Bumm by half that number, brcing each man to carry two of his comrade's eknllr. 
Thee anfortunate wretches met the lame fate by his orders on their a r i d  there, and 
the pyramid stin e x h d  when I wan at that city in 18 10, a horrid evidence of the con- 
qaeror's implacable and blood thirsty dirposition. 

The UQhanr were maatera of tbiu put of Per& for mury yecus a f b  their invasion 
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within the walls, beside many inferior ones outside : that which I 
resided in is the private property of the Prince, but is neither so 
spacious or handaome as some of the others. 

The population of Kirman is not now more than thirty thousand 
J 

aouls, of which a small proportion are Guebres or parsee; ; but there 
are neither Armenians, Hindmoo& or Jews, resident in the place. 
Some of the two former classes occasionally repair thither on busi- 
ness. The trade of Kirman, though still considerable, has never 
revived in a manner to be compared to what it was previous to its 
last depopulation, and in all likelihood never will again, as the resort 
of merchants to the sea-port town of Abooshuhr or Bushiie, farther 
up the Gulph of Persia, daily gains ground, to the prejudice of Bun- 
der Abass, and, of consequence, Kirman. Its manufactures of shawls, 
matchlocks, and Numuds, or f eh ,  are celebrated all over Asia, and 
are said to afford employment to upw~rds of one third of the inhabi- 
tants, whether ,male or female. The former are made from the wool 
known by the ancient name of the province (Karamania), and I have 

. seen them, in delicacy of fabrick and texture, outrival those of 
Rashmeer ; but they are not equal in downy sofineas and warmth. 
The sheep from which the wool is sheared, for it is a mistaken idea 
that it falls off, are very small and shortrlegged: they have been 
removed to different parts of the kingdom, by orders of Futtuh Allee 
Shah the King, where, although the animals appear to thrive, the 
wool loses its qualities ; and, what is still more unaccountable, it 
cannot be wrought to any perfection elsewhere than at Kirman. 
From this undoubted fact it is to be inferred that the climate, or 
water, of that city has something very peculiar in its nature ; and 
it is very curious that a similar circumstance occurs with regard to 
the Province of Kashmeer. I visited all the principal weaving 
manufactories at Kirman ; but saw nothing in that process to merit 
description : at one of them I procured specimens of wool which were 
finer and softer than any cotton I had ever seen, and some of the 
shawls I purchased there were so even and beautifhl, that they were 
valued by shawl merchants in India, to whom I afterwards shewed 

G G 
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therr., ai five hundred per cent. more than they cost. The wool, when 
first cut off, is repeatedly and carefully scoured and picked ; after 
which it is immersed for some weeks in a wash, the ingredients 
of which are unknown to any save the makers, but seem to be 
chiefly fo&ed from a decoction of different leaves and barb  ; this 
renders. it ~ l i a n t  and so&, and fit for spinning, which last operrt. 
tion is executed by women, and the thread is then ready for the 
loom. 

The Kirmanees chiefly send their shawls, numuds, and matchlocks 
to Khorasan, Kabaol, Bulkh, Bokhara, and the northern provinces ; 
and, in return, receive asafetida, gums, rhubarb, madder, and other 
drugs ; BOkhara skins, furs, silk, steel, copper, and tea: the latter 
three articles are for home consumption : they export the remainder 
to India, Sinde, Arabia, and the Red Sea, also Pistachio nuts, rose 
leaves, and buds, for making conserve, gums, cotton, carpets, and 
bullion ; and import, from the former country, tin, lead, iron, cop 
per, steel, pepper, and all other spices ; chintz (both European and 
Indian), indigo, muslin, tea, satin, Keemkhab or gold-flowered silks, 
Zureebaf or gold-cloth, cocoa nuts, china, and glass-ware, broad- 
cloth, &c &c. From Sinde they have white cloth and coloured 
Loongees for turbands ; and, fiom Arabia and the Red Sea, coffee, 
gold-dust, ivory, musk, frankincense, slaves, &c. &c. * 

The revenues of the city of Kirman were, in 1810, only twenty-five 
thousand Toomans per annum t ; but were said to be rapidly in- 
creasing ; and are appropriated by the Prince, with the permission of 
His Majesty, for the maintenance of his court and a body of troops, 
that are exclusively kept in pay for the protection of the city and 
its neighbourhood. They arise fiom the Bazar duties, which are 

', The tea which the Persians bring from the northward comes through Siberia 
t A Tooman is eight rupees or one pound Sterling. Just two centuries before (16 lo), 

8 greater monthly eum was paid fiom the same source into the treasury of Shah Abass the 
Great ! ! 



ACCOUNT OF KIRMAN. 22'7 

very high, and a heavy tax on ~hawls  * and matchlocks : beside 
which, every camel or horse that enters any Karwansurd in the city 
pay8 one rupee as a toll ; a poney, half a rupee ; an ass, one quarter, 
&c Those of the province are regularly accounted for at the royal 
treasurg ; and one of the ministers had been called up to Teh?ran for . 
that purpose when I was at Kirman. I have not been able tc ascer- 
tain with any precision their exact amount, but should guess about 
m y  thousand Toomans yearly, mclusive of the tribute of Bunder 
Abass. These are collected by s tax on lands, and the imposts 
levied at di&rent towns. It may seem a small sum for so great an 
extent of country, but we are to recollect that the province is natu- 
rally barren and thinly inhabited. Ita aggregate popuiation I am 
quite unable to speak to. 

The towns in the eastern part of this province I have already 
touched upon, and those westward of the -pita1 will be h e r d e r  
noticed in my Narrative. To the northward there are none, and 
Gombaroon or Bunder Abaes ie the only one to the southward that 
needs tu be mentioned. I t  lies eighteen Munzilr, or days' marches, 
fromRirman, whichwe may average at eight Fursukhs each atage; and, 
consequently, the whole distance, h m  five hundred and f%y to six 

The tax on shawls has not long been laid on, and was attended with a chmmtanc6 
which deserves to be mentioned as, 'in my opinion, peculiarly illustrative of the prerent 
government, not only of Kirman, but all Persia. The Prince, hding that the manu- 
h e  was very much h m d ,  and likely to be still more so, issued a proclamation 
apprizing the inhabitants of the city and province, that, aRer a certain day, tiny person 
*O WBS follrld purchasing a shawl without the government stamp upan it, ~hould be 
heavily fined. An d c e ,  at the same time, was opened for stamping the shawls, whichit 
was the business of the purchaser to get done, Wore he received them from the maker. The 
people concludq that an order so couched wss not to have a retrospective effiect, cap. 
tinued to wear those shawls bought and in use behre its publication. The Prince, how- 
ever, meant very differently, and as soon as the necessary time had elapsed, he had the 
whole city searched, and fined every person in whose house a single shawl was discovered 
dthout the stamp. By this deep stroke of Persk. policy, it is said, he netted above one 
lac of rupees, includbg the price of the shawls which were seized and sold on account of 
the government. 

- G O %  r 
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hundred miles. Gombaroon was anciently the seat of vast trafltic, as it 
served for the continental Bunder, or emporium, of the island of 
Ormuz ; and when Shah Abass, the Great, wrested t h t  mart firom 
the Portuguese, about the year 1623, he transferred the whole .com- 
merce of it, then the most extensive in Asia, if not in the world, to 
Gombaroon, and honoured that town by calling it Bunder A h s ,  or 
the port of Abass. I t  flourished for a short time, but on the death 
of Abass in 1629-30, his successors had either not the means or the 
wish to protect this colony, which was soon harassed by the people 
on the sea coast of Laristan, and other predatory and piratid tribes. 
The English and Portuguese companies gradually withdrew their 
agents and factories, and as other speculators were deterred from 
venturing there with their goods, owing to the imbecility of the 
government and its inability to afford them a safeguard, the place 
went rapidly to decay. It still carries on t d e  with Muskat, and 
several ports of India, the Red Sea, and eaat coast of Africa ; and is 
garrisoned by the troops of the Imam * of the former town, who 
pays an annual tribute to the King of Persia, of four thousand Too- 
mans t, which amount is reported, in some years, to exceed the 
whole customs. The town is dirty and ill-built : the streets narrow, 
dark, and choked up with ruins ; and, till within these six years, 
the works were equally neglected ; but the alarm caused by the 
Juwassmee Arab pirates induced the Imam to repair them, and 
they are now capable of making a tolerable defence against an 
Asiatic enemy. 

I have already said that the greater pa@ of the intervening country 
between Kirrrfan and Bunder Abass is barren and inhospitable, and 
there are only a few miserable villages There was formerly a large 
and elegant Karwansurd at each stage, built by Abass the Great, but 
they have been allowed to go to decay, and the systematic avarice of 

Imatn, a religious leader. The title assumed by the Chief of Muskat. 
t 4000L Sterhng, or 32,000 rupees. 

* 
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the Persian government leaves no chance of their being repaired. 
The total population of Bunder Abass is about twenty thousand 
souls, and composed of Arabs, Hindoos, Persians, Indians, and other 
foreigners. 

The desert region of the province of Kirman extends in length 
two hundred and seventy miles, from the northern boundary of Nur- 
mansheer, in latitude 29" 30' north, to the mountains of Khorasan, in 
latitude 34" north ; and, in breadth, two llundred miles from the city 
of Yezd, in longitude 55" 40' east, to a range of mountains separating 
it from Seistan, in 60" east. The soil of this tract is impregnated to 
such a degree with salt, and so decidedly barren, that it does not 
even produce grass, or any other vegetation, for eighty or ninety 
miles at a stretch ; and water is entirely out of the question. The 
Uffghan army, on its march to invade Persia in 1719, suffered the 
most dreadful hardships in this waste, and after one third of the 
whole had perished, the remainder reached Nurmansheer with the 
loss of all their equipage and baggage. There is a path through it 
from Kirman to Heerat in IChorasan, by which couriers can go in 
eighteen days ; but the risk of perishing is so great, that a per- 
son of that description demanded two hundred rupees to take a 
letter from me to Captain Christie, who had directed me to mite  
to him. 

The t o m  of Khubees lies nearly in the centre of it, in latitude 32" 20' 
north, on a spot which is verdant the whole year ronnd, and has 
many pleasant gardens. It seems to have been founded as a place 
of refuge, or intended, in former times, to promote the trade be- 
tween Persia and Seistan, as it is equi-distant from those countries. 
It formerly flourished, and was the residence of a Beglerbeg on the 
part of the chief of Seistan, but now is a miserable decaved place, 
and the inhabitants are notorious robbers and outcasts who subsist by 
infesting the highways of Khorasan and Persia, and plundering 
Karawans. When they are pursued, they retire by paths only 
known to themselves, through the desert to their homes. 

11 . 
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It is very remarkable, that the water in the gardens at mubees, 
md to a distance of three or four miles round that town, should be 
very fresh and plentiful ; but, beyond that circle, the desert stretch- 
on wery side for many days' journey, without a blade of grass or a 
bush. I now resume the Narrative of my route. 
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BAZAILS O F  ISFAHAN. - EXTENSIVE. --- EQUALLED BOTH AT SHEERAZ AND 
KIRMAN. - LEAVE ISFAHAN. - ARRIVAL AT KASHAN. - ACCOUNT O F  T W T  

CITY, ITS  PRODUCTIONS AND SCITE. - RAPID MARCHES MADE BY THE 
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AUTHOR AND HIS COMPANIONS. - VILLAGE OF MEEANA. - KAFILAN KOH. - 
KUZL-OOZEEN RIVER. - BRIDGE. - STRIKING SCENERY. - JOIN GENERAL 
MALCOLM AT MURAGHA. - CAPTAIN CHRISTIE SELECTED TO STAY I N  PERSIA. 
- FOR WHAT PURPOSE. - ABSTRACT OF HIS ROUTE AFTER HE LEFT THE 
AUTHOR A T  NOOSHKY. - T H E  MISSION QUITS MURAGHA. - ARRIVAL A T  
BAGDAD BY T H E  ROUTE OF SENNA AND KIRMANSHAH. -PASSAGE DOWN T H E  
RIVERS TIGRIS AND SHATOOL ARAB. - THE AUTHOR'S DETENTION AT BUS- 
SARAH. - RETURN TO BOWBAY. 

M A Y  25th. We moved only six miles as a commencement to 
our journey, the day being exceedingly lucky, according to the 

belief of my fellow travellers, and stopped near some ruins and a 
garden. I met the Kasid, or messenger, whom I had dispatched to 
General Malcolm on my first arrival, a little way fiom the city; 
and by the letters that he brought me, I had the first intima- 
tion of his having left Sheeraz on his advance to the Persian 
court. 

26th May. We mounted at one a. m. and after a tedious march 
of forty miles, halted at noon at a small village called Robat, where 
there is a very large Karwansurd, with stabling for five or six hun- 
dred horses, falling to decay. The direction of this march varied 
fiom west south-west to west by north ; it is reckoned ten Fursukhs 
(Parasangs), and the road is level and excellent the whole way. 
Thirty miles fiom Kirman we passed close to Bageen, a small fortlet, 
and the first stage for laden cattle; but our mules were light, and 
therefore we proceeded ten miles fkther. 

27th May- We left Robat at eight p. m. on the 26th, and arrived 
at the fort of KillahC Agha *, at noon on the 27th ; the intermediate 
distance being sixty-three miles, of which upwards of fifty were over 
a hard level tract, interspersed with jungul ; the remainder a well 
cultivated and level plain between the mountains (which here ap- 
proach), with abundance of water. Kill& Agha was once consi- 
dered a strong place, and made a stout resistance against the army 

- 

+ The fort of the master or lord. 
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of Agha Mohummud Wan, when he passed here on his way to be- 
siege Kirman. The fort haa been since repaired, and there is a 
tolerable Bazar, in which all kinds of supplies requisite for a travel& 
ler are to be had. The Kud Iihoda or chief man of the town, hear- 
ing that I was an European, came to visit me, and seemed much 
amazed to find me in the Persian costume, which I now completely 
assumed. He  was in the room some time staring about, before he 
asked where I was, and to the last expressed his doubts of my being 
a real Firingee or European ; nevertheless he was extremely polite, 
and sent me a large dish of remarkably fine cherries, in return for 
which I gave his man a small present of money. 

28tlt Ma!/. From Icillahk Agha to Pa Killah *, a small fort built 
on the summit of a rocky precipice. This stage is above thirty miles, 
whereof the first fifteen 'were across a fertile plain, and the latter 
among, or over mountains with an excessively intricate and bad road. 
These mountains stretch to the northward to the city of Yezd, the 
road to which branches off about three miles from Killah6 Agha. The 
average direction was a little to the southward of west ; and there is 
plenty of forage for horses and camels in this route ; but it is hazard- 
ous to travel it without a well armed party, being a famous rendez- 
vous for highwaymen. My fellow-travellers frllly expected to have 
encountered some of them ; and we all rode while it was dark (hav- 
ing set out about three a. m.) with our pieces loaded, and the matches 
ready lighted. 

29th Ma!/. We left Pa Killah at two in the afternoon, and having 
clambered and toiled over a continued series of difficult and rocky 
Kothrils or defiles, at the end of eight miles Itre came to the town of 
Meenan, consisting of three or four hundred caverns excavated out 
of the face of the mountain, along which they estend for a quarter 
of a mile. Some of these subterraneous dwellings mere dug one 
above another, with a shelving path or steps, to ascend to the upper 

* The firm fort. 
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ones ; but in general they were all on one floor, with a large apart- 
ment in the centre, and recesses on each side. I went into sever$ 
of them, under pretence of purchasing barley and fonge for my 
cattle, and found they were kept in the filthiest state imaginable 
The population seemed to have been formerly larger, as there were 
many caves unoccupied. The inhabitants of Meenan are not ortho- 
dox Moosulmans, but of a sect known by the name of Alioollyahs *, 
who hold, aa the leading tenet of their faith, that the Almighty 
deigned for the benefit of mankind, to appear upon earth in the 
person of Allee, the son-in-law of Mohumud ; they believe the lab 
ter to have been an inspired person, but regard almost all the doc- 
trines of the Koran, as interpolations of the Imams +, who had it 
transcribed in its present shape. This sect meets with greater tolera- 
tion in Persia, than in any other part of Asia, owing to the reverence 
with which the Sheeas are used to consider the character of Allee ; but 
even that does not entirely protect them, and they are often p e m  
cuted, and always spoken of with detestation and abhorrence. Their 
habits are pastoral, and they keep vast flocks of goats and sheep. 

30th May. A westerly march of twenty-six miles, of which ten 
were over a continuation of the range of mountains, and the re- 
mainder a fertile, though chiefly uncultivated plain, brought us at 
eleven a. m. to Shuhr6 Bsbic $ or Bababeg, which has formerly been 
a very handsome city, though now gone entirely to ruin. The 
avenues into the town from all parts, are phted on either side with 
orange, lemon, mulberry, almond, walnut, cherry, and pomegranate 
trees ; and the profusion of those fruits, beside grapes, apples, apri- 
cots, peaches, nectarines, quinces, currants, plums, figs, and pears, 
produced here, is so incredible, that the natives make a proverb of 

' This cannot be translated literafly. It means people who believe that Allee is God. 
t The immediate succeseors of the Prophet were called Imams, or leaders in a reli- 
+ sense. 
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it, and say, If all Persia, save this district, were a desert, Shuhr6 
Babic would supply it with fiuit. The gardens are said, notwith- 
standing, to be much fden off; but, in my opinion, they atill f8r 
surpass those of Isfahm or Sheeraz, in beauty and taste. 

The city-has four gates, h m  each of which long streets lead to 
a market-place in the centre, and divide it at right angles. The 
principal streets, as well as the marketplace, have been covered the 
whole length with domes; but the greater part of those over the 
atxeets have tumbled in, and what remain are in a tottering state, 
The dome over the market-place is atill very perfect, and is the 
largest in Persia 

Shuhre Babic lies equi-distant h m  Kirman, Sheerss, and Yezd, 
pnd the bulk of the merchandize from the two latter cities waa, aome 
years back, conveyed by this route to Bunder Abase; the customs 
of it were then very considerable ; and a Lieutenanbhvernor still 
resides here, who officiates under the superintendance of the Prince 
at Kirman. 

Slat  May. From Shuhrk Babic to a amall walled village d e d  
Robat, on the western confine of the Province of Kirman, the b 
tance twenty-eight miles, a capital road leading over a spsaioua p k  
with many villages, and much culture, particularly in tobacco and 
roses ; the latter were at this time in bloom, and as we rode amow 
the plantations, diffised a dehghtfbl fragrance. The cultivahm 
pluck those intended to make rosewater before they are fh.ll blown, 
and the buds for conserve still sooner. The tobacco of this and the 
neighbouring districts is the mildest and best in the world: it is 
usually sold under the name of Sheeraz tobacco, from an erroneoue 
idea that it grows at that city ; but what is produced there, is not 
comparable in flavour or delicacy. 

My companions regretted quitting the Province of K h a n ,  b&g 
provided with a warrant of the Prince for demanding Soorsaut * for 

Soorsaut is an allowance authorized by Government to be levied on the inhabitants 
of toma  and villsges, by travellers and othera It is eapposed that a deduction is made 

H H  9 
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themselves and cattle, of which they took especial care to avail 
themselves with uniform regularity. The village of Robat is peopled 
by Syyuds, who appear an industrious well-behaved set of mgn, and 
wanting that arrogance and contempt for their fellow-creatures, which 
so often distinguishes those who claim the same descent * . There 
is not a Karwansurak, or any accommodation for travellers here, and 
we were therefore allowed to put up in the mosque. 

A most ludicrous amay occ~lrred during our halt here, between 
the muleteers and a man who happened to be travelling withaus 
under a feigned name. One of the former had a dispute with him 
on some trifling point, which terminated in a challenge to decide it 
by a wrestling match, and they set to in the mosque, the floor of 
which was made of burnt tiles ; the muleteer strove in vain to throq 
our disguised companion, who at length seized a good opportunity, 
and tossed his ' unskilfid opponent several yar& up into the air, 
whence he fell with such violence on the flags, that he lay quite 
stunned. His fellow-drivers, who had previously enjoyed the hn ,  
now thought of punishing the victor, and having prefaced their 
actions with a torrent of abuse,. three of them assailed him; but 
they all shared the same fate with their discomfited brother-whip, 
and were pitched into different corners of the mosque, with joints 
almost dislocated. Subsequent to this rencontre, the winner offered 
to wrestle with six of them at one time, but they had not the' teme- 
rity to enter the lists against him. f 

in the collection of the revenue on this account, whenever it occurs, but -the .cultivators 
never reckon upon any remuneration, for, even though it should be admitted, the chief 
of the place u s d y  appropriates the advantage to himself. This ruinous system is pecu- 
liarly distressing, when a mission passes through the country, as all the fdlowers fancy 
they have a right to the same indulgence, and, if not checked, would not hesitate to help 
themselves. I saw the mules of one party driven into fields of standing grain, when the 
vlUagers refused to obey the warrant. 

* Syyuds are lineal descendants of Mohummud. 

t This man, whose real name was Allee Uskur, w n f d  to me that he was the cham- 
pion wrestler of Persia : his disguise he accounted for by the following story, which C a p  



Id June.' We made two marches within these twenty-four hours'; 
the first fiom Robat to Kurrah, thirty miles over an uncultivated 
plain, overgrown in some spots with jungul ; and the second fiom 
Kurrah to the deserted hamlet of Khoonsar, a distance of fourteen 
miles. Half-way between the two former places, we crossed a  rive^ 
of liquid salt, so deep as to take my horse to the knees ; the surfsce 
of the plain, for several hundred yards on each side, was entirely 
hid by a thick incrustation of white salt, resembling a fall of fiozen 
snow, that crackled under the horses' hoofs ; the stream was likewise 
covired with large flakes of a similar nature, but not comp.act enough 
to prevent the horses and mules from walking through it. mum& 
is a neat village, and travellers can be supplied with every thing in 
its bazar. 

The-country from Wurrah to Khoonsar is picturesque and romantic 
beyond imagination. It. consists nf low and lr~xuriant vallies or 
plains, intersected and separated by ranges of low mountains that 
were green to their very summits, ~ i t h  beautiful turf. Through one 
of these the path is cut out of the rock for fiRy yards and upwards, 
so very narrow that only one mule can pass at a time. The road was 
otherwise very .tolerable, and forage may be had in every vale fiom 

tsin Christie aRerwards told me he had heard at the city of Yezd, his native place. The 
King's principal wrestler about two years before, had challenged any man in Persia to a 
trial of strength in the King's presence, and Allee Uskur travelled up to court for the 
purpose of coping with him. The yard in which they wrestled, had a fountain in the 
centre of it; and after ,some exertions on both sides, the acceptor of the challenge took 
his antagonist up in his arms, and dashed him into the fountah with such tremendous 
force, that he broke his-thigh, and otherwise so dreadfully bruised him that he died 
in a few weeks. The King. banished Allee Uskur from the empire, but he lay concealed, 
and in the ,autumn of 1809, when the King was on his return fkom the plain of Sool- 
taneeah to Teheran, he met him four Fursukhg or n&ly sixteen miles from that city, 
and walked backwards in front of his horse, playing a pair of immense clubs round his 
head, without the slightest intermission, or ever looking at the ground. The IGng was 
so pleased at this display of strength, that he pardoned him, and he once more appeared 
in public, but the relations of tlle deceased wrestler still vowed vengeance Bgainst hilii; 
and at the time I saw him, he was dying from K h a n ,  to which city they had t r d  
him. 
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the Eellyauts, or wandering tribes, who reside under black felt tenta. 
We found an encampment of them at Khoonsar, which is, without 
exception, the most beautifid spot I met with in any quarter of 
Persia A brook glided down the bottom of the dale through fields 
of wheat and rice; the tents were erected on the brow of a hill, 
close to a grove of large walnut trees, that extended along the whole 
side of the valley ; flocks of sheep and goats were browsing on lofty 
precipices within a few yards of the shepherd's door ; and the wm- 
placent looks and active industry of the inhabitants, taught me, for 
the first time, to know, that it was possible to live contented in 
Pemia 

2d June. From Khoonsar to M U Z ~ ,  fourteen miles west, through 
a country, as yesterday, abounding with fine scenery. Muzar is a 
miserable village, without bazar or supplies, although the Eellyauts 
have cultivsted'a considerable portion of ground in its neighbour- 
hood. 

3d J w .  We left Muzar at three a. m. ; and, sRer a march of 
hrty-two miles, halted at sunaet in the plain, there being no village 
within two Fursukhs. The whole of this day, mountains were near 
us on both hands, and the road was stony and rugged ; it lay princi- 
pally through a valley varying from four miles to four hundred yards 
in breadth, with a great deal of impenetrable jungul, but no water. 
At the western end of it is the defile of Ursinjan, so called from a 
town of that name which bore north of us at the thirty-eighth mile. 
This defile, in some places, does not exceed fiftp yards in width, 
and is nearly one league in length. The mountains on each side 
ascend perpendicularly to a great altitude ; and, were its natural 
strength aided by artificial improvements, I think it might be ren- 
dered tenable by a very small division against the largest army- 

The town of Ursinjan is the seat of a Hakim or governor, and 
teemed to be a large place encompassed by extensive gardens. It is 
situated in a valley, encircled by hills that are in the highest degree 
c u l t i v ~ ,  and abundantly stored with running streams, one of 
which turns ten or twelve water-mills in the coiuse of half a mile. 
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4th June. We lee our halting-place this morning at four ti. a, 
and p d e d  over a fertile and highly improved level tract, twenty 
miles ; at the twelfth of which is a neat village named Kunjan ; and 
three miles in advance from it we passed a bridge over the Bnnd 
Umeer river * (here called, by the natives, the Koolbar). The culti- 
vation of rice in this plain is inconceivably great, and my fellow 
travellers informed me that these districts were admitted to be by far 
the richest and cheapest in the Persian empire ; a distinction to 
which they bear sufficient evidence of their claim, as I could at one 
time distinctly count upwards of thirty towns and villages entirely 
encompassed, and connected with each other by tilled ground. The 
road was excellent throughout ; but there are rlumerous small bridges 
built over the canals, that intersect the plain in every direction for 
the purposes of irrigation, that, if broken down, would (for a time at 
least) obstruct all intercourse. Some of these canals are thirty and 
forty feet deep, and usually not more than five or six in breadth. 
The bridge over the Bund Umeer is (like every other work of that 
kind that I saw in Persia) in a state of ruin, and must very shortly 
fall in. When I crossed it, there were many large apertures through 
the pavement of it, across which some one had laid branches of trees 
to warn travellers at night. It consists of twelve arches, and the 
river has a most beautiful appearance from the top of it, gliding down 
between vast districts of rice cultivation, and diffusing plenty over 
the soil. 

Since landing at Sonmeany, I had now performed a journey of 
upwards of one thousand five hundred miles, of which thirteen hun- 

* The Bund Umeer river, or the river of the dyke of the Noble, is so called from R 

Bund, or dyke, built across it abut  eight centuries ago by tke Umeer Azad ood Doulee, 
in the reign of U1 Kadir, the twenty-fifth Iihaliphn of the house of the Abbasyides. 
This Bund was formed for the purpose of confining the waters to one channel, until 
they entered the plain of Mcerdusllt, in which the ruins of Persipolis stand, whence 
they me diverted by canals all over the face of the county. 
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dred were in as direct a line, as the paths would admit, from east to 
west ; and yet'this was the first place in which I had seen a running 
stream sufficiently deep to have taken-a horse above the knee, a con- 
clusive proof of the extraordinary aridity of the intermediate countries; 
and furnishing an example perhaps unparalleled on the face of the  
globe, when the diversity of soil, temperature, and appearance of the 
surface, that I found in them, is taken into consideration. 

After passing the Koolbar, we advanced five miles, and having 
halted for a few hours, nioved on again six miles across the plain. 
Here we entered a narrow valley, between two high ranges of moun- 
tains, which continued in a direct westerly line thirty-four miles to 
the plain of Sheeraz, which city I h d  the antisfactinn of reaching 
'about nine M. on the morning of the 5th June. I immediately 
went to the palace of Mohummud Nubee Khan, the minister of 
Fars, who directed one of his servants to accompany me to the 
house occupied by Lieutenant Little of the Madras Native In- 
fantry, which officer had remained at Sheeraz, on the advance 
of the mission to court, as one of the political assistants .of 
Brigadier General Malcolm, to transact any business that miglit 
arise between the Ambassador and the Government of Fars. About 
two hours after my arrival, the Minister sent several trays of sweet- 
meats and h i t ,  as a present of welcome to me, together with his 
formal -inquiries 'after my health, and I once more began to fancy 
myself a British officer. 

On the 6th of June I visited the Minister, who received and treated 
me with great cordiality and attention. On the 11th I was intro- 
duced to Prince Mohummud Allee Meerza, who is Beglerbeg of the 
Province of Fars, and Governor of the city of Sheeraz. He is a 
remarkably handsome young man, and was most superbly dressed in 
a vest entirely cover4 with pearls and precious stones ; and the style 
and etiquette of his court was quite correspondent in magnificence 
and splendour with his own person. There was, however, nothing in 
the reception different fiom the common forms. I chatted for some 



dme with His Royal Highness, ttuPugfi the Urt Begee or madm d' 
t&e ceremonia, and .fter Kullyans were brought, he signdied trL 
d s h  for me to take leave, 

I have now brought to a conclusion all that portion of my tour 
&rough Be1oochid.n md Persia, which has the advantage of novelty 
to recommend it for p e d ,  and shall theretb~ clore thia N d v e  
wirh a few very brief memonod. of my subsequent profealiDg 
until my return to India. 

The works which have lately appenred from the pena of Mr. Mm 
tiex and Lieutenant Muxlondd Kinneir, of the Mdru Native l n b  
try ', combined with thoee which the world have reatJon to ape& 
from some of the literary gentlemen of the various mkioar thiL 
have of late y a n  been deputed to the Penian eaut, will armpi& 
mu knowledge of tbe present s ~ e  of that empire, in wery poiat of 
.view, to a degree th.c could sarcely have been hoped for; d 
although I did not cease, while in Persia, to pr-te my inquirier 
m srrh subjects M I have included in the preceding sheets, yet, fbr 
the above mason, I feel that it would be moat unnecesauily incrervc 
ing the s k  of t h i~  volume, u emter into my discussion q d i n g  
&em, and more especially so, as &en have bad much longer d 
better opportunities of q d f y i n g  t h e d v e a  fa tbe task. 
- During my rrt.y at Sbetrms, 1 rvdd 111yoe1f of a, good an o p  
runity ta see and visit every p h  worthy of .tteotioa. Those which 
principally struck me, were the garden of the J u h  Noonu, a di, 
plqer of the work& and the tomb of H.tir. The h e r  waa mde 
by the Wukeel Kurcem Khan, Zund,and the summer houwrs e d  
in it, a m m u d  a rwsc e o h d n g  pmrped of the a t j  and ckuxw 
jacent country. One of them is  d e d  the KooWi. Firinke, a 
hmpem'r  hat, from ita f 4  resernbha in sh.ps to aodrcd 
L The tomb of H.ft L gbomy .nb in my opinor, q i y  
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building, but the tranecript of one of the poems of that poet, which 
is cut on it in the most exquisite Persian character, renders it an ob- 
ject of great curiosity. It is said, how truly I know not, that the 
best and oldest copy of his works extant, is kept within the tomb, 
but on my asking to see it, I was informed that the person who h d  
chirrge of thia relique was absent. The white marble with which the 
tomb is formed, is become from exposure to the weather, very much 
discoloured, and adds to the sombre effect produced by the cypress 
trees that surround it. 

I quitted Sheeraz on the 11th of June, in company with John 
Cormick, Esq. surgeon on the Madras establishment, and attached 
to Brigadier-General Malcolm's miasion. Our first march was to 
Zergan, a very nice town, built immediately at the base of a lofky 
mountain, and the second to a garden within one mile of the far- 
famed ruins of Persepolis, where we halted two days to admire them, 
In this second stage we paused the Bund Umeer river, by a ruinous 
bridge of nine arches. It is neither so broad or deep here, as in the 
place I crossed it at on my route from Kirman. From Persepolis 
we took the Surhud or cold road to Isfahan, where we arrived on 
the 27th of June, having made in all ten marches fmm S h e e m  
seven in the Province of Fars, and three in, that of Eerak. The 
dividing boundary is a very deep water-course at the town of Yezd6 
Khaat, a part of which literally overhangs the bed beneath. There 
is an excellent new Karwanaurae here, but all the others on this 
road are in the most dilapidated condition. Although this was 
the wannest season in Persia, we frequently found it so exceedingly 
chiiy, while marching at night, that we were glad to dismount, 
and walk for some miles to warm ourselves. 

We remained at Isfahan eight or nine days, and, in the interim, 
hncl the sincere pleasure of being joined by Captain Christie h m  
Heerat and Yezd. It seldom falls to the lot of man to experience 
sensations of stlch perfect gratification as &is meeting sfforded US 
both, and, if possible, thoae sensations were augmented by its being 
quite unexpected. Captain Christie arrived in the city about dusk, 



unknowing and unknown, and went to the governor's palace to 
request a lodging, which was ordered, when, by accident, one of 
the atteudants observed that there were two Firingees in the .Chihul 
Setoon *; and that he would possibly like to join their party ; he 
accordingly came io the palace, and sent up a man to say that he 
wished to speak to one of us. I went down, and as it was then quite 
dark, I could not recognise his features ; and he fancying me a Per- 
sian, from my dress, we conversed for several minutes ere we dig 
covered each other. The moment we did so, wap one of the happiest 
of my life. 

The greater part of each day we spent in viewing the palaces and 
other curiosities of this immense city. In one or two of the palaces 
there are some very good paintings by European and Persian artists. 
Those of the latter are chiefly of historical subjects, and many of 
the figures are.said to be excellent likenesses. The groupes in one 
or two battles are admirably managed, and though the whole is 
deficient in the very essential point of perspective, yet they convey a 
correct idea of the costume and manner of fighting in Persia during 
the last two centuries. There is likewise one palace built by the 
present Intizam ood doulu, Mohummud Hoossein Khan, and pre- 
sented to the King five or six years ago, which gives a perfect notion 
of the present style of architecture. in Persia The windows of it 
display some very beautiful specimens of stained glass and enamel- 
ling, arranged in couplets in honour of the Shah, and quotations 
from the Koran. Beneath this palace there is a complete range of 
Surdabs, or subterraneous apartments, intended to reside in during 
the hot weather. 

The Bazars of Isfahan are more extensive than any other in Perk ,  
but I look upon the Bazari Wukeel, or Wukeel's Bazar, at S h w ~ ,  
and the Bazari judeed, or new b a r ,  at Kirman, to be no way in- 
ferior with regard to style or beauty of materials. There are several 

+ One of the palaces in which Doctor Cormick and myself were permitted to put UP 
1 1  2 
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gkm llamufiautoriee at .Isf&an, akd some of the bottoms .h 
Eullgans blown and cut there, would do credit to an English 
aobiian. . 

,:Mr. Carmick, Captairl Christie, and I, resumed our journey from 
Isf" on the 9th of Jdy,  and, on the 146h, ieached the city of 
KLrshan. This city, from being nothing more than a heap of ruin& 
M become, within these few years, by the exertions of Mohummud 
Hoossein Khan, Intizam Ood doulu, the moat flourishing place in 
Persia Its staples are copper ware, carpets, and colotzred and 
flowered silks, which latter are exquisitely beautiful. I purchased 
i m e  of them made'in scarfs, in imitation of the richest Kashmeer 
shawls, of which they had all the brilliancy of d o u r  combined with 
the glossy.appeara~ce Qf the silk. Kwhan is situated on the southern 
extreme of the great salt desert that extends northerly to the moun-' 
tains of Mazendaan: The soil around it is sandj., and abounds sa 
plentifully with scorpiohs and tarantulas, that the sting of a' Kashan 
ocorpion is proverbiaL 

A rumour reached us the day we halted at Kashan, that Brigadjen 
General Malcolm was sbartly to have his audience of leave from the 
Ring, preparatory to the return of the Mission to India ; and being 
very deairous of getting up to Oojan, at which place the Oordoo or 
red camp waa then established, previous to that event, we travelled 
with all possible expedition, ten very long marches to Meeana, a vil- 
lage built at the foot of a pass over the Kafilan Koh, or mountain of 
Tigers. At the bottom of this mountain runs the Kuzl Ooeeen or 
golden stream, across which there is a very ancient bridge of eight 
arches of different dimensions. The height of the bridge is immemdr 
and the scenery from the top of it strikingly pict~esque. As you 
ascend the pass there are some ruinous bsstions and walls on the' 
ri&t side of the road, which is partly formed by a very substantial 
cameway, begun by Shah Abass the First, and finished by Shah 
Abass the Great. The Kuzloozeen forms the boundary of the 
provinces of Eerakd Ujumee or Persian Eerak and Aderbejan. 



-. The day we dt ived at Meeana, we were met. t,y a Chnpphc, 
mounted messenger, with letters directing us t6 jok General Ma; 
oolm by the nearest crosa route, at Muragha, twenty Fursukhs to the 
south-westward of Tabreez. We accordingly struck off the high- 
road leading to the latter city, and at the end of the third march 
found ourselves once more in the society of our numerous friends, 
f?om whom we had parted just seven months antecedent at Bombay. 
Within this period Captain &istie had traversed a distance a m -  
puted by him at two thousand two hundred and m y  miles, while the 
aggregate of my routes amounted to two thousand four hundred and 
twelve. 

Captain Christie having been selected by His Majesty's Envoy at 
the Court of Persia, as one of the officers to remain in that country, 
to hlfl that part of the treaty relative to organizing the Persian 
troops, he wrote out a hasty Memoir of his journey in the course of 
a halt of %ve or six days made by General Malcolm at Muragha for 
the express purpose of affording him an opportunity to do so. I 
have annexed an abstract of that report &er our separating at 
Nooshky, as an Appendix to this Narrative, conceiving it a respect 
due to the memory of my friend who, had he lived to revisit India, 
would probably have enlarged and amended it + into a form for pub- 
lication. 

The mission moved from Muragha on the 8th of August, and 
arrived at Bagdad, by the route of Senna and Kirmanshaw, on the 
20th of September following : thence it proceeded by boats down the 
Tigris and Shat-ool Arab to Bussorah, where the public service d* 

* Captain Christie was unfortunntely killed in an attack made by a body of Russian 
troops on the P ~ i a n  camp on the night of the 81st of Octobn, 1812. No officer ever 
died more universally regretted, as none had ever lived more beloved and reepected. His 
acquirements and talents were of the very highest order, and his untimely death wae not 
only felt by his numerous fiienda to be an irreparable loss, but was justly considered 
such, in a public light, to hie country and hip employers, 
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tained me for a period of nearly three months. I then embarked on 
board the Honourable Company's Cruiser Psyche, and landed at 
Bombay on the a h  of February, 181 1, h r  an absence of thirteen 
months and some days. 
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CHAPTER I. 

BELOOCHISTAN. - NAME EXPLAINED. - EXTENT. - N U S E E R  KHAN'S TERRI- 

TORIES. - GRANT BY NADIR SHAH. - GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS. - BOUN- 

DARIES. - VARIETY OF FEATURES I N  T H E  KINGDOM. - PLAN PROPOSED T O  

EXPLAIN THEM. - PROOF OF ITS  MOUNTAINOUS NATURE. - T H E  BRAHOOICK 

MOUNTAINS. - WHY SO CALLED. - DESCRIPTION OF THEM. - CONJECTURB 

REGARDINO THEIR SOURCE. - H I N D 0 0  KOOSH, OR INDIAN CAUCASUS. - 
TUKHTE' SOOLEMAN. - MOUNTAINS OF MUKRAN. - DESCRIPTION OF THEM. - CONNECTED WITH THE HAZARUH MOUNTAINS. - w1r.n SHEPHERDS THAT 
INHABIT A PART O F  THEM. - PROVINCE OF LARISTAN. - I T S  MOUNTAINS. 

- CAPES MOOBARUK AND ARABAH. - KOHISTAN. - HOW FORMED. - BUSH- 

KURD. - NAME EXPLAINED. - INHABITANTS. - KOHE' NOUSHADIR, OR SAL- 

AMMONIAC HILL. - COMPARATIVE MAGNITUDE O F  T H E  MOUNTAINS OF 
BELOOCHISTAN. - DETAIL OF IT. - DUSHTI BE DOULUT. - KOHUN WAT. - 
DIAGONAL MEASUREMENT. - ALLOWANCE T O  BE MADE FOR INFLEXIONS O F  

THE ROAD. -INSTANCE OF ITS NECESSITY. -ALTITUDE OF THE BRAHOOICI~ 

RANGE. - NATIVE OPINION. - HOW PROVED. - THE CITY O F  KELBT, I T S  

HIGHEST POINT. - THE AUTHOR'S CONJECTURE RESPECTING ITS PERPENDI- 
CULAR HEIGHT ABOVE THE SEA. - THE GROUNDS OF HIS REASONING. - 
DEFILES. - TEMPERATURE O F  RELAT. COMPARISON BETWEEN T H E  BRA- 

HOOICK MOUNTAINS AND T H E  PYRENEES. - RECENT MSCOVERIES TEND T O  

ESTABLISH T H E  MOUNTAINS O F  ASIA AS T H E  HIGHEST I N  T H E  WORLD.- 

FURTHER DISCUSSION DEFERRED. - MOTIVE. - T H E  SAXE APPLICABLE T O  

T H E  BROOKS. 

ELOOCHISTAN, or the country of the Belowhes, compre- B hends all that space within latitudes 940 501, and 30' 40' north, 
and longitudes 58" 55', and 670 30 east ; in addition to which there 
are one or two of its provinces stretching far east and west, whose 
exact longitudinal limits cannot be defined, until I come to treat ~f 
them respectively. 

K K 
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The whole of this vast tract constituted at one time the dominions 
of Nusseer Khan, father of the Khan of Kelat, on whom it was 
bestowed in the year one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine 
by the Persian conqueror Nadir Shah, together with the title of 
Reglerbeg of all Beloochistan. On the authority of that grant, I have 
availed myself of that general term ; but as the political state of the 
country has undergone an entire change since the period of its date, 
it becomes requisite to establish geographical divisions in attempting 
a description of it. 

The boundaries of Beloochistan, in its largest acceptation, are to 
the southward, the Indian ocean or Erythrean sea ; northward, 
Seistan and the country of the Uffghans ; westward, the provinces of 
Laristan and Kirman ; and to the eastward, a part of Sinde and Shi- 
karpoor, a district in the hands of the king of Kabool. Within 
these bounds are comprised the under-mentioped divisions, which 
shall be discusued in the order in which they stand ; and I afterwards 
purpose annexing a summary account of the present state of the pro- 
vince of Sinde, of which the ruling chiefs and a large portion of' the 
population are Belooches. 

DIVISION I. The provinces of Jhalawan and Sarawan and the dis- 
trict of Kelat. 

DIVISION 11. The provinces of Mukran and Lus. 
DIVISION 111. The province of Kutch Gundava and district of 

Hurrund Dajel. 
DIVISION IV. Kohistan, (the country of hills), or the Belooche 

country, west of the desert. 
DIVISION V. The desert. 
DIVISION VI. The province of Sinde. 
It may be readily conjectured, that in regions of such great extent, 

the features would vary so much, ss to render inadequate any essay 
that might be made, to give a correct delineation of the whole under 
one head; and I shall therefore confine myself in this place, to an 
introductory view of the principal mountains, their connexion with 
those of circumjacent kingdoms, their varibus ramifications and ten- 



dencies within the limits of Beloochistan, their comparative altitude, 
length and breadth, with such other faets of a general nature as may 
enable my reade* to comprehend with greater facility, the more 
detailed remarks that the divisions will severally demand I 

In traversing Beloochistan from the province of Lus to the fion- 
tiers of Uffghanistan, between the sixty-fifth and sixty-seventh 
degrees of east longitude, I found it uninterruptedly mountainous. 
This stupendous racge, to which I venture to assign the appellation 
of the Brahooick mountains, from the people (the BnBoo6) who 
inhabit them, is the primitive root of almost all the others, and con- 
sequently, merits peculiar attention in this disquisition, in which, 
influenced by its formation, though contrary to usual practice, I 
shall commence from the southward, and trace its progress fiom the 
coast to the inland extremes. 

I t  springs abruptly to a conspicuous height and grandeur out of 
the sea at Cape Mowaree, (Monze) in north latitude 2$, east lon- 
gitude 66' 5B1, whence it assumes a north-easterly direction for ninety 
miles ; it there projects a ridge east by north, the base of which is 
washed by the river I d u s  at the fort of Sehwan ; however, this is 
so secondary in size that it only deserves notice as being the most 
easterly point of the whole. From the separation of this arm, in 
latitude 25" 45' to that of 30°, the primitive body runs due north ; 
now marking the western limits of Sinde, Kutch Gundava, and a 
part of Seeweestan, as it formerly did that of Hindoostan ; it thence 
once more regains its original inclination to the north-east, and de- 
creases in magnitude and eletation so rapidly, that in the course of 
forty miles it sinks to a level with the hills inhabited by the Kaukem 
and other Uffghan tribes, with which it becomes incorporated. 

Were I to extend my inquiry farther in this quarter, or had I 
begun this examinatio~~ of the Brahooick mountains h m  the upland 
regions to which I have followed them, I hope with sufficient ex- 
plicitness, instead of the coast ; it is evident, ihat in either cases, 
it would be necessary to investigate the origin of the hills with 
which they unite ; but, as doing so would induce a lengthened dis- 

K K  2 
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sertation totally irrelative to the geography of Beloochistan, for 
-that, and other reasons, I purposely avoid interfering with the 
subject. * 

To the westward, the Brahooick mountains are far more compli- 
cated. At their emergence from the ocean, their breadth does not 
amount to thirty miles from the base at one side to the other; an 
extent strikingly diminutive with their comparative loftiness, but, 
from the latitude of twenty-five degrees and a half, they progres- 
sively sweep round to north, north-north-west, north-west, and west- 
north-west, expanding over several degrees of longitude, and send- 
ing fbrth many collateral piles, all inferior to the original, some of 
which pass west the whole length of Beloochistan, and conjoin with 
the mountains of Persia, others elongate southerly till they iouch 
the sea, or come within a few miles of it, and then either take the 
inclination of the coast, or subside in the low and barren plains in 
its vicinity, while the main body, or rather it8 western face; stretches 
-away north-west by north, to the twenty-eighth degree of north la- 
titude, where it meets the south-eastern corner of the sandy desert, 
about the sixty-fourth degree of east longitude: thence it inclines 
with a northern aspect between the northeast and north points of 
the compass to Nooshky, in latitude 30" north, from which place it 
runs more easterly, till at length it gradually sinks, like the eastern 
front, to a size of equality with the Uffghan hills, and can no longer 
be treated as a distinct series. 

Among these hills, however, there are, in this quarter, interspersed 
numerous towering ridges, generally coming from the northesstward, 
and terminating, on the edge of the desert, between the sixty-sixth 
and seventh degrees of longitude. And it is not at all improbable, 
but the Brahooick range, the extreme limits of which I have now 
defined, might have been traced to a coalition with them, and cor- 

', The geographical and historical account of Uffghanistan lately published by the 
Honourable M. Elphinstone contains the fullest particulars of these mountains, Sic, 
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r&tly denominated 'an enlargement of a southern branch of that 
enormous pile, known by the name of the Hindoo Koosh, or Indian 
Caucasus, whence the Hazaruh or Paropamisan range has. its origin, 
and extends westerly to the borders of the Caspian sea A branch of 
it is also often called KohC Sooleemanee, or the mountains of Solo- 
mon, from a celebrated peak called the Tukhte Sooleman +, that 
constitutes its most elevated point ; these lying, however, far beyond 
the bounds, I have assigned to this sketch, demand no further notice 
fiom me. 

Within a few leagues of the same spot at which the western face 
of the great body isdrepelled by the sandy desert, an immense mass 
disengages itself, and diverges in a variety of ramifications to the 
southward and westward ; one of the latter, of a superior bulk and 
elevation, establishes a barrier against the further encroachments of 
that desolate waste, which I have allotted as the fifth division of 
Beloochistan, by running along its southern base, in a direct west- 
wardly line, for upwards of two degrem ; ther~ce it suddenly alters 
its course, from a cause that. shall be hereseer exhibited, to north- 
west, which direction it retains for fiRy miles, and then gradually 
recedes still more westerly, converging with divers lesser ranges, that 
here advance from the westward, to one focus. These all become 
consolidated, about the thirty-first degree of north latitude, into 
a narrow, though, at intervals, very lofty ridge! which extends 
between the fifty-ninth and sixtieth degrees of longitude, so far to 
the northward, that it seems to be in some measure united, by de- 
tached hills, with the Hazaruh or Paropamisan mountains, to the 
westward .of the city of Herat, the capital of the province of 
Khorasan. 

This chain divides the provinces of Seistan and that part of Kirman 
called the desert t from each other ; and likewise marks the extent 

' 

The throne of Solomon. 
t See the account of that province, Chapter XVI. Part 1, 
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of the existing titular authority (for it can here only be called such) 
of the Kings of Persia and Kabool. It partakes of the unproductive 
and desolate nature of the regions which encompass it, is ill supplied 
with wood or water, and thinly inhabited by a race of shepherds 
so wild and uncultivated, that even the Belooches designate them 
savages. 

The next range, in point of size and distinction, originates at the 
eouth-western angle of the Rrahooick mountains, about one degree 
and a half to the southward of that last mentioned, with which it runs 
~arallel for upwards of two hundred and thirty miles, both recipro- 
cally protruding arms, that ccnnect them so intimately, that had it 
not been for the intervention of some capacious and barren flats, 
added to their eventual total disjunction, they might have been accu- 
rately examined as one mass. ARer holding the same course for the 
distance I have stated, they meet a weighty and powerfid pile of 
mountains opposing their further westerly progress ; which obliges 
one of them, as I have dmuly  shewn, to wind to the northward: 
that, which is now under consideration, splits into two portions, each 
of which having 'made a short circuit, they again unite in a body ; 
which, hence, tends to the southward of west, and progre8sively 
forces its way, spreading or contracting according to the height and 
variety of the eminences it surmounts, to a conjunction with the 
mountainous 4 o n s  of the Persian province of Laristen, amongst 
which it is completely overwhelmed and lost. From the commence- 
ment to the final disappearance of this range, many branches like- 
wise shoot fiom it to the southward, and form headlands on the . 

mast of Mukran. Of these, Cape Urboo (Arabah), within &n 
leagues of sonmeany, and Cape Moobaruk (the Bumbarrack of our 
nautical charts), on the confines of Persia, are the highest. * 

The -1 Moobank, or Cape Moobaruk of the Arab-navigators, has been 
drangely perverted by etymologists. It is so called from the Kohk Moobaruk, viz. the 
mountain of welcome, situated about nine miles inland, and first seen by ships at sea, 
when coming fiom the eouthward. Niebuhr writes ~ohum-barrick and calls it loose sand, 
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Those mountains that have their source to the westward of M b ,  
finding no exit in the quarter towards which they first incline, recoil, 
as it were, on their primary body, and coalesce in a very confused 
heap, which the native Belooches call Kohistan, or the land of moun- 
tains *. The most western district of this tract, according to the 
late Captain Grant t, is named Bushkurd, a compound word, im- 
porting it to be the residenae of the Kurd or Koord Belooches $. 
Some of its towering peaks are visible from Bunpoor, a distance 
exceeding one hundred miles. 

Previous to the junction of the several piles composing the 
Kohistan, they disperse numberless inferior ledges of rocky hills, that 
stretch in uneven and often interrupted linee across that part of 
Mukran which I journeyed through. These are by slow and imper- 
ceptible degrees compressed, on one side, by the wilds of Kirman ; 
and, on the other, by that range which the Kohistanee mountains 
turn northerly, until they unite in the manner and place detailed in 
a preceding paragraph. A few of them likewise bend to the south- 
west, and constitute that continuation of mountains that I passed the 
day I quitted Basman 9, and in which the Kohb Noushadir, or sal- 
ammoniac mountain, is situated. These all end in abrupt cliffi on 
the edge of the sandy waste that Beparates Bushkurd from Numan- 
sheer, and are excessively rugged to their very foundations. 

The comparative magnitude and height of these stupendous chains 
now claim our regard, and here we find that the Brahooick again 
outvies all the others. At its utmost expansipn, in the twenty-eighth 

from which we find that, although he had some idea of the orthography, he had none of 
the derivation of the word. His errors have misled others at a distance; and th- 
English officers who have visited this coast have been too inattentive to rectify the 
mistake. There are not ten places, h m  the Indus to the Shatool hb, that WO& be 
intelligble to a native, pronounced according to our maps ! ! ! 

From Koh, a mountain ; and Stan, a seat or place. 
t Vide Narrative. Diary of the 1 Sth April (note). 
$ From the Persian verb Bashudun, to dwell ; and Koord, the name of the tribe. 
$ Vide Narrative of the a 1st el. 
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degree of north latitude, it is nearly two hundred miles broad, and 
from Nooshky, to the low and fertile champaign of Seeweestan, along 
its northern front, it may perhaps be one hundred and thirty. In 
this line, however, there is a gap, nearly mid-way, of thirty miles, 
caused by a bare plain, whose sterility is sufficiently indicated by its 
appellation of the Dushtibedowlut * or desert of poverty. The 
Brahooick range contracts itself quickly as we approach the sea; 
and at Kohun-wat," the southern extreme of the province of Jhala- 
wan, it is not above forty miles fiom east to west ; %a breadth which 
it holds nearly to Cape Mowaree (Monze). 

Lengthwise, or perhaps, more strictly speaking, diagonally, its 
greatest measurement is fiom south-south-east to north-north-west, 
in which ~arallel it exceeds two hundred and eighty miles ; and, if 
we draw a line due north throughout the whole, it will not be under 
one hundred and ninety. In this and the foregoing paragraph, it is 
to be recollected, that I speak exclusively of direct bearings, and 
make no allowances for the inequality and curvature of the roads, of 
which a partial idea may be Gamed from the following circumstance. 
Measuring, on the map from Bela, the chief town of Lus, to Kelat, 
it does not appear to be quite one hundred and sixty miles ; whereas, 
the absolute distance between these two places proved, by the most 
accurate computation that Captain Christie and I could make, to be 
two hundred and ninety three, or nearly as much more. 

This range is admitted to have attained its greatest altitude at 
Kelat, from which city, agreeable to the natives, whatever route he 
may pursue, a traveller must descend ; but the country seemed to 
me to verge in so very trifling a degree, for a long way on either 
side of that capital, that it is not perceptible by the eye. I t  conse- 
quently requires some other expedient to ascertain the level ; and, as 
none can be more decisive or simple than to trace the brooks, I made 
the fullest search on that principle, and afterwards established my 

' Sometima the Duehti bedar, or uninhabitable waste. 
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opinion, which is almost wholly coincident with that above d- 
luded to. 

The streams in the valley of Kelat run to the north-esst; and, at 
Kapotho, nine miles to the southward, they take an opposite d i r ~  
tion. To the westward, the equality of height appears to be so weU 
ascertained, that I have every reason for believing it to be an exact 
table-land hom the village of Koor, seven miles north-west of Kelat, 
to the mountains of Sarawan, on the edge of the desert. This is not, 
however, by any means, to be deemed a flat traCt, on the contrary, 
it abounds with lofly precipices, lrnd ridges whose summits are often 
obscured with clouds ; but, taken in a large sense, the bases of sll 
these form a surface so even, that the torrents caused by heavy rains 
force their passage in every direction, except immediately towards 
Kelat, nearer to which they do not approach than the village above- 
mentioned. Eastward of that city, the same feature characterizes 
the country for twenty-five or thirty miles ; whence the slope becomes 
gradual into the plain of Kutch Gundava I cannot, however, say, , 
that it is uninterrupted ; rather the reverse ; for many of the leailt 
accessible Lukhs, or defiles, in Beloochistan lie in these parts, and 
obstruct the mountain rivulets on every hand. But I collect wbqt I 
have here &rmed, horn finding that the waters of a Munzilgah *, 
called Sirri Kujjoor, situated about seventy miles north-east of Kelat, 
make their way, sometimes above, sometimes under ground, through 
a succession of narrow glens, to the same level territory. 

As I was unprovided, during my tour, with a barometer, or other 
instruments, that might have assisted me in finding out the perpe- 
dicular height of Kelat, as the most elevated spot of the Brahooicb 
mountains, it is only by a comparison of fwts that 1 am prepared to 
offer my sentiments on that head. Although the obliquity be not, 
as I have before stated, visible in. the immediate gicinity of thrqt 
capital, yet to the southward we found a very marked one, fh place8 

* A halting place ; from Munzil, a stage; and Gall, a p h .  

L L 



m m t i o g  to steep defiles and hills, for a day's journey at s time, 
until we reached Rodenjo within twenty-five miles of it. Hence, to 
Gu&, seven miles north of the city, I conceive the slope to be 
un&stinguish&le ; but, in travelling fiom the latter village to 
Nooshky, we crossed over six lofky Lukhs, or passes, whose descent 
to the northward was invariably double, and on one or two occasions 
fourfold the ascent on the southern f e .  The accumulated differ- 
ence of these would, alone, be equal to a very great declension 8 , 
and yet, sRer we had got to the bottom of them, and came in sight 
of the desert, we found ourselves prodigiously elevated above its sur- 
face, and a seventh Lukh remained to be passed down, the declivity 
of which was, apparently, double that of all the others *. Even then 
We were OR a raised plain, the waters of which, when augmented 
h m  any cause, such as rain or the melting of snow amongst the 
neighbouring mountains, escape towards the sea, by various outlets, 
In the province of Mukran, with excessive velocity. 
a The temperature of Kelat likewise serves to corroborate its amazing 
elevation ; however, as I mean to offer, in the sequel of this memciir, 
some observations on the seasons of all the divisions, *I shall be very 
brief in my deductions from that source at present. That city and 
the neighbouring districts, though scarcely more than five degrees 
and a half removed fiom the summer solstice, are subjected to a most 
~igorous winter ; and snow lies, even in the vales, from the close of 
November till the beginning of February. Rice, and certain other 
vegetable productions that require warmth of climate, will not thrive 
here ; and wheat and barley do not ripen so soon as in the British 
Isles t. From a philosophical estimation of all these concurrent par- 
ticulars, it is inferible, that the extreme altitude of the Rrahooick 
.mountains is not inferior to that of some ridges, which are celebrated 

the loftiest in Europe* ; nor shall we long admit this with sur- 

t Vide Diary of the 9th March, Part I. 
t Kelat is in latitude 2 9 O  61 north. 
$ To f i r  a conjecture on a point of this kind may appear futile; but I do so with 

cautious diffidence ; and yet allow it will probably be very erroneous. Judging from the 



prize and doubt, when we find that recent discoveries teach us to 
look to Asia as the seat of the most sublime and stupendous piles on 
the face of the earth. + 

I am not aware that any of the other ranges of mountains within 
- the boundaries of Beloochistan are entitled, either from their mag- 

nitude or elevation, to a critical recapitulation in this introduction ; 
and more especially, as a review of each province will afford me an 
opportunity of partichizing any obsemable localities that may 
have been heretofore neglected with respect to them. For a similar 
reason, I shall likewise defer the unimportant obsemations that the 
streams will require; here merely premising, that there is not a 
aingle body of running water in the northern parts of this country, 
worthy of a more eminent appellation than a rivulet, unless when 
swoln by partial floods to a tumultuous and unfordable torrent, nor 
one, even of that description, that can be said to flow through a 
regular and unbroken channel to the main, as will be seen when-they 
come forward in the fixed rotation of the divisions, to a consideration 
of which I now turn my thoughts. 

eye, of the Lukh or pass nearest the desert, and comparing its apparent length and oteep 
ness with some of the Ghauts of India, of whose ascertained height I am apprized, I 
should pronounce its summit to be five thousand feet from the sandy fiat beneath. If we 
moderately, add one moiety of this for the other six passes, between that spot and the 
city of Kelat, and grant the desert as the base of the whole, to be elevated of itaelf five 
hundred above the level of the ocean, it produces an aggregate of eight thousand feet, 
an elevation exceedmg by one eighth the altitude of the lofiest point of the Pyreneea 

+ The late Lieutenant Macartney of the Bengal army who vat as survvor with the 
mission to Kabool in 1 80410, estimated the mountains of Hindoo Kooeh at more durn 
twenty-two thousand feet; and Lieutmant Webb of the same service, who wtm deppted 
in 1807 to diocover the source of the Gangp, by a mean of o b s d o n s  & the 
Himalayeh range twentyene thousand feet above the plains of Rohilkund. 

Vide Pisiatic Researches, vol. xi. p. 644. Calcutta edition. 
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IUBDUED BY THE BBAHOOUL 

T HE provinces of Jhalawan and Sorrrwm, together with the i m  
terjamnt district of Kelat, which d have appropriated u the 

first division of Reloochistan, are exactly comprised within the corn- 
pus of t he  Bnbooick range of mountains. &er we have rejected 
that portion lying to the a o u t h w d  of the  twenty-sixth degree of 
latitude To define their boundaries, in addition to what bm been 
mid, may therefore appear s u p d ~ o u s  ; but I am induced to  do  no, 
.s i t  will enable m e  to  circumscribe tbeir several extents with greater 
precision. 

A~dawan,  which is the  most loutherly, and likewise the Lgest, 
has to the southward the pwvince of Lus  and a part of Alukrcur ; 
northward, the district of Kelrrt md h w a n ;  eastward, puts of 
Sinde and Kutch Gundava ; and westward, bfukran. It contains. the  
Thuks, or  districts of Wudd, Khozdu, Nd, Yundum,  Zuhree 
and Ldee, h i t i e  two or  three otliers of  less importance ; and, even 
to enter into a long description of these would be to  no purpom, they 
have each a chic6 whow authority is l i m i t 4  by, though not derived 
from, the Khan of Kelat, os I s h d  h r d e r  explain. 

Zuhrre is the l u p t  town in this province, it givw a name to 8 

Thuk or district, dm to  a tribe of Brahooes, of whom Q d i r  B&& 
i s  the S i d a r  or  Itruler, and contains tiom two to t h  t h o u d  
horn,  pmteckd  by a mud walL In the  province of Jhahwan, them 
ia not a bnuk Iarper tlian tllr O o r n r h ,  which I mw in February, 
xhcn  it wan not more than three j.rb wide and ten inches deep in 
dry wnwes; it f r ~ v ~ s c ~ r t l y  c m 2  to flow, but a b u n h i c e  d warn, 
even for cultivation, can at  d l  timcr be p r o c u d  b j  ciigp6ng a few 
f-3 in thc  h u l  of it, u rd  of nlan! ainlilar nlountain atrcarnn. 

Sorawan is bun t l ed  to thc n o r t l i w d  by the Uffghur Irills, .ad 
the caqtcrrr side of thc dc*-rt M-parating it from Kantlahar ; south- 
wan1 it hus Jhalawan rnci Kclat ; captward, Scvwecstan alld Kutch 
Gunrlava ; and westward, ttrc desert ; its divisions are Sooshlry, Iioor, 

I I 
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#oohuk, Paeenkothul, Sirroh, Kishtan, Khanut, &c. these need 
&mark, save the general one I have made on Jhalawan ; they have 
neither towns or villages of a fixed nature, and the Brahooe Toornuns 
me constantly moving in search of pasturage. 

'The district of Kelat, strictly speaking, belongs to the province of 
Sarawan, fiom which it has become customary to distinguish it, be- 
txuse the Khans of Kelat have usurped the privilege of bestowing 
the revenues accruing fiom it on their Khanuzads * and dependants, 
without reference to the chiefs of the Kheils that dwelt within its 
precincts, the result has been, that they have insensibly withdrawn 
h m  it, and persons of the former description exclusively cultivate 
and enjoy the soil. 

In drawing a comperison between these two provinces, I find one 
of them possessing some natural advantages over the other ; Jhalawan, 
though amazingly ~ountainous, boasts of two or three s m d  plains 
or vallies, such as those of Wudd, Saherab and Khozdar, while, iD 
43arawu1, it is said, that there is actually not a level space, the cir- 
cumference of which would exceed a few miles, except the desert 
tr& of the Duahti be Doulut, alluded to in the preceding chapter ; 
the climate of the former pmvince is also more temperate, and rain 
falls so fkequently, that it make8 the soil, otherwise poor and stony, 
in a greater degree A b l e  and productive ; notwithstanding these 
h v d 1 e  circumstances, it is calculated, that the population of Sa- 
ram, exclusive of the Kelat district, is twofold that of Jhalawan, a 
fact to be attributed to some unaccountable predilection in favour of 
the northern countria. 

The city of Kelat is at present, and has been for generations, the 
capital of these provinces ; it also held, at one period, that pre-emi- 

Khanuzsde are household ~laves. The term is derived from Khanuh, a house, and 
Zaeedun, to be born. Some account of the customs of the Beloochee with regard to 
their slaves, will be found in Chapter IV. Part I. T h e  Khanuzada bemg of o ruperior 
class, are always kept near the persons of their chi& and employed on all a S n  of great 
trust. Their character and station is considered k h l y  reepectable, and, even aRer t l q  
are enfranchised, and rewarded with a portion of soil, they retain the appellation. 
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nenee over dl Belooehi.tro, and f b m  being the neat of the only 
re@ form of government, that 1 have been able to come at 8 

knowledge of, among the Belooches, its modem annals are connected 
with, and will include most essential points in thoge of the other di- 
vision& I therefore purpose attempting to comprcsll the whole into 
this and the following chapter, in the moat r rguh and pwpicuoua 
manner that my unconnected and scanty m a t a d s  will permit ; but 
prior to commencing that endeavour, a few rummrry remarb on the 
earlier accountcl we have of these regions, may seem requisite in 8 

treatise of this kind. 
In the course of my investigations on the Bcluochea, it has fh 

quently recurred to me, that there w u  no spot in the ancient he& 
phere, the interior of Africa excepted, that bd remained ao long 
unexplored, and of which such erroneous rad eonWctory opiniolu 
had been formed, as the first division of B e b o & h a  The G r e e k  
from whom we possess the earliest knowledge of the western frontiers 
of India, were either so t o d y  ignorant of tkis tract, or found it by re- 
port to in. so inlrmpitnblc a waste, that they have been almost silent with 
mqmt to it ; thrv saw that it was mountainous, and lcuned that in it 
thcrc was a race of n r t i v m ,  whose manners and occt~pations resembled 
tbc Scvtl~ims, whence they denominated it Indo-Scvthia, tho* 
that would S a m  to have been only strid! applicable to a very s d  
portion of the south-eastern akirts of the Brahooick range, in com- 
mon with a tract cxtcnding to the confines of the Province of 31001- 
t.n, the racirnt Alalli; md, in f a  I am very dubious whether the 
uj~pcr prts of it were at dl inhabited until long suhquent  to the 
period of' the Jlwetlonian maquest, my muons for which I shal l  
herpatter assign. 

Ali*sanclcr Ilinlwlf, c r l l  cluittirlg Pattala (said to be Tattrh) on the 
Indus,procc~ulcul, with his artaj-, throupll the donlinionr of i he r\nbita, 

pnrt of tlw l)ribwntlt l'rovintr. of IAS, urd in it forded the Arabin 
( l c m l  r i  r .  To tlit. w ~ s r r r a r r i  of that dimirl:~tivt. strtrrnl, Ilc 
t rnt c-rurl t 1 1 t u  tcnrritorv of tllt* Onuitcv, anci thi*nrc-, cnbhsing uvtr  onc 
raligi* of rnountclir~~ hc clitc*red thc Province of (;rdri,sia (3lukrall). 
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in which his troops were thinned by the accumulated hardships of 
thirst, famine, and fatigue. This march was incontestably to the 

. southward of the Brahooick chain, and had the Greek historians 
been even less explicit, the nature of the country alone must have 
decided any question that might have arisen on this point *. 
:- Craterus, who was charged with the guidance of the heavy bag- 
gage and invalid soldiers, by Arachosia and Drangiana, as certainly 
marched far to the northward ; for those provinces are included 
within the modern ones of Kandahar and Seistan, no part of either 
of which lie even in a parallel of latitude-with Beloochistan. We 
may beside unequivocally conclude, that as that General was pur- 
posely detached to shun the deserts of Gedrosia (Mukran), he would 
not shape his progress through a region in which all the obstacles 
experienced by the divisions headed by the King in person, would 
have been augmented, by the labour of forcing a passage among in- 
accessible cliffi and deep defiles. 

Posterior to the Greek invasion, and the partition of that vast em- 
pire, on the demise of Alexander, we meet with no further mention 
of these countries, unfess. in the unconnected and fabulous legends 
related of the Guebres or ancient Persians, for a lapse of above nine 
centuries and a half. The Hindoo emperors of India were obliged 
to pay tribute to, and acknowledge the supremacy of, the monarchs 
of the successive dynasties of the Seleucidoe, Arsacide, and Sassan- 
ides, who sat on the throne of Persia, within that round of time ; 
so that the communication between the two nations, must have been 
defined and frequent, but being carried on either by sea or the 
northern route of Khorasan, it threw no light on the intermediate 

Had Alexander come to the Poorally river in the rainy season, he would in all like- 
lih'ood have found it unfordable. &fy D i  of the 30th January, will demonstrate this 
fact, and had he once entered the Province of Jhalawan, the most southern exit his army 
would have fowd, had been the wqd from Khozdar, in latitude 2'7' 641 north, to Punjegwr- 
Vide Map. 
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countries that form the basis of this inquiry, and they sunk into 
their original and possibly merited obscurity. * 

Ninety-two years aRer the epoch of the Hijree t, the Khaliphas of 
Bagdad, incited by the combined motives of zeal for the Mohunhmu- 
dan faith, and desire to revenge an insult that had been offered to their 
dignity by the idolators $ of Sinde 9, dispatched an army against that 
kingdom, by the same route that the Macedonian hero had selected 
on his return to Babylon, nearly one thousand years antecedent. 
This force is expressly stated to have kept close along the sea-coast, 
that it might be certain of a supply of water, which is always pro- 
curable, by digging a foot or two deep in the sandy beach ; it con- 
sequently knew nothing of the inland regions, nor was any attempt 
made, as far as I can learn, during the administration of the 
Kaliphas of the  house^ of Oommyuh and Abbasu, to explore 
them. 

When Muhmood, the successor of Subuktaghi, the first Sultan ,of 
the Ghaznuwee dpssty, in the plenitude of his power, tubed his 
arms towards India, he subjugated the whole of the level districts, 
west of the river Indus, to the very base of the Brahooick mountains. 
His son M u s d ,  extended these conquests still more westerly into ' 
Mukran ; he adhered, however, to his f&her's plan of not ascending 
those lofty ranges ; and all subsequent. invaders of Sinde wem to 
have been guided by their example ; or if they did penetrate a short 
way, it was merely a casual inroad, generally m d e  in pursuit of a 

* In an ancient Manuscript History of Guzenrtte, I find tbat Shah Beheram Gore, 
King of Persia, came to the former kingdom in disguise, and returned through Neemmz, 
the present province of Seistan, with a large m y ,  having been discovered in India on a 
hunting party. This was in the reign of thc Hindoo Emperor Rajdeo, a d  in the fourth 
century of the Christian era. Seistan WM then a fertile and populous country, now it is 
a desolate  sand^ waste. 

t k D. 677. 
$ Hindoos, such is the appelhmn bestowed on them by Mohummudan writers. 
j Vide Division V. Chapter XII. 

w M M 
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discomfited enemy, and without any aim at a permanent con- 
quest. * * 

This is ascribable to two distinct causes, the poverty and the im- 
perviousness of this tract ; the former was so well ascertained at an 
early date, that the compiler of the Chuch Namuh, the best history 
of Sinde extant, states that those infidels (Hindoos) who would not 
conform to the doctrines of the Koran, were driven to the mountains, 
there to perish by famine and cold. Wilds thus spoken of, I pre- 
sume were void of people, and from this epoch I shall hereafter fix 
the first regular settlements in the provinces of Jhalawan and Sara- 
wan, or at le& their most elevated districts. Ample proof of the 
second operative cause may be collected from all that I have 
noticed regarding these regions, and were it necessary to strengthen 
what I have advanced, on the certain gr0und.q of ocular demonstra- 
tion, numberless instances might be adduced, of their having been 
retired to as a place of temporary refbge, during the wars between 
the T d r ,  Puttan, and Moghul competitors for the sovereignty of 
Hindoostan and Persia. So lately even as the year 1806, Prince 
Kysur, one of the royal family of Kabool, fled to Beloochistan, and 
his security in these fastnessess was so confessedly understood, that 
no means were taken to pursue him, although unattended by any 
force. In conclusion, I may observe that the utterly unknown state 
in which this country has heretofore remained, is evident from a 
glimpse of all maps either ancient or modern, that include it. In 
none of them has it any designation f- except in the term Belloo- 

Musaood, the son of Muhmood, had collected an army in Mukran, to invade these 
countries, but the appearance of the Seljuke Tartars, who then first began to make a 
figure, called him OK 

t Major Rennel has carried the province of Mukran to so high a degree of north 
latitude, that it includes both Jhalawan and Sarawan, but the information obtained 
by that able, and generally correct geographer, relative to the southern parts of 
Sinde, and the countries westward of that province, seems to have been defective, 
and has led him into mistakes. I may perhaps occasionally differ very materially both 
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gees, or Bloatchees, which are mere orthographicpl corruptions of 
the denomination of one class of its natives, in my opinion, leas proper 
than the Brahoohs, (who are all mountaineers,) to bestow a name on 
the land they inhabit. 

We are now arrived at that period when some indistinct memory 
of the historical events of Beloochistan begin to be orally preserved; 
but to render them intelligible, it becomes not merely proper, but 
indispensable, that I should subjoin a few words on the origin of the 
various classes of the natives, the reasons and date of their primary 
emigrations to this uninviting land, and the manner in which they 
seem to have apportioned the soil. My readers will perceive, as they 
advance, that my sentiments on these points .are mostly conjectural. 
More cannot be expected of people destitute of letters,. and that 
epirit of curiosity which lesds less barbarous tribes to investigate, 
whence they sprung. I have not however neglected to draw my in- 
formation from the best sources, and to exclude d that was fabulous 
and uninteresting. 

As neither the Beloochekee or bahooekee are written languages, 
all accounts are traditional, and entitled to little credit. (The 
Belooches, or people who speak the former, ascribe their own origin 
to the earliest Mohummudan invaders of Persia, and are very desirous 
of being supposed to be of Arabian extraction. They spurn the idea, 
usually entertained, that they are descended &om one stock,with the 
Uffghans ; and a circumstance, which they always urge, almost de 
monstrates the truth of this denial, namely, their proximity to that 
nation, and their nevertheless speaking a distinct dialect. 

h him and Monsieur d'hville, who is just here in fewer errors, but I have neither 
the abilities nor the wish to criticise the valuable geographical labours of thoge learned 
authors in any degree, my aim is to detail fscts as I found them. The i h b h a t s  may 
have cbanged since the days of Alexander, the h e  of the earth cannot reasonably be 
supposed to have done so, and as I have seen the latter, I may claim, without arwgating 
$0 myself', a right to speak positively. 

M M 2  
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I am not, how,ever, by any means willing to admit, implicitly, their 
claims as the first propagators of Islamism, an honour to which every 
petty tribe aspires ; at the same time, there can exist little doubt, 
but they came from the westward. The affinity-of the Beloochekee 
to the Persian language, affords, of itself, strong evidence in favour of 
this position ; to back which, we still see that the majority of the 
Belooche nation dwells on the western fmntier ; a fact to which, they 
My,'Beloochistan owes its present name ; for Nadir Shah, who con- 
ferred the title of Beglerbeg on Nusseer Khan, knowing more of t b t  
people than the Brahds ,  named the country sRer them. Admit- 
ting this minor question, of their having migrated from the westward, 
to be established, the principal one stands yet undecided. Under 
what description of the natives or conqueror8 of Persia are we to 
range the Belooches ? My unaequaintance with any of the Turkid 
or Tartarian dialects, deprives me of one great clue to a solution of 
this query ;.but as neither their features, their manners, nor their 
language, bear the smallest similitude to those of Arabs, I reject 
them totally. % 

In the beginning of the fiflh century of the Hijree, the SeJ.juke 
Tartars appeared, for the first time, in Khorasan ; and, in the short 
space of ten years, their leader, Toghrul Beg, wrested that kingdom 
fiom the house of ahaznuwee. I t  was ceded to his successor Alp 
Aarslan, and constituted a part of the Seljukide dominions, until the 
extinction of that race, about one hundred and fiRy years posterior to 
Toghrul Beg's having assumed the title of emperor. Within this 
lapse of time, the Belooches are alluded to, both by that general 
term and particular tribes ; and, what is even more decisive, as 
dwelling in the very districts which they people at this hour. . 

To think of following the frequent bloody revolutions, which ex- 
tinguished one body of freebootemto make room for another, is quite 
foreign to my purpose. We learn, from the most authentic relations 
of tk Greek and Asiatic historians, that as these armies became dis- 
membered, either by the death of their generals or a defeat, the 

I I 
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barbarians who composed them wandered over the country until they 
found an advantageous place to fix themselves, or entered the service 
of some more fortunate chieftain than their own, <as mercenaries. 
Such, in my opinion, was the case with the Belooches; and, that 
they are of Toorkuman * lineage, various circumstances go to prove. 
Their institutions, habits, religion, and, inehort, every thing but their 
Iansngua.ges, are the same : this last anomaly is easily explained. The 
Seljukes had long settled in Persia, which was then justly considered 
the richest and most delightful clime in Asia, where they naturally 
adopted the collaquial dialect, and brought it with them, on their 
expulsion by the Kharizmian Princes ; who, in their turn, gave way 
to the Moghuls of Jungeez Khan. This dialect has not yet under- 
gone more alteration than an intercourse with bordering nations 
might be expected to bring about. 

As it may seem feasible, to some of my readers, to trace the Bt+ 
looches from a Moghul origin, I shall summarily offer my additionid 
reasons, to those stated above, for giving the preference to the Toor- 
kuman ; and leave the point, if deserving of further inquiry, to be 
settled by some one better qualified for the task. The former nation, 
whose history is more fully recorded than any of the others I have 
adverted to, firat began to make a figure under the great Jungeel; 
Khan ; and he, or his immediate descendants,-overturned all pre- 
ceding dynasties. The unremitting enmity of the Kharazmian kings 
forced vast hordes of them to fly from Persia, after they had been 
colonized there for many years. The fugitives are said to have gone 
to Seistan and the neighbouring countries, which are those of Sinde, 
Seweestan, and the Brahooick mountains ; and in the Mujmuool 
waridat, or compendium of occurrmes, which includes an abstract of 
the history of the two former, it is-mentioned, that there were upwards 

The Seljukes I call Toorkumang in conformity with the native authorities I have 
consulted. They, a well as the Moghulg are of Tartarian origin ; but to speak of them 
as the same nation would be as likely to confound, as a person writing on Europe, to 
include Spaniards and Frenchmen under the common term of Eurqems. 
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of ten thousand Moghuls residing in the city of Tattah, so long ago 
the year of the Hijree '743 *, where they had a Muhul, or quarter, 

assigned to them, d l e d  the Moghulwarra, a distinction it retains at 
this time. From the same source, I a130 learn, that in A. H. 734, 
Jillodah Khan, a Moghul chief, marched from Seistan with six 
thousand men, and coming unawares through the mountains, ravaged 
all the plain on the west of the hdus, between the twenty-sixth and 
twenty-ninth degrees of north latitude ; but, at last, being surrounded 
by the army of Noosrut Khan, then the viceroy of Mooltan, Outch, 
and Sinde, he capitulated ; and, on swearing allegiance to the empe- 
m's Ullawuddeen t, was granted a Jageer $ for himself and followers, 
m d  pardoned. 

These examples suffice to shew, that the Moghuls were, in one era, 
resident in these countries ; but the successive invasions of Hm- 
doostap, which ultimately subverted the Puttan dynasty, and esta- 
blished the ancestors of the reigning monarch, afforded those restless 
and insst ide plunderers too fak an opportunity of enrolling them- 
dves,  once more, under the banners of their countrymen, to be 
missed ; and they quitted their newly acquired possessions to pastake 
of the spoils of India. So universal was this impulse, that no trace 
of their progeny now remains ; at least, that can be positively ascer- 
tained to be such, or is acknowledged : and it seems improbable that 
any cautae for the total disappearance of the &nies I speak of, save 
a voluntary migration, would have been passed over in silence by 
the Asiatic historians of the day, who are the only authorities I have 
to rest upon. 

The particular manner in which I have dwelt on the descent of 
the Belooches, prompts me to hasten over that of the other tribes of 
Beloochistan. Had I been directed by the relative bulk of the popu- 
lation, or the existing rank of the chiefs, the Brahooes ought to have 

* A.D. 1328, 

1 A grant of land. 
t AUa I. Vide Dow's Hindoostan. 
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taken precedence ; but their history is peculiarly obscure and unin- 
teresting, and therefore calls for little notice. They seem to have 
been a nation of Tartar mountaineers, who settled at a very early 
period in the southern parts of Asia, where they lived an ambulatory 
life in Kheils, or societies, headed and governed by their own chiefs 
and laws, for many centuries, till at length they became incorporated, 
and attained their present footing at Kelat, and throughout Beloo- 
chistan, by an event which I shall presently describe. 

I t  is impossible to form more than a supposition, nor is it in any 
way material to this enquiry to know, what the nature of the region 
was from which they migrated to Beloochisttin ; but their pursuits and 
way of domestic life afford the strongest reason for believing that they 
were originally mountaineers ; and some among themselves ffirm, 
that their very name demonstrates this by its signification, being a 
compound of the affix Bu, on ; and Roh, a word said to mean a hill, 
in the dialect still spoken in some parts of Thibet. Such reasoning 
is, however, not entitled to any great dependence, though supported 
by the collateral evidence of the Belooches being called, in one quar- 
ter of the wuntry, Nharooes or Nurohees, which, if we admit the 
former derivation, means lowlanders, i. e. literally not hill-men ;" 
a name they received from the Brahooes when they came amongst 
them, and evinced a preference for the champaign districts, low 
vdies, and plains. 

In the observations made on the Brahooe nation, in the first part 
of this work, I have stated that its remote annals are highly embel- 
lished with fabulous traditions *. I had it, at one time, in contem- 
plation to have inserted a succession of those fictions ; but I soon 
discovered that it would have been an unprofitable task to scrutinize 
a series of absurdities, that, taken in any shape, are irreconcileable to 
common reason. The sum of them appears to be, that they imagine 
themselves the aborigines of the country, and peculiarly favoured by 

Vide Part I. Chapter IV. 



the Arabian Prophet ; who, they aver, paid them a visit one night, 
mounted on a dove, and left several Peers, or saints, amongst them 
for their spiritual guidance *. The remains of forty of these dc$fied 
preceptors are believed to be buried under n mountain about seventy- 
six miles north of Kelat, whence it is called the Koh6chihultunY or 
mountain of forty bodies t, and flocked to, as a pl&e of Zearut, or 
pilgrimage, by both Moosulmans and Hindoos. 

Removed as it were fiom the world, among their native moun- 
tains, the greater number of Brahooes have not the slightest concep 
tion of any thing anterior to Islamism ; except, that an universe did 
exist. Thus much they learn from the Koran, and that, even, most 
superficially ; for, as few or none of the wildest of them can read that 
&k, they necessarily trust to the interpretations of illitertite mendi- 
.cants, who find it a lucrative independent of the oom- 
mendation they fancy due to their zeal, to travel from one Kheil to 
another, propounding the divine law, as it best suits their purposes. 
A religion so uncertain and ill understood, quickly paves the way for 
idle romances, and a superstitious proneness to the marvellous and 
incredible legends of their forefathers keeps this people in utter 
barbarism. 

Of the Dehwars I shall say but a few words. I had, at one period 
of my inquiries on Beloochistan, conceived them to be a colony of 
Guebres or ancient Persians, that had been forced to embrace - the 
Mohummudan faith, and fled fiom their persecutors; but by more 
recent investigations, I discover that the same people are to be re 
cognised in many different parts of Asia by various names, that they 
all speak the same pure Persian, coincide in manners and occupations, 
and, what is even more remarkable, they all, as far as I know, live 
under the same restrictions and immunities as those of Beloochistan $, 

I have heard the same tradition applied to the UQhans, but mat .likely when the 
Prophet wan abroad he would take a circuit. 

t From Koh, a mountain ; Chihul, forty ; and Tun, a body. 
$ Vide Part I. Chapter IV. Account of the Dehwars. 



which is of itself presumptive proof that they have been at one time 
refugees from another country, and allowed to settle, on entering into 
a compact with the ruling authority. 

The first hostile appearance of the Arabs in Persia, as the p r o p a p  
tors of the Koran, is usually allowed to have taken place about the 
eighteenth year of the Hijree, (A. D. 603.) but it was not before the 
thirtieth or thirty-first, that they penetrated into the south-eastern 
parts of the provinces of Kirman, Eerak6 Ujumee, and Mukran, 
where they met with little or no opposition, for Yezdigerd, the laat 
of -the Persian Kings, who had, according to some accounts, resided 
for many years at Yezd, and to others, at Kirman, being de- 
serted by all his troops, who, to use the words of the Mmulman 
historian, eagerly grasped at the Light of Heaven, which the 
Prophet had sent amongst them: fled through Seistan, and was 
eventually assassinated by some of his apostate subjects. 

After hie death, the dispersion of the Guebres became universal, 
and the Mooslim forces drove that unhappy sect before them, in 
their advance to the eastward, until it entirely disappeared*. S u b  
sequent to this period, the histories which I have looked into, contain 
no hrther notice of the Guebres till the reign of M- about 
the year of the Hijree 427, who found a few of them scattered here 
and there in the provinces of Mukran and Seistan, whence it would 
appear they have since returned into Persia, and are chiefly settled 
at Yezd. -f- 

I have here given the literal translation of the original in the Mujmuool Waridat, 
or Compendium of Occurrences, because it is somewhat enigmatical. The compiler 
quotes the Mirat ool Junnan (Mirror of P*), and G d u h  Namah (5$& His- 
tory), but writes with all the virulence of an enthueiast, in lieu of the hnpddiq of .a 
historian. I fancy that he here means to assert that the' proselytes, r e h  a ~ d  marlyre, 
included the whole race. His style is elsewhere exceedingly obscure ; he speaks undb- 
tinguishably of the Parsees and Hindoos, as ICafirs and Guebreq both words 
infidels, and I have, in following him, supposed a meridian to divide thore people. I 
have done so at the sixty-fiRh degree of longitude, as I shall her& prove that the 
Hindoos extended h west of the Indus. 

t Vide Part I. Diary of the 27th March. Note on Atush Kudus. 

N N 
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The two foregoing paragraphs contain an epitome of the arguments 
on which I had grounded my belief of the Dehwars being descend- 
ants of the Guebres, and as I can perceive nothing but their num- 
bers to militate against the possibility of that still being the case, I 
have thought it worth stating my opinion, as a clue to others who 
may be inclined to prosecute the inquiry. 
. The Hindoos are the remaining class of the natives of Beloochis- 
tan, and I shall simply add, that I deem them to have been the first 
colonizers in the upper part of the Brahooick mountains, on their 
being expelled from Sinde, Lus, and Mukran, by the armies of the 
Khaliphas of Bagdad. This event more properly .appertains to the 
account of the former province, which is comprized in the sixth 
division of this Memoir, and to it I refer my readers. 

From the period of that expulsion which took place, as I have 
stated in a preceding place, in the ninety-third and fourth years of 
the Hijree, I have no records whatever of Beloochistin for many 
centuries. The natives say that the Hindoos followed their mercan- 
tile avocations, and that their Rajahs exercised a lenient authority 
over those Brahooes who ventured to settle near their towns. The 
latter people, and the Belooches, gradually spread over the country ; 
and at length the Hindoo power was subverted by a revolution, which 
placed the ancestors of the pre~ent Khan of Kelat on the Gaddee *. 
This revolution and subsequent events up to this day, may be styled 
the Modern History of Beloochistan, and I shall proceed to an ex- 
amination of it in the next chapter. 

Gaddee literally means a pillow, but it is applied, aa well as Murnud, to the throne 
on which Hndoo and other princes usually sit. 



CHAPTER 111. 
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SEIZE T H E  GOVERNMENT. - UNCERTAIN ACCOUNTS OF SUBSEQUENT EVENTS. 

- SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. - ABDOOLLAH KHAN. - INVADES T H E  PROVINCE 

OF KUTCH GUNDAVA. - HIS SUCCESS. - NADIR SHAH'S INVASION OF HIN- 
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THE MONARCHY OF KABOOL FOUNDED. - NUSSEER KHAN'S POLICY. - REA- 
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QUELLED. - NUSSEER KHAN DIES. - H I S  FAMILY.- H I S  CHARACTER CON- 

SIDERED AS A SOLDIER, A STATESMAN, AND A PRINCE. - T H E  AUTHOR'S 

IDEAS REGARDING HIM. - H I S  SUCCESSOR. -ANOTHER CIVIL WAR. -COM- 

PROMISE BETWEEN T H E  COMPETITORS. - BREACH. - DEFEAT AND DEATH O F  

ONE O F  THEM. - FAMILY DISSENSIONS. - RESULT O F  THEM. - DEFECTION 

OF CHIEFS TRIBUTARY T O  KELAT. - CAUSE. - CLOSE OF T H E  HISTORY T I L L  
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. - THE AUTHOR'S SENTIMENTS ON THEM. 

'IT is impossible to fix, with any degree of precision, the period at . 

which the revolution just alluded to occurred, but I mi led to 
conjecture it was not two centuries ago. I offer thia surmise, on the 
grounds of the reigning family having held the chief authority ever 
since. Its genealogical descent is said to be 

1. Kumbur, father of 
N N 2  
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2. Sumbur, father of 
. 8 Mohummud Khan, father of 

4. Abdoolla Khan, father of 
5. Hajee Mohummud Khan, brother of 
6. Nusseer Khan, father of 
7. Muhmood Khan, the present ruler ; 

And as the six former chiefs, with the exception of Hajee Mohum- 
mud Khan, died or were killed at an advanced age, I think we may 
estimate their lives at one hundred and fifty years, or rather more. 

Previous to the aggrandisement of this family, Kelat had been 
governed by a Hindoo dynasty for many centuries, and the last 
Rajah was either named Sehwa, or that had always been the heredi- 
tary title assumed by the princes of his race, on mounting the Gad- 
dee. This last surmise seems to be the best founded, because the 
city of Kelat is, at this hour, very frequently spoken of as Kelatk 
Sehwa, an appellation it is more likely to have derived from a line 
of governors than one individual, unless, as was the case with Nus- 
seer Khan, he was distinguished for great talents and virtues. 

Sehwa himself resided principally at Kelat, while his only son, 
Sungeen, officiated in the capacity of a Naeb or lieutenant-governor 
at Zuhree. The administration of both those princes is avowed to 
have been very equitable, and affording every possible encourage- 
ment to merchants or other sojourners in their territories. Sehwa 
was at length obliged to invite to his aid the mountain shepherds 
with their leader, against the encroachments of a horde of depreda 
ton from the western parts of Mooltan, Shikarpoor, and Upper 
Sinde, who headed by an Uffghan chief, with a few of his followers, 
and a Rind Belooche tribe, still famous for its robberies, called the 
Muzarees, infested the whole country, and had even threatened to 
attack the seat of government, which was then nothing better than 
a straggling village. 

The chief who obeyed the summons was the Kumbur, whose 
name stands at the head of the genealogical list, at the commence- 
ment of this chapter; his ancestors were believed to have been 
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originally Abyssinians *, and he was considered the lineal descend- 
ant of a famous Peer or saint, who worked many miracles in his 
time. This gave Kumbur and his adherents a weight and respects 
bility among their countrymen, to which neither the numbers of the 
latter, nor the hereditary possession of the former, gave them any 
claim, for his paternal property was very trifling indeed, and lay in 
the district of Punjgoor in Mukran., 

On their first ascending the lofty mountains of Jhalawan and Sa- 
rawan, these auxiliaries were allowed by Sehwa a very small pit- 
tance, on which they could scarcely support life ; but in a few years, 
having either extirpated or quelled the robbers against whom they 
had been called in, and finding themselves and their adherents the 
only military tribe in the country, and consequently masters of it, 
Kumbur formally deposed the Rajah, and assuming the government 
himself, forced numbers of the Hindoos to become Moosulmana, and 
put others,. under the cloak of religious zeal, to death. 

Sehwa, the Rajah, with a trifling portion of the population, fled 
towards Zuhree, where his son Sungeen was still in power ; but their 
new enemies daily acquired fiesh strength by the enrollment of other 
tribes under their banners, and at length succeeded in driving them 
from that retreat, whence they repaired to the cities of Shikarpoor, 
Bhukor, and Mooltan, -and obtained an asylum among the inhabi- 
tants, who were principally of their own persuasion. 

Sehwa is said to have died during the latter part of this rebellion, 
and his son Sungeen, being made a prisoner, abjured his faith, and 
embraced Islamism, which example was adopted by a good number 
of his followers, who still retain evidence of their former r w o n  in 
the name of their tribe, being Gooruwanee T. These are now set- 
tled in Kutch Gundava, and are .reputed to be a quiet laborious 

The word Kumbur in the Belooche language aigni6es an Abyssinian, thence Kum- 
buranee, the name of the tribe to which Muhmood Khsn belongs. 

t Gooruwanee, disciples of a (3ooroo or Hindoo priest. 
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set of men, more like the Noomrees of Lus, than' mountain 
Belooches. 

Subsequent to the accession of Kumbur to the Musnud, the his- 
tory of this country is involved in the same obscurity it was in dur- 
ing the Hindoo dynasty ; and indeed it would have been useless to 
have made further inquiry among a people who have no written 
documents. His successors appear to have gradually laid aside their 
enmity to the followers of Brahma, and by holding out every in- 
ducement, succeeded in recalling many of them to reside and trade 
under their authority. the same time they did all in their 
power to incorporate the wandering shepherds into tribes, rewarding C 

those who acceded to this plan with large tracts of land, free of 
taxes or any kind of stipulation, save that of acknowledging the 
paramount authority of the head of the Kumburanees, and furnish- 
ing him with quotas of troops, regulated by the exigency of the 
service they might be needed for, and the extent of the tribes on 
whom he might be pleased to make a call. 
- This peaceable system was, according to all oral accounts, for we 
have no other to depend upon for these points, persevered in till 
the time of Abdoolla Khan, the fourth in descent from Kumbur, 
who being an intrepid and ambitious soldier, turned his thoughts 
towards conquering Kutch Gundava, then held by different petty 
chiefs, obedient to the authority of the Nuwwabs of Sinde, to whom 
the most of them likewise paid tribute. A very large levy was 'ac- 
cordingly called forth, and after various successes on both sides, the 
Kumburanees possessed themselves of the sovereignty of the portion 
of that fiuitful plain which they still hold, including many fine dis- 
tricts, and the chief town Gundava. 

It was during this contest, that the famous Persian conqueror 
Nadir Shah, commonly called in Europe Thamas Koolee Khan, ad- 
vanced from Persia to the invasion of Hindoostan, and while at 
Kandahar *, dispatched several detachments under experienced g e n e  

Kandahar, the capital of the Dourrtnee country, lies about three hundred miles north 
by west of Kelat. 
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rals into Beloochistan, who established the monarch's authority in 
that province, and sent the two sons of Abdoolla Khan, the chief 
of Kelat, to the royal camp, as hostages for the good behaviour of 
their father, who was continued in the government of the country 
by Nadir's orders, but was very shortly after killed in a battle fought 
at Khanpoor in Kutch Gundava, between the forces of the Nuw- 
wabs of Sinde and his own army. The victory was, however, de- 
cidedly in favour of the Brahooes, and the Sindians finding they 
could no longer make a stand against them, retired, after ravaging 
the country, and destroying all the towns and villages. 

On the death of Abdoolla Khan, his eldest son, Hajee Mohum- 
'mud Khan, who, as already related, was in the camp of Nadir 
Shah as a hostage, having been invested by that king with the usual 
Khiliiiit *, repaired to Kelat, and took into his own hands the reins 
of government; he soon, however, evinced his total incapability to 
support the dignity of his late father, and, in a few months, the . 

Sinaans seeing this change, returned with an army into Kutch Gun- 
dava, but the Belooches and the other inhabitants of that province 
were so exasperated by the cruelties and devastation they had unne- 
cessarily practised on flying from it the preceding year, that they rose 
in a body and chased them across the Indus, along the eastern bank 
of which river they marched home. 

In the interim, Hajee Mohummud Khan had abandoned himself to 
the most tyrannical and licentious way of life : amongst other duties, 
he levied nearly treble the Bazar tolls that had been collected by his 
father, who had made them as light as possible, in order to give en- 
couragement to trade ; he ordered that no Hindoo should be allowed 
to live within a distance of his palace, which was so great, that it 
expelled them all from their shops, and when they expostulated, or 
fled, he confiscated their property to his own use. In fact there 
was no proceeding, however nefarious, to distress that class of his 
subjects, that he did not aim at ; he revived a very oppressive and 

An honorary dress. 
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disused custom, by which he, as the lord paramount of Kelat, had 
a right to enjoy the bride's company on the night of a Hindoo's 
nuptials, and even wished to extend this law, evincing the abject 
state to which the Hindoos had been reducea *, to all his Moosul- 
man Ryots.? 

The people had groaned under this system for the space of two 
years and some months, the town of Kelat was nearly deserted, and 
the heads of tribes had ceased to attend at the Durbar, or to pay 
even the semblance of obedience to the commands of Hajee Mohum- 
mud Khan, when Nadir Shah, on his march fiom Sinde, passed within 
seventy or eighty miles of the seat of government, and dismissed 
Nusseer Khan, the second son of Abdoolla Khan, and brother of 
the tyrant, with a KhilUt and other honourable marks of the royal 
favour : this prince had accompanied the victorious monarch to Delhi ; 
and, on every occasion, shewed such proofs of courage and sagacity, 
that Nadir; it is said, advised him at a public levee to depose hia 
brother, and restore the country to its former prosperity and quiet ; 
on his arrival at Kelat, he was, therefore, - hailed by the few inhabit- 
ants it contained, and, indeed, the whole population of the province 
as their deliverer ; and finding that expostulation had no effect on 
his brother, he one day entered his apartment when alone, and 
stabbed him to the heart $ ; the guarch'made not the slightest o p p  
sition to this scene, and the moment the tyrant was dead, they d+ 
clared Nusseer Khan their chief: he accordingly mounted the Musnud 
amid the universal joy and rejoicing of his subjects, and immediately 
transmitted a report of the events that had taken place to Nadir 

This law was said to have been established by Kumbur on his first seizure of Kelrrt, 
more to deter Hindoos &om settling there, than from any other motive or paasion. 

t Ryots, subjects. 
$ Thin t d o n  is told in two mys. One as above, the other that Nlrslea Khan 

took the palace guards into the mom with him, and made them dispatch his brother. 
This seems at 6rot to be the most probable, but Nueeeer Khan ever after spoke of the 
act he had committed with sincere gri4 and said, that nothing but the web of hk 
country and countrymen could ever have induced him to do ro. 
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Shah, who r m  then encamped near Kuldahar. The  Shah wan g.. 
tifitxi by the intelligence, and dispatrhnl a Furmane ; by return of 
the messenger, nominating N u r m r  Khan Heglerbg ot' all the tern- 
t o r i a  comprising the first five divisiorla of this memoir. 

Nuweer Khan c o m m e n d  his reign by auch acts aa were likely to 
secilre the fidelity and esteem of his subjects. He revoked the 
greatmt part of the trxea imposed on m e d u d b e  by hin W e r ,  
fixing them at the present moderate standard ; and the tolls on honer 
and cattle of all dcvcriptio~~s he entirely abolished; he  publicly ek- 
pressed his dinapp.pprohtion of religiour controversies, whether bet&- 
the t w o  WAE of M-ulmans, or either of them, and the Hindom, 
whom he invited by wery encouragement fiom Shikupoor d orher 
trading town& being well r w u e  that they would prove m i n d -  
culabie benefit to his dominion& AE an inducement for tbcm to 
aettle at Kelat, h e  not only allowed them the h e  exerciae of their 
religion, but re-cstabhhed r p t ,  ~ p p o s e d  to have l een  mde by 
the immediate m a e m o r  of Kumbur, empowering the Hind- to 
levy for the maintenrurce of Brahmins, and a pagoda, one quarter 
of a rupee on every camel lcmd of goods that entered the b. 

Ili. next .tep WL to d l  upon all the chief% who held by Llituy 
tenure to hrnbh their quot.s of troop, and having, by that 
mure collected a very l u g e  force, he  nurched h m  Kelrt, nuJlP 
through Khordu and Punjgoor, and proceeded to Kedge, the apit.l 
of the province of S i u k m ,  where he remained rape time; tbars 
he moved westerly u Eu u the torm of  Eumurkund, w the frmtiar 
of hL territories ; and taking a circuit to the aorthwud, came b d  
t o h i 8 c a p i d b y t h e r m t e o f  h c k u l d K h m .  I n t b e c o l ~  d 
this p- he inquired into d arranged the in& govaamsnt 
d 1 the proviofs  and di.cricta in h b  dominions, d m nmchiqg 
Keht, applied himself to the improvement of that a t y ,  b u U q  th 
p r s e n t  &rti6c&ms, uld k i n g ,  at hi' own a- m y  gar- 
dens in the valley, which, having stocked with hit - bmybc 
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K W  and Per& he made preseata of them to deserving 
people, offering rewards for the finest specimens of h i t ,  gain, &e 
He likewise received the submission of all the Belooche and other 
chieftains in Butch Gundava, and came to the determination of 
p i n g  a part of every winter in that province, a practice still ad- 
Bered to by his son. 

On &e .death of Nadir Shah, an event that took place in 1'747, 
Muweer Khan acknowledged the title of the King of Kabool, Ahmed 
Shah Abdalli, who then founded the dynasty which stiU reigns in 
that country. In doing so he seems to have been actuated by a 
consideration of the proximity of that kingdom to his own dominions, 
and a wish to avoid a war ; for he did not consider himself tributary 
to that monarch, but rather an inferior participator in the division of 
Nadir Shah's empire. In 1768 he d a l d  himself entirely inde- 
pendent, and Ahmed Shah dispatched a hrce under one of hie 
ministars to chastise this alleged presumption. The Khan again 
levied his feudal troops, and totally routed the Uffghan army at the 
village of ~Priqouradh, seventy miles north .of Kelat. On the 
news ?f this discomfiture reaching court, the King himself marched 
with strong reinforcements, and Nusaeer Khan waa worsted in a 
pitched battle, bught at Mustoong, three miles i h m  the hmer 
field of action. He retired in good order to Kelat, where he had 
previously made every preparation for a vigorous resistance ; and the 
vietor, as he had anticipated, followed him, and invested that place 
with his whole army. The siege was protracted by the intrigues of 
sane chiefs in the Douranee service ; and aRer the .royal troop8 had 
been foiled in three Dttempts to take the city by storm or surprise, 
amogdidiion was proposed by the King, which ended in a treaty to 
the follming purport : 66 That the King was to receive the cousin of 
' Nweer  Khan in marriage, as a pledge of their future fiienhhip ; 

and! that the Khan waa to pay no tribute whatever; but, when 
a called upon, was to furnish troops, and to transport them at his 
" own expence to the royal camp ; aRer which, he was to receive an 

allowance, in cssh, equal to half their pay." The Khan also ex- 
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pmssly stipulated, that he and his suaceesors were never to rssbt 
itl a civil war ; a clause to which they have strictly adhered 

(6 throughout all the dissensions respecting the Ksbool dominions *." 
This treaty having been ratified, the King returned to h d A h P r  
with his new wife and some of her relations, amoag whom were the 
Khan's mother, and Beheram Khan, a brother of the lady thst the 
King had espoused. 

I t  is related as an anecdote of Nusseer Khan's military talesna, d 
also one that tended to shorten the siege of Kelat, that he one dsy 
observed Ahmed Shah saying his prayers on a carpet spread in front 
of his tent : he instantly loaded and pointred one of the cannon of the 
fort, and struck, with the ball, the spot on which the King had juet 
before prostrated himseK The monarch, as it is said, made irmne- 
diate overtures for the negotiation, and &exwards csmplimented the 
Khan ,on this proof of his skill in gunnery. 

In 1'761-2, Nusseer h n  was ,calhd ,upc~n, by Ahmed Shsh, to 
wmmpany him, on his second expedition into l%mbodm. H e  
joined that monarch, with his troops, at the city of U o e ,  in the 
Punjab, and was present at a battle fought between the S e ' i  and 
the Uffghans, in which the former were defeated with great slaughter. 
The Khan afterwards returned to Kelat ; while the King a d v d l t o  
the relief of Delhi, which was then threatened by the remnant ofthe 
troops of the Mahratta confederacy that had escaped-at the battle )of 
Panniput t. In 1769, the whole of the Persian chiefs formed a cas- 
lition to attack the U a h a n  dominions to the westward, and Nuweer 

When Captain Christie and myself were at Kgelat in 1810, Shah Muhmood, one of 
the competitors for the throne, wrote to Muhmood Xhan, desiring his aid againet 
Shoojsool Mook. The Khan's reply wag that he was ready to assist in 
invaders fiom the dominions of the Kings of Kabool, or to provide his troops h r  foreign 
oervice; but, that hie father's treaty with Ahmed Shah was a snfficient answer to the 
present demand. 

t The battle of Panniput was fought in January 1761. An excellent and detailed 
account of it is to be found in the Third Volume of the Asiatic Researches, London, 
F i  Edition, Page 9 1. 

0 0  2 
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Khan again attended Ahmed Shah to meet this invasion. The 
Prince Tymoor, and some experienced generals were detached to 
give the Persians battle, near the city of Mushed in Khorasan ; and 
when the day had taken a decided turn against the former, Nusseer 
Khan, with three thousand choice Belooche cavalry, made a most 
desperate charge, and beat the Persians back. A second instance, of 
aimilar gallantry and judgement, occurred at Tubbus * during this 
campaign ; and on the close of it, the King bestowed upon Nusseer 
Rhsn, as a reward for his eminent services and a proof of his own 
gratitude, the districts of Shal and Mustoong, north of Kelat, and 
that of Hurrilnd Dajel, on the eastern bank of the Indus ; to hold in 
perpetual and entire sovereignty. In return for these princely dona- 
tions, the Khan voluntarily agreed to send a thousand men, as a 
yearly subsidiary for the protection of the province of Kashmeer. 

Some years after these events Beheram Khan came from Kabool, 
d i t h e r  he hod attended his sister on her marriage with Ahmed Shah, 
and began to foment disturbances by claiming a greater portion of 
the revenue than his rank gave him a title to ; at last, nothing leas 
than an equal share of the government with Nnsseer Khan would 
satisfy him, and both parties necessarily took the field, to decide the 
question by the sword ; Beheram Khan was defeated in several skir- 
mishes, and eventually sustained a complete overthrow in a desperate 
engagement fought at Koohuk near Kelat ; he retired to Kabool, and 
did not again appear in Beloochistan during the life of Nusseer Khan, 
who died, after a very happy and prosperous reign, at an extreme 
great age, in the month of June, 1795, leaving three sons and five 
daughters. Muhmood Khan, the present chief of Kelat, his eldest 
son, was then a boy about fourteen years old 

' Numeer Khan, by a feint, led the Tubbusee troops into an ambuscade ; and, when 
in conbion, charged at the head of his cavalry. The consternation became universal, 
and the whole Persian army was literally destroyed. Tubbus lies about three hundred 
md twenty milea from Herat. Vide Appendix, Captain Christie's Journal, date 7th Jim- 
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If we contemplate the  character of h'usseet Khan, whether am l 
soldier, a etatesman, or  a prince, and d l  to mind the people among 
whom he WM placed, we shall find in him a most e x t m l d i n v  corn- 
bination of d l  the  virtues attached to those -ions and duties. He 
began his career under the odium of having put his own brother to 
death ; and yet such were tlje pan@ he  auf&red, when h e  h.d l e k  
to rdlect on that act, that even hin enemies pitieti him ; and his con- 
duct thrwfghout life proved that h e  had believed i t  to be a duty in- 
cumbent on him to  nacrificc his brother in order t o  save his country; 
hc  could not have been d u z l e d  by the hopes of wealth, M h e  never 
lived in better style than his attendants when in the field, and aherred 
n to ta l  i l i r r rmnt  to rich- ex+ ullle m a n s  of  r e r d i n g  rnn i t  
nrril in~pror  irrn t l ~ r  i -m~rl i tbt~ of his ml,jnlr ; Ire wldom de p m  
r m t v  in monvr.  nnil fiequcntly ..id he  h d  retnarked, that doing *, 
mrnt~r:~?! ifllf.nc** : but d e n  ~ t h  brought him a sprrimn 
of' Ili.; Ilnt~tliwrlrk. Ilc would order him ten o r  twelve timer thc  value 
o f  it in cloth and other nwmsruies As a statesman, hc  reconciled 
t o  hir authority in a fm njonths an immenae kingdom, b t o d  
upon him b~ a cruel conqueror ; and wlut pmvm his d d m  w u ,  
that the  most distant ciintricta were d r a y s  e q d l v  &rt in obcving 
his o r d r n  with t haw at hand ; his justice and equitable d i & ~  of 
his dutic!s M a prince wen? so conspicuous, that his name became 
m d  is a proverbial p h w  amonp t  his immetliatc countrvmen, and 
d l  claw* of t h c  population of Beloochistan, to the mmt western 
exttcmc. Jn drort, h d  Nu .wm Khan governed m cnlifitcncd 
nation, or  one with which F u r o p n s  were bcttcr q u r j n t c d ,  h e  
would, during his lifi\ hare  bcm rcffrdmi u a phcnomvnon among 
Asiatic p r i n m ;  he wan liberal, brivc. just, and forgiving, pntimt 
undcr drt*rnitv and distn.iss, d M) strict wu his rcmc-ity, thrt h e  
h d  never bkn known to  b d ,  or attempt to  cvdq  the moat 
trivial promi*. 

On thc demise of the illustriou~ chief, w t j c ~ c  ch.rrtcr  I have 
impc.rf;u!tlv skt.cchcul, hi* cousin M e r a m  Nun made mrother atnqglc 
t o  ok.io-t.lje govcmmcnt, uxi the  m i n h n  of 3 f u h m m l  l i b .  
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&, aa I have already aaid,'bas a child, were obliged to cede to 
him the province and town of Kutch Gundava, by a treaty, in which 
he agreed not to molest the remaining dominions of the lattei- chief; 
but he only adhered to this for a short time, and then raised s very 
I.rge force, principally consisting of Sindims and other mercenaries. 
Mohmood' Khan applied to %man Shah, then King of Kabool, far 
maistance, a ~ d  that monarch disp-hed a nobleman of his court to 
mediate the business. Beheram Khan would, however, hear of no 
terms, exceF those of M u h d  Khan resigning the government to 
him during his W+tirne, and accordingly war was declared. ARer 
various skirmishes, in most of which the rebel chief was successhl, 
the two armies, led by the Khans in person, met at Duhun&urruh+ 
in Kutch Gundava, and Beheram Khan's troops were totally defated 
by the treachery of several tribes that deserted him during the en- 
gagement : he was himself wounded, and fled to Hyderabad, the 
capital of Sinde, where the Umeere refosed him a re-, dreading 
the anger of Zeman Shah; he accordingly p d e d  on towads 
B u h s d p o r ,  but died &om w e ,  at the Tanda or village of 
Kdundur Shah, within one hundred and twenty miles of that city. t 

In addition to this competitor, Muhmood Khan had a h  tc, con- 
tend agtrinst his half sister, who, as soon as she heard of Behenun 
Khan's death, took that chiefs only daughter to Larkhanu in S i d e  ; 
whence she sent a messenger to Meer Gholam Allee T d p r e e ,  the 
principal ruler of that country, and stipulated with him that his 
army should assiat in deposing Muhmood Khan, and placing his 
youngest half brother on the Musnud, in return fbr which he was to 
receive Beheram Khan's daughter in marriage. Her motive for this 
have never been clearly explained, but they most probably orighated 
in some private quarrel. Meer Gholam Allee made every promise 

Literally, the mouth of the valley. 
t The city of Bnbawulpoor lies on the eastern side of the Gurruh river, in latitude 

29" 26' north longitude, 71" 59' euet. It in the capital of the territories of B u b a d  
Khan, d l y  called Daood Pootra, or the son8 of David. 

- I I 
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that was demanded, axid came to Larkhanu, where his nuptials w m  
celebrated ; but+ the moment he had got posses$ion of his bride, he 
decked his resolution of not meddling with the internal govament  
of Kelat. When Muhmood Khan heard of the Sindian Umeer'i 
intention of uniting himself to a female of the Kumburanee tribe, he 
was highly exasperated at his presumption ; but, as  the Sang or & g r e  
ment * had been made, and could not be broken off without going 
to war, to do which he was not then prepared, he was obliged to be 
silent; he, however, wrote to the King of Kabool, vowing eternal 

. vengeance against the Talpooriea j- for the insult &eir head had oE 
fered to his family. To add to this feeling, the Umeers of Sinde 
availing themselves of these bmily dissensions at Kelat, seized the 
sea port town of Kurschee, which, before Nusseer Khan's death, 
belonged to the Bel~oche~government ; the governors and Hakims of 
several other provinces and districts, seeing the inability of their 
lord paramount to chastise their defection, also ceased to pay tribute 
to him, or even acknowledge his nominal authority, and, since that 
period, the dominions of the Khans of Kelat have so gradually 
diminished, that they are now comprised in the first and third divi- 
sions of this memoir. 

Such is s summary sketch of the history of Beloochistan from the 
earliest ages to the year 1810. Since the latter date, intestine broils 
have been attended with much more sanguinary consequences ; and, 
of the three sons of Nusseer Khan, only the eldest ia now alive. The 
second, Meer Mustapha Qan, was killed in the year 1811, at a 
hunting party, by his younger brother, who SRerwatds railed troops 
and took possession of the rich district of Hurmnd DajeL Muh- 
mood, who is a very humane and indolent man, wished to persuade 
this fratricide to return to his allegiance, and oven offered him an 
unconditional pardon, but he would hearken to no terms ; and, in 

For an account of the Sang, k Part I. Chapter IV. Marriage ceremonies. 
t The Talpoories are a very low tribe, which added to Muhmood Kha~'s ire. Vide 

Account of the province of Sinde, Division VL chapter XII. 
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the month of November, 1812, a force, under Qadir B~ksh, the chief 
of Zuhree, was sent to quell him. A battle waa fought at Moonee, 
a village in Hurrund Dajel, in which the Kumburanee Khan was 
killed, with forty of his Khanuzads, or haosehold slaves. The other 
part of his troops, the moment they saw him fall, which he did very 
early in the action, laid down their arms and called for .quarter. 
Subsequent accounts state that Muhmood Khan contemplates an 
attempt to re-establisli his authority throughout Beloochistan, on the 
same footing that his fnther bequeathed it to him ; but, h m  my 
own observation while in that country, combined with the known 
indolence and irresolution of that chief, I am convinced he haa not 
the slighteat prospect of success; and, were the Belooches to the 
westward to direct their exertions against him, I should fully ex* 
'to see him expelled from his present limited territories. 



CHAPTER IV. 

GOVERNMENT. -.LIKELY TO FLUCTUATE. - DESPOTIC AUTHORITY OF N U S S m B  
KHAN. - HIS POLITIC METHOD OF SOFTENING ITS RIQOU& - TRIBES 

SELECT THEIR CHIEFS. - WAIL - TREATIES. - MADE BY T H E  KHAN OF 
XELAT. - CHIEFS BOUND TO OBEY. - BOUNDARY DISPUTES. - REFERRED T O  
THE KHAN. -HOW TO BE ADJUSTED. - LAW FOR BESTRAINING T H E  CHIEFS 
OF KHEILS OR SOCIETIES. -FEUDATORY CHIEFS MUST ATTEND WITH THEIR 
QUOTA OF TROOPS IN P E R S O N ~ ~ D I S P O S I T I O N  AND DISTINQUISHING BANNERS 
OF T H E  ARMY. -RESPECT SHEWN TO T H E  KHAN OF KJZLAT OR H I 8  REPRE- 
SENSATIVE. - ANCIENT CODE .OF LAWS. - CAUSE OF THEIR INADEQUACY. - 
NUSSEEB KHAN FORM8 ANOTHER. -- LAWS RESPECTING MURDER. -- BUR- 
OLARY. - THE- BY DAY. - SHOP-LIFTING. -- ADULTERY. - SEDUCTION. - PETTY OFFENCES AND THEPTS. - APPEALS TO THE EHAN. - ADVANTAGE8 

AND SALUTARY EFFECTS OF THE LAW OF APPEAL. - EXCEPTION TO T H E  
RESTRICTIONS ON T H E  LAW OF MURDER. - STRENGTH OF T H E  BELOOCEIE 

ARMY.- EXAGGERATED. - PROBABLE STRENGTH. - REVENUES OF THE =AN 
OF KELAT. - DUTIES. - LAND TAXES. - DIFFERENT RATES OF IT. - DEDUC- 
TIONS MADE BY THE COLLECTORS. - H I N D 0 0  BROKERS. - FOR WHAT PUR- 

POSE EMPLOYED. *- CUBRENCY OF BELAT. -- TBADEq 

T HE general complexion of the government at Kelat, and 811 
over Beloochistan, cannot very easily be defined; and must 

necessarily be always fluctuating with the different views tbst the 
chiefs may have, or revolutions that occur. When Nusseer 
was in his full power, the whole kingdom might have been said to 
have been governed by a complete despotism, because no one could 
dispute or abrogate any of his ordere and laws ; yet, at the samg 
time, &at ruler so tempered the supreme authority, by granting the 
feudal chiefi privileges within their own tribes, that, t o  a casual 
observer, - it bore the appearance of a military confederation. . i 

P P 
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The tribes all exercise the right of selecting their own Sirdar or 
head ; but that office, when once fixed, appears to be hereditary. The 
Khan of Kelat, nevertheless, reserves to himself the nominal power 
of disapproving, or otherwise, of this selection ; but I could not hear 
of a single instance of Nusseer Khan having attempted such a mea- 
sure as refusing to confirm the nomination of the people ; and, since 
bis son has been at the head of the government, it is hardly looked 
upon as necessary to report to him &eir proceedings on this 
subject. 

The city of Ke* and town of Gundsva, the capitals of the pro- 
vinces d ~ L k r a n  and Kutch Gundava, were obliged to receive a 
Hakim, or governor, appointed by and subject to the pleasure of 
Nusseer Khan, although those places were inhabited by different 
t r ibk;  which was deemed by the people to bd so grA & infrnge- 
ment-on their natural rights, that the governor's authority had to be 
upheld' by a considerable body of troops ; and the moment Nusseer 
Khan died the' inhabitants expelled $em from both pla&a Muh- 
mood Khan succeeded in enforcing his father's regulation in Gun- 
dava; but since that event Kedge has simply paid him a titular 
h 8 g e .  

- L The power of decIaring war and making treaties, connected with 
the whole of Beloochistan, rested with the Khan of Kelat ; and the 
Sirdars of tribes had no option with regard to assisting him with 
their troops; indeed, they were not only bound to do so, but also 
ta arry into execution such parts'of the [treaties entered into a i  had 
my relation to the tribe tol which they belong4 '6vm though detri- 
mbntalto,whet they maceived to be their m h  iqtereat or advantage ; 
but! if the ecnhmon weal demanded a mrifice of that nature from any 
particular community, the man of Kelat was expected to make it 
an equivalent compensation; He wds, by the same reaming, em- 
powered to fix the limits of all l aded  property ; and .whe~e disputes 
onxhe mbject of boundhries mosq whether betweer! tribes 6r indi- 
viduals; reference alone was had'to the Khan as lerd of the soil. It 
then becamehis duty to make the etriotest investigation, to examine 

, . 
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the whob of the witnesses brought forward on adr .Llc 4 fw cbeg 
scldom, perhaps never, had any other mcaru of supporting their 
claims ,.nd rQerwudn to pmouncc his opinion, which rrrs con- 
clusive. 

When a compl.int happened to be made to him, by r man of m y  
Kheil rffinst the Sirdar of it, he had the optionof either enquiring 
into the merits of and deciding tbe matter, or refening it to the 
h e d  of tbe tribe to which the k i l  of the complainmts ad do- 
fadant belonged. He wrs, boaever, .not likely to rmrt  to tbq 
h e r  plan; becrude, if eitber party, as waa dm- inevitably the 
aae, fancied himself aggrieved by the judgement of the S i i  of 
his tribe, he d d  dl appeal to the K h  of K e h  The d y  
bendit, c o q u a r t l y ,  to be derived fiPm a r e f e m  to the hed of 
the clan, wrs, .that it brought the true atate d the cue at m e  view 
to the lughest cart. 

Another very lltrong svidence of the rbsolute mpremry of tha 
ghvu of  ela at., in their k i  endled to order the ~ i n i u  of erb 
tribe to attend in pereon with his quota of tmopa When tbe CQL 
lective u m y  taken the field tbey uc divided into three div.biam, 
d distinguished by a prciculu honer. The tmope of the pro 
vince of Kutch Gun&va d the & r i d  of LIelrt d NoorhLy, 
move under the immediate command of AIuhmood Khan or hh 
N.eb (deputy), and bemr a red &g ; h of the protrincc of Srrr 
w m  are led by Rynr Khan, and are lmom by a grcen f d e d  pen- 
nant. Q d i r  BoLh Khm, Zuhree, d IVuleo 3lohumrnud Khq 
Mingull*, jointly lbue the b o ~ w u  of hading the uuiliuiea of the 
pmvinen of Jh.l.wau d h a ,  d h e i r  d ~ y ~ g  &g is y d b r .  
If m y  of thew divifiiom are d e t d d ,  the leden bat tba h ' u k h d  
or kcctlcccinuo, and &odd the umia of Sumwan d Jhl.wm be 
m i n g  -her, their difikrent p e r a h  do the rvlrs in tbeir om 
quarter of the cunp ; but the moment rbe KeLt tmop jab hem, 
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whether headed by the Khan in person or his deputy, that distino- 
tion appertains alone to them. 

A code of regulations for the administration of justice was 
formed by one of the earliest Princes of the Kumburanee tribe, 
which entailed the entire task of that important duty on the person 
at the head of the government ; and, consequently, when the domi- 
nions of that family became so widely spread, as they were during 
Nusseer Khan's reign, the laws were found inadequate to the pro- 
posed end. That wise legislator, therefore, set himself about remedy- 
ing this evil ; and the part of his territories which now remain to his 
son is governed by his regulations. In cases of murder the Khan 
always sits in judgement ; nor is any other chief in the country con- 
hidered competent to do so, unless by special permission. The 
usual laws on that head are as follow. 

If a man kill another, and the relations of the deceased are 
willing, it is usually expiated by imprisonment and heavy fines. In 
tbe extreme case of not being able to come to terms, blood for blood 
may be demanded ; and, as the Khan endeavours to evade actually 
passing sentence of death himself, he usually delivers the offender 
over to the friends of the person whom he has killed, to do as they 
like with him. This plan is usually successful in saving the man'w 
life, and he is kept as a slave at hard labour. To this latter law there 
is, however, one u~erring exception, which speaks highly in praise of 
the feelings and policy that dictated it ; that is, when the murdered 
person is a fbreigner, for then, every one concerned in his death is 
immediately executed. Next to murder, burglary a d  robberies at 
night are the crimes most severely punished ; and when either are 
clearly proved, death is always awarded. Theft by day, and or&- 
nary crimes, such as shop-lifting, picking pockets, &c, are subject to 
flogging and imprisonment, according to the extent or valhe of the 
srticles stolen; 

A man who discovers his wife committing adultery, may put her 
and her lover both to death ; but he must bring two respectable 
witnesses to attest the fact, else it is treated as a w e  of murder. Ip 
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the same manner, if he can produce four creditable eye witnesses tu 
his wife's infidelity, though he himself should not have suspected it, 
he is at liberty to destroy her, and her paramour if he csn get hold 
of him. The circumstance is then reported to the Khan, who, assisted 
by the Moollahs or priests, examines into it, and if the proofs are 
valid, the matter is settled ; but should any doubt arise respecting 
the evidence, the man, who has revenged his own supposed wrong, 
is doomed to the most severe penalty for murder, and the witnesses 
are given up to the family of the accused person until they can 
prove their assertions. This salutary law equally restrains revenge 
and false accusation. -If a man seduces a girl, and her father should 
discover it before she is pregnant, he may insist on both parties 
being put to death, and the Khan is bound to condemn them, in 
support of parental authority ; but this is a caae that had never been 
known to occur, and the measure id usually obviated by marriage. 

Petty qua-ls, thefi~, and, in short, disputed points of every de- 
scription, among the inhabitants of a Kheil or society, are adjusted by 
the Sirdar ; and, from him, the parties may appeal to the chief of the 
tribe to which the Kheil appertains. Should it be of considerable 
importance, a third appeal lies to the Khan at Kelat ; but, as he 
seldom finds it necessary to reverse the first sentence, and both time 
and trouble are required to obtain a hearing, very few think it 
adviseable to make the attempt. It is this voluntary feeling that 
throws a great part of the jurisprudence of the country into the hands 
of the Sirdars and chiefs, thereby relieving the Wan of a vast pres- 
sure of business, which is, naturally, more easily and equitably 
decided on the spot where the disputes arise, while it does not deduct 
in the least from the actual liberty of the subject, and makes the 
beads of the first tribes amenable for their acts. 

The only case in which a criminal can be executed, without the 
previous licence or decree of the Khan of Kelat, is when a traveller is 
way-laid and murdered : on such an occasion, the nearest chief is . 
@uthorized to carry the law into execution and make a report of thep 
circumstances immediatelj~. Serious disputes between tribes, or 
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&&, afe dnays brought .before the Kbns of the. Rumburan& 
tik, Y an esaembly compwed of Muhmood Khan and his relatiow 

A regiAkm of, the Belooche army that I saw at Kelat, exhibited .a 
Wgste bE tao hundred and Sfifiy thousand men, but it . i h d  bedm 
drawn out ah the pedod when b e d  Shah first tMt)ned,td istradel 
@&m&stan.onlees Nusseer Khan would agree to p*y hima-trh,te)rrd 
ii .us sent tq thatmmirch in answer to his furman ; it .ww &herd- 
most probably huch actrgprated, though even now,, the a e  &u? 
me- comprire a list of  hundred and twenty t h o d  tmopb 
a$er 'Eejectingd .the revolted provinces and distrik E n  sh- 
however imagine that, w the greatest (emergency, Muhmod l C h  
could not muster more than half .that n q k  of ,fighbio@; men. EXi4 
total revenue% in their preaent reduced state, X should sup- &r1y 
estimated at SOW rupees annually *, a hrge portion of rbih 
is paid io p d ~ a  1 1 u C ~ h ~ e e r  b n ' 8  t ims  t b  reva11ues aoeoded 
thirty W s  k rupees per y e .  .but Mukran. LusL Pdqjgwc, D i  
nm, r&c. &q, them paid.. tsibute, exclusive of the ctlstoms .of! the 
seg port town of Kurachee in Sin&. I ;  

me duties levied at Kelat are exceedingly mobrote, . A 
load, (whatever it may be), paya five rupees on entering the city t6 
the gwernment, and one quarter of a.rupee to the Hindoos ; thm 
ia also a Bazar toU on all goods sold, which does not amount to 0- 

and a half per cent. on their cost ; horses or uttle pap nothing W& 
ever throughout the B e l d e  territories : land watered by w d s  
trenches, which require labour and trouble to keep them in repeir, pays 
about one twentieth of the produce ; and that which is othemiae cdti- 
~atedb~rain~fluctustes between a sixteenth and a tenth,according to the 
aeason. M b e  there are chushmuhs or springs, the tax is still higher 1 
and in some of the gardens of Kelat it nearly smounte to onecfiflh. 
The whale of this is not paid into the Khan's treamiry, u, aiv- 
small portion of it is appropriated by the . Sirdara of the tribe. d 

. F o r t ~ r - k  pepen hundred apd 6ily poundn etew 

. - 
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Kheiln, who are usually employed to receive the government customs, 
and forward them to Kelat. When the receipts in kind e x c d  (u 
they must always do), the consumption of the Khan, the overplua is 
made over to a Hindoo broker, who supplim him with uticles of 
foreign manufacture or growth, in return fur the produce of his o m  
country. 

The currency of Kclat is in Kureem Khanee rupees, to one of 
which there are forty-eight copper pic= Gold sequins p here 
for six Kureem Kbrnee r u p ,  of which five .re eqid to four 7 ~ m a n  
ahahees. The exports h m  Kela itsclf 'are very trifting ; but it a m  
onw the great churnel for mcrchandize from Kandahu, Kabool, and 
Khorasan to India, the t rdem bring induced to prefat thb route on 
account 'of thc low customs; its imlmtts are iron, tin, led, e l ,  
copper, indigo, beetel-nut, cochineal, sugar, spiccl, silks, kccmkhrb, 
pl&loth, chintz, md cousc wmllcnn from Lo& Fruit, 8rc they 
rcccive from Kabool and Khow~m, and mmctimcs steel and copper 
fmm Seistan. Dates from PunjlFoor and the routhcrn p u t s  of bfw 
k m ,  and white cloth, chintz, l o o n p ,  turburds, md d t  they have 
from Sindc, hlooltan and Shiknrpoor. 

I shdl include my remarks on the dirnste, soil, md natural h b  
tory of Beloochistan, under one g e n d  chapter, at tbe close of thir 
mcmoir, and in the mean time, proceed to a gw~pphical  notice of 
the ditkent divisionr 



CHAPTER V. 

SECOND DIVISION OF BELOC HISTAN. - PROVINCE8 OF MUKRAN AN11 LUS. - 
BOUNDARIES. - LENGTH. - BREADTH. - FACE OF T H E  COUNTRY. - HIGHEST 

IOUNTAINS. -- HINGLATZ TEMPLE. - MUKRAN HOW DIVIDED. - MUCH. - 
WHY SO CALLED. - THE PROVINCE OF LUS. - ITS EXTENT. -BOUNDARIES. - 
LUKHS OR DEFILES. - RIVERS. - POOR ALLY (ANCIENT ARABIS). - THE HUBB. 
- WUTTA. - SANGANEE. - DESCRIPTION OF THEM. - FACE OF THE COUNTRY. - THE CHIEF. - HIS ILEVENUES. - WHENCE DERIVED. - A FEUDATORY VAS- 
SAL OF KELAT. -ARMED FORCE. -DREAD OF THE BELOOCHES. - TOWNS AND 
VILLAOES OF LUS. - EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. - PROVINCE OF MUKRAN. - 
DISTEUCTS. -UNKNOWN STATE OF THIS PROVINCE. - EXPLORED BY CAPTAIN 
GRANT. - T H E  AUTHOR'S ROUTE THROUGH IT. - RECENT INVESTIGATIONS. - 
RIVERS. - ERBONEOUS BELIEF HITHERTO ENTERTAINED REGARDING THEIR 
SIZE. - GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THEM. - MINUTE DETAIL FROM EAST TO 
WEST. -THE RIVERS. - AGHOL - MUKLOO. - BHUSOOL. - ROOMRA. - 
SUDUK. - DUST OR DUBTEE.- THE GREAT LENGTH OF T H E  LATTER. - IT8  
VARIOUS NAMES. -.I SURMIBE REGARDING IT.-- FARTEIER DETAIL OF THE RIVERS, - NIGAR. - NEEM KHOOIL- GAYANEEe- BIRRAH. -- BUNTH AND SUDJEE. - 
KEDGE T H E  CAPITAL. - SITE. - SIZE. - SITUATION FAVOURABLE FOR TRADE. 
-GONE TO DECAY. - T H E  CAUSE. - NOW IN REBELLION. - LAST HAKIM PUT 
TO DEATH. - REVENUES ARISINff FROM IT. - TRACT TO THE SOUTHWARD OF 
KEDGE. - ITS NATURE. - PUNJGOOR OR PUNJEIL - FINE DISTRICT. - C E L E  
BBATED FOR ITS DATES. - THE CHIEF. - HIS REVENUES. - MUCH. - I T 8  
FOSITION. - RUGGED TRACT. - POPULATION. - DELICATE RACE. - THEIR 
CHIEFS AND HABITS. - KUSSURKUND. - A LEVEL DISTBJCT. - FORT. - 
PRECAUTION8 PRACTISED BY ITS NATIVES. - WHY NECESSARY. - NOT AL- 

WAYS EFFECTUAL. - BUSHKURD. - VERY MOUNTAINOUS DISTRICT. - ITS IN- 
HABITANTS. - WHENCE EMIGRATED TO IT. - DISTRICTS OF DIZUK. - SIB& 
-KALPOORUKAN AND JALK. - AGGREGATE POPULATION OF MUKBAN. - 
-NOT TO BE ASCEBTAINED. - AUTHOR'S OPINION OF THE NATIVES OF THE 
COAST. - COMPARED TO THE BELOOCHES AND BRAHOOES. - SENSUAL LIVES. - WOMEN. -UGLY. -ABANDONED. -THE CONSEQUENCES.- LITTLE REGARD 
PAID TO THEIR ADULTEROUS PRACTICES. - LAWS. - UNKNOWN. - ANARCHY 
AND DREAD OF ATTACK. - TRADE. - BY WHOM CONDUCTED. 



HISTORY OF BELOOCHISTAN. 

DIVISION 11. 

THE second division of Beloochistan, which includes the prol 
vinces of Mukran and Lus, is bounded on the north by parts a 

of Jhdawan, the sandy desert, and the Kohistan ; south by the Indian 
ocean ; west by the province of Laristan ; and east by that of Sinde. 
Its extreme length, fiom the range of mountains separating it from 
the latter province to its western boundary, exceeds five hundred 
and fifty miles, and in the broadest place fiom the seacoast to the 
village of Jalk in the latitude 28" 34' north, it is about two hundred 
and twenty. The nature of this tract, when compared with the first 
*division, is much less mountainous ; but there are, nevertheless, 
many great ranges running through and across it. These, fortunately, 
assist in fertilizing the soil, which is otherwise remarkably'sterile, 
for it is to be observed, that wherever the plains of Mukran exceed 
ten or twelve miles in width, they are found to be, except at the 
immediate bases of the hills which encompass them, little better than 
complete deserts. The loftiest chain of mountains in Mukran are 
those to the westward, within the district of Bushkurd; whence, 8s 

I have shewn in a preceding chapter, they advance easterly until 
they encounter a southern arm of the Brahooick mountains, and the 
coalition of- both forms the Kohistan *. The next range, as to el+ 
vation, is that very short one, which projects fiom the south-western 
angle of the Brahooick mountains, directly southward'to the coast, 
forming the cape, called by Europeans Arabah, and by the natives 
Urboo. On the summit of this range, within view of the sea, stands 
the celebrated Hindoo temple of Hinglatz, dedicated (to Kalee, the 
goddess of fate, to which many thousand pilgrims y&rly resbrt. 

The district of Bushkurd is 1oolred.upon by the, natives as a part of the.Kohistah, 
and the Koords, who inhabit it, are never spoken of by the term Mukranees or people 
of Mukran : but as it lies to the southward of the parallel I have drawn as the southern 
line of the Kohistau, and is also unquestionably in Mukran, I include it in this Division, 

Q 9 
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Of the two branches of the Brahooick mountains, that run nearly 
east and west throughout the greater part of Mukran, one divides it 
into the northern and southern portion, and the other separates them 
both fiom the desert; the northern one is called by the natives 
Wushutee or Much, the last of which words signifies a palm tree, 
and we accordingly find that the date begins to flourish there * in 
great perfection. To the westward, a large range inclines nearer the 
sea-coast than the mountains lie in general, and forms the head 
lands of Cape Moobaruk and Cape Jask, which is the western limit 
of what is considered by the inhabitants to be in Mukran. 

The province of Lus or Lussa might, perhaps, with great propriety, 
be looked upon as the eastern division of Mukran ; but as it is en- 
tirely independent, and always spoken of as a distinct tract, I have 
asumed the same grounds for doing so. I t  is called Lus, or Lussa, 
from the former word meaning in the Judgalee language, a valley or 
plain ; it extends about ninety miles by fifty, and its bounclsries are 
Jhalawan on the north, the bay of Sonmeany on the south, and ranges 
of mountains on the east and west, separating it from Sinde and 
Mukran. Three sides of it are consequently encircled by mountains, 
m d  these are only accessible by five Lukhs, or Passes, two of which 
lead into Mukran, two into Sinde, and one to the northward into 
Jhalawan ; the two former are called the Lukhs of Hinglatz and 
Bela, because the road over one of them passes close to the temple of 
that name, and the other commences within five miles of the latter 
town ; those into Sinde are distinguished by the names Kurachee and 
Hyderabad, &xed to Lukh, &om lying on the roads to those placea, 
and the one towards Kelat is styled '' Kohun Wat," or the mountain 
road, owing to its direction through the lofty piles of Jhalawan. 

The rivers of Lus are two, the Poorally and Hubb; the fbrmer, 
which is known in ancient geography as the Arabis, rises in the 
mountains north-east of Bela, whence after leading along the base of 
the Jhalawan mountains, until near that town, it there takes a 

Wdntee is a term synonymous with the Persian '6 Khoosh Amudee;" You uo 
welcome, or, how do you do ? 



mtherly bend, pasea close to it, and tills into the  bay of Soammy, 
h u t  two milea south-west of that village. T h e  water of this river in 
very fine aa fhr as Ly- twenty milea north-northsast of Sonmeany, 
where i t  b impregnated by the aca, and becomes nav~gable for r d  
boats, and the deeper places of it abound with fine 6ah : at B e 4  in 
the very dry rerson, it ia only fmm fiAecn to twenty y d  wide, and  
a f m t  or two deep, while, in the rains it is above a quuter of r mile 
umss, and completely unfordable. The Hubb ir r very small rtreun, 
having itu source in the mountains sepurting Lun and Side, and 
tbence it rune directly west into the sea: beside thew, there are two 
or  three rivulets, such as the Wutta, the Sangmee, &c that rise in 
different p1.m in the m o u n t h a ,  and empty tholuelver into the 
P o o d l y  ; they are frequently dry, o r  nearly .u, unleas in the ninr 

The whole face of the country of Lua is p d e c t l y  flat, M it .  lums 

indiatca, and it is in pd h n ,  except on or  d m  to the  hnkr 
of the different atremu, but there it p r o d m  very abundant oop d 
p i n ,  s u p - c a e a ,  &c. The chief of thin little state in  J u n  hfeer 
Mahomed Khan, who enjoys r revenue of fifty thourrrnd rupees per 
mnum, uising chiefly from the Buu dutics of and  the custom 
of Sonmemy, and the port of Urtxm, which lim at the  back of' the 
mountains of M u k m .  He, at one period, rent a luge put of this 
u tribute to Nuseer Khan of K e k ,  but on his mamiage with one of 
the daughters of th.r ruler, he  w u  exempted from the payment. d 
now h o l b  his government under the feudatory k n u r e  of h u n t h i n g  
four t b m d  five hundred i m g u l u  troops, for the  mice of hia 
lord p a r m o u n t :  these u e  more men t h ,  I bclicve, he could 
muster, and in f a  the  whole a d i t i o n s  have become little mom 
thu~ nominal. Hk territories, however, arc s u b j d  to d the ra 
rtrictions, already detailed, of the ocher hen& of t r i b  in Bdcm 
chistan, and an appeal may ir made bv MV of his subjects, evm 
against himself. to  the  Khan of KeLt ; nor ahbuld I think it likely be 
would attempt to a l l  in qunt ion tbc validity of, o r  nrlt, any ordsn 
h e  mi& receive horn h.l court: his rountry lia DO opn to  the 
i n r o d ,  of the B a u n j u ,  Alingulls, .od other Bnbooe bibts, wbo 

e e  9 
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would rejoice to receive Mukmood Khan's sanction to overrun it, 
that he is held in the utmost awe and subjection. 

The chief town of Lus is Bela, of which I have given a descrip 
tion in the first part of this work. . Next to it ranks Lyaree, a small 
place'lying about twenty miles north-northeast of Sonmeany ; it is 
situated on the bank of the Pobrally river, and contains fiom sixteen 
to eighteen hundred houses. : A Darogah or overseer resides .here, to 
receive the Bazar tolls and other customs. Ootul, of which an account 
will be found in my Diary of the 20th of Januuy, is the third place 
in. the :country ; and there are, altogether, not more than. twelve 
fixed 'villages within the whole province. The people reside in  .huts, 
or tents,' that are constructed . . .to be removed at pleasure. 

. The exports of this country. are grain, in considerable quantities, 
and a few felts, and coarse carpets ; these articles are chiefly sent to 
Mukran, and the coast of Arabia, whence are received in return, 
'daks, almonds, and CafFre slaves ; the latter are very valuable here, 
and do most of the outdoor labour. ' Its imports fiom Bombay .con- 
sist of iron, steel, tin, sugar, beetel-nuts and cocoaauts ; and from 
Sinde, they are supplied with coarse white cloths, chintzes, loonges, 
and 'a little raw cotton, intended to be worked into a stuff called 
Khargee, which the very poorest classes wear ; broad cloth and other 
European manufactures, are highly prized, but the poverty of the 
natives, and consequent trifling sale, will not authorize the im- 
portation. 

. In  reverting to the province of Mukran, I shall commence by an 
enumeration of a number of its districts, but as many of these .are 
either uninhabited, or exceedingly unfertile, I mean to confine myself 
to observations on those most deserving fiom thein nature, of that 
attention. The principal inland districts of Mukran are Kedge, 
Punjgoor, Much, Dizuk, Kussurkund, Bushkurd, ~ i b b ,  Jalk, Wp-  
rukan and Kohuk, and on the  sekcoast, there are those of Urboo 
Koolaj, Choubar, Teez and Gwak. 

The whole of this country was unknown to Europeans, except the 
sea-coast, until the latter end of 1809, when Captain Grant of the 
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Bengal Native'Infantry. was dispatched into it by Brigadier-general 
Malcolm, and made a considerable circuit into the south-western 
parts of it : a part of my route fiom Kelat to Bunpoor lay through 
the most northern districts ; and, with these to direct my inquiries, 
I have, since my return to India, gained so considerable a stock of 
native information, corroborative of what I had myself seen, that I 
may venture to write with great certainty on subjects connected with 
this province. , . 

As I have already treated of the mountains of Mukran in different 
preceding places, I rleed add nothing further with respect to them. 
There are a vast number of river mouths along the sea-coast, Chich 
have led to a belief, that the inland part of the country was well 
stocked with streams ; but so far from that being the case, there is 
scafcely a brook in it that runs throughout the year, and not one 
that extends in an uninteriupted channel from its source to thersea ; 
they all, usually, have a broad and deep channel from the coast, 
until they reach the mountains or stony hills, where they become 
contracted into narrow and intricate water-courses, that are quite dry 
the greater part of the fair season, and in the wet one, swelled to 
terrific torrents, which run off in the course of a few hours aRer the 
rain that has filled them ce&s. The beds of all these water-courses 
are usually overgrown with a thick and impervious jungul of tama- 
risk, Farnesian mimosa, and other bushes, that afford browsing for 
camels 'and goats, besides harbouring many different descriptions of 
wild beasts. + 

.In order to render the most ~rspicuous view in my power of these 
river beds, I shall begin with the most easterly, and point them out 
with their various meanderings, as I move westerly. 

Immediately, on ascending the range of mountains, separating LUS 
from Mukran, we come to the Aghor Nudee*, which runs under the 
pagoda of Hinglatz, and thence through a succession of narrow beds 

Nudee, a river. 
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to the sea ; c lae  to the temple, in the bed of the Nudee, is a famous 
well, which is called from its depth, the cc Uneel Ka Koond," ot 
unfathomable abyss ; a man who had been there, assured me he had 
seen some hundred fathom of rope let down without coming at the 
watb, and the natives believe it to have been dug by the tutelary 
goddess of the temple. The water of the pagoda is very fine, and 
esteemed good for many diseases. Two stages farther on we find the 
Muckloo Nudee, which has its source forty-five miles fiom the sea, 
and receives two or three rivulets in its course. In the succeeding 
forty miles west from this place are the Bhus001, Roomra and Suduk 
nullahs or streams, the two former of which traverse a distance of 
twenty or thirty miles fiom the nearest hills, and the latter about 
eighty. Within one mile of the Suduk is the village of Pusunee, 
which once carried on some trade, and the river was sufficiently deep 
to admit of canoes going ten or twelve miles up it, to cut timber for 
knees for boats and fire-wood ; but the village was burnt in 1809 by 
the Arab pirates, and the Hindoos have l& the place. Thence to 
the &st Nudee is upwards of seventy miles, in wbich extent of 
coast there is only one very small rivulet. The Dust is the largest 
stream we have yet come to, and the reader will form an idea of the 
others, when he is told, that the depth of the stream in it at low 
water, within one hundred yards of the beach, is about twenty inches, 
and the breadth fiom ten to thirty yards. When the tide flows, the 
sea rushes up for a mile or two, and a person who should then see, 
and pass his opinion on it, would pronounce it a fi- river. 

Notwithstanding its diminutive depth and breadth, where it dis- 
embogues, the Dust * may be traced under different names, to a 
distance of between six and seven degrees in a direct line from the 
mast, and from the various enquiries I have made on this point, I 
should conjecture, that water running from its northern extreme into 
the sea, would traverse little less than one thousand miles. In my 

Sometimea the Dustee. 
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journey across the sandy + desert, I passed a river bed called the 
Boodoor, which was at least a quarter of a mile in breadth, and I 
was informed, that it extended in various windings to Gurmysyl, a 
country on the banks of the Helmind river in Seistan. To the south- 
ward of my path, it forces egress between the mountains, and turn- 
ing more easterly, fertilizes the district of Punjgoor, three miles to 
the northward of which, an abundant and never failing stream 
springs from its bed ; thence it winds through a series of glens and 
ravines past Kedge, the capital of the province ; at which place it is 
called the Mooleedanee river, and a little farther southerly, we dis- 
cover it with the title of the Bhugwar : this it retains, until it be- 
comes the Dust or Dustee, under which name it falls into the ocean. 

On consideration of what I have stated above, I am inclined to 
imagine, that the Dustee, or by whatever other name we may dis- 
tinguish it, has been formerly the bed of a river much larger than 
any now in Mukran, that has either been drained by its waters flow- 
ing into some other channel, or the original source of them being 
exhausted. f- 

Westward of the Dustee are the Nigar, the Neem Khoor, the 
Gayanee, the Sirrah, the Bunth, the Sudgee, and various other nul- 
lshs or brooks, all of which empty themselves into the sea. They 
are sometimes so much increased by rains in the mountains, as to be . 

udordable ; but in general they contain very little water. 
Kedge, which I have already stated to be the chief town of this 

province, gives its name to.a district that is well watered by the 

* Vide Part I. D i q  of the 1st of A@. 
t The waters of Lhoreh river, which runs through the district of Shorawuk, to the 

northeast of Nooshky, are lost in the sand, and do not, it is said, again appear, unlesr 
in the Boodoor ; but tiom the position at which I met with that river bed, and the in- 
brmation I received regarding it, I rather conceive it to be a branch of the Helmind, 
which has lost its stream by the sinking of the bed of that river. Captain h i s t i e  de- 
ecribes the high c l f i  on each side of it, so as to give an idea of its having been once 
much more 0x1 a level with the desert than it is at present. Vide Appendix, Dbry of 
the 30th of 11141ck 
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Dust Nudee. The fort of Kedge is built on a high precipice, un&r 
which the river runs; and, fiom its natural strength, the natives 
deem it impregnable. The town entirely surrounds three sides of the 
base of the hill on which the citadel stands, and once contained 
three thousand houses; but, since the death of Nusseer Khan of 
-Kelat, the trade which was carried on through it between Kandahar, 
Kelat, Shikarpoor, Khozdar, Baylg &c, and the smport towns of 
Gwuttur and Choubar has entirely ceased, and the Hindoos and 
other opulent dealers, have quitted the place, so that it is gone to 
decay. The Hakim or governor of Kedge, in 1810, was Abdoollah 
Khah, Bezunja Brahooe, who then pretended to acknowledge the 
authority of Muhmood Khan, but paid no tribute; and, since that 
period, I am informed he has ceased even to show outward respect. 
His predecessor was put to death about seven years ago, in the most 
faithless manner, by Meer Mustapha Khan, who finding that even 
nominal obedience was not paid to the ord'ers of his brother 'the Khan 
of Kelat, sent a messenger to direct the governor's attendance at that 
city, which demand was replied to by a peremptory rehsal. ARer 
some discussion, and a solemn promise being made, by the Kelat 
chiefs, of personal safety, a meeting was agreed to be held at Punj- 
goor. The Hakim was punctual in his attendance, but came never 
to return, as he was murdered by the troops that had accompanied 
Mustapha Khan. 

The revenues of Kedge are very trifling, and the governor, who 
supported, as an officer of the Kelat government, four or five thou- 
sand men, has not, now-a-days, so many hundred Arabs in his pay. 

The country immediately to the southward of Kedge is described 
as an arid Dzcsht, or tract of waste land ; though in some spots, great 
quantities of dates are produced; but it seems to be the peculiar 
nature of the palm tree, to flourish in the most sterile and forbidding 
soil. 

Punjgoor, or Punjer, is a small and fertile district lying about nine 
days' journey north-north-east from Kedge. It is a valley amid 
mountains, and contains twelve or thirteen villages of tents, that are 

11  
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abundantly supplied witb wwx fiom the Boodoor river: tbey us 
d well peopled ; and the district p d u c c s  dates that are esteemed 
better than m y  othera in M u k m  *. T h e  chief of P u n j f f o ~  b now 
Ruhmoot.mllah Khan, a nephew of Muhn~ood h l a n  of Kelat. Not 
withstanding his relationship, he  has followed the e u m p l e  of hia 
muntrymen at  K+, anti has tleclucd himself independent Hu 
revenues arc said tr, m o u n t  to twenty thousand rupees per rnnurn ; 
but that sum I slrould conceive to  be c x q g e r a t e d  

hfuch is the term applied to that cout~ttv, . lving . to the westward, 
and on the p d l e l  of Yunjpoor ; ru~d  forming the eouthem barrier of' 
the surdv desert which I t ravc l ld  over. I t  is a very rugged, moun- 
tainous tract ; producing, however, in some of  itn vallit~4, p i n  s& 
cient for the  usc of the few wandering shepherds that inlubit them. 
Water is said to  be plentiful in Jfuc11, except in the months of April, 
Bfay, and June, when it becomes scarce until the springs and rivuleta 
are rrplenisheci by the  rains; and, when they fail, the  nativcs are 
obliged to retire t o  the  southwad. They rlso cultivate -me b 
here ; md have a few canrt*ls, pats ,  and s h w p  Tlrcy uc d t w r i k d  
u a smaller and more de l iu t e  race than the Mukrrraees in pd. 
Their unrn arc a nmtchlwk, sword, and slricld ; and each vil lage bu 
its own chief, who r l c c i h  111 c~l t rovcmica that uk among the 

people- 
Kuasurkund is a plain twenty-6vc milm long, and nerrrlv u brod , 

having a smdi  rivcr n~rlning through it. The hrt defends the village, 
which is built d l  round it ; and the d t i &  p u n d l  in the  plaio 
am likewise p m w t ~ l  by low twltions, built at ditmct- of fiwr or 
five h u ~ d m l  ymb, in which m . t c h k k m e n  kecp watch throughout 
the ripening scawn. This p n n u t i i ~ n  is rcmicnd i a l i s p m l l b l ~  
from thc  proximity of this d b t r i d  to  the S h u a r a  of Bunpoor rnd 
the liohintur ; nor tim- it men  d m v s  p n m c  thcir I d a  f m  

laid wmte bv tbobc plundcrtbrr All tlrrt can h A d  of Buqh- 
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h r d  is, that it is one uninterrupted and rugged mass of mountainb 
that '&rd pasturage &r the cattle of the Koord BelODChe8, who 
depend oo the lower mrmtGes for gain and other supplia T h w  
p&file are a tribe of Koords that have advanced out of Labha, a d  
at.$ h u b s  the descendants of a colony who conquered that pro- 
sihce some centuries back *. They retain their inherent predihxtion 
far upladleregions ; and many of them have now settled in the 
Kohistsn. Some mention of the districts of Dizuk, Sibb, Kalpoom- 
h, m d  Jpllt, has alteady been made in the first part of this Work, 
and I deem it'useless to enter into fhther detail t, either with regard 
to them, or any of those on the a e w t ,  which are mere flat, bare, 
pUms, extending to the bottom of the neareat mountains, without a 
tapptom of vegetation. 

The population of Mukran is so likely to f l u b & ,  h m  being 
ebmposed of wwdering tribes, that it would be ridiculoue to guess at its 
extent ; ' those of its' natives who dwell on the seaccosst appeared to me 
to be of larger *proportions and blacker complexion, than the n o r t h h  
bnds, a circumstance that may probably be attributed to their fiequent 
intermarri- with the CafFra of Mnscat and Arabia ; but d l ,  aU the 
Mukranees whom I saw, were a puny and delicate race of men, when 
odmpared to the Belooches, or Brahooes, and diseases were prevaleot 
among them ; these, however, may be owing to the climate, and their 
sdnsual lives, for which both sexes are notorious; they likewise drink 
great quantities of an intoxicating beverage, made from fmented  
dites, which must be exceedingly pernicious in its effects. The 
women of Mukran are, usually, very ugly, and proverbially unfaith- 
fol, they set no bounds to the gratification of their passions, and in 
consequence; at an early period of their lives, they are tottering 
under decrepitude and premature old age. The men do not seem 
to be remarkable for longevity. They pay so little regard to the 

* Kinnair's P&an Empire. Page 83. 
t Vide Narrative of the M, 7fh, 8th, and 0th April. The village of Kullngan is in 

the Jalk dietrld 
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infidelity of their wives, that a s h ~ e p  or two is always looked 
upon, in cases of discovery, to be an ample offering to appease 
the husband's wrath. The code of laws prepared for Beloochistan, 
by Nusseer Khan, was introduced into this province, with some 
necessary modifications by that Prince, but at his death they ceased 
to be respected, and all is now anarchy and bloodshed: each district 
has its own system of revenge, and travellers or merchants can only 
move from one part of the country to another when accompanied by 
an armed party, sufficiently strong to repel attack. The only trade 
carried on horn the ports of Mukran, is the e l  portation of a part 
of the annual crops of dates to Bombay, and other parts in the penin- 
sula, whence the returns are made in articles similar to those specified 
in my account of Lus; this commerce is conducted by Hindoos, 
who r a i l  the imports by barter to the native Mukmees. 
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TIONS. - T H E  KOHI NOUSHADIB, OR SAL AMMONlAC HILL. - VOLCANIC AP- 

PEARANCE. - RIVERS O F  T H E  KOHISTAN. - BUNPOOR RIVER. - KASKEEN 

RIVER. - DISTRICTS OF T H E  KOHISTAN. - MYDANEE, OR T H E  PLAIN. - 
KOHUKEE, OR T H E  HILLS. - TOWNS AND VILLAGES. - TOOMUNS. - NATIVES 

OF T H E  KOHISTAN. - GOVERNMENT. - ALMOST UNKNOWN. - STATE OF 

SOCIETY. - PUNISHMENTS HOW EVADED. - NECESSITY FOR ITS BEING SO. - 
TRADE OF T H E  KOHISTAN. - FIFTH DIVISION OF BELOOCHISTAN. - EXTENT. 

- BOUNDARIES. - REFERENCE T O  T H E  NARRATIVE. - CONCLUSION O F  T H E  

GEOGRAPHICAL REMARKS ON BELOOCHISTAN. - PROVINCE OF, SEISTANB- ITS  

NATURE. - CAPITAL. - CHIEF. - REVENUES. - POWER. - T H E  RIVER HEL- 

MIND. - FORMS A LAKE. - EXTENT OF IT. - WATER. - FLIES. - PRECAU- 

TIONS REQUISITE. - NATIVES O F  SEISTAN. - T H E I R  LANGUAGE. - DRESS 

AND RELIGION. - DISTRICT OF GURMSYL. - FERTILITY. - INHABITANTS. - . 
THEIR EVIL PRACTICES. - REVENUES OF THIS  DISTRICT. - T H E  DISTRICTS 

O F  KHOONCHEE, SHAL, AND MUSTOONG. - T H E  TWO LATTER CELEBRATED FOR 

THEIR FRUITS. - POPULATION. - CURIOUS FACT ATTENDANT UPON IT. - 
DISTRICT OF 'BHORAWUK. - ITS SITUATION. - REVENUE. - GOVERNMENT. 

DIVISION 111. 

province of Kutch Gundava and the district of Hurrund 
T z j e l ,  which I have apportioned as the third division of Beloo- 
chistan, being as unconditionally amenable and obedient to the 

I I 
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authority of Muhmood Khan, as the district of Kelat, it naturally 
results that all points with respect to laws, customs, and taxes, which 
I have touched upon, in the third chapter of this Memoir, are equally 
to be applied to them; and it only remains for me to 'make my 
readers acquainted with their geographical extent and boundaries: 

Of Kutch Gundava, the latter are Seeweestan on the north, Sinde 
on the south, the Brahooick mountains west, and a desert tract, lying 
between it and the river Indus, on the east. Its utmost length,,fiom 
north to south, is about one hundred and twenty miles; and in 
breadth, the habitable and fertile part of it is little more than sixty. 

There are 'two rivulets in Kutch Gundava; the Naree and ,the 
Kauhee. The fomer issues fiom the mountains north-west of Sebee, 
and runs past the followi~g villages in succession, Mittree, Eree, Hajee, 
Buddha, Bhag, Nusseerabad, Pullall, Munjhoo, Kunduh, and TumL 
boo, close to which last place, it l&s itself in the sand and impe 
netrable jungul. This brook has an immense quantity of water in it 
when heavy rains prevail, or the snow is melting on the mountains, but, 
commonly, it is for months at a time almost dry. The Kauhee runs 
down the valley of Boulan; which is the high road fiom the Dushtdbe 
Doulut to Kutch Gundava, and at the Duhun6 durruh + divides 
into two branches; one of which winds' by the villages of Kauhe& 
Khanpoor, Myhbur, and Bhugaee; where it is banked up for 
purposes of cultivation ; the other branch passes Dadur, and fdls 
into the Naree, about four miles &om the village of Eree. There 
are many aqueducts dug from both these rivers, that lead the water 
over the face of the plain, to irrigate the soil, and various paturd 
branches of them are enclosed by bunds or embankments for the 
same end. 

The chief town of this province is Gundava, which is not so large 

Duhun6 dunuh, literally the mouth of the valley. It is a halting place, and known 
by no other name, which induces me .to use this in pretkrence to the English meaning 
of it. 
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as gelat, but built with greater regularity, a d  kept in better repair. 
The Khan of Kelat has a p h  here, and he, with his family, and 
dl the principal Sirdars, and people of the provinces of JBban.nnd 
Sarawan, come down every winter, to avoid the ertreme cold of thoee 
lofly region&; the town is surrounded by a very hi& mud a& &at 
is always kept in repair, by the Jeths, or cultivatbrs ; md thae are 
some small swivels mounted over the three gates, whiah are called 
those of Kelat, Kurachee, and Shikarpoor, from 1 4 %  to the mds 
to those places : the second town is W u r  ; and DRer it d BLg 
and Lheree, but none of these are of any considerable aize ; they tu+ 
verally contain from one thousand to fiReen hundred hews, pro- 
tected by a mud wall and, bastions pierced with 1- hole& The 
villages in this fine plain are almost innumerable, and are i d g  
in number every year, 
The great bulk of the population of Kutch Gundava are Jeths ar 

I-, s people- whose manners, appearance, and customs, prom 
them to be descended from the aboriginal Hindom, thot have e i k  
been converted to, or forced to accept the Mohummudan f r r i t h  
They reside, like the Dehware of Kelat, exclusively in vi;;UPgles ; and 
cultivate the adjacent soil under certain restriction8 and imnl* 
imposed upon and allowed them by the Belooche 4 J3m-ahd chit& 
tains, to whom Muhmood Khan has granted the landah fie£ Ah$ 
of the Belooches, and all the Brahooes, who posseas ground in this 
province, only reside here during a few of the cold months in the year ; 
and, as soon as the spring appears, they repair to tbe hills, leaving the 
Juths to till the country and transmit them their share of the crops, 
or keep it in readiness for their return. There are also a few Hindoo 
settlers in Gundava and the smaller towns andvillages, who m y  on 
a trade by barter with the cultivators, and dispatch the grain and 
other products to the sea-coast for kxportation to Mukran, or elst+ 
where, according to the demand 

'J'he district of Hurrund Dajel is bounded on the north by that of 
&rub Ghazee Khan; south, by the hills inhabited by the Goor- 
ahanees and other Rind Belooches ; west, by the districts of Tul 



Chutealy and vuioPa independent U- tribea ; .ad, aat, by 
the river Indua 

The chief t m  in this district is Hurrund, and tbe m d  D y l  ; 
at the former of which a W i m  resides, on the put of Dfuhmood 
IChaa, who ir entnmtd, orring to the distance of his govenrmsat 
from the capital, with the I l l &  powem on d l  nubjecta m m d .  
with the lawn and execution of them, even to tbe matter of ,li& and 
death. The W m ,  in 1810, arr Oolfbt Kiun Kumbururee, a & 
of Muhmood Kbm, but I understand he h a  rince been d i a p c d  ti# 
not holding out against the d d a  bidd by M.bomed Ruheam 
Wan, the youngest brother of tbe Ltter prina, wben be aeued the 
townr of Iiurrund and Dajel in 181 1. . 

This district doer not e x a d  f a y  miles, either in length or 
breadth, but the boil is ao very fiuitftl that the gbur of Keht t mid to 
derive a greater revenue from it t h ~  fiom tbe whole of the province 
of k w p r  Thc populrtioa is entirely cornpod of Juths, unlem it 
may bc a few UfQ+m and other incidental colonirem. Thc climate 
u cooler in ~ummcr than that of Kutch <Jun&va t ; and, in winter, 
is quite os mild and agreeable. There is a considerable t d c k  
curied on from this district by mernr of boats on the Indur, that go 
up to Biooltur and A#oclr, or down to Hyderrbd and T& 

DIVISIOS I\'. 

Tlrt Kohistm, or lurd of mountains, which im  the name given by 
the native Bt~lurl~ra to that part of &*loochistan lying to the w a b  
w a d ,  has, for ita Loundrricr on the north, crab and west, d i n g  
elw than srrndy dtrcrt., with thr crcc@oo of one v 7  nurow rurge 



of mountains projecting from its northern extremity, as already de- 
scribed in the first chapter of this Memoir. To the southward it is 
bounded by various'diatricts of Mukran, of which province, strictly 
speaking, it ought to form a component part ; but as the popula- 
tion of the two differ both in manners and lawage, I have found it 
adviseable to distinguish them entirely. 

The principal mountains in this division are those called the 
Surhud, or cold mountains, which are situated between the twenty- 
ninth and thirtieth degrees of north latitude, and may be perceived, 
towering over all the others, at tlie distance of eighty or ninety miles. 
The whole of these mountains abound with mineral productions : in 
several places there are brooks of liquid salt, and pools of water, 
covered with a scum, similar to the naptha, or bitumen, found near 
the Caspian Sea They also produce iron, copper, and other metals, 
of which the natives dig a sufficient quantity to serve their own uses. 
The Koh6 Noushadir, or sal ammoniac mountain, that I saw when at 
Basman, and of which I have made particular mention in my Diary 
of the 20th April, bears many symptoms of containing subterraneous 
fire. On one face of the hill, the soil and stones are perfectly black, 
and the mould at particular times is so heated and dry as to crumble 
to atoms on being touched; and on the opposite side, as I have 
already stated, there are springs of hot water and exudations of sal- 
ammoniac, brimstone, &c. 

This division is equally devoid of rivers, with the others I have 
described. There is a brook near Bunpoor, which the natives call 
a river ; but when I visited that place in April 1810, it had almost 
ceased to run ; and if the dry season continued two months longer, 
must certainly have done so altogether : the water of this brook is 
lost in the sandy desert to the westward. The river Kaskeen k 
formed by the junction of several mountain streams that come from 
the eastward. It was perfectly dry when I passed it on the 18th A+, 
1810. The brooks to the northward of it, and those that rise in the 
Surhud mountains, run westerly also, and terminate in the desert of 
Kirman, as does the Kaskeen in that of Bunpoor. 



The two principal districts in the Kohistan are those of Afydanee, 
or the plain ; and Kohukee, or the hills. The former includes the 
towns and villages of HuRur, Puhra, Bunpoor, and Basman, h i d e  a 
great number of Toomuns of felt tents, which are the only abodes 
used by the mountaineers of the other district. The natives of both, 
likewise, adopt local terms amongst themselves, to discriminate par- 
ticulat quarters of these districts ; but as these are likely to be changed 
with every new Kheil, it would be answering no.purpose to enumerate 
them *. The Kohistan is exclusively peopled by Belooches, who are 
not intermixed with any other classes ; neither do Hindoos, or 
foreigners, venture to colonize under their authority. There are not 
above eight or ten tribes of note in the whole of this Division, which 
i s  but thinly populated, owing partly to the general infertility of the 
mil, and partly to the migrations that have taken plsce, of late yean, 
fiom it into Persia, as well a8 to the eastward, towards K u t d  
Gundava. 

I t  might with safety be ffirmed, that the forms of government 
and the common laws of society are equally unknown i d  dia- 
regarded by these people, aa they both depend solely on the caprice 
and temper of the heads of the various tribes composing the popu- 
lation ; but that distinction being hereditary, and the sons being bred 
up with the prejudices and views of their fathers, they naturally im- 
bibe all their principles and habits, so that, in the course of time, 
the system which was at first the effect of chance, assumes something 
like an air of regularity, that passes down fiom one generation to 
anather. Viewed in this light, we find that the Kohistan comprises 
a number of petty republics, in which every member of the corn- 
munity feels that he has a right to revenge his own wrong, and give 
his vote on all points relating to the common good ; in fact, there is 
a, most perfect equality as to sentiments and action4 f b m  the highest 

These local distinctions are such as Surhud, or the cold district, also applied to it ae 
the boundary. " Sirrirood," or the district on the river. Pooaht4 kohee," or behind 
the mountain, &c. &c. 

s S 
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to the lowest ; and although the measures proposed by the chiefs are 
more frequently adopted than those of any other adviser, this circum- 
stance seems to be the result of a belief, that they have had better 
mans  of judging of the subjects under discussion (which are commonly 
connected with incursions into neighbouring districts) than any other 
member of the commonwealth. A similar feeling, combined with that 
awe and respect which the wealth and station of the head of each tribe 
must superinduce, to a certain degree, impels those who reside under 
his guidance, to look to him as the arbitratur of all trifling differ- 
ences amongst themselves, and the general conveniences and tran- 
quillity of the society lead them to consider his award as conclusive. 
This is, however, confined to the most trivial disputes, above which 
scale every man judges for himself. When any person commits a 
crime that is likely to draw upon himself and his family the oppro- 
brium or displeasure of the whole Keil to which he belongs, he 
usually avoids the consequences, by flying to another part of the 
country, knowing that any attempt to expostulate against his being 
protected or harboured there, would be treated with ridicule and 
contempt ; but, indeed, no such step would be contemplated for an 
instant, for, in g society, where every man is by birth, and edu- 
cation, a professed robber, and where there are no laws to pro- 
tect either property or ,person, it is obvious, that partial condign 
punishment would prove unavailing for the suppression of outrage, 
and that, if every instance of the latter were visited by its concomitant 
award, the province would soon be depopulated. 

Dates and other produce of this division are sent by the Belooches 
down to the sea-coast of Mukran, where they are purchased by the 
Hindoos, and exported. A small share of the returns for these are 
made in a few articles of foreign growth or manufacture, but the 
great bulk is in silver rupees, which are the only coin in circulation. 
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DIVUION V. 

THE tract that may strictly be denominated the Sandy Desert of 
Beloochistan, 1 estimate to be about three hundred miles in length, 
and rather more than two hundred in breadth. To the northward, 
it is merely divideddby the Helmind river, from a continuation of the 
same sandy waste, which prevails in some places to the very base of 
the Paropamisan mountains, and on the west it is all but connected 
with the desert of Kirman, and would be entirely so, were it not for 
one narrow range of hills. In the event, therefore, of our rejecting 
these two nominal boundaries, we shall find, that the absolute extent 
of desert is, f b m  north to south, nearly of five hundred miles ; and 
from east to west in a diagonal direction, upwards of six hundred. 
Its boundaries on the east are, the mountains of Uffghanistan and the 
province of Sarawan ; and to the southward, those of Mukran. I have 
been so particular on the nature of these deserts in my diary, that it 
would be superfluous to dwell further on the subject in this place, 
and as I am therefore about to close my geographical remarks, I shall 
do so, by subjoining a few words on those countries +joining Beloo- 
chistan to the northward of my route, and on which I have not yet 
touched. The principal one of these is Seistan, throughout which 
province Captain Christie journeyed, and found it to answer exactly 
the description I had heard of it: that is, a flat sandy country, in 
gome places overgrown with Jungul. The capital is Dooshak or Jul- 
lallabad, which latter name it has received in honour of the son of 
&heram Khan, who assumes the royal title of Badeba, or King of 
Seistan, and lives in as magnificent a style as his trifling revenues 
will admit of; his territories are divided into petty districts, to each 
of which he formerly appointed a governor, whose authority was 
nearly equal to his bwn; and I am informed, that many of them 
have of late years declined paying tribut% 

s s  e 
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The rivet Helmind runs through S e i ,  and about two day* 
journey for a horseman to the westward of Dooshak, forms a lake, 
which, at some seasons overflows its banks, so as to extend eighty 
or ninety miles in length, and thirty or forty in breadth, usually it is 
not above thirty the former and twelve the latter way ; there is an 
island in the center of it, the water is bitter, and the banks over- 
grown with weeds and brushwood, which engender myriads of flies, 
that infest the whole province from April till the beginning of b 
tober, during which period, the horses, and even camels, belonging 
to the natives, are obliged to be covered with quilted cotton cloths 
down to their very hoofs. The people of Seistan dress like Persians, 
and have the same colloquial dialect ; they are all Sheea Moosulmans, 
and on the very worst terms with the Uffghans. 

Gurmsyl is a very narrow trsct, lying on the southern bank of the 
Helmind river, and five dsps journey north-westerly from Nwshky, 
on the edge of the desert. It haa all the appearance of being the 
dry bed of a river, and is exceedingly productive in wheat, rice, and 
other grains. The inhabitants of this district are notorious for their 
robberies, and are composed of the outcasts from society, of all the 
neighbouring countries, who are said to be induced to settle here, 
h m  the trifling labour with which they raise their crops, partly 
owing to the yearly supply of water they derive fiom the overflowing 
of the Helmind river, and partly to the amazing fertility of the earth 
rendering vegetation remarkably quick. This district formerly paid 
four thousand rupees annually to the king of Kabool, but of late 
yeas it has been.in a state'of rebellion. 

Khoonchee is a amall district adjoining Gurmsyl, and, at present, 
similarly situated. There is a village in it of the same name, at 
which a body of troops were, until very lately, maintained and oom- 
manded by a partizan of the Kabool government. To the northward 
of Kelat lie the districts of Shal and Mustoong, which were given to 
Nusser Khan, by Ahmed Shah for his services when in Hindmtan 8 
they are both celebrated for the profusion and excellence of the fiuit 
that they produce, beside madder and scented rice : the 'populatica 
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of these distrids is a medley of Brahooes, Uffghmr, and D e h m ;  
and it is a curious fact, that mme of the v i l l a p s  have been peopled 
for many generations by these three classes, which are still unmixed 
and speak distinct dialects. Eastward of hIustmng is s i t d  the 
district of Shomwuk, which is now the most southern of the K.bool 
dominions. An agent midm here on the part of that government 
to receive the revenues, which are very trifling, and likewise mist 
at the arbitration of any disputes between the uubjecta of tbat m+ 
narch and those of Biuhmood Khan. 



CHAPTER VII. 

CLIMATE AND SOIL OF BELOOCHISTAN IN GENERAL. -SEASONS OF T H E  FIRST 

DIVISION. - TE%PERATURE. - PERIODICAL RAINS AND WINDS. - SALUBRITY. - SEASONS O F  T H E  SECOND DIVISION OF BELOOCHISTAN. - HOW DISTIN- 

GUISHED. - THEIR CONTINUANCE. - TEMPERATURE. - WINDS. - MSALU- 

BRITY O F  T H E  PROVINCE O F  MrJKRAN. - LUS AN EXCEPTION T O  THIS. - 
T H E  KOHISTAN, OR FOURTH DIVISION OF BELOOCHISTAN. - ITS  CLIMATE 

LIKE THAT OF T H E  FIRST DIVISION. " MILDER AND H E A L T H I E R  - SEASONS. - RAINS. - KUTCH GUNDAVA, OR T H E  THIRD DIVISION O F  BELOOCHIS  

TAN. - CLIMATE. - SOIL OF BELOOCHISTAN. - GENERALLY ACKNOWLEDGED 

T O  BE STONY. - WITH T H E  EXCEPTION OF KUTCH GUNDAVA. - MINERAL 

PRODUCTIONS OF THIS  KINGDOM. - METHOD OF SMELTING T H E  ORE. - FRUITS. - GRAINS. - MADDER. - COTTON. - INDIGO. - AGRICULTURAL REMARKS. - 
DETAIL OF T H E  CULTURE OF MADDER.-PRICE I T  SELLS AT.-OOSHPOOST, 

OR CAMEL GRASS. - HOW CULTIVATED. - QUICK VEGETATION O F  KUTCH 

GUNDAVA, LUS, AND MUKRAN. - DATE FRUIT  - PROCESS OF ITS  CULTIVA- 

TION. - T H E  DIFFERENT METHODS O F  PRESERVING THE FRUIT. - VARIETIES 

OF IT. - GREAT VALUE JUSTLY PLACED ON I T  BY T H E  NATIVES. - TIMBEB 

O F  BELOOCHISTAN. - ENUMERATION O F  DOMESTIC AND WILD ANIMALS. - 
VERMIN AND REPTILES. - FISH. - T H E  HORSE. - ASS. - MULE. - BLACK 
CATTLE. - SHEEP. - GOATS. - CAMEL. -DROMEDARY. - BHEPHERDB' DOGS. - 
- GREYHOUNDS. - WILD DOGS. - LION. - TIGER. - HYENA. - WOLF. - 
JACKALL. - EAGLES AND HAWKS. 

was once my intention to have inserted a few remarks on 
ITthe climate and soil of each division, under i ~ a  particular head, 
but doing so, I found, would have subjected me to the necessity of*  
repeating the same observations very frequently, and I therefore 
judged it better to include them all in a separate chapter. The 
diversity of situation of the various provinces of Reloochistan, and 
the consequent irregularities of climate and soil, will, however, fie- 
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quently induce me to revert to them, in order to discriminate with 
greater precision. 

The seasons of the two mountainous provinces of Jhalawan md 
Sarawan are, like those of European countries, divided into spring, 
summer, autumn, and winter. The former is usually supposed to 
commence between the middle and end of February, and continues 
two months, or perhaps longer, a circumstance which rests entirely 
on the forwardness, or otherwise, of the season. The summer 1at~t.s 
till the beginning of August, and the autumn then follows, until the 
cold, or a fall of snow, announces the arrival of winter, an event. 
that commonly happens in October ; that portion of the year is, con- 
sequently, accounted much longer than any of tlie others. * The 
heat is at no time unpleasantly great, unless it may be a few days at 
the close of summer; but, on the other hand, the cold is intense 
during the winter, and attended by a northeasterly wind, that blow- 
ing without intermission, and sometimes with extreme violence, not 
only throughout that season, but the spring months, brings with it 
heavy falls of snow, sleet, and rain, and it may also be remarked as a 
thing rather unusual in Europe, that here the very hardest fiosts are, 
experienced during the height of these winds, which appear to be the. 
only periodically prevailing ones in these provin&s. 

captain Christie and I were at Kelat, from the 9th of February 
till the 6th of Mwch, 1810, and towards the latter end of our sojourn 

- there the natives were in daily hopes of a fall of rain, which was to 
them the harbinger of spring, and expected to last for three week 
or a month ; this is the only annual fall they have, but, in addition 

None of the natives of Beloochistan seem to be aware, that any unerring principle 
can be laid down, to mark the commencement of the seasons, which they contend must 
depend on the state of the weather, a mode of calculation that renders it a mere accident 
whether any two yenrs correspond. In February, 1811, it snowed incessantly for fifteen, 
days in the vicinity of Kelat, and the frost set in early in October foll wing: so that re- 
jecting the winter, the other three seasons of that year agreeable to the(klooche theory, 
did not include more than seven months and a few days. I 

11 
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to it, tme month of September and October are showery, and indeed, 
the whole of the cold season is more or less so, four or five daya 
seldom passing without either sleet or rain, save, during fiosty 
weather, w h n  the air is keen and bracing. The salubrity of these 

\  province^ appears to be regulated by the seasons; the summer and 
autumn are said to be dehghtfbl, but in winter and spring, fogs, rain, 

'LC snow, and cold, are the origin of many diseases among the p r e t  
clssses, who have not means of protecting theniselves against the 
e%F& of a climate thst is equally fluctuating, and more swete, than 
that of England. 

In Mukran and Lua the swans  are likewise four in number, but 
they are not to be distinguished like those of the province just 
named, as they consist of two wet, one hot, and one cold me, - 
the latter of which ia very moderate, especially on the sea-coast. 
The wet seasons are in February or March, and June, July, and a 
part of August; the former comes from the north-west, and only 
continaes for a fortnight or three weeks, but the latter comprises all 
the ftry of. the south-west monsoon. The hot season begins in 
March, and .la& till October, (the south-west monsoon intervening,) 
and in it, occasionally, the heats are so excessive as to prevent, even, 
the inhabitants from venturing abroad during the days called the 
66 Khoormu Puz" or date ripening, which take place in A u e  
The months of November, December, January, and February, are 
looked upon as the cold eeason, but even then it is much warmer 
than at any period of the year in the upper parts of Jhalawan and 
Sarawan : * north-west winds prevail at this time, and are particularly 
strong towards the close of the cold weather; during the remaining 
eight months the hot winds blow continbally, inland, and though 

Wherever two provinces lie contigkus to each other, as Jhalawan and Lus, it 
n d y  resulta, that they must in some degree partake of the advantages and disad- 
rantages of climate which prevail in each. Thus, the southern districts of Jhalawan are 
dot so cold as Kelat, and the part of Lug adjoining them, ia much colder in winter than 
the seaamt. 



h e y  w seldom known to be fatal to life, they d d m y  every apptmn 
o f  vegetation, rod will, w e n  &cr dusk, scorch the akin in a most 
painful manner. BIukran is considered by the people of the d- 
pin ing  countries t o  be peculirvv unhcdthv, except on the immediate 
-t, where the atmosphere is tcrnpcrcd by the sea breezes. To 
the European constitution, it has, cvcbn there, b c e t r  esteemed ex- 
tremclv prejudicial, ~ls wrs proved (in the  only instance I have heard 
of)  byil le late and nluclr r~prettnl Captain Gmnt, of the B e n d  m i l i  
tuy service, who was about three months in this province, while 
acting undcr the onlers of Bripdicr-(hnerrrl Malcolm, and q u i d  
i t  in a state of extreme bad health. The amall province of Lua is 
reputed to  be an excq~t ion  to  the general insalubrity of this division 
of lkloochistan ; and it is a very cx tmrdinary  tid, that the range 
of nlountnins that w B p r a t e  it from hfukran, h m  also drawn a gud 
line of distinction twtween their natives, in manners, customs, .ad 
ap~waran re  The Kohi~tan,  or  that division of Belmhistan,  l ~ i n g  to 
he w m t w d  of the sandy dcncrt, being of a mountainous nature, 
rcwnibles in climate the provinces of Sarrwrn and J N r w a n ,  unless 
that it is much milder, and conscqucntlv healthier. The amaom 
here, are likc thuae of hlukran; but the  rains, in June  and July, 
which are a l w a p  rcgular in thu provincc, u e  here oficn partid, 
and at otlicr t i m a  M) heavy m to dmtrov thc rmp ; such w u  tbe 
crsc in 1 8 0 ,  and a f m i n e  succcculcd, whilc in Suawan, thc u m e  
calunitv occurred from drought. 

In Kutch (;udava,  the  climatc is opprcssivclv hot through- 
out tlie nitnlmer, and during the  winter it contillurn no warm 
that this provincc is rcsortd to bv all the  cliicfk and inh.bit.nta 
(wlio cm d o n l  the expcnw) of the p r n v i ~ ~ r n  of Surwan and 
J N a w a n .  

I am not p+ to  offer ally dt-tailcul ~ n . . t i a n s  on the mil 
of Bcloorhistm, wliirh, in f a ,  is a nubjtx-t pxuliarlv Jmoid  of 
varit.1~ or ilitrrt-t. It k~~l t*rnl lv  a p l u r n  t o  I x b  r x c t ~ q l i n ~ l y  stony ; 
and in thc provinca of S P n w m ,  ShJlrran, 1- u ~ r l  31ukran. 

T T  
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this is evident to the moat common observer, unless on the eec 
coast of the two latter, where it is sandy and arid The mouw 
tabs of all these are chiefly composed of black or grey r o d  
of a very hard nature, and the earth of the plains and vales, 
amongst them, is mixed with such a prohsion of pebblea and 
small stones, that there is .often not the slightest appearance of 
mould; yet, in spite of this disadvantage, some of them produce 
plentiful crops of wheat and barley ; and in others, where they 
are not tilled, grass grows luxuriantly and to a great h e i g h ~  
The soil of the Kohistrm is very diversified. In the vallies, it is 
usually of a black loamy description, and even some of its lofiest 
mountacins have h e  earth to their very summits ; whilst others are 
nothing else than a maes of black rock, destitute of verdure. Of 
Kutch Gundsva., the eoil is rich and loamy ; and so exceedingly pro- 
ductive, that it is said, were it al l  properly cultivated, the crop 
would be more than sdc ien t  for the consumption of the whole of 
B e l d t a n  : even as it is, they export great quantities of grain, 
-beside cotton, indigo, and oil. The Bad4 Sumoom, of which I have 
made very particular mention in another p l d ,  bbws in Kutch 
Gundam during the summer months ; and many people lose their 
lives by it. 

Gold, silver, lead, iron, copper, tin, antimony, brimstone, alum, 
d-ammoniac, and many kinds of mineral salts, and saltpetre, are 
found in various parts of Beloochistan. The precious metals have 
enly been &covered, in working for iron and lead, at mines near 
the town of Nal, about one hundred and fiRy miles south-south-west 
ef Kelst. The different other minerds, I have enumerated, are 
very ~lentiful. Rock salt is very common to the weatward, and 
saltpetre is likewise dug up in a native state : at Kelat they make the 
h r  ingredient h m  the soil, and esteem it much the strongest. 

Vide Narrative of the 2d ofAp7.  Part I. 



On the high rod  &om K& to Butch Cundava there is r range of 
hills, from which a species of salt, @ d j  red in i ta adour, b at- 
tracted, that pow?ssea very great aperient +ties. sulphur and 
d u m  are to be had at the slme place I MW quratitier of white and 
grey muble in the mauntrinr to the westward of N d y  ; but i t  
d o a n o t ~ m t o b e a t d p r i d b y t h e B e l O O C b e r  T b e n d d  
they have of melting ore is very simple ; and although it m y  wrmb 

times leave r tri9ing portion of the mil mixed with the metal, it is, 
fiom ita ingenuity, worthy of dereription. When r rutfici- 
quantity of the ore fur one pmeeu  hu beco adhad, it is pLcal 
on r pile of dried wood, which is k i n a  md ltep re+&bed with 
tierh hel till the ore melta urd famu r mrrw rt tbe bottom ; it ir 
then sepurted from the rubbimh, .ad L much cleraa thm rban 
takenoutof the mine T b e y n e x t p l a c e i t i n a p i t m d e d t i l e a  
highly tempered mortar, that is DO amstructtd u to admit r firs 
under it. When the o n  meits the  m n d  time, dl the dma d 
dirt that a n  be removed by rltimming and picking, is taken away 8 
the metal ir a f k w d a  Liftad out, in a liquid atate urd pound into 
hollow moulds of clay, in which r ~ t e  it ir mld, in the K& mut& 
about one lulf cheaper than Europcur metal of rimilu descriptioa 
Tbc Bcloocher do not attempt to puritj the p l d  d silver on, 
and therefore dqxme of it, in ita naive atate, to the H i n d o g  
who transmit it d y  to the cities in the Punjab to avoid the 
duticx 

The g a d e n 8  of Kelat ur planted witb m v  mrrr of' f i t  

t m ~ ,  of which, d l  the  finest were brought fmm 1Z.bool during 
the pvernmcnt of Nusscpr Khan, who pad e a~eatioa to 
h e i r  rcruing, and crcitcd an emulation among hia ubjccta by 
dering mudr fur the best pmluc t ionr  The following d 
at a v e 7  rnodctrk rrte, in due wrroa, in the B u u  of Kclrt, 
dl her bow Tu auc~=ful  his cndcavoun have porrd : .pC 
ed* pachq   pa of v u i o u ~  kinds, dm& pinrb io  nuts, 

.pph. many differeat turds, u du, of p l u m  currank 
. t t 9  



irnd cherries ; quinces, figs, pomegrmates, mulberries, plantains, 
melons *, guaivas, &c. &c. 

At Shal and Mustoong, to the northward of Kelat, they have 
almonds oT so delicate a quality, that they are blanched by simply 
rubbing them in a dry cloth. All kinds of grain t known in India, 
are cultivated in the different provinces of Beloochistan, and they 
have abundance of vegetables. $ Madder, cotton and indigo are also 
produced in Beloochistan, particularly to the northward and east- 
ward of Kelat, and the latter is considered superior to that of Bengal, 
and sells for a higher price. 

In the upper parts of Sarawan and Jhalawan, and the districts of 
Shal and Mustoong, the wheat is sown in August or September, and 
reaped the June following ; barley is put into the ground one month 
later, and the crop is gathered earlier, so that it comes to perfection 
in about eight months; maize in three or four, provided it be 
planted in the heat of summer, and in a sheltered place. Indigo 
will not thrive here at all, and rice only in low dales where there is a 
supply of water to keep it flooded. The madder does not become - 
fit to use under three years, and as the culture of it requires some 
pains, by describing the process, it will afford an idea of the Belooche 
system of agriculture. The ground being prepared and lined off ipto 
small trenches, the seed is put into them and flooded, and, while in 

* Melons of all kinds are cultivated to astonishing perfection, and some of the water- 
melons come to so large a size, that a man can hardly liR one. The Belooches pluck all 
the flowers, except one or two, off the stems, and nourish them with manure, alternately 
keeping t h e ' h i t  above the earth, or cwered with it, which makes it sweet and juicy. 
The same plan is adopted for the musk melons. 

t The grains cultivated in Beloochistan are rice, wheat, barley, bajree, (Holcur 
Spicatus.) Jowaree, ( H& Sorghum.) Moong, ( Phaseolus mungo.) Maize, (Indian 
e m . )  Dal, (Vetch.) Oorud, Muttur, ( A  kind of pea.) Til, (Sesamnn.) Chunns, 
(Cicff Ariditam.) 

$ Vegetables to be had at Kelat are turnips, carrots, cabbages, lettuces, caulifiowers, 
peas, beans, radishes, onions, celery, parsley, garlic, egg fruit, cucumbers. 

, 



that w e ,  the trenches are filled with earth and rich manure. The 
plants appear in nine or  ten days, and in the  course of the first 
summer the stalks incrrpse to t h m  or four fmt in height ; they .re 

cut down in .September and given rs fdder  tn the  cattle, After thi, 
the p u n d  is repeatedly floultrl and m u r e c l  until spring, whrn 
the plants again shoot forth, and ruch rs .re intended for seed, .re 
act aj)art, u this scwond y m r  is dermed the bmt for that p u r p a e  1 

the  remainder are cut m w y  month or six wcels,  which hcmm .U 
the  vc~etat ion into the n ~ a ,  and adds to  their size. F m h  stdk of 
those aeleeted for seed, produces one Bower on tbe very top of it. 
In the pod, which succccuia, are two muis; this, when ripe, b 
pluckcd off and laid apart, the stems u e  then takcn away, u in 
the firat ymr, and similar p rmut iona  adopted to enrich the miL 
In the third Bummer the stalks uc pruned u in the two preceding, 
and in September h e  roots are dug u p ;  they are quite straight, 
without any ramifications whatever, and usually from three to fivc 
f i e  long, but very thin ; thew mots are immediately cut into 
nmvll p i c ~ t a  and dricd, in whidl atate they am sold. h u t  ten 
pounds fur a ruprc in the  Kclat hur. O o s h p m h t  or amel gmm 
ia a particular kind of clovrr, that grows with a a t d L  a foot or two 
high, and lcrrvcrs like shamrock ; it will produce twice in a month, 
fiom the rommracemcnt of npring till the  end of autumn, and m 
mains in a withered state during the winter, .t the close of which it 
is flooded and n~anuml .  This plant h t s  in p a t  p r f i d i o n  for six 
or  scven vcarr, but .Acr  that period the r- ur! pullc4 u p  and the 
mil dI011"d to lit* fallow for two or  three wlraona ' h e  d r a w  of the 
diffvrent p i n s  roostitutm a vcty principal food of  die cattle, d u 
a,nlmoelv choj,prd with Ohmllprht. The u*ltl,cm yruvinam of 
h iukrm and Lus have the advantage of two a11nurl mpr d finr, 
owing to their two wt* w a w n r  

I11 tbe low chun ju ikw of Kutch (;un3rvs 1- d prc of  
hiukrui, the c n q ~  ,re n ~ u c h  vwnrr  ripe. Wbat in rr@ L sir 
m o n t h  and barley in lesr d m  fivc; the orientd v q  f m  

I I 
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five to two months ; and cotton and indigo are ppoportionably quick. 
It ia a temkable fact, t h t  rice will not grow in Kutch Gundsva, 
Jthougb the soil there the most luxuriant crops of we ry other 
de6cription ; nor is there any deficiency of water. In Mukran the 
culture of the date fhit  is conducted with great attention ; and as the 
process is somewhat remarkable, and proves in the most incontro- 
vertible manner the existence of the male and female trees (a point 
I have heard disputed), I shall here detail it, premising that I had 
several opportunities of being an eye-witnees to the fact. The trees, 
both male and female, generally begin to blossom the end of February 
or early in March. The flower grows out of the stem, betweem the 
topmost leaves or branches, and has much the appearance of a bunch 
of wheat ears, except that it is larger and quite white. The male 
flower is sweet and palatable, but that of the female bitter and nau- 
seous to the taste. As soon as the trees are completely in flower, 
they cue pruned of all exuberant branches ; beaide which, it is oRen 
found adviseable to remove a certain q ~ t i t y  of the blossomo h m  
the female, otherwise the fruit will not come to the same perfection. 
When this has been done, a stalk of the male flower is inserted into 
o small incision made in the core of the top of the female tree, and 
the dates gradually increase in size till the L6 Khoormu Puz" or date 
ripening, which is a term applied to a period af extreme hot weather, 
seldom exceeding three weeks, that occurs in August or September. 
Without this agency, the female blossoms will form into the shape of 
data, but never ripen ; and those of the male tree are of no other use, 
unless I may add that the Belooches eat them as bread, either in their 
green state or roasted. One tree of the latter sex is d c i e n t  fecun- 
date many hundred females, as the minutest particle of farina will an- 
ewer for that purpose ; and I was even mured that the same portion 
might be removed, in caae of necessity, fiom one to another witb 
equal effect. When the Woomu Pua" is past, the dates are 
pulled, and appropriated according to the v i m  of the owner. Some 
ere dried on mats in the eun, in the state they come off the tree ; the 
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m e  method is pursued with others aRer extracting the stoner, .nd 
they are then strung on small lines made of goats' hair. Thoae that 
a~ intended to be kept in a moist state are immediately packed into 
baskets made from the palm leaf, and the abundance of saccharine 
matter that they contain preserves them from spoiling. There are 
numerous different kinds of the tree and fruit, aa the conjunction of 
any two varieties forms a third, diotinguished by another name; 
yet a person, to be deemed well versed in the cultivation of &ei, 
must be capable of pointing out and mentioning, on seeing eseh tree, 
the name and description of the fiuit it beara The most esteemed 
in Beloochistan are called Lur, Puppoo, Moojwatee, and S h i n g u s k d  
The date tree is looked upon by the nativea of these countries,. and 

.with great reawn too, the most important blessing they enjoy ; th 
value of which is enhanced by its thriving best in soil of a gravelly 
and barren nature, and consequeBtly.of no other use. 

The best timber the Beloaches have is of the Upoors * and 
tamarind trees, both of which are remarkably hard and durable ; and 
the former resembles teak so greatly in grain, weight, and appear- 
ance, that Captain Christie and myaelf mistook it for that waod. 
Both these trees grow to a very lnrge size, and to them may be added 
the Babool, Lye, and Mulberry, 8s they are all wed for building, 
To the westward, the natives principally appropriate the palm tree 
to the same purpose. The Neem, Peepul, Sissoo t, Chinar, Mango, 
walnut, and sycamore, are also all found in various divisions of the 
country ; but the oak, ash, fir, &c are unkpown. 

The domestic animals of Beloochistan are horses, mules, assee, 
camels, dromedaries, buffal- black cattle, sheep, goats, dogs, and 
a t a  ; beside fowls and pig801~ : they have neither geese, turkeys, or 

* A ipciee of the Zhyphus Jujuba 
t Tbe Bsbool, P a m h  mimosa; Lye, tamarisk ; N- melb rrzadirecbta : Peep4 

ficus religiooa ; S i  dalbergia sksoo (Roxburgh); Chimu, WULI 
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ducks. The wild animals are lions, tigers, leopards, hyenas, wolves, 
jackalls, tiger cats, wild dogs, foxes, hares, moongooses, mountain 
goats, antelopes, elks, red and moose deer, wild asses, &c. &c. Of 
the feathered kind there are eagles, kites, vultures, magpies *, crows, 
hawks, wild geese, and ducks, flamingos, herons, bustards, florikens, 
rock pigeons, lapwings, plovers, snipes, quails, partridges, and almost 
every class of small bird to be met with either in Europe or India. 
Vemin and venomous animals are not so common as in Hindoostan, 
and fresh fish is, it may be said, unknown, except on the sea- 
coast, where the inhabitants subsist on it the greatest part of the 
year. 

'Qe horses of Beloochistan are strong, well boned, and large, but 
usually extremely vicious. Those which are brought to India from 
that country, are mostly bred to the southward of Kelat, and in Kutch 
Gundava The breed of this animal, in Lus and Mukran, is small 
and deficient in spirit. Westward of the desert, the Belooches chiefly 
get their horses from Khorasan ; and those chiefs, who have brood 
mares, cross them with Arab or Persian horses, from which circum- 
stance they are very superior in mettle, docility, and beauty. There 
is nothing observable in the ass or mule of this region ; nor do the 
black cattle, sheep, or goats, require any particular notice. The 
sheep are mostly of the species ~dled,  in Persia, Doomba, or the fatr 
tailed ; and the goats are rough and covered with black hair, which 
serves to protect them from snow and cold. Of all the domestic 
creatures I have enumerated, the camel and dromedary are the most 
highly prized by the Belooches. The camel is of the species with two 
humps, and is only serviceable for burthen, being heavy in his make, 
with enormous bones, shaggy coat, and amazing strength. The 

I have never seen magpies in any part of Asia except nt Kelat. I believe they are 
unknown in Persia or the Kabool dominions, ruld it seems unaccountable that they should 
be confined to the dietrict of Kelat alone. 
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dromedary, or one-humped camel, is trained by these people to 
travel at an incredible rate for many successive days, ' and their absti- 
nence from food or water peculiarly suits them for the Chupaos or 
marauding expeditions of their owners, in which they have a decided 
advantage over horses. The camel is never seen in any of the low- 
land countries, and even in the upper provinces they are rarely 
employed or reared. The dromedaries vary exceedingly in form and 
appearance, according to the clime of which they are indigenous. 
In Mukran and Lus they are slender, light in colour, and usually 
beautihlly proportioned ; while at Kelat and to the northward of 
that city they are, comparatively speaking, heavy, very black, rough, 
and cross made. These latter h e  by much the best, and are more 
patient of heat and cold than any others I have ever heard of. 
Shepherds' dogs and greyhounds are the most valued of the canine 
species, and the Belooches are as attentive to their pedigree and 
rearing as a sportsman in England could possibly be to his pointers. 
The former are very large and powerful, and, when irritated, exceed- 
ingly ferocious ; but, in common, the most docile creatures imagin- 
able. The wild or jungul dog is of this description, and unless a 
man be very well w e d ,  it would be dangerous to molest one of 
them. They frequently hunt in pacla of twenty or thirty, and will 
seize a bullock and kill him in a few minutes. Fortunately their . 
timidity is so great, that they keep in the most impenetrable junguls, 
and they are therefore little to be apprehended. 

The lion and tiger are seldom found in the mountains of Beloo- 
chistan, and I imagine, their real haunts may be traced to the forests 
on the banks of the Indus, and other parts of the desert waste lying 
between Sinde and Guzerratte. Hyenas, wolves, and jackalls abound 
all over this country, and make sad havoc amongst the flocks ; none 
of them, the hyena excepted, will attack a man, and that only, if 
urged by severe hunger, or irritated by opposition. Eagles are alone 
seen in Jhalawan and Sarawan. Hawking is a favourite pastime 

U U 
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with some of the Belooche chiefs to the westward, and they instruct 
their. birds with great care, principally to take bustards, jungul * fowls 
and black partridges. 

The jungul fowl are a wild species of the common barndoor fowl, but considerably 
smaller, and very like bantam fowls. They are game birds, and a small sized hawk, 
it is said, will not venture to attack a full grown cock. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

DIVISION SIXTH.-THE PROVINCE OF SINDE. - CAUSE O F  T H E  MISSION T O  

ITS UMEERS OR R U L E R S  - T H E  ENVOY AND H I S  SUITE. - PREPARATIONS 

-DEPARTURE FROM BOMBAY. - ARRIVAL AT T H E  PORT OF KURACHEE I N  

SINDE. - VISIT FROM T H E  GOVERNOR. - H I S  APPEARANCE AND DRESS. - 
OBJECT H E  HAD I N  VIEW. - H I S  SECOND VISIT. - APOLOGY T O  T H E  ENVOY. 

-HIS  ALARM DURING T H E  VISIT.-UNCEREMONIOUSNESS OF HIS  FOL- 

LOWERS. - DISEMBARKATION O F  T H E  ENVOY. - REFUSAL T O  ADMIT T H E  

PUBLIC SERVANTS INTO T H E  FORT OF KURACHEE. -DISCUSSIONS ON THAT 
TOPIC. - INSOLENT ASSUMPTION O F  THE UMEERS. - MEASUBES ADOPTED T O  
REPEL IT. -REPORTS I N  CIRCULATION. -DISPATCH O F  AN AGENT T O  TREAT 

WITH T H E  ENVOY. - H I S  COMMUNICATIONS. - REPLY GIVEN T O  THEM. - 
ORDERS T O  FORCE T H E  BRITISH SHIPS T O  LEAVE T H E  HARBOUR OF KU- 
RACHEE. M E A S U R E  RESORTED TO. - ABSURD ASSERTIONS REGARqING T H E  

IDIOM OF T H E  PERSIAN LANGUAGE AS USED I N  SINDE. - IMPROPER CON- 

DUCT OF THE GOVERNOR'S PEOPLE. - HIS EXPLANATION. - ATTEMPTS TO 
IMPOSE ON T H E  ENVOY. - H I S  DECIDED REMARKS. -JEALOUSY OF THE 
SINDIAN GOVERNMENT. ARROGANCE O F  T H E  GOVERNOR. - STATE O F  AF- 

FAIRS DESCRIBED. - A SECOND LETTER FROM T H E  UMEERS. - THEIR INSO- 

LENCE AND BRAVADO. - THEY WITHDRAW THEIR STIPULATION RELATIVE T O  

T H E  ADVANCE O F  T H E  MISSION T O  COURT. -PREPARATIONS FOB LEAVING 

KURACHEE. -MEANNESS AND DISHONESTY OF A SINDIAN CHIEF. -HIS IM- 
PUDENCE. -THE SHIPS TRY T O  GET ACROSS T H E  BAR, BUT FAIL. 

DIVISlON VI. 

HE causes that led to the mission to the King of Persia in 1808, * T rendered a similar precaution requisite on the part of the su- 
preme government of India with regard to the rulers of Sinde; and 
Nicholas Hankey Smith, Esquire, of the Bombay Civil Service, 
then resident at Bushire, was selected by the Right Honourable the 

Vide Introduction, Part I. 
u u 2  



338 MISSION TO SINDE. 

Governor-general to fulfil the duties of envoy. Henry Ellis, Esquire, 
Bengal Civil Service, was nominated his first assistant; Lieutenant 
Robert Taylor of the Bombay Native Infantry, and myself, the se- 
cond and third assistants. Captain Charles Christie to command the 
escort. . William Hall, Esquire, surgeon, and Captain William Max- 
field of the Bombay Marine, marine-surveyor. Preparations were 
made at Bombay in the early part of 1809, in a suitable style of 
magnificence, and the Maria, country ship, was hired for the con- 
veyance of the envoy and his suite to the port of Kurachee, whither 
the Honourable Company's cruizer, the Prince of Wales, Captain 
Allen, and three armed gallivats, were ordered to attend her. 
The envoy embarked on board the Maria, under the customary 
salutes, on the aRernoon of the 27th of April, and the whole of the 
vessels immediately weighcd and stood out of the harbour. 

On the 9th of May, at day-light in the morning, the Prince of 
Wales being a-head, made the signal for land in sight, which proved 
to be the lofty mountains extending inland fiom Cape Monze 
(Mowaree). At 10 a. m. the western point of Kurachee harbour was 
distant three leagues. It is a remarkably bluff headland, and there 

' is a small fort on it, which has the appearance of a square house. 
Several very high rocks within the harbour appeared over the low 
land that connects this promontory with the continent, like ships 
under sail. At noon we came to anchor in twelve fathom water, and 
Captain Maxwell went on shore, to announce to the Governor of 
Kurachee the arrival of the mission, and to demand pilots to carry 
the ships over the bar without delay, as it was blowing fresh fiom 
the south-west, with a heavy swell, and other indications of the 
commencement of the south-west monsoon. The Governor made some 
demur regarding the admission of the ships into the harbour; but 
his objections were over-ruled, and on the 10th both weighed and 
stood for the bar, gradually shoaling their soundings fiom twelve to 
two and three quarter fathoms, which was the lowest cast, as they 
immediately deepened to four and five. On pass in^ the fort on the 
point, the Maria was saluted with two guns, to which an equal 
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number were returned. About an hour after she had anchored, the 
Governor came on board to visit Mr. Smith, attended by several 
matchlockmen, and brought some sheep and vegetables as a present. 
He neither spoke Persian or Hindoostanee, but made numerous in- 
quiries through his interpreter, regarding the vessels and the number 

# 

of men they carried; and after sitting half an hour, seemed very 
happy to get away. He was a mean looking little man, with a dress 
corresponding, and the only point in which his costume differed 
fiom that of his followers was, that he wore an immense turband. 
The two succeeding days were lost in discussions respecting the dis- 
embarkation of the mission, which the Governor was anxious to 
protract, until he should receive instructions from the Umeers. On 
the 12th, he visited Mr. Smith a second time, when the latter 
took occasion to reprehend some improper assumptions, in .the cor- 
respondence that had taken place relative to the titles and rank of 
the Governor-general and the Umeers, at which he professed his 
regret, and said it arose from his ignorance of the Persian language, 
but, that he was willing either to put the person who had written 
them to death, or blind him, as the envoy chose. He was of course 
requested not to proceed to such violent measures, but to give orders 
for greater circumspection in hture. 

The Governor seemed under great alarm throughout this visit, and 
afkei- his boat was along-side, hesitated whether he would come on 
board or not. His attendants shewed him little respect, and, when 
Mr. Smith and he went into the cabin, one of them instantly rose off 
the deck, and placed himself in the chair in which the NuwwabY 
had been sitting, another wished to occupy I&. Smith's, but was 
prevented. 

On the 13th and 14th of May the tents and public stores of the 
mission were landed, and the former   itched on a spot pointed out 
by the Governor. Several of the gentlemen had gone on shore, and 

* The governor's o5cial title. 
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learned that great consternation had been excited by our arrival, that 
orders had been issued not to let any of our people enter the fort of 
Kurachee ; and, that a large body of troops, under one of their most 
distinguished Sirdars, had encamped within eight miles of the place, 
with the evident intention of watching our motions ; indeed, the 
whole of the Governor's conduct had evinced a medley of terror and 
dissimulation, and a jealousy of our acquiring the slightest inform- 
ation, which could not have been exceeded had we come with de- 
clared hostile intentions. On the 16th of May, the envoy disem- 
barked under salutes of f i k n  guns from the two ships, and was 
received on the beach by the escort and gentlemen of the mission, 
amidst th'e acclamations of a vast concourse of natives, to whom 
money was distributed according to the oriental custom. In the 
aflernoon the Nuwwab sent s man to intimate his intention of p a p  
ing his respects to the envoy, but as the order for debarring our 
servants from ingress to the fort was still in 'force, he was informed 
he would not be received. Mr. Ellis went to the Governor to explain 
the cause of this refusal ; and h d  an interview with him at a house 
outside the walls. The Nuwwab wished us to believe that a similar 
prohibition extended to all strangers : he said that he was very sorry 
it should give such offence ; that-whether Mr. Smith saw him or not, 
he would daily attend at his encampment ; that he had his orders 
from the ~meers ,  his masters, and must obey them, and that when 
a Mihmandar * was sent from Hyderabad, to conduct the mission to 
court, we should be convinced of the necessity of his non-com- 
pliance. A few days after, a letter was received &om the Umeers, 
acquainting the envoy with their determination to depute two officers 
of government to treat with him at K d e e ,  aud that he was to 
accept all they said as strictly official ; but, as the style of their 
language was in that strain of arrogance and superiority, which it 

' Mihmandar from Mihman, a guest, and Dar, a keeper. He is a person appointed 
to conduct envoys, and see that they are supplied with the productions of the country. 
Usually hie powers are very much ab& by malung them a cloak for extortion. 



MISSION TO SINDE. SSb: 

was so much the object of the mission * to check in its infmcy, the 
letter was returned, accompanied by a polite communication, acl 
quainting the Umeers, that as it contained, not merely an unwar- 
rantable assumption of rank on their behalf, but a want of due 
acknowledgment of that of the exalted government, of which the 
envoy was the representative, it was impossible its contents cordd be 
attended to in any form. Reports of various natures now daily 
reached us. At one hour it was confidently affirmed, that the 
mission was to advance to the capital, escorted by a large body of 
Sindian horse, and to be received with every mark of attention. At 
another, that the envoy would be called upon to negotiate with of- 
ficers that were to be dispatched to him for that purpose,/ and, at a 
third, that we mere to be forced by a body of troops, then reported 
to be on its march to Icurachee, to re-embark on board the ships, 
and sail for India. All of them corresponded in one great feature, 
which was, that the Umeers entertained the utmost apprehensions 
of our designs on their territories, and in Kict, the hourly arrival of 
reinforcements for the garrison and defence of Kurachee, would 
have afforded sufficient evidence of this dread. 

Some days subsequent to the transmission of the letter to the 
Umeers, a friendly note reached the envoy from Akhoond Mohum- 
mud Rukkn Khan, who had been at Bombay a few months before as 
an agent on behalf of the Sindian government, announcing his 
being deputed to confer with Mr. Smith, and his intention of making 
d l  possible haste to join him. The same messenger who brought 
this letter, confirmed intelligence that we had obtained some time 
before, of an army of three thousand men having been collected in 

An envoy on the part of the government of Bombay had been d e p u t ~ l  to Sinde the 
preceding ymr, nnd treated in a mnnner that mas not tlcemccl nt all u.2.nrmntc-d by the 
relative rank of the two powers. The envoy from thc Gorcrnor-general lint1 therefore 
tlie most pointed instructions to reprcss every attempt at similar impropriev, ancl to be 
scnlpulously esnct in resenting nny omission of thnt respect due to the Britich power in 
Indist, as well as any superiority claimetl by the rulers of Sindc. 
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the neighbourhood of the city of Tattah, and the probability of its 
moving towards us, in order, as we presumed, to enhrce the 
Akhoond's terms, which officer arrived at Kurachee on the 23d of 
May, and the following morning came to the British encampment, 
where he had a very long conference with the envoy. He dwelt 
much on the fears that had been engendered in the minds of the 
Umeers by the presence of two armed ships in the harbour of 
Kurachee ; and concluded by avowing that their being dispatched to 
Bombay, or at least out of the Sindian dominions, was a mne qoca non 
previous to the mission being allowed to move towards Hyderabad. 

Other subjects were also discussed of a political nature, and the 
consultatibn ended by a positive declaration of the envoy, that in pre- 
ference to proceeding to the capital, under the most trifling stipula- 
tion, he would go on board of ship ; and, however great the risk might 
be of venturing to sea at that advanced season of the year *, sail for 
Calcutta to lay the business before the Governor-general. That with 
regard to that part of the communication, made by the Akhoond, 
which related to his powers to treat with the envoy, it was entirely 
out of the question, as the latter could only.do so with the rulers of 
Sinde, to whom he was accredited. On the 26th of May, the Gover- 
nor sent a verbal message to the envoy, desiring he would irsue 
orders for the ships to quit the harbour immediately ; but he, as well 
as the ~khoond,  evaded, in the most artM manner, giving any 
written document to thia effect. At length the former proposed to 
shew any of the gentlemen of the mission the official instructions he 
had received from the Umeers, to enforce this demand ; however, 
when Mr. Ellis and Captain Christie proceeded to the usual place of 
meeting, he declined to fbM his proposal, on the grounds of not 
being authorized to do so by his masters. Under these perplexing 
circumstances, Mr. Smith came to the determination not to have any 

+ The south-west Monsoon had set 'in with great violence, and it was then blowing a 

tremendous gale. 
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further official intercourse either with the Nuwwab or the Akhoond ; 
but to write a letter to the Umcem and r e p k c  his h u r e  measures 
in conformity with their answer. At the sune time he anmnccd 
this resolution to those officers, and requested that the latter would 
attend at the British encampment, in oder  that he might hear the 
P ropord 1- read, ere it was seat off to H g d e n b d  He rmnl- 
ingly m e ,  md, while it WM preparing, a very long c o n v ~ i o n  
cook place, in which he laboured to convince the envoy that the 
mission bad been received in the most friendly m y ,  that the simple 
6ct of its being permitted to land, and h i a t  the British flag, w u  
decisive evidence of this d o n ,  for," added he, if you had 

attempted to enter the port witbout  lave,  the gum of the fort 
would have sunk your veawh" To thu brrvdcr it WM replied, 

that had .ffiirs come to that crisir, it would have been seen whether 
Engluh or Sindim guns w a e  best, and that the result w u  very 
obvioua 
The Akboond next adverted to the a p m i o u s  which were com- 

plained of in the Umeen correspondeoef, ud mdavoured to prme 
that they were according to the idiom of the Pcnila lurgurge u 
urd in Sinde: he m r e  that 3lool..irmr;' (mias) 
meant a Cricndly meeting; that hIornddut," (friendnhip) war 
highly dismpxdid u uaed in the envoy'. letters; and that 

IIoozoor," (the royal prcaeace) h d  been the title of the Urn- 
for twenty yurs,  and a d d  not be altered without putting every mur 
in Sinde to death. Bk. Smith r e m W  him that it mr to 
expect that bc W d  be r c q h t e d  with the pearliu idiom of Side,  
or adopt it, even admitting be were m ; that h4 rucd the two th 
wonL pointed out, and aU others, +le to their g e m d  
(uioa ; that Hanoor" w u  only applicable to an i d e p d m t  
rovcrcipn, and wt to a tributary government Likc W d Z;liark Tbe 
Akhcmnd hcrc intemptad the mvoy by saying that tbe t r i b  m 
of late y m n  only .nominal, and Lh.1 he might h b u t c  h t  m 
receiving mswcn to him formcr letten to the dictioa rued in thcm. 
' Ibe l* .bout tobdLptchedtocbeUmcrn~cbcd .bud  

s x 
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by one of the Moonshees, or Pesian writers, and the Akhoond made 
the same ridiculous objections to the use of various words inserted 
in it, after which he took leave. 
All the Sindians, who had entered the public service, were this 

forenoon expelled with their families, from their houses in the fort of 
Kurachee, and one of them, who was bringing some provisions for the 
use of the envoy's table, was seized and tied to a post, in the centre 
of the Sindian camp, which now nearly encompassed our tents ; but as 
we h d  Kunauts * all round our encampment, it did not incon- 
venience us. A remonstrance was instantly sent to the Nuwwab, 
who ordered the man to be released, and expressed his dissatisfaction 
at the act ; but a few hours after hie own people committed one of 
much greater insolence, by beating the Lascars who were filling water 
for the consumption of the two ships' crews, and spilling all that was 
ready to be sent on board. Another expostulatory message was re- 
sorted to, but the reply that was retuned rather augmented the 
outrage, by corroborating what the people had said, that it was done 
by the Nwwwab's instructions ; he, however, condescended to explain, 
that he had only intended the Lascars should not waste the water, 
and promised nothing similar should again occur. In the evening 
the Akhoond came to our encampment, accompanied by a person 
whom he introduced by the name of Moosa Khan, informing the 
envoy that he was empowered to communicate the Umeers desire, 
that the ships should quit the harbour, and that the mission might 
afterwards advance to Hyderabad, with every honor and attention. 
The envoy called to the Akhoond's recollection, that he had ap- 
prized him of his sentiments on this subject, and therefore further 
discussion was unavailing. Moosa Khan seemed, throughout .this 
interview, to be a stupid ignorant man, and continually referred his 
obervations to the Akhoond, for his approbation. , He was dressed in 
a plain white shirt, a pair of blue silk trowsers, and a quilted cap ; 

-- 

Kunauts are tent walk+ made for the purpose of keeping tenta private. 
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ifi one hand he held his sword, and he hund employment for the 
other, all the time he sat with us, in rubbing his beard and m u -  
tachios. The people who came with him crowded into the tent 
without ceremony, and would have taken possesion of the couches, 
but were ordered to seat themselves on the carpet. 

We had been so narrowly watched, since our arrival here, that it 
was quite unpleasant to venture beyond our camp limits; and matters 
began to assume so hostile an appearance, from the increasing ar- 
rogance of the Nuwwab, and the real, or affecied, imbecility of 
Akhoond Bukka Khan, that it was judged adviseable to re-ship all 
the valuable part of the public property. Boats were consequently 
requested of the Governor, who avowed his positive determination 
not to permit a single article to be sent on board, and effectually 
prevented any such precaution, by denouncing the displeasure of the 
Umeers, against whatever boatmen might dare to serve us. ' We were 
in reality now nothing better than prisoners at large, for the only 
communication we could have with the ships was by means of their 
boats, and every time that one of them came to the landing place 
three or four armed men were placed near her, to prevent things 
being put on board; we now also discovered that a guard was 
stationed at each corner of our encampment every night, which was 
so unequivocally meant to observe our proceedings, and consequently 
so undisguised an insult, that one of the Chobdars* was sent with a 
message, to direct that they mi'ght not again come there, under any 
circumstances, which was attended with the proposed effect. The 
Hindoos and other inhabitants of the town, who had been, at 
first, in the habit of occasionally visiting our encampment, had of 
late ceased to do so ; and the Sindians, who had been entertained in 
different capacities, were threatened with harsh treatment, unless 
they quitted our service, hut as the envoy apprized them of his in- 
tention of making this unwarrantable threat a subject of discussion 

Chobdar, a native mace-bearer; from Chob, a mace, and Dm, a bearer. 
a x  2 
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with the Umeers, they were all content, under this assurance, to 
remain. 

About a week aRer the transmission of the envoy'a letter to the 
Umeers, their reply was received, in which they entered into a 
very'prolix review of the behaviour they had adopted towards the 
mission from the government of Bombay, the antecedent year, con- 
trasting it with the increased attention and respect they wished to 
impress on Mr. Smith, had been observed with regard to the present 
one ; the style of their letter was, however, highly domineering and 
imperious, and, among others, it contained an- observation, that 
they knew not how to write to a person who had returned the 
PurwanuC Hoozoor (royal mandate) : they, however, revoked their 
orders respecting the dispatch of the ships, a matter, which they 
endeavoured to treat in the lightest manner, by inquiring of what im- 
portance it could be to them, though there were twenty British ahips ' 
of war in Kurachee Harbour ? 

Political considerations induced the envoy to overlooli, or at least to 
view in a secondary light, the exceptionable style of this communim 
tion, which was instantly returned, and as the question of any com- 
promise of the dignity of the British government, was laid at rest, 
by the rulers of Sinde having waved their stipulation on the subject 
of the vessels, he announced his determination to set out for Hy- 
derabad in a few days. We were now anxious to procure horses, 
and in proportion as our demand for them became known, they rose 
in price, so that a .tolerable poney, which might have been had a 
week earlier for eighty or ninety rupees,* was seldom offered for less 
than double that sum. Circumstances occurred in the plrchase of 
aome of them, that will serve to illustrate the general character of 
the Sirdars of the Sindian army; one of them, called Buhadoor 
Khan, sent three horses for sale, together with a written memorandum, 
implying that he had no wish to dispose of them, farther than to 

* Ten or eleven pounds sterling. 
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oblige the envoy. They were on examination deemed scarcely 
worth one thousand rupees,' which was the price put upon them, 
but, as the avowed civility of the owner bespoke him something above 
the common class, that sum was dispatched by one of the Chohdars, 
and a message expressive of thanks. In the course of two hours the 
Chobdar brought back five rupees, that the Khan requested might 
be changed, as they were four or five pice t short of their value, and 
we learned the whole had been counted over a dozen times, and each 
rupee examined with the most scrupulous attention. A gold mohur $ 
was instantly sent, and the Sirdar desired to pay himself out of it, 
whatever sum there might be deficient in the thousand rupees, when 
to our astonishment he kept the whole, and returned an answer, to 
say, that he wished he had been paid the total amount in similar 
coin, and that he had retained it to cover his risk of some more 
of the rupees proving defkctive. This man, we afterwards foud, 
was really a person of some rank, and a great favourite of the 
Umeers. He came to visit the envoy at our encampment, a short 
time subsequent to this fraud, without evincing the slightest syrnp 
toms of shame at the meanness of his behaviour. 

The weather had been unusually mild for some days, and the com- 
mander of the Prince of Wales, conceiving that that cruizer and the 
Maria might put to sea, they were ordered to proceed to Bombay, 
as their longer detention at Kurdiee was uncalled for by any cir- 
cumstance. They accordingly made an attempt to cross the bar on 
the 7th of June, in which the Maria was in imminent danger of 
being lost, and Captain Allen then stated, as his official opinion, that 
the ships would not be enabled to prosecute their voyage to India, 
until the close of the monsoon, unless a northerly wind should take 
place, which was very improbable. 

One hundred and twenty-five pounds sterling. 
1. A Pice is about twopence. 
$ A gold Mohur is equal to fitteen Rupees. 
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T H E  fortified town of Kurachee, is situated in latitude 24" 52l 
north, longitude 67" 17' east, nearly at the south-eastern ex- 

tremity of the province of Sinde, of which it has become, of late 
years, the principal Bunder, or sea-port. Its harbour, which is some 

11 
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times distinguished by the name of Khoor Allee *, is very confined, 
and owing to the bar at the mouth of it, it would not be prudent for 
vessels drawing more than sixteen feet water, to attempt entering it, 
though, when once over the bar, they would find deep, smooth 
water inside. 

A fort, built in L797, on the promontory that forms the western. 
side of the bay, is judiciously placed to defend the entrance, and if 
good cannon were mounted on it, and well served, I should suppose 
that no ship could approach it with impunity, and certainly not with 
effect, for her guns would require to be so greatly elevated, to avoid 
striking the brow of the hill, that nine shot out of ten would pass 
over, and fall into the sea on the opposite side. The same circum- 
stance would undoubtedly screen her from the fire of the fort ; but, 
as she would be close under the hill, her decks might be cleared by. 
matchlockmen, who would be completely protected by the masses of 
rock, and therefore, in the event of its ever becoming necessary to 
take this place, the only plan wo111d he, t,n land troops at some distance 
fiom it, and carry it by escalade. The fortifications of the town are 
very nlean and irregular, being in some places not above five or six 
feet high, and even there so broken down, that a horseman might 
ride up to the top of them ; while in others they are lofty, and kept 
in excellent repair. The whole are built of mud mixed with straw, 
and a long creeping weed, that grows in the marshes in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and on that side towards the creek, which flows up fiom 
the head of the harbour, they have observed the necessary precaution 
of facing the works to a certain height with stone and mortar. The 
houses inside the walls were ascertained by an actual numeration 
made in 1813 by order of the Umeers, & amount to three thousand 
two hundred and fifty ; beside which, there are some straggling huts 
around the fort that were not included in the calculation. The 're- 
sident population, excluding sojourners, at the same period, had in- - 

Khwr Allee, t4e harbour of Allee. Vide Chapter XII. Part 11. 
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cmued to thirteen thousand souls, which is more than me-half 
greater than when the mission was there in 1809. The majority of 
the iahabitanta are Hindoos, who prosecute a most extensive com- 
merce, in despite of the heavy customs and duties that are levied by 
one of their own tribe, who farms the revenues of Kurachee, a 
species of destructive policy that 0btAi.m throughout this country. 
The sum received into the public treasury in 1809, on account of 
Kurachee, was ninety-nine thousand rupees * annually, and the 
Ijarudar, or renter, was said to clear about twelve for his trouble. 
The former has since been advanced to one lac twenty-three thou- 
~ d t ,  and the present farmer is estimated to pocket nearly twenty ; 
from which it would appear, that this place is in a progressive ~tate 
of improvement, a fact solely attributable to the advantages of situ- 
ation it possesses, lying, as it does, nearly central between India 
and the whole of the dominions of the King of Kabool, together 
with Persian Khorasan, Bulb,  Bokhara, &c. The unsettled and 
decreming atlthority of Muhmood Khan of Kelat, also tends to aug- 
ment the revenues of his enemies, the Sindians ; for the northern 
merchants seeing his power unable to protect their property 
within his territories, have no other alternative, than to take the 
route through Sinde, notwithsbding the exactions imposed upon 
them. 

The exports of Sinde are chiefly made from Kurachee, and there 
fore this seems the most eligible opportunity to enumerate them. 
Those of home produce consist of saltpetre, salt, rice, cotton, ghee, 
oil, oil-wed, sharks' fins, bark for tanning, alkali, calico, and felts ; 
and fiom thc kingdoms and provinces to the northward, they bring 
chiefly for exportation, aa'Bafoetida, saffron, horses, leather, hides, 
madder, musk, alum, drugs of various kinds, Kashmeer shawls, dried 
fiuit, diamonds, lapis lazuli, turquoises, and other precious stones, 
bdellium, and gums. The imports fiom India are, iron, tin, steel, 



1 4 ,  copper , ivory, tea, sugar, s p i m  of d l  descriptionr, ch ina ,  
broad cloth, glass, and china-ware, -nuts, indigo, -nuts, 
mualin, p l d  cloths, ahields, 8ic &c &c, a large portion of  which 
u e  forwarded aa returns for the uticlea above enumerated. From 
K h o m m ,  Aiukrm, Persia, and Arabia, the Sindims h e ,  for 
bome consumption, swonls, ailk, cupeta, dates, m w o t e r ,  conwrve, 
tobacco, mffi and K u l l y ~ g  

Tlle face of the  country in the vicinity of K d e e  in a perf' 
level (on the #idea of the fort k i n g  north, east, and south) which 
extends, in each of the  two former d i d o a s ,  at least eight o r  ten 
miles, and in the  b r  down to  the ser As there had been a want 
of rain for three eeaeons, preview to the mimion into Side, 
the euth seemed to be quite burned, without the  slightest ~rrce of 
vegetation, rome d l  stunted buahea, scruered over the plain ex- 
cepted; but I observed one or  two welh that were a rcomp. red  
by large treea covered with luxuriant foliage, and the inhabi tmu 
rsbured w, that within eight and forty houm rfter a plentiful fiU of 
rain, the  ground would be a perfect gram plat. This plain ia a de- 
lightful place to ride upon, u there are no rtoncr or ftrurer in the  
ground ; thia circumstance ftequently tempted us to go out witb t h  
grcy-hounds, but we were only once fortunate enough to meet 8 

jackall, that gave ur a good run, and cxrrpcd by leaping into a well, 
Jtbough we understad, that jackdllr, foxes, wild bop, deer, d 
various other kill& of game were plentiful some miles firdm inland 
thrn wc u ~ l r l l y  p d e d .  

T h e  mission quiued K u r r h e c  on the morning of the la& of Jwr, 
and in five muchcr w i v t d  at the city of T.urh, which rru for- 
merly the capital of Sinde, th+ at prescnt in a - of d m k i o a  
md ruin. T h e  intcnncriirle awnt ry  betwear K u r r b a c  and thia 
p k  might, with great t ~ t h ,  be d y l d  a d m  bare d 
d y ,  without tnrr or  anv v c f f ~ i a r  to relieve the aterile rppevrnce 
it y-tr to tbc eve, m e  ~o OF the ~.bool. LJP, 
L b u l l ~ ~ L *  ~ t t h ~ t w o f i r s t ~ t h e r e  areT.oduorSunh3L 



tinguished by the names of their founders, who deserve the gnti 
tude of 'their countymen, and more particularly for having dug 
very deep wells, whence the thirsty traveller may procure a 
draught of deliaiously wld water in the warmest weather. Our 
biter halting places were at the villages of Gahrah and Goojab, the 
former of which is built on a small stream connected with the Inha 
We crossed, in the course of this route, several river beds, such ps 

the Bakran, Gungara, Gorlukee, Peepul, and Kooknee, that were 
of vatious breadths from fifty to five hundred yards, and then pep 
fkdlyl dry, although they were all described to us, as navigable 
during the rainy season. The ruins of Bumbhora, which waa ferr 
rketr1y a very large city, lie within four miles of the village of 
BahPhh, iu ~lrrtitnde W M, longitude 6'7" 50' east, on the southern 
dde lof.4 e e y  large hollow, in the shape of a bowl, the side. of 
which are beautifidly verdant and ovet-hung with large g p e a & g  
treee; 4 h  the northern base of this mound am the tombs of &erd 
'ehieg, :kho fell in a battle fought here between the compditors for 
the gm&ent of Sinde. Bumbhora has been hitherto u s d y  C O R ~  

sidered to have been the very ancient city of Brshminabad; but, fmm 
th siiuation in which the latter is spoken of, in the histories of 
this province that I have read, I have no doubt but that conjecture 
ia erroneous. About three miles from Tattah, on the side towar&. 
kfrachee, there is a hill called Mukulee, covered with tombs, which 
me now the only remaining evidence of the ancient opulence of tbu 
city. I shall describe one of them, which had better withstood tbo 
ravages of time than the others. I t  was erected in gn area enclosed 
by a high wall, the stones of which were neatly engraved and inlaid 
The buildidg itself was about eighty five feet square, with a cupola 
seventy feet high, that was partly hid by two balconies, or verandahs, 
the fronts d which were supported by pillars. The whole, as weU 
as the outside wall, were of yellow free stone, and inside, imm* 
diatdy beneath the centre of the dome, was a mound of Mwk 
stone, on which were the names of the people interred there : the 
most modem we muld decypher was engraved above a century and 



a hdf rga Ooc of tbe Uneen hd sent pedple rho curied a n y  
the e tone door of the entrance into the dome, on which we w m  tnld 
h e  of the building being founded waq nded *. SeverJ 
tombs were built of a similar kind of atone, and others highly 
m e n d  with enamelled tilm of beautiful green, purple, md b l w  
coloun ; but the exquisite enffrving of chapters of the Koran oa the 
rtone d o o r - h a  surpassed every thing else that we found worthy d 
observation in t h w  sepulchres. Then u likewiae dug out of rb 
d i d  rock, oh tbe nouthern side of this hill, r very r emuk~b le  well 
with r chunber dl round it, about fourteen feet below the 
to which you descend by r p i d  s t e p  The water d this well hr 
r rtrong m d c i n d  tmte that renden it unfit Lbr ordtouy purpaa. 
From the rummit of the eminence, in which tht e x c a d  

hr b mde, . Tattah hn the qpewmce of ur immmrs aty, 
Tbc homes are of a mud oolour, and the hump of ~~ mlh 
and mosques, reem J that distance to form a put of tk dwell- 
ings; but ,uyouapprafh .  tbedeluriooaxmenss*.Odnodhgb 
to be observed, on either side, wve long atreeta of lminhrhited 
r u i w  hou#r The buer two miles of the roul led'- r cum+ 
way h u t  reveo or eq$t fest hrgh, which rrar formerly 6und necac 
u r y  to ensure r communiatioo between the city d Lhe hill, .t the 
period of the d i q  of the Idua, whicb mnuJIg overfbrcd ha 
h n k s a o u t o e n c o m p v r T ~ b y r r t e r ;  k t  Lbr =me y u m  p r ~  
thir ham not happened, from llulw whicb I &vow to 
account for, when I dcncribe that river ; d the emhnkrnat, like the 
city, is p i n g  to h y .  

At eeven o'clock in the rnoraing d the l a  of J m  we cntarsd 
tbe d u r b  surroundsd by a conanme of tbe i nb i t an& rbo 
&wed ua through tbe streeta praying h d  For the rucrar d the 
minion, and tcstifjing their p v  by rcdrawtioar We rode r 
way, .An we got among ruins,*bcfure we ame to the hbit.ble put 



of the city ; and nearly as far thence, until we reached the Honour- 
able Company's &tory *, where we dismounted and took up oru 
quarters. 

A second letter was received by the envoy fiom the Umeers while 
we were on the road, acquainting him that one of their Jumptees, 
br state boats, was about to be dispatched for the conveyance of him- 
self and suite, by water, to Hyderabad ; and that he might expect 
her in a few days. It had been previously decided, that some 
plausible excuse should be fabricated to ensble the gentlemen of the 
mission to separate here, in order to proceed to court by two routa, 
m d  thereby acquire the utmost geographical knowledge of the 
country possible under so jealous a government ; and, therefore, 
this act of politeness was deemed rather unfortunate ; but it proved 
so exactly the reverse, that our plan was perfected by it, as the boat 
was found too small even to contain one half the mission; and 
Mr. Ellis, Captain Maxfield, and myself, were eventually 8ccommo- 
dated on board of her, with some difficulty, while the envoy and the 
remainder of the officers prpceeded by the land route. 

Our stay at Tattah affbrded us ample leisure to see every corner of 
it, and the surrounding district offered tu the sportsmen of the party 
abundance of shooting at hares and partridges. We were not, how- 
ever, exclusively indebted to these recreations for means to pass our 
time, as some acts of the officers of the Sindian government, again 
called for all the firmness and address of the envoy to combat them, 
and had nearly led to the mission abruptly leaving the country. 
Shortly after we had taken up our residence at Tattah, a nobleman 
of high rank and'station, of the name of Wullee Mohummud Khan, 
came to that city on official business ; and, the very next morning, 
sent a body of his troops, whomade prisoners of all the Sindi is  thh 
were employed by the mission, 

The Honourable East India Company had a commercial residency in Sinde h r  many 
Y- 



Mr. Ellis immediately waited on him by the envoy'r dirdonr, 
and repFob.ted in strong terms this unfriendly m d  unjustihble mea- 
r u m  A very long conference enaued, in w u m  language, in the 
coume of which the Khan d e d  hlr. Ellis who we (the English) 
were 3 and whether we firncid ourselves the lo& of the lurd 3 He 
dded that he  would d o  .r he chose with the subjects of  Sinde, Th.t 
he  would flog them, cut their cua 0% m d  put them to derth ; my, 
that he  would bum Tatah if he  thought proper ! 

hlr. Ellis pointed out to the Khan the & n u d i t y  of his vehemence, 
md told him, that had m y  o b w i o n  been known to  the  envoy, to 
exist against Sindians being entertained in the British service, it would 
of coune have been attended to ; but that u nothing of the  kind 
W been intimated, the Khan's conduct in seizing thae people was, 
in the moat Gvounble view of it, very unfriendly and indemrour 

The nobleman then mked Mr. Ellis whether h e  hd been instructed 
to sav 00, or w u  acting fiom the m u d  giddiness of r young man ; 
to wi i rh  bfr. E l l t  replied, that he  h d  cume there by d a i r e  d 
the  envoy. for the  purport? of expoatdating on what had occurred ; 
that hc  had no dcfintd instructions how to e r p r w  himwlf, u that 
must depend on the tenor of the arguments opposed to h i m  ; but 
that he conwived it required little discrimination to  distinguish right 
from wronp in 8 ar likc the prcsenr 

The Khan then brpln 8 prolix enumeration of his titles and 
powers, avowed that he  hd h w n  cmploved on negwhions  of' vast 
moment with the King of K b l ,  d had nu-dtul in the obj- 
fbr which he ru d t p t d  ; t l u l  he t l~crrfore conceived himrl t ;  and 
his op i~ l ions  entillmi to thc hiphcvt consideration u l d  respect ; and 
d d  only amount fi)r thc U c r  not being duly . p p r e c M  by 
fie kllis by his youth and inrxpr imrc .  

Mr. Ellis, ill rc*plt, uid that wisdom w u  by no m a s  8 n e c e a q  
conwyucncc of asre, nnti that thc n~itrl of diprlitirs was not likely to 
biu hir ju(lkw~cv~t or aItc*r his itlw of the merib of DO relf-evidC~1t 8 

caw u that uuclcr rliwtr.wio~~ 



The Khan next spoke of the envoy iriaitirig him ; s u e .  €he 
expediency of his being made acquainted with the final objects of 
the mission ; and hinted at the influence and patronage he might be 
dieposed to exert in favour of it, if properly solicited. 

In answer to these observations, Mr. Ellis informed him, that the 
idea of the British envoy condescending to sdlicit the patronage of 
any person was quite ridiculous'; that it was equally so to imagine he 
would communicate to any person, save the Umeers, the objects of 
the mission ; and with regard to visiting, that it was the Khan's duty 
to .wait upon him first; after which the conference ended, and 
Mr. Enis returned to the factory. 
The Sindians, who were imprisoned for entering our service, b e i i  

unconditionally released, the envoy was induced to receive a cornpait 
mentary visit &om Wullee Mohummud Khan, whi& he returned 
the following day. At both these visits there was a considerable deal, 
of high language regarding the style of writing that had been per- 
severed in towards the Umeers, but it form such a repetition of what 
Ishave already detailed, thai it is unnedessary to say more than that 
the controversy terminated without the slightest. compromise on the 
part of the mission, and that Wullee Mohummud Khan left Tattah r 
fear days afker, professing the greatest personal fiendship for the 
envoy, and good wishes for the general interests of the Britisb 
government. The retinue and appearance of this nobleman was 
much more magnificent than any thing we had before met with in 
Sinde. When he came to the fadory he was attended by sever$ 
Sirdars, who treatedhim with the utmost deference. He W8S very 
elegantly dressed in a white tunic, with a superbly rich h n g e e  * 
tied round his waist as a sash, and another of finer temture he wore 
aa a turband. His sword waa carried by one of his attendmts, and 
delivered into his hand as he entered the room. .His manners were 

' Loongee8 are cloths made in Sinde for sashes, hvbands, &c. Some are of s ib  
others silk and cotton, and maay of them are exceedingly rich and mtly, with a rut dad 
of gold embroidery. 



dqgnified and .tiible ; md his person tall md well formed, and cliE 
cubed to irnprem the idea of the rank he held. We diema& 
bed that him clan in that of the Lughuee Belooches, a bntrch of 
the tribe of Goomhanee, who inhabit the  hilln to the northward. d 
Kutch Gundrva, and belong to the preat clus of Rinda. At the 
visit which the envoy paid him, dl our attcndanta, amounting to 
upwuds of two hundred people, were entc.&ed with swecbmeata, 
sherbets, md -water, urd indeed cvery trifle war conducted in a 
princely style. 

I have remarked, in a p r e c d n g  plrce, thrt Tattah was once the 
crpit.l of Gindc, a distinction it held till the present rulcm built the 
brtm of Hyderrbd md removed their oourt thither, since which 
event the populitioo b.r decressed no npidly, that upwrrdr of two- 
thirds of the city ir now uninhabited. It is, however, rtill a a m  
riderable p k ,  being by cornputstion nearly six miles in circum- 
ference, exclusive of the ruins, which extend r long way on either 
d a  

I have in vain attempted to trre by whom thu city was fwnded, 
M the a r l i e s t  mention 1 find made of it is in the year of the liijree 
W*, when it I d  tiwrificrrtions, d m d e  some alight naiatance 
. p i n &  the troopr of the W ~ p b m  of Bqdad. T h c  rite it u buih 
upon is commonly r u p p o d  t to identifj. it with the Pattala of tbe 
Gnwks ; but thc whole of the lowcr districts of Sinde have under- 
gone such rsror~islling c h p  evi8n within thc  mcniorv of man, that 
d l  such conclt~sionr m u a  rest on nlcre conjecture \\'hen the native 
p r i n m  of Sinde rcg.incd thcir indqwndcnce from thc Arab vokc, 
they f i n d  thcir capital at T a t t ~ h ,  w1ric.h won h m c  one of the 
richest citiea in A s k  and the emporium of d l  w m m m  r r r r i c r l  on 
betwccn the peninnula of India m d  d l  that put of Asia h i n g  to  the 
northward m d  r t r t r a r d  of it. ''I'?N~ ~ ~ w w 1  IIO rxlx.rlixB or b u r  t o  
baut i fy  it by the creclion of hndrome buiidiop, 4 the b.lrb1i.b. 
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rnent of fine gardens, and were equally provident of the mor& 
important objects of affording facility to trade by cutting canals fiom 
the Indus, which runs four miles east of the town, through which 
the goods were brought and landed fiom boats at the very doors of 
the merchants' houses. All traces of the ornamental improvements of 
those sovereigns are now almost entirely obliterated, and the only 
aqueduct that yet remains is choked with rubbish, and has no longer 

- 

pretensions to any other designation than a common drain. 
The wealth and dignity of this city seem to me to have gradually 

declined from the period at which the province of Sinde became rr 
tributary of thetempire of Hindmtan ; but this is to be understood 
only in a comparative view with its pristine wealth and power, h r  
even so recently as the period of Nadir Shah visiting Tattah on his 
return fiom Delhi *, it is said there mere forty thousand weavers of 
calico and loongees in that city, and artisans of every other class and 
description, to the number of twenty thousand more, exclusive of 
bankers, money-changers, shopkeepers, and sellers of grain, who 
were estimated at sixty thousand j- ; whereas the aggregate population 
of it, at the present day, is believed to be overrated at twenty thou- 
sand sbuls, and the revenues derived fiom it are not equal to one lac 
of rupees (12,5001.) per annum, a sum which fdls short of the monthly 
collections made at the period I have just alluded to. $ 

That event took place in 1743. 
t This being a native calculation, allowances should ~ ~ h a p s  be made for exnggeration. 

I say perh.3 because we have the testimony of Captain Hamilton, who visited Tattah in 
1699, with regard to the immense population of that city. I have not been able to p m  
cure a copy of hie voyages, nnd cannot therefore quote volume or page; but fi.cm cmme 
extracts sent me by a friend, I find he writ- that the citadel was capable of lodging fdly 
thousand men and horses; and in another place he adds, that in consequence of a fidure 
of rain a dreadful plague had raged tbere, of which malady above eighty' thwsand 
people died of those who manufactured cotton and silk ; or, in other words, calico aDd 
loongees, which h e r ,  as I have frequently had k o n  to mention, are formed fiom a 
mixture of thore pmductiona, or silk done. 

$ A curious anecdote is told of Nadir Shah which will exemplify the natural mourar 
of Sinde, and d m a t  demonstrate what I have ~saerted on the opulence of Tathh in 
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The only manufactures now carried on in Tattah are those of a few 
white cloths and coloured Idongees; and in lieu of the bustle of a 
great trading city, the streets are deserted, the few shops that re- 
main open are scarcely worthy of being called such, from the dis- 
reputable figure they cut, and the whole Bazar exhibits s deplorable 
picture of poverty and depressed commerce. The houses here are 
built on a plan that I have never met with in any other country, & 
the walls are made hollow, by small pieces of sticks being nailed 
across each other, from the outer edges of a small frame of wood ; 
these bits of stick are usllally from eight to sixteen inches long, and 
are placed diagonally, so that they form a very strong &me on both 
sides, which is plaistered over with mud, or mortar, and afterwards 
has all the appearance of a solid wall. Some of the dwellings erected 
on this principle are three or four stories high, with heavy flat roofs, 
which is a proof that they are very strong; but I should doubt whether 
they would last long, as the instant two or three of the bits of wood 
get decayed, in the walls, the whole must necessarily give way. 
Many of the better sort of houses are also built with brick and 

those daye When the monarch k i v e d  at that city, he ordered Meer Noor Mohmn. 
mud, the governor of the province, into his presence ; who came with his huband round 
his neck, a wisp of hay in his mouth, and his feet covered, all customary tokens of sub- 
mission, which the conqueror required ; when he hod prostrated himself before the throne, 
Nadir called out in a loud voice, and asked him, if he had a well full of gold. The 
governor replied laconically. Not one, but two ! Nadir then demanded if he had the 
Lal, a celebrated large ruby belonging to the Umeers of Sinde. Meer Noor Mohum- 
med again made his former answer. The King threw up his handkerchief, and desired 
to be infirmed what the Meer saw on looking at it. He replied nothing but troops m d  
arms, which were naturally the idem uppermost in his thoughts. Then said Nadii, 
6' Produce your gold and rubies." The governor called for a Koolee, or very large basket., 
made in divisions, and used for holding grain and flour, which he had filled, and placed 
on his right hand; he next ordered a skin of ghee, or clarified butter, to be put on his left, 
and said to the Shah, I am a cultivator of the mil, and these are my gold and rubies, 
in which I shall not fail you." The King was gratified by the ti-ankness of the answers 
he had received, and bestowed on him an honorary dress. Meer Naor Mohummud 
afterwards entertained the whole army and followers, (exceeding 500,000 people,) for six- 
teen days in the most princely manner, and without a symptom of scarcity. 

z z 
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mortar, on a frame of timber ; and all of them, from the governor's 
to the lowest hovel, have Badgeers; which are a sort of venti- 

lators, like chimnies, down which the wind blows cool and refreshing 
in the most sultry weather ; at that time it is the common practice to 
shut up every other aperture, so as to exclude the hot wind and dust. 
The government of Tattah confers the official title of Nuwwab on 
the person holding it, who was in 1809, a cousin of the Umeers, but 
his appointment is a complete sinecure, as there are no troops per- 
manently stationed there, and the customs are farmed by a Hindoo, 
who takes his own measures for collecting them. The latitude of 
this city is 24" 44, north, longitude 68" 17' east, both of which are 
fixed by the mean of numerous observations taken by Captain Max- 
field The country immediately around it is perfectly level, except 
the hills of Mukulee, on which the tombs are built that I have al- 
ready described, and they extend to the southward till within f b n  
or twenty miles of the sea. These hills, as well as the plain, are 
covered with thick jungul, principally of the tamarisk, and a species 
of bastard myrtle. 

The rains had now set in with great violence, and it poured so 
heavily, that the streets frequently ran like rivulets, which quite put 
a stop to our riding out morning and evening. The heat had been, 
previous to this fall, excessive, for in the coolest apartment in the 
factory, the thermometer usually ranged from 94" to 102" throughout 
the twenty-four hours, but towards the middle of July it became 
much cooler, and we were greatly surprized by the. frequent re- 
currence of strong northerly gales, one of which enabled the ships 
to cross the bar of Kurachee harbour, and make a very quick passage 
to Bombay. The latter end of the same month, the mission left 
Tattah for Hyderabad, where Mr. Ellis, Captain Maxfield, and my- 
self, arrived, by water, several days sooner than the envoy and his 
party, they having been detained on the road by the severe indis- 
position of the envoy. 
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- OPPRESSIVE HEAT. 

EFORE I proceed further in the abstract from my journal, of B the proceedings of the mission till its final return to Bombay, 
- 

I shall, in this place, detail the sum of Captain Maxfield's and my 
o w n  observations on the river Indus, and the adjacent districts, ts 
gether with the information I have derived from other sources. + 

That celebrated river was once supposed to have flowed in nearly a 
direct south line, fiom its source into the ocein, but the successll 
investigations that have of late years been pursued, regarding the 
geography of Asia, have rectified this error, and thrown a light on 
the north-western frontier of Hindoostan, which could scarcely have 
been anticipated by the most sanguine promoters of science. From 
these researches we are led to think that the Indus rises between the 
thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth degrees of north latitude, whence it runs 
a little to the southward of west, for a distance of seven or eight 
degrees, forcing its way among the snowy mountains that separate 
Kashmeer and Little Thibet. About the seventy-second degree of 
east longitude it suddenly turns more southerly, being denied a 
further westerly progress by h e  mountains of Kashkar, and thence 
it varies its course, between south and south-west, to the fortress of 
Attock, in north latitude 33" 55'. To the northward of that place it 
is distinguished by the title of Aboo Seen, or Father River, and there 
it is usually called the Rood6 Attock, or river of Attock, by which 
name it is known until joined by the Punjnud, or five streams, that 
water the provinces within the Punjab; t here it may be said to 

The sources whence I have received information on the Indus, exclusive of the surveys 
to Kabool and Side, I shall touch upon in a short notice, regarding the construction of 
the Map that I purpoee affixing to this'volume. 

t The fire rivers of the Punjab, passing from west to east, are the Behat, or Cbelum, 
anciently Hydaspes. The Chunaub, or Jenaub, nnciently Accsines. The Rauvte, or 
ancient Hydrades. These three unite about 70 miles northeast of Mooltan, and take 

I I 
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enter Sinde, and, accordingly, it seems to be thenceforward exclu- 
sively spoken of as the Durya6 Sinde, which we must interpret the 
river of Sinde, though, in reality, it signifies the sea of Sinde. That 
is, however, used metaphorically to convey an idea of its magnitude. 

From the spot at which the Indus receives such a vast addition to 
its waters, by the Punjnud disemboguing into it, I am informed that 
it flows south-south-west, almost without a curve, for a distance of 
one hundred and sixty miles, passing the cities of Sukor, Rohree, and 
Bhukor ; the latter being situated on an .island in the midst of the 
stream. Seventeen miles to the southward of these places it sends off 
a branch to the westward, that forms a circuit, and rejoins the main 
body at the town of Sehwan, fifty miles lower down than where it is 

. disengaged. This branch is known by the two different names of 
the Kumburgundee and Larkhanu river ; which last it derives from 
running past the town of that name, and in one place it expands into 
a lake, ten or twelve miles across, that lies i~mediately at the foot 
of the Brahooick mountains, and has its edges overgrown with im- 
penetrable jnngul and reeds, the haunt of lions and other ferocious 
animals. The district of Chandookee, that is encompassed and 
fertilized by this branch, i s  the fincst in the territories of the Umeers, 
who receive from it a revenue of eight lacs of rupees per annum, * 
an amount, not equal to one half what it was thirty-five years ago. 
To the eastward, about half way between Bhukor and Sehwan, the 
Indus receives a tributary stream that is generally called the Khyr- 
poor river, from running near that town, as far as which, boats of 
light burthen navigate in the rains. Its proper name, I am told, is 

the n b e  of the centre one, or Chunaub. The fourth river is the Beah, and the filth the 
Sntledge. These two, when united, hrm the Hyp& of ancient geography. They are 
eometirnes known by the name of the Sutledge, but most frequently, now a-days, called 
the Gum, or Gurrah. , They run into the Chunaub, in latithde 2 9 O  1W north, longitude 
71" 28' east, and the whole receive the title of the Punjnud," or five streams," until 
they enter. the Indus, as stated in the text. 

One hundred thousand pounds sterling. 



the Doorlee, but that I have reason to think originates in the source 
of it lying in the district of Durelee, where it is joined by two other 
small rivulets, one ofowhich is said to have run to the southward 
along the edge of the aandy desert, and eventually reached the sea ; 
but the original bed of it has now disappeared in the sand, and the 
Khyrpoor river is rapidly sharing the sane fate. 

The next branch, if it can be called such, is immediately. opposite 
the fort of Sehwan, where the river forms an island of some extent 
that sftbrds capital pasturage in dry weather, but is overflowed when 
the waters rise. From this branch other minor ones disengage them- 
selves, and irrigate the districts to the extent of thirty or forty miles ; 
while the main body is swoln, though in common they are perfectly 
dry. We next come to the branch called the Fulelee, that encircles 
the island on which the capital, Hyderabad, is built. This is a 
larger stream than any I have yet described, and the cause is evident, 
for the Indus, immediately above its separation, skirts along the 
edge af the hills, and acquires such velocity &om being confined on 
the western bank, that the moment it finds an exit to the eastward 
it throws off all the increased and superfluous water by it. The 
Fulelee re-unites with its mother s t r ~ ~ m  ten miles south-west of Hy- 
derabad, though it is more than double that distance to follow the 
winding of the water. At its most eastern point it detaches the 
Goonee, which once disembogued into the ocean, about a degree to 
the eatward of the great mouth of the Indus ; but in 1799, Futtuh 
Allee, a late Umeer, threw a bund or embankment across it at Allee 
Bunder, where there was an island in the centre of it, and now, the 
fresh water presses agab~st the dam, on one side, whilst the tide re- 
gularly flows up to it on the other ; indeed, previous to the erection 
of this bund, which is the only work of public utility ever made by 
any of the reigning family, the salt water found its way twelve 
miles higher up during the springs, and tended to ruin the fine crops; 
which the circumjacent plain now produces. The river below the 
dam is called the Lonee or Salt river, in contradistinction to the 
Goonee, which signifies efficacious or useful. The usual breadthlof 
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the Fulelee is from two to four hundred yards, and the depth of 
water varies between two and six fathoms ; the Goonee is much nar- 
rower and shoaler, and the natives declare, that it is drying up every 
succeeding season, an assertion that is demonstrated by our finding 
that there are not more than four months in the year, during which 
boats of any burthen can ply between Hyderabad and Allee Bunder, 
whereas, some years back, there was a never failing intercourse by 
water, and considerable trade flowed though that channel into the 
eastern parts of the province. * 

After the Fulelee rejoins the Indus, the latter winds a little to 
the eastward of south, but soon regains its predominat~t inclination to 
the south south-west, which it increases still more westerly after pass- 
ing Tattah, and enters the Indian ocean with nearly a western aspect, 
in one vast body ; I say one body, for, although some trifling streams 
separate about eighteen miles flom the sea, and, &r various wind- 
ings and intersections, empty themselves into it by three or four 
mouths, they cannot strictly be called any thing else than creeks, 
being full or empty according to the state of the tide and river, and 
overgrown with thick junguls of mangrove. The rapidity of the 
stream in the Indus fluctuates with the seasons, whether dry or 
otherwise, and the nature of the districts it runs through also seems 
to affect it. I should estimate it to be above Tattah, usually between 
two and a half and four miles per hour ; lower down it is influenced 
by the tide, which causes it sometimes to run off at the rate of 
elwen or twelve, but this is said only to .be the case, when great 
fleshes, and spring tides happen at the same period. The soundings 
of this river are subject to the same remark, but in a greater degree, 
as the currents, and therefore, I have framed a medium table of 

When the mission that was deputed to Sinde by the Bombay government returned 
in &t&, 1808, the boats were dragged through the mud for several miles down the 
Goonee. A part of our heavy baggage was sent by the same route to join us in Kutch, 
but as it was a month earlier, the people who had charge of it experienced no such 
difficulties 
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them, at various positions, that will better illustiate this matter, 
than a long paragraph. + The actual breadth of its channel I have 
likewise included in this table, and it only remains for me to add, 
that the natives affirm there is no bar at the mouth of the river; 
nor any obstacle so high a,. Lahoree Bunder, (to which place in fact, 
it is an arm of the sea,) that would prevent even a line of battle 
ship .from going up, provided she was in charge of a skilful pilot. 
Notwithstanding the great depth of water, which the table exhibits in 
the Indus, the commerce is entirely carried on betwken Sinde and the 
Punjab and Uffghanistan in flat bottomed boats that carry from one 
to three hundred tons, and yet are so constructed, as to draw but a 

TABLE of the Depth and Breadth of the Channel of the River Indus. (a) 

(a) The depth d b d t h  in the dry vuon of those marked thus v, were tlcertained by the K.bool mission. Thw 
rhrn A, by h t  to Sinde, rod the reminder us from the b a t  native information I could procure. 

Ltituda. 

v3S0 55' N. 

Plrea. 

Attock 

DEPTH. BREADTH. 

... 
Dry Season. Remarlu. 

260 yards. When the mission tq 
380 do. Kabool crossed the In- 

2 fath. 
dus at Attock, on the 

'Oo0 do* 41 st of June, 1809, the 
1200 do. depth was urncertain- 

ed, from the rapidity s do. 7 fath.1 1000 do. ofthe which is 
3 do. 7 do. 1 1400 do. here confined by banks 

1 40 feet high, to the top 
8 do. 16 do. 2200 do. of which the aaLers 

vSS0 7' N. 

3 

often lisc duri YI the 
fieshes. At Kala h 
the stream is slow, 6 3 ,  

and extremely deep. 
I have adopted the 
breadth exclusively of 
the dry weather, as the 
really narrowest places 
often seem the broad- 
est the 

5 do. 
3 do. 
6 do. 
5 do. 
4 do. 
7 do. 

Il do. 
13 do. 

13 do. 

v31° 28' N. 
29' 541 N. 
29' 20' N. 
28' 2'7' N. 
27' 13' N. 
26O 61 N. 

~25' 22' N. 
A25O 91 N. 
A24O 44' N. 
A24O 40' N. 
24' 32' N. 
24' 29' N. 
91' 8' N. 

Kuheree 
Ghuee{ 

Rajunpoor 
ConRux of the 3 

Punjnud 
Bhukor 
Sehwan 
Hyderabad 
Fulelee river . 
Tattah 
Peer Putta 
Lahoree Bunder 
Dhamjay Bunder 

3 !. ! E~r:r '' the 

10 do. 1600 do. , 
6 do. ' 900 do. 
8 do. 2000 do. 

10 do. , 
6 do. 

18 do. / 
16 do. 
16 do. 

16 do. 

2200 do. 
1800 do. 
700 do. 
4 miles. 
9 do. 

12 do. 
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fkw feet water +. This construction enables them, when proceeding 
upwards, to keep close to the edge, where the current is hardly percep 
tible ; and on their return to the southward, although their passage 
might be accelerated by being of greater draught of water, and 
consequently having more hold of the stream, yet this defect is more 
than counterbalanced by the advantage I allude to. 'I'hese boats 
set a large square sail that is hoited abaft the mast when going before 
the wind ; but they never attempt to haul upon it, and are, in the 
event of its being contrary, dragged up the stream by men. 

To the eastward of the Indus the province of Sinde is a perf& 
level fiom its most northern boundary to the sea-shore, with the ex- 
ception of two or three low hills called the Gunjah hills,'on.the island 
in which Hyderabad is situated On the western ljarik of the river, 
from the latitude of Sehwan in 26. 6l, there is.a Yariety' of feature in 
the face of the country, sQme districts being. mountainous, some flat, 
and some intersected by ranges of 'low hills until we reach the sea. 
Northward of Sehwan the plain extends to the hills of Seweatan. 
The present rulers of Sinde being passionately fond of hunting, and 
feeling no scruple at impoverishing their dominions and oppressing 
their subjects, when placed in the scale with the gratification of that 
passion, have enclosed all the finest districts along the banks of the 
river for the preservation of game ; and places that were within'these 
last twenty years in the most luxuriant state of cultivation, are now 
impervious junguls of the most useless description of trees and 
bushes. 

The morning &r the envoy reached Hyderabad, the Umeers each 
sent a formal deputation out to our encampment, which was pitched 
on the bank of the Fulelee river, about one mile south-east of the 

' The trade on the Indm is now almost nominal. The ignorant and short-sighted 
policy of the Umeers of Sinde has crushed it in that province, and the imsettled state of 
the countries to the northward render3 i t  precarious there. At p-t it amounts to 
l ike more than a fm boats passing up and down with piq dtpetre, d t  and 6re 
wood. . , 

3 A 
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fortress, to congratulate him on that event and enquire aRer his 
health; but as it was ascertained that none of the persons who 
brought these complimentary messages, and who were also charged 
with the delivery of many large trays of sweetmeats, were of higher 
rank than Khidmutgars *, it was not deemed coneonant with the 
situation of affairs that Mr. Smith should receive them in person, and 
Mr. Ellis accordingly did so ; at which anangement they appeared 
considerably disappointed, though, when they found that they Bad 'r 
present notwithstanding, this feeling ceased, and they returned ia 
- 

perfect good humour. The Umeers did not, however, allow this 
alledged disrespect towards themselves to pass without a long expoe 
tulation, which was delivered by one of their Deewans, or menPgen, 
called Mooshtak Ram, who particularly enlarged on the policy of the 
envoy courting the favourable opinion of the Umeers by acta of 
pointed external respect, on which subject, he added, they were very 
tenacious. He likewise adverted, most opportunely, to. its having 
been omitted by the envoy to make a return of complimentary en- 
quiries for the Umeers, and was informed that that had not been 
neglected, but that the Moonshee who was dispatched for that pur- 
pose had in vain endGoured to gain entrance into the fort, and an. 
actually obliged to wait outside until he sent a person back to 
Mr. Smith, to ask what steps he should take towards delivering hi8 
messages ; and that that gentleman had even waved ceremony so fiu 
as to direct he would do so to any of the officers of government he 
should happen to meet with, in order that they might be conveyed 
to the Umeers through that channel. 

The Deewan was further reminded, that previous to the arrival of 
the envoy at the capital, Mr. Ellia found occasion, more than once, 

Khidmutgars are personal servants, and we usually apply the term to every descrip 
tion of attendants at table. In Sinde the word appears to be more d e d  in its sccep 
tation, and to rrirnufV inferior D e e m  or stewards They, however, wait on their 
masters and perform servile offices kr the household. The Peish Khidmuts of P d  am 
of the w c  class, and seemed to me to be employed on similar e m &  and daties. 



to h e  intemoursa with the Urn- on official topica, and that the 
Moonbee  who rrra employed on those emnds wm invuirbly refbaed 
admission into the fort, and oblqed to remain in tho buu, outaide, 
until an answer was brought to him. It wm therefore widcnt, if 
m y  unfriendly omission had occur&, that it originrtrd on the aide 
of the! Sindim government; and, i t  wm q d l y  obvious, that the 
Umeers hrd no cruse to feel any sort of chagrin at their lihidmutjprn 
not being reen by the envoy, when they hrl declincd to  d m i t  a 
bIoon8l1ce, who war a person of much higber a t d o n  and respedc 
bility, into their presence, men when charged with importrat verbal 
communicltiona 

A serious quarrel h.d nearly ocavred ~ o n g  w people and the 
Sindiane, one of whom attempted to rwb past a w~itinel, and, oo 
being prevented, struck him and knocked off h u  up. Exdona 
were made to seize the of f ider ,  but he e l k d  h u  esapc in the 
d; and the enpoy'r u u i e t y  to obviate any similar occwrrnce, 
which m@t hnve Led to the most f d  consequences, only for the 
forbearance displavcxl by the Bilmhm suggcated the expedient of tho 
sentria being p&ted inside the K- which ru .fcordinglj 
rebortcdta 

Our encampment might have been tbought rt Lhir time to be 
pitched in the centre of 8 f ~ r ,  from the vast numbers of p o p l e  of 
every profeuion ud descriptiotl that were c o o t i n d l y  tunging .bou( it,, 
and we were scrended night and day by the uncaaing v o c i f ~ i o o a  
of hubs, jugglen, beu-cknccrr, and Fdeets, the  latux of wbom 
divrnificd tbe concert by sounding born8 and trumpets. Many of 
&em evinced .rbai.hing perrevemnce L1 their proftssioo, md too& 
pat u near the envoy's private tent m the wter ekreer~ would per- 
mit them to r p p r o r b  it, when they rontinucd fbf &ys at a Gmc, 
hllowing forth their demands mt i  occrsiorully dmouncinR the v m  
p n c c  of the Prophet ud the Umccrr rffinrt the mimion, unlw 
t i w v  were  utisficd. Othcn n?*c*rvd tbrair attack until we  d c  out, 
which waa p n e d l y  the wrry ~ s n i t l g  when ch w&r w u  
f i r ;  d tben they wouId mn Worn tbe eovoy'a k, rwing 

3 1  4 
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him, if they were well remunerated, they were ready to . intercede 
with the Umeers in behalf of the mission ; but, that on the 0 t h  
hand, if their offers were neglected, he might as well go back to 
India without delay, as nothing could be &cted without their con- 
currence. At first these vagabonds, who were almost of every nation 
in Asia, gave us considerable annoyance by the noise they made, 
but we soon became reconciled to their shouting and hooting, and 
latterly their exclamations and denunciations were rather a source 
of laughter and amusement. 

The second day after the envoy had got to Hyderabed, the me- 
monials of his first-audience at court were brought forward ; when; 
as we had foreseen, the proposals made by the Um-eers, 'through 
various people, induced ahegotiation that delayed the final a m g o  
ments for n&ly a week ; and had once or twice led us &I anticipate 
quitting Sinde without a personal interview of its rulers. 

It had been understood that the Musnud or throne was considerably 
elevated fiom the ground *, and the envoy therefore deemed it proper 
that. he should have a chair to sit upon, and also that the three 
Um&m should rise on the entrance of the mission ; while they, on 
the other hand, not only declined shewing any outward mark of 
respect by standing up, but actually proposed that we should all be 
disarmed, previous to coming into ' h e  hall of audience, grounding 
this unwarrantable proposition on a plea that proved it a still greater 
insult, of an attempt having once been made by two Vakeels t of the 
J p r  Rajah, to assassinate one of the Umeers at a public levee 

Mr. Smith reprehended, in the most unequivocal terms, this de- 
grading demand, and acquainted the deliverer of it, that had he even 
felt ificlined to submit to it himself, than which nothing could be 
farther from his thoughts, he was not at liberty to insist upon the 

This mistake was immediately rectified, and the stipulrrtion regorrlme; the chair with- 
drawn, as it was ascertained that the Umeers sat upon a F u d  or quilted matrass, &as 
did not raise them above two inches h m  the ground. 

t Vdeels, rgeah 
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p t l e m e n  of his Ate following hi8 example ; a d  that in preferen= 
to cornpromiring, in the moat trifling degree, the dignity of the 
government he represented, he would immediately depart out of 
Sindiarr territories. 

Wullee Mohummud Khan, the name chief who had met us .t 
Tauah, at length came to try his powen of persuasion, vestad, m it 
was mid, by tlle IJmcers with full authority to  conclude any tern be 
might judge fit ; but, on the first mention of the above aubjeet, he 
found the envoy MI decided, that he g a v e  up the point, and reverted 
to the minor one d r d y  touched upon. 

AAer evcrv rerrsonir~g t h  the subtilty of the N1.n could adduce 
to convince us of the absolute impossibility of the Mncn getting up 
to r m i v e  the rnisuioa, he d u l l y  descended from that htgh tme by 

gradation of o e r s ,  commencing with their d i n g  motion u if 
in the act of rising. until it w u  M l y  fixed that hey ahould s2.ad 
up on the first appearance of the envoy, and remain in that pai t ion 
till he had d v m d  to the spot rt which he waa to be acated, on the 
rifit hvld of tile i l m w n  ; and that they were to drervc an cqurJ 
takcll of n w p c ~ t  when w e  took Ituve. 

The result of this debate forms 8 m o d  correct commentary on the 
p v ~ r n m e n t  of Sinde, and i n d d  it may be naid, on that of dl & 
Asiatim who estimate thtsir rucc.mful p l i c y  by the i m p i t i o n s  they 
can put upon foreigners, q d i n g  p d l i o u s  ceremonies, which it 
should he ~ w u l i u l y  the aim d . w r r y  penon ncting in a public c a p  

to m ~ s h  by the most explicit md i m m o v d l e  m w u r e s  ; other- 
wiw hc n1.v calculate, not mcn*ly on entailing on himwlf tbe deririoa 
of the court he is employd mt, but that hir future n q o t d i o a s  will 

c n m l r d  and i n t r m p r d  by ever?. s p i i m  of liliyiol~n etiquette 
thrt  can be d e v M  ; and pos.!ibly, fmm that v m v  circummtmclr, pr~oe 

in the ctlil q d l y  wuvailir~g and dew-. 
The evening d t - r  the ti~rmr of our rt.cc*ption hd been mpccd 

up~n,  w c  wcre intnduixd to the I'rntwn bv rlki~oond 3luhu1ntnud 
Uk. Khan, who ranic to d ~ c  Ik i t ih  etrcanll~rnrat for d ~ c  p u r p e  
of NnduaLlg cu to raur, mJ w v c d l ~  a i d  the m k  .Dd 

I I 
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station of the envoy and the gentlemen of his sdte. The pncipia 
od which the eastern face of the fortress of Hyderabad i~ built, the 
toj~s of the houses, and even the fortifications, were w e r e d  with 
multitude of people of both sexes, who testified their good will 
towards us by exdamations and applaw From the first gate st 
which we entered the fortress, the path led up a steep ascent, that 
wiLs lined on both sides with ranks of matchlockmen, until we came 
to a second tower with a winding passage under it ; whence, to b 
palace, the streets were so filled with armed men, that it was with 
much labour, and at the risk of trampling many under our horses 
feet, that we m d e  way through them. At last we got to the place 
where we were to dismount, and were there received by Wullee Mo- 
hummud Khan and several other officers of the highest rank, who pre- 
oeded us to a large open platform, at the M e r  end of which sat 
b e  three Umeers. The platform waa spread with the richest Persian 
carpets, so that we here put off our shoes, and the moment the envoy 
made the first step to advance towards the princes, they all rose and 
stood upright until he reached his allotted place, which was distin- 
guished fiom that of the remainder of the party by having an 
embroidered cloth laid over it. 

As soon as we had sat down, a w n e  of confusion ensued which it 
is difficult to descr i i  and could only be attributed to a distrmt of 
our real designs, for the mass of attendants, matchlockmen, and 
swordamen crowded into the place, and nearly overwhelmed us by 
theii pressure. The foremost of them even placed their feet on the 
scabba'rds of our swords and skirts of our coats ; which, fiom the 
manner we were sitting, lay along the carpet ; but whether this was 
a preconcerted plan, or the effect of chance it was impossible to 
guess. Subsequent interviews, however, incline me to lean to the 
former idea. The princes, individually, made polite enquiries for 
all. our healths. Indeed nothing but compliments and expressions of 
politeness took place, as it was a mere audience of ceremony ; and 
&r we had been in the Durbar about half an hour, the eldest ver- 
W y  signified their wish that we should retire, 8 hint that is given at 
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all Indian levees by the introduction of Pan Sooparee * and Utr, or 
oil of roses ; but in Sinde they have no such custom, nor even the 
Persian one of KuUyans and coffee. 

The Umeers wore a vast number of jewels, exclusive of those which 
were set in the hilts and scabbards of their swords and daggers ; b e  
aide which, their waist-belts displayed some extraordinary large 
emeralds and rubies. They were seated, agreeable to age, the eldest 
in the centre, the second one on his right hand, and the youngest 
on his leR, on a thin felt that extended all round the circle, and over 
which was laid; only under them, a silk mattrass, about an inch thick, 
spread with a muslin cloth embroidered in a most exquisite manner 
with gold and silver flowers. At their backs there were three large 
pillows covered with similar embroidery to that they sat upon, which, 
with their display of jewels, gave the whole Durbar an inconceivably 
rich effect. Many of the officers of goverqment also appeared in 
very good style ; and the general splendour and richness of the 
scene, far surpaesed any thing we had expected to seeat the court of 
Hy derabad. 

In person, the Umeers are corpulent middle-sized men. The 
eldest, Meer Gholam Allee, did not appear to be more than forty- 
five years of age ; and his two brothers, who are called Meer Moorad 
Allee andmMeer Kureem Allee, are several years younger. The 
youngest, Meer Kureem Allee, has a pleasing open countenance, 
with a constant smile that 'conveys the idea of great affability and 
good humour, both of which he was t said to possess in contradis- 
tinction to the two senior princes, who were described as sullen and 
unforgiving men ; but, at the same time, by no means cruel. 

Except in the decorative parts of their dresses, the three brothers 
were habited alike, in fine muslin tunics with very costly loongees 
tied round their waists. Their turbands were of thin transparent 

The Pan is the leaf of the piper M e .  The Sooparee, the h i t  of the areca tree. 
t Meer Gholam Allee is since dead. Vide Chapter XII. N o h  



gauze, and exceeded in dimensions any thing I had ever beheld in 
the form of head dresses : speaking within bounds, I should imagine 
they were fiom two to two and a half feet in diameter, and yet so 
neatly folded up as to have by no means either a heavy or an 
unbecoming appearance. * 

We had experienced excessively heavy fdls of rain during the 
period we had been at Hyderabad, and the Fulelee river suddenly 
overflowed its banks, and nearly inundated our encampment, but by 
opening a few trenches for the water to escape into the canals that 
intersect the country, we were enabled to remain on our ground, 
tvhich was for some hours very doubtfbl. The sultriness of the 
weather was greatly augmented by the violent exhalations fiom the 
eakh, aRer it had been saturated by water, and numbers of the 
followers of the mission were attacked by fevers and other complaints 
incidental to such a change. The gentlemen, however, by taking 
regular exercise and using requisite precautions, contrived to keep 
in good health, though all suffered, in a greater or lesser degree, 
fiom the heat, which had attained such a pitch that the thermometer 
seldom fell below lW, and the atmosphere, particularly at night, 
was oppressive beyond any thing I had ever felt in India. 

An idea may be formed of .the extraordinary size of the turban& worn by the great 
men of Sinde, from the fact of some of them containing upwards of eighty yards in 
length of the gauze they are formed tiom. It is usually from eight b twelve inches in 
'width. 
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FORTRESS O F  HYDERABAD. - LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE. - SITUATION. - DIS- 
TANCE FROM 'I'HE INDU8 AND FULET.EE RIVERS. - WHEN BUILT. - BY 

WHOM. -ESTIMATED VERY STRONG.-FORTIFICATIONS. -SHAPE. IRREGULAR 

DESCRIPTION OF THEM. - EASILY STORblED. - GATE. - DITCH. - CANNON 

M O ~ T E D .  - PET~AH, OR SUBURBS. - POPULATION. - MANUFACTURES. - 
PRESENTS SENT TO T H E  UMEER8. - REFUSAL T O  R E C E W  SOME OF THEM. - THE ENVOY'S MEASURES ON THE OCCASION. - ITS GOOD EFPECT. - 
PRESENTS MADE I N  RETURN. - A SECOND AUDIENCE O F  T H E  UMEERS. - 
DECORUM WITH WHICH I T  WAS CONDUCTED. - T H E  CURIOSITY O F  THOSE 

PRINCES ABOUT SWORDS. - ITS PUBLIC UTILITY. - SUPERB PEARLS AND 

JEWELS THEY WORE. - T H E  ENVOY HAS A PRIVATE AUDIENCE.-NEGOCIA- 
TIONS COMMENCED. -THEIR ULTIMATE CONCLUSION. - AN ENVOY DEPUTED 

TO T H E  GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA, ON T H E  PART OF T H E  UMEERS. - 
T H E  MISSION QUITS HYDERABAD FOR BOMBAY. -ARRIVAL AT T H E  VILLAGE 

O F  KUDDEEN. -PROCEED ACROSS T H E  DESERT T O  LUKPUT BUNDEB, IN KUTCH. 

- MOHUMMUD KHAN'S TANDA. - DESCRIPTION OF IT. - ITS CHIEF. - HIS 
REVENUES. - IMPUOVING STATE OF H I S  COUNTRY. - INTERMEDIATE TRACT 

BETWEEN HYDERABAI) AND KUDDEEN. - AIUUVAL AT BOMBAY. -GENERAL 

POPULATION OF SINDE. - VARIOUS CLASSES. - HINDOOS. - JUTHS. - 
BELOOCHES. - CHARACTER O F  T H E  SINDIANS. - VICES. - APOLOGY FOB 

THEM. -- GOOD QUALITIEI O F  T H E  SINDIANS. - WHENCE INHERITED. - 
THEIR RELIGION. - COLOUR ,- STATURE. - ?EATURES. - WOMEN. - VERY 
BEAUTIFUL. - FACE AND FIGURE USUALLY VERY STRIKINGI - DRESS O F  

T H E  MEN. - T?IE WOMEN. 

H YDERABAD lies in latitude 25" 921 north, longitude 68' 41' 
east, on the eastern side of an island that is formed, as I have 

already stated, by the streams of the Indus and Fulelee. The 
nearest point of the former river bears fiom the fort west by south 
four miles, and the latter runs within one thousand paces of the foot 
of the precipice on which it is built, but sends off a creek sufficiently 
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MISSION TO SINDE. 

large to admit boats within a few yards of the fortifications, when 
the river itself is swoln. This fortress was built by Meer Futtuh 
Allee, an elder brother of the present princes, and is looked upon by 
the Sindians as strong enough to defy any attempt that might be 
made to reduce it, but it would make a poor defence against the 
regular approaches of an European enemy. The shape of the fortifi- 
cations is entirely irregular, as they have been so fashioned as to 
correspond with the curves and angles of the hill. The walls are of 
brick, fiom fifkeen to thirty feet high, and the foundations of them 
are placed on the very edge of the summit of the hill ; there they are 
pretty thick and solid, but taper off so much towards the summit, 
and are so weakened by embrasures and the loop-holes with which 
they are pierced, that a very few well directed shot would demolish any 
part of them, and expose the people on the ramparts to the fire of 
musketry. The round towers that f l b k  the whole are erected in 
judicious positions, at intervals of three or four hundred paces, and 
combined with the steepness of the hill have an imposing appearance; 
but the latter is of too soft and friable a stone, to be scarped, aud the 
slope is such that the rubbish, fiom a breach made in the wall, 
would rest upon it and materially assist troops, in storming the place, 
by aiFording them secure footing. 

On the northern side there is a dry ditch, that has a bridge across 
it leading to the gate, which is protected by an immense bastion 
built over it. There are about seventy pieces of cannon mounted 
on the works of Hyderabad, but with the exception of eight 
or ten pieces of heavy metal, in the bastion over the gate, they are all 
said to be small and in bad order: The Pettah, or suburb, lies to 
the northward bf the fortress, on a rising piece of ground, and con- 
sists of two thousand five hundred houses, with a population of ten 
thousand souls. Inside the fort there is nearly an equal number 
of houses, but not one half so many people, who are chiefly soldiers. 
The principal manufactures of Hyderabad are of various kin& of arms, 
such as matchlocks, spears, swords, kc. and embroidered cloths. 
The former alone are stated to afford occupation to one fifth of the 



inhabitants af the ruburbs, and some of their workm.nrhip ia M y  
to bc distinguinhed from that of European artists. 

Thc morning &r we had becn received at court, the prerenta 
broilght from India for the Umcers, were dispatched to their diffmnt 
palaces in charge of the Chobdus of the mission. They consisted of 
mirrors, gold watches, clocks, fowling pieces, t e l m p  pistols, 
velvets, and ghintzcrr, to a considerrible d u e ,  and were d thank- 
fully received, except the latter article, which they threatened to 

return, rs beneath their dignity to aampt. The tid WM, thq 
did not consider it sufficiently costly, and hui rean~nr  to this 
acheme, in expectation of getting something in lieu of it mom 
valuable; but ra their dtdining to take it would have been a nwk 
of pent  didrespect t o w d  the donor, tho envoy oomb.tcd their 
objlu-tion, by remuking to the person whom they deputed to e~ptess  
their frclinga on thin subject, thnt the chin- in mrnmoa with a) 
the &er presents, werr tokens of the fiimdship of the government 
he represented ; that thev were rather intended u specimens of tbe 
v u i w n  manufncturcq of England, t h . ~  ra gifts. the prices of whicb it 
wan mnccived could not have been any objcct to the d e n  of Sinde, 
but os thnt did not appear to be the case, he ru quite ptepYed to 
m i v e  back the whole of the presents, and transport them to Ibdi. 
on the return of the misaion, and that it would of count m t  6 t h  
tllc Urn- tn u w m n t  to the Right Honorable the <;cn.cmor-Gened 
for this mc.wrr  havi~rg p ~ ~ d  quisiw.  *r)lc= oberv.fj011e, whicb 
wcrc M) we11 a l c u l 4  to work on the inherent rvvice of the 
Umccrs, os well u to awaken their apprehensions of dirobliging tbe 
Driti3h government. had the effcct of complctcly rilcocing tbcir 
scmplru, md the rustormry presents in return, wen! subeequdy 
wnnt to our encampment ; thaw for the ruprcme gorrmmcnt w m  
only born  1 the envoy had one from each of tbc brothen, and a 
handwmc rwod; and the remJndrr of our party, vuiour p d u o  
tiona of Sindc to a trifling amount. 

N'I. hul a mxmd auditbncu! of the Umecn a few days d m  wr 
intruductory OneT at whicb evmy thing w u  c o b d u d  with tho 

S B  9 



873 MISSION TO SINDE. 

utmost regularity and comfort. They received us on the same ter- 
race, and with similar attention ; but instead of the guards and 
attendants crowding forward, as they did at our first visit, only a few 
of the latter were admitted, and they stood at a great distance from 
us, ranged round the walls, with their hands folded across their 
breasts in the most respectful manner. The three princes were ex- 
ceedingly chatty on this occasion, having, I suppose, got over that 
alarm for their personal safety, which there could. be no doubt 
they entertained on the previous one ; and not only seemed perfectly 
reconciled to our appearing with our swords, but successively 
requested the whole of the party to draw them, in order that they 
might judge of the quality of the metal and workmanship. They 
afterwards produced their own, and also their daggers, all of the 
very finest steel, to purchase which article they informed us that 
they annually dispatched agents into Persia and Asia Minor, with 
instructions to spare no cost in procuring the very best kind ; indeed, 
we soon found fiom their conversation, that this rage for swords and 
other arms, was the only species of extravagance that got the better 
of their excessive cupidity for accumulating money ; and that they 
carried it to a most extraordinary pitch, vying with each other who 
should be possessed of the highest priced curiosities of that &scrip 
tion. This rage is, however, like most other fashions, attended by 
its peculiar public benefits ; for as the chiefs about the court see the 
rulers of the country engaged in this emulation, they naturally strive 
to imitate them. This feeling has spread to the lower classes of the 
population, and thence has arisen the vast employment for armourera 
at Hyderabad, as well gs the elegance and superior style of their 
~andiwork. 

At this levee the Umeers were dressed still more superbly than 
when we first saw them ; however, there was nothing so remarkable 
in the change of any part of their costume as to merit description. 
The eldest brother had some very long strings of beautiful pearls 
round his neck, and one in his hand, which he used as a rosary, the 
size of which I should have before regarded as perfectly incredible. 
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One of the younger princes had a dagger in his, sash, from the hilt of 
which was suspended a perfect emerald considerably larger than a 
pigeon's egg.. 
. Towards the close of this audience, the envoy retired with the 
Umeers, and had a private codference, when he explained to those 
pripces the nature of the negotiations he was entrusted with by the 
Governor-general, and intimated his desire that they would nominate 
such officers of their government as th'ey deemed qualified to conduct 
on their behalf the consideration of the various topics connected with 
his mission ; to which proposal they gave their ready assent, and 
promised that their ministers should attend daily at the British 
encampment until all matters were finally arranged. 

The ministers fixed upon by the Umeers were Wullee Mohummud 
Khan, Akhoond Bukka Khan, and a Hi~idoo called Mooshtak Ram, 
all persons of acknowledged abilities, and high in the confidence of 
their masters ; but it would be equally uninteresting and unprofitable 
here to enter into a prolix nakative of the progress of the negotik 
tions, which almost wholly engaged the attention of the envoy during 
our further stay at Hyderabad. The very nature of 'them, although 
extremely delicate and perplexing, rendered the whole peculiarly 
devoid of interest * ; and as the rulers of Sinde had desisted fiom 
assumiy the tone of imperious superiority that had guided their 
counsels b p  our first arrival in the country, the discussions thence- 
forward were purely of a political nature. It therefore is sufficient 
for me to add, that the result of them was in the highest degree 

The great object of the mission from .the supreme government was to annul a treaty 
of offensive and defensive alliance, that had bekn entered into the preceding year by the 
envoy from Bombay, through misconception of his instructions. To debar the agents d 
the French from admission into Sinde, and to re-establish the proper relative rank of the 
British and Sindian governments, were, though hlghly important, of seconda ry consider- 
ation. The former was secured by the result of the negotiations, and the latter effected 
even before they commenced : in fact it had been, as I have shewn, exclusively attended 
to for a length of time, even after our reaching the capital, as no other business could 
proceed till it was adjwted. 
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satisfactory to the supreme British authority in India, and that th'e 
envoy received the merited approbation and thanks of his superiore 
for the firmness, dignity, and sound judgment he had evinced in 11f 
filling the orders with which he had been furnished. An envoy to 
the Governor-general was likewise appointed to return with the 
mission in order to receive the ratified copy of the treaty that was 
made. 

Having had an audience of leave, we embarked on board three 
Jumptees, or state barges, provided by the Umeers, on the morning 
of the 25th of August, the baggage being shipped into boats hired 
for the purpose, and dropped down the Fulelee from Hyderabad in 
a south-south-east direction till we entered the mouth of the Goonee, 
which stream I have already described ; thence, the third evening, 
we reached the village of Kuddeen, lying almost at the extreme end 
of a branch of the Goonee *, and as the water here had become so 
shallow that the boats would scarcely float, we landed the trifling 
baggage that had been brought with us ; and, after halting some days 
to shoot, proceeded across the salt marsh separating Sinde from 
Kutch to the fort of Lukput Bunder, on the western limit of the 
latter country, where we arrived on the 7th of September. The boats 
conveying the bulk of the baggage and the greater number of natives 
attached to the mission went directly down the Goonee to Allee 

* The mention of this furnishes me with a proper opportunity of remarking, what 
I have omitted in its proper place, that some of the minor branches of the Indus run 
&from the mother stream into the interior of the country, and suddenly terminate like 
the one I speak of in the text ; while others, of less size, always flow into the great stream, 
wen when it is full. This at h t  surprizes an observer, but is owing to the declivitg of 
the soil through which they meander. Were the former to empty themselves into the 
sea or any large channel, there would be nothing observable even in this circumstance; 
but to see a stream forcing its course across several districts and gradually tapering away 
till it becomes a brook of a few inches in depth, and that too without any visible 
cause for such a diminution of its waters, is certainly very extraordinary. A part of 
them is doubtless expended in irrigation, but the most probable theory appears to me 
to attribute their consumption to absorption by the sand. 
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Bunder, where all were re-shipped into others on the'lonee River, 
and joined us eventually in Hutch. 

The only place we passed during this passage worthy of being noticed 
was Mohummud Khan's Tanda, which is a large and flourishing for- 
tified town, the residence of Meer Sooltan Allee, a relation of the 
reigning Umeers. He holds several fine districts, and his capital is 
the great rendezvous of all the northern merchants, who bring horses 
yearly to the market of India. His revenues are now (1813) fiom 
four to five lacs of rupees (50 to 62,500 pounds sterling) annually ; 
and his territory is in so rapid a state of improvement, that if he 
continues unbiassed and unmolcstcd by the intrigues of the other 
princes, he may soon expect to double them. The country b& 
tween Hyderabad and Kuddeen on the immediate banks of the rivers, 
is generally speaking very fine, and capable of producing rich crops, 
but the husbandmen are dispirited where it belongs to the Umeers, 
and the soil lies waste. 

From Kuddeen to Lukput Bunder the road lies over a bare salt 
marshy flat that extends within four miles of the Tanda or seat of 
Mohummud Khan. From Lukput Bunder we ma* eight very easy 
stages to Mandavie, a sea-port town on the western side of the 
gulf of Kutch, to which place the Honourable Company's ships of 
war, the Benares and Teignmouth had been ordered to transport the 
envoy and his suite to Bombay, where we arrived the latter end of 
October. The annexed Chapter, on the history and extent of Sinde, 
also includes some observations of a geographical and statistical na- 
ture, that I have not found it convenient to introduce before. The 
population of Sinde now consists of a medley of Hindoos, Juths, 
and Belooches, or more properly speaking, a third race sprung fiom 
the two latter. The Hindoos were the original possessors of the 
country, and the Juths are the descendants of those of that persua- 
sion, who embraced Islamism*; their habita were strictly agricul- 

See the account of the Jutha of Kutch Gundava in Chapter VI. 
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tural or mechanic, which induced them to entertain Belooches for 
the protection of their property, and the offspring of the frequent 
marriages that were contracted between them, soon became the bulk 
of the natives, the term Juth fell into great disrepute, and is now 
generally used to signify a low inoffenhive creature, who is unable to 
support his own rights. The Sindians, notwithstanding their en- 
mity towards the subjects of Muhmood Khan of Kelat, are fond of 
tracing their origin to them, and, in extolling the prowess or abilities 
of any of their chiefs, it is not unusual to hear them remark, that 
he is " Us1 Belooche," viz. a genuine Belooche. To define the 
character of a people, unleslr it be marked by extreme good or bad 
qualities, is, I am aware, at all times that part of a traveller's duty, 
in which he is most likely to fall into error, and therefore, judging 
with due caution, I offer my opinion, that the Sindians at the pre- 
sent day, are a race among whom the latter predominate in a lament- 
able proportion. They are avaricious, 111 of deceit, cruel, ungrate- 
ful, and strangers to veracity; but, in extenuation of their vices, it 
ia to be recollected, that the present generation has grown up under 
a government, whose extortion, ignorance, and tyranny, is possibly 
unequalled in the world, and that the debasement of the public 
mind, is consequent to the infamy of its rulers, seems to be an 
acknowledged fact in all countries. I do not, however, wish it 
to be inferred, that I ascribe the gross defects I have stated in 
the Sindian character, to that cause alone, because I am more 
disposed to attribute the majority of them to that moral turpitude 
which may almost be pronounced, to pewade in a greater or lesser 
degree, the population and society of every nation in Asia, of which 
we have the slightest knowledge. * The good qualities to which the 

Among the people of the countries bordering on Sinde, the term " a Sinditln 
dog," is synonymous with " a treacherous liar." This feeling has gained greatly of late 
yesrs, h m  the abhorrence with which the government of that province is regarded. 
I hope I shall not be stamped an a misanthrope on account of the wntiments I entertain 
of all Aoiatics. I am convinced, the W e r  our researches spread, and the more inti- 

I I 
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.6indians lay claim, are entirely physical, and if admitted even to 
the fullest extent, will make a poor figure when compdred with those 
of an opposite nature : they consist of personal bravery, abstifience, 
capability of making great exertion, and unqualified submission, and 
obedience to their superiors, which combine to give them, at least 
the credit of being the best mercenary soldiers, that are found ifi 
the service of the native powers of Hindoostan. The most of these, 
however, they inherit in common with their neighbours and an- 
cestors the Belooches ; but, whether fiom the effect of climate, the 
oppressive government they are born under, or their more frequent 
intercourse with other nations, the Sindians have certainly lost many 
traits of fine feelin* that are to be observed in the former nation. 
In manners they are generally forwaid and unpolished, in intellect 
dull and unapt, and in hospitality and fidelity, equally regardless 
and deficient. The majority of them are Soonnee Moosulmans ; but 
the Umeers and some of the great men about the court are of the 
Sheeah persuasion. 

The men of Sinde are dark in colour, but, taken collectively, may 
be called exceedingly handsome ; they are above the medium height 
of Asiatics, have good features and well formed limbs. The beauty 
of their women is proverbial, and deservedly so. When we rode 
out, during our sojourn at .Tattah and Hyderabad, we had only 
casual opportunities of seeing any of the higher class of females, 
who were attracted by curiosity to look at us, but among the nu- 
merous sets of dancing girls, who came at different times to exhibit 
before us, I do not remember to have seen one who was not dis- 
tinguished by loveliness of face, or the symmetry of her figure, and 
in most instances, both these requisites to beauty were strikingly 
combined. 

mately we become acquainted with the East, we shall discover stronger, clearer p r d s  
of the general application of the conclusion I have drawn, I should .be happp to bave any 
evidence to the contrary, but do not anticipate it. - 
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The men's dress consists of a loose shirt, a psir of trowsers 
puckered at the ancles, and a quilted cotton or cloth cap, in shape 
like the crown of a hat, ornamented with flowers of silk or gold 
round the bottom. That of the women is very similar, with the 
exception of the cap ; beside, underneath their shiRs they wear 
a silk jacket, made to fit the form, that laces behind, and when 
abroad, a Saree or cloth that wraps round the body, having one end 
brought over the crown of the head, whereby it serves as a veil to 
cover up the face when they meet strangers. 
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MAHRATTAS IN  GREAT POWER. -ADVANTAGE TAKEN OF THIS  BY T H E  KU- 
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POSITION OF T H E  BRITISH GOVERNMENT. - PRESENT STATE O F  GINDE. - 
T H E  AUTHOR'S OPINION REGARDING ITS UBIEERS. - IMPOLITIC FORBEAR- 
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province of Sinde is bounded on the north by the province 
THo: Kutch Gundaua, the district of Skikarpoor and the terri- 
tories of Buhawul Khan, commonly called Daood Pootra, to the 
southward it has the Indian ocean and a part bf the country of Kutch 
Booje ; eastward, an extensive desert separating it from the kingdoms 
and provinces of Agimere, Marwar, Oudipoor, Joudpoor, 'Bick- 
aneer, &c., and westward, the provinces of Lus and Jhalawan. 

. The resemblance which this country bears to Egypt is so great, as 
to strike the observer with surprize; a level plain, with a noble 
river fertilizing each bank to a certain distance, when the face of the 
earth becomes on one side a sandy desert, and on the other, a pile 
of barren mountains, that are quite as inhospitable both as to soil 
and climate. 

The natural situation of this province, as lying on the western 
frontier of the British possessions in India, and the grand barrier 
which its river would oppose to an invasion fiom that quarter, com- 
bined with the facilities that the very same obstacle would afford to 
our governments, as masters of the ocean, in carrying on such mi- 
litary operations as the advance of any hostile power towards Hin- . 
doostan should call for, ought always to render Sinde an object of 
vast political consideration ; while its contiguity to Guzeratte snd 
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other countrim, that have been for some vmn subject to the ex- 
eutivc authority of the British East India Companv, m m a  to  h .va  
entitled it, even r sa point of curiosity, to r strider investigation of 
its histor! and p g r a p h y ,  than has vet been bestowed upon it. Thir 
ha5 doubtlms, with r c p r d  to  the latter qulution, principdlv resulted 
from thc  unexampled jealoi~nv of the chictb, who havc governed it 
for thirtv . . vi-rn p u t ,  and wtro still ~wrwvere in tile same suspicious 
policv. hi v ntcc~lt  cxutnirution of lkiooclliatan having, however, 
led me to makc nome trifli~ig historical irlcluiricv rcLwding Sinde, 
because it adjoins the fornlcr kinpdom, and more cspcciallv m a put 
of thc nativcs of both are dc.scc~ldcui f n m  orrc comlllotl stock, I am 
induced to  ioacrt r short abstract of ttw result of them, wishing it, 
howcwr, to  h a  undt~nrtml,  that I do  not bv arlv means offer it t o  
t o  the public lu a conclusive =count, but rather one that may po+ 
ribly n+,ist future investiptom IVlien I originally began to  d d i -  
cate mv lcinure hours to tllc-c inquiric.u, with a view to publishing, 
it wit% mv Piin to have collected and written a cwpioua history of 
Sindc. ; but an I Mwn dincovcrd it would havc forrnml a luhv  volume 
of itnc.IT, and tilorcover that the trifling manuscripts I had procurd  
on it, for the Ia*t t w o  ccnturiet, were very imlwrfect, and that the  
othpr trlpics i ~ i c l u d ~ ~ l  in this work would afbnl me ample em- 
plovment, I wnn dcqerrcd f i n i  the attempt, and an1 now BO con- 

wious of this sl ipht k n o w l ~ l ~ ~  1 pclrucw on that subject, that I rhould 
cntinslv omit this rllaptcr h d  I not iu v u i o u r  l)rcccrli~~g p l u r r  
mmlc rc*fi-ri*ric.c- t o  it* contiants. 

In t l t c *  fourth cc*ntur!, ln*l'oria thc  ('hristien cm, the j)wvintr of 
Sindc fint tnr-anw k~iown to  the (;reeks, bv the w 1 ' d  of the tmop  
to follow Alt*xnnder i n t o  Intlia I'm1n.r; who waq cwnacuiucntly in- 
duccd to dn)p down ttie Itidus, until h r  a m c  to  t l ~ c  a x u i .  At t l ~ u  
p r i d  wr8 an8 i~ l funn t~ l ,  t h  tlic ri-giona t l m ~ ~ ~ h  which he j& 

from the l'unjnb to thc ur, were thc lurt  of ~ ~ c d  pvernnicnts, 
of tt tiich, t 1 1 ~  111tmt northcm w u  the Sr$, r u p ~ ~ m u l  to  the 
p r t v ~ i t  fortrmr, or ritv of Ilhukor, built on an irluid in the mmtm 
of ttic Indus atld hat irlg the two town@ of Sukor and Rohmt u itr 
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suburbs on each bank of the divided stream. The Ayeen Akberry 
informs us, that this place was afterwards called Munsoorah ; but 
that was most probably a mere temporary title bestowed on it, by the 
Arabian conquerors of this country *, in consequence of a victory 
obtained there over the native Hindoos. I t  is yet a place of some 
note, although the fortifications have fallen into decay, but at what 
period it obtained its present name of Bhukor no record is dismver- 
able. I find it so mentioned in the year of the Hijree 416, (A. D, 
1001,) when it was taken possession of by the army of the celebrated 
Emperor Muhmood of Ghuznee, having been some few years before 
given up to the native chiefs by Ul Kadir Billa, the twenty-fifth 
Khaliphs of the Abbasside dynasty ; who wasethe last that held any 
territories to the westward of the present empire of Persia 

Alexander rebuilt the capital of the Sogdi, and having left a gar- 
rison in it, proceeded on his voyage to the territories of a chief 
called Musicanus, which are so clearly and incontestibly identified 
with the present district of Chandookee, that it would alone demon- 
strate the authenticity and correctness of the historians of those days. 
I have before alluded to the extraordinary fertility of this district 
and the river that encircles it, and accordingly we find that the 
ancients here fixed a spacious island, formed by a stream that rejoined 
the Indus, on which they bestowed the appellation of Prasiane or 
the verdant t. The name of the ancient capital of this tract is not 
expressly stated; and Minnagara, which Dr. Anville gives us, is 

* Munsoor in Arabic s e e s  either victorious or defended. Perhaps from the strength 
and situation of Bhukor, the last io the meaning we ought to assign to it; but this is mere 
surmise, as well as that in the text. Monsieur D'Anville thinks Munsoorah was lower 
down the river; and my conjecture is equally applicable to the site he fixes upon, or 
possibly it was called Munsoorah, after the Khalipha " U1 Munsoor," in whose reign he 
states it to have been added to the dominions of Bagdad. 

t I have great pleasure in stating, that I was not aware of this circumstance until aRer 
I had made my previous remarks on the district of Chandookee, as it not only corro- 
borated my own information, but atabf ehed a remarkable coincidence with ancient geo- 

graphy. The word Chandookee, implies, in the present dialect of Sinde, literally silvery, 
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doubtless intended for Meeannuggur, or the centre city *, but for my 
own part I have been unable to discover any place that corresponds 
with the site he allots to it. 

The chief town now-a-days is Larkhanu t, which lies on the river 
of the same denomination, and is a post of great importance to the 
Sindian Umeers, as they there first levy tolls on merchants entering 
their dominions ; beside keeping a considerable garrison stationed 
there to guard against the encroachments of the Relooches of Kutch 
Gundava. 

While Alexander remained with Musicanus, he undertook expe- 
ditions against two chiefs, called Oxycaxy~ and Sambus, which latter 
dwelt among mountains stked to be immediately adjoining the prin- 
cipality of the former'; and it is therefore evident that he was the 
head of the tribes who then inhabited that chain of mountainous 
districts that run easterly from those of Jhalawan, and touch the 
Indus at Sehwan f. In fact there are no other. mountabs or even 

that is, by metaphor, opulent or beautfil to the eye. Had I extended my remarks to 
the rivers of the Punjab, I could have adduced proof that wherever our geographers have 
departed from the ancients they have fallen into mistakes. 

Minnagara, or Meeannuggur, from Meean the middle, and Nuggur a city. This 
D'Anville speaks of as the modern capital. 

t I have fruitlesly endeavoured to trace the origin of Larkhanu, in hopes to identify 
it with some former place. Lar, in Shamkreet, menns saliva ; and Khanu is a dwelling, 
in modem Persian. Were we to apply the former, figuratively, to the Ooze or mud of 
the river, we have a local fact established, as the natives manure the adjacent districts 
with it. 

$ 1 cannot sufficiently express my regret at my own unacquaintance with the 
in which the originals of the subjects I am now considering are written. T o  the extreme 
kindness of a learned and esteemed friend, I am indebted for the interpretation of various 
details I have touched upon, and I have also made every uae'of the labours of Monsieur 
D'Anville, and Dr. Vincent. I am led to make these remarks by a very striking similarity 
that I have just obsefved between Musicanus and Moo, Sehwan. The two latter are the 
names of contiguous districts, lying exactly where we are told the Greeks hund that 
chief'a territories ; and it is wual to this day to connect them. I am so fully aware of the 
general futility of etymological researches, that had I even been qualified to make them, 
I should have dedicated little time to that object ; but in this instance the resemblance ia 
too obvious to escape notice. Dr. Vincent alludes to the same words without being aware 

I 1  . 
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hills in the neighbourhood to the westward of the river ; and on' the 
eastern side lies a level plain until we cross the desert and reach tbe 
hills of the Rajpoote territories in Hindoostan. After the subjug, 
tion of one, and the death of the other of these chiefs, the h 
donian hero returned to the river, and, as we are informed, built a 
citadel at a commodious and commanding point ; from which particulsr 
notice I have no scruple in saying that it must have been at the pre- 
sent Sehwan, that fortress being seated on a high hill that overlooks 
the ferries across the Indus and Larkhanu rivers, and atherwise 
dmirably situated to awe the surrounding tracts. 

The land and water expedition then moved down to Pattala, lying 
at the head of the Delta, formed by the branches that the river 
separated into ; but to the ancient description of this position there 
does not exist, at the present day, the most remote &ity in any 
part of Sinde, and whether we are to place it at Tattah or Hyderab.rt 
appears to me equally dubious. * 

During the halt of the forces at Pattala, the King himself made 
two excursions with a part of his fleet to the ocean, and visited, by 
Arrian's account, the only two mouths of the river. It is very remark- 
able that the same two mouths, the most easterly and westerly 
were navigable within these thirty years, and no others, and had 

that they are the namea of districts, instead of a title, as he will have them. The l e a d  
divine haa confounded Sewee, the capital of S e e w m  with &an on the Indus ; md 
nstardly h d r ,  it impossible to reconcile the accounts of Arrian and the Ayeen ALberry. 

The great length of two hundred and ten miles, which Major Rennel assigns to the 
Deltn, ia only to be recxwcikd by supposing that the sea has emma&ed above two 
degrees on the coast ; and that wen after we have placed Pattala at Hyderabnd. From 
Tattah to that city Captain Max6eld f m d  the distance, by actual survey to be, by the 
course of the river, but fiRyIthree miles ; and an intelligent Hindoostanee man who went 
from Kurechee to Tattah by water witb the heavy beggage of the mianion, estimated the . 

psreage at thirty or forty Sindian Kos, after he entered the large river, which he did at 
Dhsmjay Bunder. The utmoet we can allow for this is Mty miles, and I have before me 
a medium of infinmation acquired h m  above two hundred natives of the lower parts of 
Sinde, that h e n  Tattah seventy-nine miles from the sea This I deem conclusive, but 
should others be atill sceptical, the latitudes of Kurachee and Tattah wi l l  demonstmte 
the fact. 
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not the dyke at Allee Aunder been erected, as I have mentioned in 
the preceding chapter, they would have both been so at this hour. 

When every necessary preparation had been made for the march 
of the troops through the provinces of Lus and Mukran, the fleet 
was placed in charge of Nearchus, with orders to put to sea, and 
eventually join the land forces at Babylon. To follow the vessels in 
their progress down the riier and along the coast of Side,  till they 
arrived at the promontory Eirus, now Cape Monze, the western 
extremity of that province, would be quite irrelative to my purpose ; 
and I shall dismiss this subject by adducing two more undeniable 
proofs of the veracity of the Greek historians. One, the alarming 
turbulence of the sea at the conflux of the fkesh and salt water, of 
which I have taken notice in an early part of this volume * ; and the 
other, the absolute identity of the port of Kurachee with that which 
Arrian denominates Krokala. The present name of the district, in 
which Kurachee is situated, I learn from a native manuscript, written 
in 1809, to be Kukrala ; and I have reason to imagine that the very 
modern appellation bestowed on this harbour of Woor All- is a 
bigoted corruption of that word. t 

It would merely be corroborating the remark I have made on the 
history of Beloochistan, subsequent to the Macedonian, and prior 
to the Arab, invasion, were I w attempt to give any thing in the 
shape of a detailed account of the events that occurred in Sinde 

See Narrative of the 16th Jauuary, Part I. 
t Khoor Allee, I have More stated, sigaifies the harbour of 'Allee, and is therefore a 

relie;loua title. I take thia opportmitJr of avowing, that in proportion to the extent and 
number of the comparisons I have been able to make, between the Greek and modem ac- 
counts of Sinde, I have found the former increase in minute correctness. The expanded 
breadth of the river near the sea, the creeks b e i i  choked by marshy bushes, so as to 
render them unnavigable, the Delta not b e i i  intersectd by rivers, and the brackishness 
9f the water that they were forced to dig for, and take up immediately, are a few of the 
many instan- that have occurred to me. I may add, that in general the conelusions 

, drawn by the reverend author of the Voyage of Nearchus are correct. Had he been 
implicitly p d e d  by Arrian, I venture to say they would have been still more so. 

3 D 
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during that period. The native Hindoo princes are not even men- 
tioned by name, in all the manuscripts I have perused, until the 
time of the celebrated Rhoosroo (usually called Nousherwan), King 
of Persia *, who sent a large army and ravaged the western fiontier 
of Sasee Rqjah's dominions; which are described, including his tri- 
butaries, to have extended on the north bo the present provinces of 
Hashmeer and Kabool, southwtird to Surat and the island now d e d  
Dieu, westward along the sea coast of Mukran, and eastward to 
the provinces of Marwar, Rickaneer, &c. The Rajah, whose name 
is stated to have been Suheersingh, opposed this invasion in person 
at the head of his troops, and a pitched battle was fought in 
Mukran, in which he was killed and his forces totally routed. The 
Persians, however, seem to have had m further object than plunder, 
for having loaded themselves with spoils they marched back, 
carrying with them some thousands of the most beautihl of the 
women whom they had made prisoners. ' ARer this event, two 
princes of-the same dynasty, neither of 'whose names are given, sue 
ceeded to the throne, and we are told that they governed their ex- 
tensive dominions with great judgment and equity ; the fmt of them 
made many wise regulations for the defence of this 'kingdom, and in 
lieu of paying revenues he obliged his subjects to build some forts, 
and repair others that had fallen to decay during the peaceable 
reigns of his progenitors. t The second Rajah was, in the early part 
of his government, equally attentive, but the prosperity of his empire 

- 

soon became so great, and appeared so well established, that he gave 
himself up to sensual pleasures, and passed whole weeks in his 
seraglio, leaving the conduct of public affairs to his minister. About 
the period of this change in the policy of the prince, the minister fell 
sick, and a young Brahmin, who had been appointed to an inferior 

Nousherwan flourished about the middle of the sixth century of the Christian era. 
He was contemporary with the Roman Emperors Justinian and Justin. 

t The names of some of these forts arc mentioned : such as Sehwan, Moo, Oocha, 
Nanren Kott, or the Fort of Naraen, &c. &c. the three former of which are still knowu 
by the same designations. 



HISTORY OF S W E .  387 - 

oitGation in the government, had occasion to wait. upon the king, to 
receive his orders on some important business. He waa admitted 
into the seraglio for this .purpose, when he and the queen became 
so enamoured -of each other at first sight, that afbr various dis- 
appointments they succeeded in indulging their criminal passions ; 
and on the death of the king, which-happened soon &r, the queen 
married the Brahmin, who had, in the interim, been promoted to 
prime minister, and in concert with him, brought about a revolution 
which placed him on the throne. '' Such" says the historian, " was 
'' the close of the race of Rajah Smee, which had governed the 
" kingdom of Sinde for upwards of two. thousand years ; whose 

prin&s at one period received tribute horn eleven dependant king- 
s' doms, and who had set the threats of the greatest monarch of the 

world at defiance." * 
The Brahmin, whose rise I have briefly related, called Chu* ; 

and from him the dynasty took the name of the Chuch Rqahs. 
His aggrandizement disgusted the relations of the lste king, and the 
Rajahs of Chitoor, Jesselmeer, Joudpoor, &c. entered into a con- 
federation to invade his usurped dominions ; but Chuch, by means of 
his vast. riches and popular manners assembled an army, and en- 
counteed their combined forces, on the frantier of tha Jesselmeer 
Rajah's territories. Just as the battle was commencing, the general 
of the allied,princes challenged Chuch to single combat, which he 
accepted, and they fought in fiont of the two armies ; the latter wat~ 
triumphant, and the confederated troops, on beholding the death of 
their commander-in-chief, immediately dispersed, and were cut up 
in great numbers by those of Sinde. No further molestation waa 
o&red, from this quarter, to Chuch in his new kingdom ; he lived 
to an advanced age, and at his death, in the 86th year of the Hijree, 

In speaking of the greatest monarchs of the world, allusion is doubtless made to those 
of Persia, who were a part of that time struggling with the Romans for the empire of 

! 

Asia. 

3 ~ 2  
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(A. D. 671,) his son, Daher, quietly mounted the throne; but hia 
repose waa soon disturbed by an invasion of the tmops of the b 
lipha of Bagdad The causes that led tethis are heretofore stated 
to have been a combination of rkligious zeal and imulted pride * ; 
in explanation of which latter remark, I must now ad$, that the im- 
mediate successors of the Arabian prophet, had been in the yearly 
habit of dispatching people to Sinde for the purpose of purehasibg 
Hindoo slave girls, who were highly esteemed for their k u t y  ; and 
that one of these parties on its return From the city of Rrahminabad, 
to the Runder of Wueel t, was set upon by the Rajah's troops, and 
all either made prisoners or killed in the conflict. This happened 
in the Khaliphat of Abdool Mulik, the third of the sovereigrm of the 
house of Oommyuh, and aeems to have been intended to revenge 
several unsuccessful attempts that had been previously made to con- 
quer Sinde, for even so early as the time of Omar and Allee, those 
potentates had directed their views towards this rich kingdom, and 
had sent detachments of troops to it by sea, which were invariably 
repulsed. 

The command of this ultimately successful expedition, on the psrt 
of the IUnalipha, was entrusted to Hoojaj Bin Yoomf, then governor 
of the two Eeraks, but 8a the public sewice required his preaence in 
Persia, he deputed his son-in-law, Mohummud Bin Kasim, to carry 
the orders of the Khalipha into execution. The Sindian Rajah war 
advised by his ministers to await in his capital, Ooloor, the approach 
of the Mohurnmudans ; and the consequence of this was, that 
his subjects became dispirited, while the enemy carried fire .ad 
sword throughout his dominions, and crossed the Indus flushed with 
victory; at length the Rajah's patience was exhausted, and on the 
10th of the month of Rumzan, in the year of the Hijree 93, he 

See Chapter 11. Part 11. 
t Now Lahore Bunder. It appears to me ts be the same as Debil, but I harp 

learned no meaning for it. In all the manuscripb I have read, it is clearly written 
Wueel. 
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left the city with all his war elephants and choicest troops, to make 
one grand effort towards recovering his country ; but this step wae 
taken too late, as he lost both his kingdom and life in the battle 
which ensued *. . The entire subjugation of Sinde quickly followed 
this defeat ; and an immense number of curiosities, together with 
two daughters of the Rajah, who had fallen into the hands of Mo- 
hummud Bin Kasim, were sent to Bagdad t, as presents to the 

. The account of this battle is given in great detail in the Mujmuool Waridat, or 
compendium qf eventa, and as it will serve to shew the pomp and state of the Rajahs of 
Sinde, I annex an abstract of it. " W e  are told (says the writer) that the Rajah appeared 
on an elephant, in a chair covered with a canopy, set with precious stones ; and that hc 
had two beautifid slave girls with him, one to serve him with wine, and the other with 
beetel leaf and a r e a  nut. This elephant moved in the midst ot'one hundred more, and the 
palace guards, to the number of one thousand, clad in polished steel amour, surrounded 
the whole. The total of the Sidian army was thirty thousand foot and horse, and that 
of the Khaliphas between twelve and thirteen thousand. The W e  began at break of 
day and lasted till dusk, when the Rajah's elephants took fright, from the rocketa that 
were thrown amongst them, and threw themselves into the river (Indus). That which 
bore the royal canopy stuck in the mud, and s t  the same moment the Rajah was shot 
through the neck, by an arrow, and instantly e e d .  The rout then became universal, 
and the city gates being shut, by those who remained inside, all the Brahmins and noblw 
of the court were made prisoners. The M o h u m m u b  slept on the field of battle, after 
returning thanks for this great victory; and the following morning after some negotiation, 
took possession of Ooloor, in the name of Khalipha Wulud Bin Abdool Mulit" 

t These princesses were esteemed the most beautiful women in Asia, and on their ar- 
rival st Bagdad, they falsely accused Mohummud Bin Kasim of having slept one night 
with each of them, and afterwards having dispatched them to the Khalipha That 
monarch was highly enraged at this supposed insult, and sent an order to the general, 
who was second in command, to sew Mohummud Bin Kasim into a raw hide, and thus 
forkard him to the presence. By way of rendering this mandate more premptory, the 
Khalipha wrote with his own hand in the margin of the letter, " Mohummud Bin 
" Kasim, wherever this finds you, you are to sew yourself into a cow's hide, and appear 
6' so before me ! Fail not in this !" This letter reached him at Oodipoor, and though 
consciously innocent, he allowed the unjust and cruel punishment of his sovereign to be 
inflicted on himseK He died the third day after, and when the Khalipha discovered that 
the Sidian princesses had merely fabricated the talc, to be revenged on their father's 
conqueror, he was so exasperated that he had them tied by the hair of their heads to the , 

tails of horses, and draggd, naked, through the streets of Bagdad, until they were dead 
Their mangled bodies were afkrwards thrown into the river ; and a superb mausoleum 

I I 
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Khalipha One fifth of the prize-money was appropriated to building 
mosques, and the remainder divided among the troops and their 
 general^. Two sons of the Rajah, who had escaped from the field 
of action, fled to the fort of Alexander*, where they held out 
until it was .taken by storm, and every soul in it put to the sword, 
which was the last struggle that Sinde made against the Arabs aa an 
independent kingdom. 

The bulk of the people seeing that the ancient system of things 
was at an end, in so much, that the Khootbu t was read in the name 
of the Khalipha; and likewise, that those that made early d r n b  
sion to the conquerors were treated with attention, altho%h obliged 
to accept the Mohummudan faith, flocked to the camp of Mohum- 
mbd Bin Kasim in whole tribes; while some, either through ferr or 
detestation of the tenets of Islamism, rehsed to acknowledge his 
authority, and were eventually driven into the mountainous regions of 
Beloochistan, where they colonized, as I have detailed in my account 
of that kingdom. Mohummud Bin Kasim then set himself b u t  ex- 
tending his conquests over the countries to the northward and eastward 
of Sinde ; and appointed to the government of the latter province n 
nobleman of the houm of Ansaree, which family continued to fill that 
situation, hereditarily, until the transferring of the Khaliphat from 
the Oommyuh to the Abbsaside dynasty, an event that occurred 
about forty yeam after the subversion of the Hindoo authority. The 
whole of the dependants of the first were then turned out of power, and 
subsequently to that revolution, the governors of Sinde, on behalf of 
the Abasside Khaliphas, were nominated and removed at the pleruure 
of the reigning sovereign ; so that the history of this province, for a 
period of nearly three centuries, is without novelty, and comprises a 

waa erected to the memory of Mohnmmud Bin Kasim, which was to be seen at Dammcus 
(his native place) for many centuries. 

In the original, the Killah6 Sekundur : it is spoken of 8s a very strong place. 
t The Khootbu are the prayere read in all Mooaulmnn countries, br the safety and 

preservation of the sovereign and his authority. 
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mew a t a t e m a t  of the causes that led to the  removal d in (Iswnl 
the execution of  one I U i m  to  make place for anotber favorite, who 
usunlly s h a d  the fate of his predecessor. I t  may, however, be 
dikd, that tile inter~ral quiet of the province waa very frequently 
disturbmi, by the incursions of hordes of dventurcrs,  who on more 
h n  one occasion were so powerful as t o  take and keep p&on 
of the  greatest part of the countrj, until strong rcinfbtccrnenb were 
sent to tire aid of the  pvcmmelr t  from Bagdad 

In the  cvly  pur of the century of the  Hijree, the Khalipha 
U1 U i r  Wa, found it n e c e m q  to witirdmw his troops from Sin& 
and the  c o n t i p o u ~  countries, fur the  protcctiorr of tlre less remote 

. . 

p:1r19 o t '  i l i 4  ( 1 1  ) ! I ~ I I I I ~ ~ Y ,  1vhicI1 hrui hn invaded bv the forcm of the 
I.:rnpt*ror .\l11l1tntn~1 01' (;huznce ; I U J ~  fur wrnc cars tJw province 
of' w l ~ i c l ~  1 rlni r~ow t rcnt inn, sctms to have ktcn dre werle of extreme 
anarchy md amfusion, owing to  the i n n u m d l e  t r i t n ~  that laid 
claim to the right of nominating r 1 td t . r  for the  whole ; tliia compe- 
tition w 4  at k only e f f k t d l y  a u p p r r a d  by the arrival OF the 
legions of  tlre lmt nvnd potcotate, which qaickly s u U u d  d l  the 
d.irmnts, md d d  the territory rhc w u  the  objjed of thrir cllpute, 
M r tributary to  the  empire d Ghuznee. Iiakinrr were r ~ y l l u l g  sent 
from m u r t  to tlris province. until the zvign of . \ I d  tbc  son d 
hluhmual,  when r great tribe, d e d  Soomruh, a p i n w t d  i.11 -13 and 
expcllcd d l  the part iuns  of the king ; b t  their c l l i d  whosf o m c  w u  
Supphar, inrmdiately making an apology h r  thia i w t r q p  d 0 th -  

ing to  pa! tribute t o  tile amount of ttre revcnui-s hhn. wl lcc td ,  he  
was l)arilu~lcul and y~pui l r tn l  p v e n ~ o r .  in thc  stead uf tlre pmrr Ire 
l r d  dcpstul. 

Tiie tribute wu paid with prrrt regularity fur otrc hundnd  ud 
fitly ymrn allcr thia wra t~pnrcnt ,  whvrr the  crrrpirc of (;hurr~cv was 
ovi*nurrrruI l q  tlrc (;llwri.n cl)tlj~*t~ ; on w t~irlr tltr S ~ ~ ~ l l r u l ~ s .  in 
whuw tribe the kwvcmmvntt of Siude had +dl!. k r r  d l o w d  to  
two111c hi-ri4itarv, tltrlartd t hcmwlvc~  in a statc. of indcqw-nt1crtcc~. 
urd aItltuapIr the) r c r c  n*lwatr-IIy w o n t r d  ill tlre ran t lu t  L)llortd 
dris dtw.rLNion, >ct tlrcy rmoapd t o  pnxmc their liberty till 
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final extinction of the race, or at least the princes of it, in the person 
of L)uhooda, who died without children in the year of the Hijree 694, 
about three hundred and thirty-five years from the time his ancestors 
had first made themselves so conspicuous. * 

04 the demise of Duhooda, numerous candidates for the vacant 
government started up ; and it was a continual struggle, for nearly a 
century, who should succeed to it. Among the last of them, two 
brothers, called Kheeramull and Urukmull, successively held it for 
a time, but at length the tyranny of the latter became insupportable, 
and the head of the tribe of Sumuh went to his palace, accompanied 
by the ministers of the country, and put him to death. The popu- 
lace with one accord elected this chief, who had relieved them from 
so dreadful a scourge, their king ; and he was accordingly p l d  on 
the throne with the title of Jam, or leader, which he was said to have 
adopted fiom his family being descended from the celebrated Jam- 
sheed, King of Persia 

He began his reign by trying to reduce the forts of Sehwan and 
Beherampoor, which were then in the hands of two generals of the 
Ghoorian Empe~or ; in the former of which he was successfbl, but 
in storming the second he l o ~ t  his life, three years and six months 
fiom his accession to the throne. His elclest son, Jam Joonuh, 
succeeded his, and not only carried his father's meditated conquests 
into effeot, but possessed himself of Bhukor and Oocha. His health 
was, however, so very delicate, that he could not always be on the 

The Ayeen Akberry states that the Soomruhs reigned 600 years, and that there 
were no less than thirty-six princes of that race ; but its learned author, A M  Fu4 does 
not give either their namee or his authority. I have, by dint of search, discovered 'the 
names of twelve or fourteen of them, but deem it unnecessary to mention them in an 
abstract of the kind I am writing. I should guess there may'have been about ten more 
princes, making in all twenty-four ; and with regard to the period of their government, 
I am as certain as native information, well carroborated by various authorities, can make 
me. T o  account for the apparent inconsistency in the chronology in the text, to which 
this note alludes, it ie requisite to say that the Soomruhs were the great fomenters of the 
disturbance8 previous to the invasion of Muhmood of Ghumee, and seem frequent1y.tn 
hare had the government in their hands. To this, no doubt, the Ayeen Akberry alludes 
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field of battle, therefore' his troops were often depresd  .by' hid 
absence ; and, &er governing sixteen years, he saw, ere he died, 
all the fruits of his hard earned victories lost, and his territories 
limited to the original possessions of his father. 

On his death an interregnum ensued owing to the rightful 
. heir having been made pisoner in one of the last battles fought 

during his father's reign, and carried to Delhi, where he pub- 
lickly acknowledged the paramount authority of the Emperors of 
Hindoostan, of whom he o&red to hold his kingdom in fief; but 
when the other heads of the tribe were made acquainted with the 
terms on which he was to be released, they formally deposed him 
and placed his next brother on the Musnud This chief, whoae name 
was Jam Babeenuh, did not, however, long taste the pleasures of uqi 
limited sovereignty, for sfter twice repelling the army of Feerooz 
ShahIII., he was, in the year of the Hijree 779 (A.D. 1364), reduced td 
capitulate ; and was taken to Delhi, where, in his conduct, he evinced 
so many amiable and princely qualities, that the Emperor, in A. H. 781, 
having invested him with a Khiliiit and a royal umbrella *, sent him 
back to Sinde as his viceroy, on the very same conditions that his 
brother had agreed to enter into a few years before. Hisrreign as an 
independent prince comprised a period of four years, and he officiated . 
as viceroy, fifteen, reckoning fiom the date of his return fiom Delhi. 

The history of Sinde, fkom the date at which we are now arrived, 
is so interwoven with that of Hindoostan, that it would be almost 
impossible to separate it in the form of an abstract; and, in fact, the 
barrenness of the subject would ill repay either my readers or myself, 
were I to do so. I consider it, therefore, sufficient to say, thak the 
Jams of the family of Sumuh became the hereditary vicegerents of 
the province on behalf of the Emperors of Hindoostan, and filied 
that station by an uninterrupted succession of twelve princes, until 
the year of the Hijree 9% (A. D. 1511), when the same revolution 

KBiLiiit, an honorary dress. The permission to carry an umbrella, of a particulnr 
shape and value, is alone granted to the blood royal. 
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that placed Baber on the throne of Delhi, led to their entire downfall. 
The nature of the government which subsisted in Sinde, throughout 
the period I have stated, must be explained, to have been a vice 
gerency with the most unlimited powers. The Jams seem to have 
held and availed themselves of the right of enlarging their dominions 
by invading the territories of neighbouring chiefs, not subjects of 
their lord paramount. One or two of them who visited Delhi were 
allowed to appear'in that capital with various ensigns of regal auth* 
rity ; and, in short, had it not been for the circumstance of the 
reigning Emperor conferring the KhilGt of confirmation on each of 
these princes on his accession to the viceroyalty, and occasional large 
Pesuushes f that they all sent to court ; it would have been a mis- 
application of the term to have called Sinde a tributary province t. 
In A. H. 923, (A. D. 1508,) Baber came to Kandahar, and Shah 

Beg Urghoon, the prince of that country, seeing himself thus di+ 
possessed of his paternal inheritance, raised a large force and con- 

. 
Peshkushes are offerings From an inferior to a superior, and are sometimes, from their 

wount, merely a different term for triblrte. 
t The Jams of the Sum+ tribe, who reigned after Jam Babeenuh, &ers, - 

Jam Jumajee 13 years 
Jam Sulahooddeen 7 
Jam Nizamooddeen 2 
Jam Sher Ulee 4 
Jam Kurun 1 
Jam Futuh Khan 10 
Jam Tughulook f2 1 
Jam Sekundur e 
Jam Raedhenu 5 
Jam Sunjur 1 
Jam Nizamooddeen 60 
Jam Fee- 4 - 

130 

$ Shah Beg was the son of Meer Zulnoon Beg, Prince of Ghumseer, a tract lying on 
the banks of the river Helmind. This was a tributary province of the kingdom of 
!3amarkand, but in the struggle between Baber and the Oozbuck kings of that realm, 
Meer Zulneon Beg had declared his independence with impunity. His son, however, 
bowed before the over-whelming power of the Moghuh. 



quered Seemestan, Kutch Gunhva ,  a d  Sinde At firrt be 
t i n u d  Jam Feeroos in cJwge of the latter province, tiring hL om 
residence at k e c ,  the  principal town of the former ; but dkmer- 
ing that h e  nu ir\triguing to subvert hir authority, he mppointul 
AWool AUec Khan Toorkhan, to supersede him, and Jam Feemm 
0ed to Guzemtte, where he died of a broken heart. The immubb . . 
arms af h r  soon forced Shah Beg to take refuge in the m& 
amthem part of hir newly q c ~ i r e d  dominiow ; but being a prince 
of grert ambition and v h r ,  hir rpirit a d d  not b m k  the mwme 
he  had met with, and he  committed suicide, on boud a b a  on hir 
paasap  between Bhukor and Tattah, the brmer of which f a  be 
bad just evacuated to esa~e from the hioghul troop Hia d y  
aon, Shrh H w u n  Beg, wre endowed with d his f.ther'a noble 
qualities, md retrieved his fortunev so f u  aa to retake Bhukor, urd 
even plunder the  rich city of Moo1t.n ; but d hir upiring p* 
were ruddenly quelled, by tbe  seizure of  Tattah and ita d e p m b t  
territory, by Aleeru Ems, the eldest son of  Abdool AUee ' roorthur, 
who it will be r m ~ l l d  ru appointed governor in the time d 
!%ah Bq. "he young prince immediately turned his rLQp to 
h i d e  the rebel, but &r very loag negotiation, be rrs unwill- 
ingly forced to cede d l  that put of Sinde lying to the southwud of 
the fort of Sehwm, to be held u a feudatory pcwrresaion by the chi& 
of the family of TmrWun.  Hc did n w  borevcr, Img m n i v c  th* 
divirion of his territories, u his d a t h  happenal at the fort-. of 
Bhukor, towards the end of the sune year in which it w u  m d e  ; md 
the remainder of  his dominions went hn w i r d  I)y different gcn* 
d r  of his u m v  ; but though they lay principdly within the prereot 
boundaria o f -  Sindt-, it would be quite u r l ~  to  enter into an, 
d i s c d o n  regding them. 

During the p r i o d  that the cvcnts I have just detailed were t ~ c  
acting in S i d e ,  tbe empirr of l i i n d o o u n  hd pwd from Puuvl 
to  thc pnw-nt bfoghul Jjnrrtj ,  mrl Ilumajoon, thc rucccl.or of 
B h r ,  waa on Lbc Lhronc, &r his tctvra from exile into Pmia ; 
when Mt?cru Ec.. Gmt  ururned the t ide of Suwwab of th Sirkr 
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(or government) of Tattah, and in common with all his p r e d m m  
since the last of the Sumuh family, disavowed his allegiance to that 
monarch *. The state of a i r s  did not, however, authorize the Em- 
peror to direct his attention to so distant a provipce as Sinde, there- 
fore, Meerza Eesa left his possessions uncontrouled to his sons ; the 
eldest of whom, being a violent madman, was put aside by the un- 
animous voice of the people, and his slecond child Meerza Mohum- 
mud Bakee proclaimed N u w a b  ; he soon, however, shewed symp 
toms of the same insanity, and put an end to his life, by stabbing 
himself with a dagger, in the public mosque at Tattah, in the year 
of the 'Hijree, 993, (A. D. 1578). On this event his son, Meerza 
Janee Beg, took charge . of the government ; and three years aRer 
the troops of the renowned Emperor Akbar subjugated the whole of 
Side ,  since which, its rulers have never ventured to avow their inde- 
pendence, although they have not un frequently evaded the payment 
of the hibute that was then fixed, and have likewise repeatedly ap- 
peared in arms against their lord paramount. 

In A. H. 1014, (A. D. 1598,) Juhangeer succeeded his father, 
Akbar, as Emperor of Hindoostan, and throughout his reign and 
the two following, of Shah Jehan and Alumgeer (usually knotvn 
by the title of Aurungzebe), the princes of the province of Sinde 
were kept in the utmost subjection, although on the death of the 
latter monarch, the unsettled aspect of affairs in India, encouraged 
them to withhold the payment of the tribute. The population had 
eithin the period I allude to, undergone a great change, by the in- 
troduction of vast tribes of *~elooches, as mercenaries ; and the rule 
of the family of Toorkhan had long given place to that of the chiefs 
of a tribe called Kulora, which originally came fiom Persia, but the 
exact period, or cause, of this change in the government I have 

* A very interesting account of the Qht of the Emperor Humaywn, will be found in 
Dow's Hindowtan. The birth of Prince Akbar, which took place at Omarkote, aod th'e 
suff;eringe of the Queen and her infant, are very pathetically deocribed iP the History d 
Sinde, but the story would be too long to insert here. 

I I 
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hithem unsuccessfblly tried to discover. The Peraians had, in this 
interval, possessed themsekrm of Kandahar, and it ig probable that 
the Kuloras may have been a tribe of adventurers, sprung fiom 
their army, who usurped the supreme authority in Sinde, and at 
the same time professed fealty to the Emperors of Hindoostan ; who 
were always less scrupulous about the justice of the claims of tho= 
governors, who were not appointed from court, provided the tribute 
was paid with its accustomed regularity. * 

It  would only be repeating what I have already for my present 
purpose sufficiently explained f, were I to enlarge on the invasion 
of Hindoostan by Nadir Shah. That great event in the annals of 
India occurred in 1'739, and one of the results of it was, the cession 
of Sinde and all the provinces lying west of the river Indus to the 
crown of Persia. Nadir visited ~attah' on his return homewards, 
where, according to oral accounts, he was most magnificently enter- 
tained $, and did not remove the governor. The murder of that 
conqueror was perpetrated in 1747, and on the dismemberment of 
the vast empire he had founded, arose the monarchy of Kabool, of 
which Sinde is now a dependent province. The Nuwwabs of it do 
not, however, seem to have at once acknowledged the title of this 

Since I wrote the above I find that the Kulors were originally sprung from a re- 
ligious sect, and claimed descent fiom the Abbaside dynasty. About the year 1530, they 
began, under the cloak of religion, to levy contributions in Sinde, which they extended 
until the natives became so much exasperated that they rose against them, and notwith- 
standing the sanctity of his character, put their chief to death, driving all his disciples 
to Kelat in Beloochistan. They afterwards returned, with the permission of the Em- 
peror of Hindoostan, and gradually advanced themselves until their chief got possession of 
the government of Tattah. 

t See historical account of Beloochistan, Chapter 111. Part 11. also remarks on 
Tattah, Chapter IX. Part 11. 

$ In Sir William Jones's French translation of the history of Nadir Shah, Meean Nwr 
Mohurnmud, the then Nuwwab of Tattah, is spoken of as Khodayar Khan, which was a title 
bestowed upon him by Mohummud, Emperor of Hindooatan He fled to Omarkote on the 
approach of the Persian army, but having been made prisoner, and brought back to 
Tattah ; it was there that he gave such eatisfaction to the conqueror, and that the events 
happened that I have mentioned in a precdbg Chapter. 



new dynbty, but, d e r  to have reverted to their allegiance to the 
Kitlgs of Delhi, aa in 1756 we fhd Alurrlgeer the Second, then on 
that throne, bestowing the Punjab and Sinde on the ~ r i n &  Tymoor, 
ther eldest son df Ahmed !%eh Douranee, as a dowry with one of 
the princesses whom he had espoused. The h t t w  had just at 
this epochs, overtun Hindoostan ; and in 1757 they drove Tymoor 
across the Attock, and ffirded the Uehans so much employment, 
that they found it impracticable to interfere with the Sidians, who 
gladly availed themselves of this confusion, to r e h e  to transmit the 
tribute to the. royal tteastlry. This 'posture of aGrs,  did not, how- 
evet, long exempt them from that burthen ; fot after the battle of 
Panniput *, they were glad to compromise their failure in that 
pdint, by paying a considerable sum of' the arrears due ; and ad- 
vancing the amount of two years' tribute, to wis t  Ahm'ed Shah in 
carrying on a war against the Persians, who were then invading 
Khorasan. 

Ahmed Shah died in 1773, and Tymoor then ascended the throne 
of Kabool. In the month of June 1779, a tri& of Belooche origin, 
called the Talpoories, headed by the present Umeers, and their 
elder brother, rebelled against the existing authority of the Kulon 
Nuwwab of Sinde, and forced him to fly towards Ksndahsr, aRer 
some hundred of his adherents had been put to the sword. Tymoor 
Shah immediately dispatched an army under Mudud Khan, to re- 
instate the Nuwwab in his right, which was accomplished without 
striking a blow, as the Talpoories fled to the desert the moment the 
royal forces entered the province; they were, however, equally ex- 
peditious in returning, and the Kulora prince was deposed a second 
time without a struggle, for the people seeing that the good fortune 
of his enemies was certain to prevail, left him to his ftite. In 1786 
another army came from Kabool to adjust the disputes in S i d e  ; but 
the Talpooree chi& had then been some length of time in quiet 

Thir b& m a  fo@t in 1761. Vide Q l a p ~  111. Part 11. (Note). 
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possession of the government and revenues, which latter enabled 
them to collect a force very superior in number to the Uffshang 
whom they totally defeated at the village of Jeeund, twenty koa 
south-west of the city of Shikarpoor, to which the d i m d t e d  
troops fled A negociation was then set on f a ,  and the Talpoories 
proposing to discharge all arrears of tribute, as well as to be most 
pundual in the payment of it thenceforward, the matter was ami- 
cably adjusted between them and the King, by the latter issuing a 
furman, appointing Meer Futtuh Allee, the eldest of four brothers, 
to the government, and declaring all subjects of Sinde free frbm 
the4 allegiance to the Kulora family, of whom there now remtiio 
one chief, who escaped to Guzeratte, where he was, within these 
few years, a soldier of fortune in the service of one of the native 
princes. 

A little more than three years subsequent to this arrangement,,& 
Talpooree Umeers positively declined paying a single rupee' of 
tribute, and Tymoor Shah could not then spare troops to awe them 
into obedience ; his son Zeman Shah, who succeeded him in 17'93, 
advanced to their hn t i e r  the following year, but not being willing 
to lose time in a protracted warfare, he accepted twenty-four lacs d 
rupees *, which was not one-fourth of the amount due ; and marched 
back to his own dominions. This impolitic compromise opened the 
eyes of the Sindians to their own strength and importance, and they 
have never since spoken of the tribute as any thing more than no- 
minal, though in 1805, when Shah Shooja 001 Moolk, moved to 
enforce it, they deputed Wulee Mohummud Khan to meet him' on 
the confines of their territories, and he had sufficient address to; 
prevail on the King to return, coqtray to the strenuous advice of one 
of his ministers, Futtuh ELhan, on receiving twenty-seven kor of 
rupees in lieu of seventy-onet , that were then unpaid , .  

', 306,OoOL sterling. 
t 337,600L sterling, instead of 887,6001. sterling. 
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On the nomination, by Tymoor Shah, of Mcer Futtuh Allee to the 
supreme authority in Sinde, that ch id  made over large trscts of 
country to different branches of his own h i l y ,  who had aided him 
in usurping the government; among these Meer Sohrab and Meer 
Thara shared on the largest scale ; and as they were vested with un- 
controuled powers within their respective territories, beside not 
being bound by any feudatory agreement, they may now in reality 
be considered independent. The country of the former lies in the 
north-east quarter of Sinde, commencing on the southern frontier of 
Buhawul Khan's dominions, and extending to the town of Khyrpoor, 
which is his capital; his revenues amount to seven laca of rupees, 
and l e  can muster between four and five thousand troope. Meer 
Thara's districts adjoin those of M&r Sohrab to the southward ; his 
annual receipts are above four lacs of fupees, and his standing army 
amounts to four thousand men. 

After the decease of Meer Futtuh Allee, his three brothers divided 
the revenues of their branch of the family into four quartem, two of 
which were allotted to Meer Gholam Allee, as the principal Umeer, 
and one to each of his younger' brothers. The sum thus disposed of 
then amounted to thirty-four lacs, and thirteen thousand rupeea, but 
it is greatly increased since that period ; and in considention'of the 
extra allowance granted to Meer Gholam Allee, he was bound to 
defiay the permanent civil and military expences, which are, how- 
ever, very trifling, beside providing a double share of the tribute due 
to the King of Kabool, in the event of payment being enforcad. 

At the same time that these regulations were framed, with the con- 
currence of the three brothers, they entered into the most extraordi- 
nary compact, of governing the province conjointly ; under the 
designation of the Umeers or rulers of Sinde, and on the death of 
Meer Gholam Allee +, the senior af the three that were on the 

Meer G h o b  N e e  wa killed by the charge of a buck when hunting deer. 

h l e le ,  
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Musnud when the missi~n was at their court, his eldest son took the 
l ~ e s t  seat in the triumvirate, while his two brothers each ascended 
a step. It is impossible to conjecture how long this. curious system 
will be preserved ; it seems at present very firmly established, but 
its bruis is in such direct opposition to every idea that the experience 
of ages has taught us to form of Asiatic governments, that we may 
justly presume it cannot be of long endurance ; and in all human 
probability it will eventually terminate in the ambitious projects of 
one of its members, who may be tempted to usurp the unconditional 
supremacy by the imbecility of his colleague8 in power. 

The total amount of the revenues of Sinde, including those of all 
the collateral branches of the reigning family, are stated to be sixty- 
one lacs of rupees yearly, which, if correct, proves an increase in 
them of above eighteen lacs since the year 1809, as they then only 
netted forty-two lam and seventy-eight thousand*. The tribute to 
Kabool is thirteen l aa  per annum, but probably, since it was 
arranged, the sum atually paid would not average one-sixth that 
amount. The vast accumulation of treasures, together with the 
unusually long cessation from any internal commotion in Sinde, has 
lately enabled the Umeers to take advantage of the demise of Meer 
Sohrab to annex his extensive territories to their possessions, thereby 
utterly ruining his children, who have taken refuge with Muhmood 
Shah, the King of Kabool t. The latter end of 1813 they also eent 
a large force to reduce the fort of Omarkote $, that had been for 

Sixty-one lacs of rupees are 767,5001. sterling. Eighteen lacs, 125,000Z. sterlmg. 
Forty-two lacs and seventy-eight thousand, 534,7501. sterling. 

+ I have just learned (November 1814) that the King of Kabml media& a. attack 
on the Umeers of Sinde, not only with a view to restore Meer Sohrsb's temtory to his 
fimily, but to demand the payment of the accumulated arrears of tribute, that are s u p  
posed to exceed one crore and a half of rupees (1,500,0001. sterling). If the attempt 
is made, 1 trust it will prove prosperous, both on account of the justice of the cause and 
the absolute necessity of curbing the increasing power of the Sindians. 

$ The fort of Omarkote is celebrated in the East as the birth-place of the E p e r o r  I 

Akbar. I t  is a place of sohe strength, and considered so inaccessible, fiom the desert 
3 F 
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some generations in the hands of the Rajahs of Joudpoor. In that 
expedition they were completely successful, and such now are the 
insolence and resources of those usurpers, that they have more than 
once made preparations for invading the country of Kutch Booje, 
lying on the south-eastern frontier of their dominions, in which they 
would, ere this, have assuredly succeeded, had not the British 
government of Lndia, announced to them its firm determination to 
resist any attempt that might be contemplated on that kingdom, in 
an equal degree, as if it were directed to the possessions of the 
Honourable East India Company, or its allies. A native agent on 
the part of the supreme government was left in Sinde, when the 

. mission quitted it in 1809, and still remains at Hyderabad. That 
country has now attained the foremost rank among those states that 
border immediately on the province of Guzeratte, and as its rulers 
are only restrained by dread of our power fiom crossing the boundary 
that nature seems to have fixed for their territories, any hture pre- 
tence, however unimportant, to encroach in that quarter, will evince 
a diminution of that respect and awe towards us which it is decidedly 
our interest to inculcate; and therefore should, in my opinion, be 
resisted by the most decisive measures. Had the Umeers, on the 
expulsion of the Honourable Company's commercial resident from 
Sinde, and the seizure of a vast quantity of public property, been 
then + made to feel the force of our arms within their dominions, 
thei~cnnduct would doubtless have been of a very different nature 
towards the late missions to their court. 

that surrounds it, that the Umeers of Sinde have now allotted i t  aa a place of se- 
curity to deposit a part of their treaeures. 
' This happened in 1801-2. The Honourable East India Company lost above one 

lac of rupees worth of property, and the S i b  even made an attempt to have the 
gentleman who was resident murdered. 



A P P E N D I X .  

ABSTRACT O F  C A P T A I N  CHRISTIE 'S  JOURNAL, 

hJ?TEB HIS S E P A U T I O N  FROM LIEUT. POTTINOEB, AT 100SHKY. 

ARCH B d .  I left Nooshky on the W d  of March, and c r k n g  
small sand hills, stopped for Jooma Khan at a small pool of r a i ~  

water, which although dirty was- fresh; we waited about one hour, 
until Jooma Khan (whose camel was soon found) came up, and then we . 
moved on. He and his associates told me to be at ease in their compauy, 
as we were all brothers. After crossing a flat salt tract, which fiom the top 
of' the Lukh or Pass appeared to be water, at fourteen miles we halted to 
dine under some hills. The water was brackish, but there was grazing for 
the camels. Having made a hasty meal of bread and dates, we moved on 
westerly, crossing the Salt Desert. Our guide urged us to be expeditious, to 
avoid our enemies, who, so soon as we departed from the Toomun, he said, 
would also start by another road, and meet us in the desert. About ten at 
night we espied a light, and soon came to a shepherd's hut fenced round by 
bushes to keep in his sheep ; he brought out a carpet, and after the usual 
salutation told us, that thirty Uffghans had been there inquiring for us, and 
had gone to occupy a pass in the hills. He then produced sour milk, and 
we bought a goat, which my men slew in an instant and devoured ; we then 
advanced a few miles, and striking out of the path, lay down to rest in a 
small patch of barley cultivation. 

B d  March. Rising before day light we marched westerly, and crossed 
what was once a fine tract, but now, fiom drought, a waste. We halted to 
breakfast at the ruins ofGholam Shah : part of the town still remains; we f m d  
here a small tank of rain water, and after two hours rest continued our mute : 
a n d  hills very near us on the right the tract to the right is called Dhak, and 
is very bare : we passed a Belwche Toomun and flocks, but could not venture 
to go near them on account of the party looking out for us. It came on to 
rain with thunder and lightning and a hqgh wind, which mbd'tbe sand is 

3~ e 
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our faces, so as to compel us to take refuge for some hours under the lee of 
a bank, with our backs to the wind ; on clearing up we advanced a little 
farther and halted to sleep; 

%th March. After supper and a few hours rest we rose and mounted ; 
the air was cold with slight rain and fog ; we halted for breakfast at seven 
in the morning, a range of mountains in front, and a curious looking hill on 
the left about ten miles distant, in the shape of a cone, called MekhC Roosturn. 
We had then got on a hard flat sand, without a trace of vegetation ; we re 
sumed our route &er breakfast, the range a-head approaching, and a fine 
heath appeared at its base, so putting my camel into a smart trot, we soon 
reached it and halted among some low bushes and trees, sending two or 
three Belooches to look for water: they were iudefatigable in their search, 
and soon rkturned t d h g  us that they had found a Toomun, with plenty of' 
good rain water, two miles off; they also brought a goat with them as a 
present to Jooma Khan, who, they had aflkmed, was going on pilgrimage. 
This jungle is called Chaguy, there is a fine pasture in it ; and within one 
day's journey to the southward are salt water pools very narrow but deep. 

~ t h  March. We halted until mid-day for the bake of grazing the cattle ; 
the sleep refreshed us all, although we lay in our doaths and at-mq to be 
pepared for attack, and about one p. m. we mounted, and soon got to the 
range in front. I t  comes round in a circle from Kharan, and terminates at 
no great distance to the northward of where I passed it. The whole country 
on the right is a desert up to Kandahar ; over the range (I afterwards found) 
are two passes, the northern one in our line was said to be occupied by the 
U%hans, to avoid whom we took a circuitous route to the left, and doubling 
these hills got into a route parallel, and arrived at Koochen the third day, 
(wth March). Here fine water is abundant. Each day's march I saw flocks 
of sheep throughout the district called Pooshte Koh, or back of the moun- 
tains. We met on the Qth a party of Belooches coming from the north- 
ward, and carrying their women, children, tents, and flocks, towards the 
mountains of Mukran; they told us that they were flying f'm Gunmyl; 
having heard that Futteh Khan, the minister of the King of' Kabool, was on 
his way there from Kandahar. 
98th Mmh. We marched before day-light, and travelled a little north- 

ward of west, over shiRing sand hills, stopping to breakfist a t  Mummoo; 
this place derives its flame fiom being the spot where the Peer, or saint, 
Mulick Mummoo was buried, and the Belooches demanded charity for good 



luck. They cxrcted flour and datcs from J m m  Khan and rnybclf, in propor- 
tion to the nunrbcr of our camels, and having made b r d ,  it was q d l y  d u l t  
out to cvmy olic ; they were d yunct ld  at p m v m  at the drrinc, exccpmg 
Joonua lillan and anothcr who wcrc e x c ~ ~ w d  on occoll~rt d' their youth. At 
Mutllmoo r e  hul  bad water, but advancing in tlrc at\crnoon, wr?rtcrly seven 

milcu, r e  cnme to K u l c l ~ ~ ,  also ccicbmtctl a* twii~y t11v wat of' a Pwr, who 
produccd a arm11 wcll of' excc.llcnt water, by striLi11~ Iris sin= tlrrouBfi 
the rock : we quittcvt tllb spot d r r  ctinnir, and wl~en it tnvanlc dusk lulted 
at the end of fbrrr n l i l r~  tlorth.wcrt to slccp. 

L2~th . U'c e~lcountend die ~ l ~ r d - l l i l b  again, and moved twelve 
milt- to  brcaktiut among tllcm and <;nz * bushrx IIero r c  met unloadai 
camda rctunling to Ciurnrs~l. After I)rcditi.<t wc hrrci :I tcuiicn~.* march over 
uncvca grodnd with sand atrtl gravel. At tiltc.cn n~ilcr we distl~cnlntrd under 
covcr of wmc low m ~ d - l ~ i l l s  d t c ~  tlrc mtnt fhtig11111g muclr I evcr a s  

pric-nccul, of wlricl~ forty-fiw nrilt?r lllrtl no wrrtcwr; Ilowctrr, the liclmind 
river wr* near, nnd I kltew tlmt it woultl aniply repay us for our d c r i n p  

3 h .  'This morning wc htartc-tl carly, and dc-cindin~ thc mad 
hill* in a north-wcstcrly direction, u x ~ n  got I I IWII  3 Ilrrtl grn\t-Ily ell-crt, .nd 
at clcvc-n rni1c-s nmved nt t IIL' bank ol' tlrc. l i t - l ~ ~ r i t r c l  : H L' clcwvr~did 1)). ravines 
urd cntetwl u vallc?., h t  orlc and a timlf or two nriita ocn)q tlrc river H c l  
minct f l owi~~g  down 0ctwc.t-11 tirlc klnlarirk jr~llplt*. l icrc wc 11aLltY1, and 
forpt-tti~rp nll our past trouble- sat clown and tx-$an to cook our b m d  and 
y rcparc for brcalifi*t. 

From Stxnllly t o  tllc llclmind rivcr is, by nl! cqtimatiori, a hundrni arid 
nincty4111r n ~ i l c ~  ml1ic.11 we n~atlc in nirlc n~irchtw ; tlrc tlrruc* tint art* rather 
10l1p (tw.t.lity-ti\ c ~ ~ i i l t - *  tw.Ir), a~rd  fie-h r a ~ ~ t  natcr i* 10 tw hml on the wvond 
d3v : t11c r(nltcw i* n~cntly ovsr Ilard u l l t i .  Ttrc fi)~~rtlr  march i q  r l r o~ t  : ~ I I C  
fi1tI1 arid sintlr rntl1c.r Iot~g ; 1 1 o m  cvcr, t!~c.m is a p l  *llpl)ly of rratrr, ud 
tllc ro.lti, fho~tglr h~lly, is 11ot t l~ffic~~lt  or tcrllotr-. ' Ihc rc.\,c.nth n~arch, tu 
Kt~lclr~u-, ia  vrry long, tvci~ou\ arrcl d~&dt,  fiOm ~ I I C  untf-hillr, a ~ l d  I r l t s  
mime 11.~1 water. 'I'hc t . ~ ~ ! J t h  mrrcl~ I i s *  no water, and i* wtlitwrr 'Ihc 
h*t ia a d i d  r~urcll 01' rlct ten nii1c.r M'c a l g ! ~ t  t o  ha\ I* coml)n.~\td tbc 
three Ia*t into two, U I I I L I I  wc)uitl orrl! have nwtlc tlrt-~n thirt~-1.0 ni1L-s each. 
'Ilwrc i* for*-- Ibr c u ~ ~ c l s  tlrc nlrulc =a?, -1 at I ) l d ,  C k q t ~ y ,  urd Woo 
d1c.c.p u c  to tw* h d .  
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The Helmind river runs from Kandahar south-west and westerly into 
Seistan, where it takes a circuit round the hills about four days' journey 
fiom Dooshak, and forms a lake. At Pullaluk it is about four hundred yards 
wide, very deep, with uncommonly fine water. About half a mile of tbe 
country on each side is cultivated by irrigation, and the desert then rises in 
perpendicular cliffs. The banks abound with the tamarisk, and also afford 
grazing for cattle. Kandahar was seven Munzils or stages from our halting 
place to day ; the intermediate country is much infested by robbers, and 
is very barren. During the day we continued our march along the banb 
of the river, passing ruins of villages and fortlets. At night we halted in 
the jungle near an Uehan  village, .the people of which, perceiving the smoke 
arising from the f i e  we were cooking our bread with, came down in hopes 
to surprize us. We had mostly gone to sleep, but one of our men, observing 
the thieves, gave the alarm, and &er some argument, they came to 
terms. 

3lst  March. We arrived this day at Rodbar, and put up at the Toornun 
of Lunyar Khan, the head of the Towkee tribe of Belooches. He is a h e  
looking young man, and his men superior to those Belooches whom I had 
Been at Nooshky, of whom they are a subdivision. I passed here for 
a Hajee or pilgrim, though I believe the chief took me for a Persian in 
disguise. 

1st Apn'll This day we entered Seistan, having forded the river (& 
two unsuccessful attempts) near Rodbar. At night we slept in the ruins of 
a very large city called Poolkee ; here a few men who reside in the ruins 
made an attempt to steal my camels, but luckily they fixed on one belonging 
to my guide, Jooma Khan, which they carried off: 

2d ApiL I mounted very early this moming in hope of getting to Uum- 
dar before dark, but about five p.m. coming to the Toomun of one of Khan 
Juhan Khan's Sirdars, my people declared they would not go further that 
evening, and I was obliged to submit ; I, however, threatened to return to 
Nooshky, which had such an effect that they only loitered for a few b o w  
and the next moming at day-light we found ourselves within half a mile of 
Ilumdar. By my guide's advice I here halted and sent over for Thalldasa, 
the Hindoo to whom I was recommended. He soon appeared, riding on a 
poney, when I took him aside, and told him that I was a servant of Soon- 
du jee, and had a bill on him for two hundred rupees, and a letter of recorn- 
mendation, which last I delivered. ARer perusing the letter, he told me 

11 
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tbe money I spoke of wm ready, and offered his b e e r  in my otba way, 
(4 but," said hc, the people here rre d robbers : you must get rid of theaa 

kloochca and assume the character of a tldjce, and I will ace that, u 
a~lch, you shall be turnishcd with a guide." I instantly returned to my 

party and gave them a trifling priwnt, then taking Icave of Joomrr Khan, I 
mountcd my camcl, and rode over to thc s m d  torn of I l u m h  accompanied 
by Thnll&w, who loclgcd me in  his own houw for the n d t .  

9d Apil.  This morning I wdkcd over to see the chief, (called Khaa 
Juhan Khan) who, on bcing told I rrm tiuljec, rrttcit.cd me moat politely. 
He WM very elcffrntly drcsseci, and attended by five or six rcrvanta Thir 
chief is quite the tcnor of d the circuoljrccnt countries, a d  aubsirb 
h o s t  cntirely by plundcr, bving very little territory. 
4d . 4 p m L  In the collnc ot'thcday I s c ~ t l ~ d . c c o u n t s w i t h ~ s ,  who 

had been so fortunate as to get me thc k t  guide in this country. I made 
him a pntecnt for the trouble I hul givc*n him, and pnpimd every h n g  fot 
starting rrs mon as v i b l e .  

&iston is r very mall province on thc banks of thc IIrlmincl, comprising 
not mom Lhru\ five hundred square milt3 bou11dcu1 on the north and north- 
ca*t by Khorrun. on the wcst by Persia, ~d on the south ant1 scwth-cmt 
it is q w t ' ~ I  from hl~lkran by an uriinhabitid drxrt. Thc only ports of 
S*~JIOTI now i~ihabitd ue the banks of tllc Hclmind r i m ,  the bed of which 
mntrdly rinks, and thc dcscrt on either side haa been mrrkmg pmportmd 
cncrcr;rcllmentn. 

\Vc cntcnd &istan at the town of Rodbar; there the U s  of tbc river 
arc w cll cultit~atcul aod fnlit!ul, having a finc rich roil, i n i p t n l  by thc rtr- 
but the utmcnt b m d t h  of this fertile stripe cbm not cxcccd two miles, 
rhcoce the dcwrt riu- in lolty rlifti and extend* over an unintcmptd 
tract, without water or vcptation, to the great d from tierrrat to liur- 
ctatmr on thc onc side, and on the othcr, down towutir the route p u m d  by 
L i m ~ t c ~ i ~ ~ ~ t  I'otti~lgcr from Sooshliy to k u k  and Bunpoor. Tbc country, 
rltllo~~gh now only inhbitcd by U@tuns .ad BcJoochca m felt tents, still 
lwus the mrrLs of I'ornlcr tir.~liutjm ollcl opllcm. ; ud there ruins of' 
vilhp-s lbrtr, a r ~ d  wirwimllls doog the whdc mute tiom Rallnr to I)a&k, 
the capital, which ia  now c W  JulPILL#L1, in hotwur oC I)IC chicrr 
clclcrt ron. 

The tint plrcc which cxcitn attention ir K v k o b d ,  about Qvc rnllcl Ibr 
R '1?1k was furnlrrly Jle r&cc d ;hb L a  iuliboamo ; mdu~lp, 



howevea remains, but the parapeta and towers of a small sqwre fort, 
tbe mud walls of buildings adjacent, formerly inhabited by his mother. 00 
orossing the river we came to Synabad, on the north-west bank of it, ahid 
is, however, of modern date, and said to have been inhabited by Arabs5 
hence, by mistake of my guide, I crossed the desert to Poolkee, twenwfivc 
miles, whereby 1 lost an opportunity of seeing the city of Kuleaput on tbt 
river; thc palace there, they say, is still in good preservation, but of the 
size of the city or time of its foundation I could get no intehgence. 
Poolkee exhibits the remains of a once large and flourishing city ; the ruins 
of' its walls, houses, and gardens, cover at least a space of sixteen square 
miles ; the banks of the Helmind are here extremely luxuriant, and &rd 
fine pasturage for sheep, of which I observed large flocks. The river n 
about two hundred yards broad, not fordable, and extremely picturesque. 
We staid at this place with a Toomun of hospitable Nousherwanee B e l o o c h ~  
who, however, would not be answerable for the safety of our camels, as we 
had now, they said, got into the midst of the robbers, and we were cons& 
q~rmtly obliged to have a portion of our party always on the alert. 

Uumdar waa built and peopled by Khan Juhan Khan, thu most noted 
robber in thin country, and the terror of all the Karwans that travel between 
Heerat and Kandahar. The country here assumes a new feature ; instead 
of the cultivation being confined to the narrow stripe on each side of 
 rive^, large channels have been cut, and the water well distributed over 
the face of' the country, and thus much must be said in justice to Khan 
Juhan Khan, that although he is a greater robber than his neighbours, his 
country is in a far better state of cultivation. 

I etaid at Uumdar on the 6th, and on the 7th, accompanied by Thall- 
I rode over f o k  miles to the city of Julallabad, also called Dooshak. The 
mine of' the ancient city cover at least as much ground as the city of Isfahan : 
it has been built in the same way as the other towns in S e i s t .  of half burnt 
brick, the houses with vaulted roofs, and two stories high. The moderncity 
of Julallabad is neat and in a state of improvement, it contains about two 
thoueand houses, and has a tolerable Bazar ; it is governed by Behram 
Khan Kyanee, of a very ancient and independent family ; but his revenues 
do not amount to more t h  thirty thousand rupees, and he has not 
power to restrain the depredations of Khan Juhan Khan. From Dooshak 

. to Kirman in Peraiiis twenty days journey for a horseman, and the same 
to Yezd, over a deeert with little water; this road leads past Ghaen, 



( h a u s  for its mrnufrture of arpets,) and K h u b  of' which I obhiad 
no  information. 

8t.h g A+& Having taken leave of my attentive fiieDd, Wdu, I 
1cA Daodulr this dry  h t  eight a. a, my guide, whme nuae wan M d  
Gun- w.s an Uffgh.n of  the Ghiljec tribe from Jcreen, r mrrn of  inform. 
ation, which he ms ready to communicate, p o d  tempered and M i d ,  
and he was, (what I prized much,) well mounted ; i t  ran so p a t  a contrast 
to the slow movements of the Bcloochm, that I went 00' in hlgh spirita, 
and rftcr Fing the m a l l  villages of Akbu and Doulat.bod, we quittcd 
Scistm about twenty five miles north of DooshJI, and entered Khomam, 
h v c l l i n g  on over bur hard dewrt, with r gentle uccnt. Throughout tbe 
forcnoon we made, at an crsy trot, twenty-five m i l a ;  when we u r i v d  at 
the ruins of the city of Pesh.mrroon, which ue of hmcrus exteat, we 
rode d~rectly through thcm for u p w d f i  of five mil- A Lit& f u t h e r  m 
we came to the tumb of  Syud Urhl: here im r well of' dphuruua water. 
I t  is the umd halting place for r strong pu ty ,  but or we were not such in 
point of number, our guide deemed it proper to move on ; m thenfore did 
sq and at thirty-four mila M t d  in the ruins of  the d d  town of Jorcco in 
the ZrlWl of  Okc. W e  had our cattle in the ruins, and L y  down to ale- 

s u p l ~ . r I c q  k i n g  dmid to light a firc, lest the smoke rbould point out our 
situation to  the straggling bands of tobbcn who infest thir country. 
9th qfAprL This morning we went over to the fort d inhabited v i i  

md dqghtccf at the housc of my guide. U f k h  Bockcd to visit me, and I 
WM introduced by the MoolW as r S y p d  going on pilgrimage. Thq w- 
p l e d  t o  wc me, and paid me p a t  attentioa, d i n g  me w h t  d e s c r i ~ ~ ~  
of Syud I was, I told thcm )i&- bfy guide hd ~ n r  killed rhccp 
and roon rftcr we sat down, together with my -el drivers and r visitor, 
to r krpe bowl of soup md bouilk. When b d f u t  ms m e t  I nu glad 
to  gvt rid of my visitors, by lying dowa, lad prcccading to be mucb 
fatigued by my d c .  I pamd tbc nest dry  mucb in the umc way, rritiq 
until my g d e  had p d  a fqpd lcttrr 01' rmwamcndrtioa fraQ M<t 
bummud (ihiljcc to M U%hm at the t o r n  of Funah. 

Jmcm is r f e d  litdc spot in thc di-trict of Wc, n d y  cncompamd 
by hillr, whence r st- imucr and supplies thc r h d c  b a l k y ;  hctc t h y  
have boruontrl widmil ln  to  h s c  the r r t c t ,  u rc l l  u for grimling rrm 

Thc fort ir, (like d P c m h h i l t  forts,) bfly,  r i t b  chto, weak d l \  w- 
rouldcd by a mrll W W e d  by rvnJu toras. 'b peopk d 

3 a 
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J-n are under Mohummud Khan, chief of a tribe of the Ghiljeea; he 
lives at Durg, a fort within two miles of Joaeen ; he maintains four hundred 
home, and is dreaded all over the country. Having procured the letter, and 
got Mohummud Khan's seal to it, we slept outside at night, and the next 
morning marched a little eastward of north ; at fifleen miles we came to i, 
spring of excellent water, where we halted two or three hours, and then 
proceeded on ten miles further, and stopped at sun-set in a water-course. 
No forage procurable, though contiguous to Eliasabad, a small village. 

loth of April. This day we got to Furrah, and rode straight to the house 
of Ibrahim Khan, for whom I had the forged letter. He came out, and 
having read it, ordered carpets to be spread, and received us hospitably. 1 
spent the heat of the day in his garden, unmolested ; our host and his 
brother joined us at dinner, which consisted of the standing Uffghaa dish of 
muttan soup and bouillC. 

In the evening a Moollah came down to see me, and being troublesome, 
I pretended to be sleepy, and went to rest; however, he was not to be piit 
off by this artifice. He found I had been b~eathmg upon necklaces and 
into children's mouths, that they might derive all the benefit a Syyud could 
bestow, and being fond of argument, he said he had come down to converse 
with me. He had a large book under his arm, and was questioned by my 
guide about some property acquired in a certain way, whether it was lawful 
or not. The Moollah began to expound the law, adding, that he spoke with 
difiidence in presence of the Syyud, and then appealed to'me to know 
whether he was right or not. I unthinkingly nodded assent, and when that 
point was discussed, he commenced his attack on me by asking whether I 
was a Sheea or a Soonnee *. 1 answered him the latter, on which he re- 
pated my words, observing, it was not a proper reply for a Syyud. I was 
at a loss, and took that opportunity to talk to some other persons, who had 
ddressed themselves to me, hoping to get rid of this question, but the per- 
*evering Moollah would not be quieted so easily ; after a short interval, he 
said with the greatest placidity imaginable, ( 6  You have not, perhapa, h ~ d  
6 6  the question I put to you, if you please, I will repeat if" which he did. I 
replied in Elindoastame, that I did not comprehend him sufficiently to 

The Sheens and Soonneee ate the two great classes of Moosulmam. The Persian8 are all 
Shecm, and I fmcy I war taken for one. 



hazard m apiniom oa the subject; he thca d a d h t m e +  gudc, to 
interpret, supping I did not understand Persian. Gunaas kindly a p u  
and got me out of the acrrpe. When the Moollah went away, Gunneo 
mid, you must obserrc, tb.1 oae hundred nqpther am better tbm 
dHrmrrtive when you rrish to avoid entering into ur ugumeat, fa them no 
one con catch rt your words or expresdona. Thia d i c e  I n h d y  fbllorsd 
rftarmrds, md nmde 8 point of' denying kmwledge d tbe Hudas*, 
Korm, LC., by which I avoided much troubb .ad 
dircovery, during the four dryr I halted hem 

- -  
F u m h b ~ @ W d d t o W U ,  dll&dh8fsrtib*, bdf-7- 

and on the hlgb r o d  fiom K.ndrhu to Heur8tt. It u d to b t cagood  
Buu, but M it ir tuy to enter r torn, rad d i h d t  to get aat 
d* it I would not venture into it, and rtrid atirely m the 
h u t  r mile off. The d e y  b well watered by 8 atram fiom tbe 
and tbe gardens .re axtemsive. Tbe UBighurr pay no land tax bere, rad tbe 
k z w  duties ur *g. 

F r o m D o o d r r l r t o ~ ~ . b o u t  dxty&w& o r t h r c e a r ] r m r c h  
fbrabommrm. Thefintnurrhbtrmty-fivcmiksrithoutfird or-: 
tbetwohsthveboth, .ad are short, krt tbe rrbde co~ntry n 8 

apcn - 
1rc)AprL. T h ~ & y a K . r r m r r r t o h r r c a e t o b f b H a n t , d I  

rutopiatban,horepu,farixrupaaIortbdchiatt,myDoorhLguide 
&red to uxr#lpmy me W-way to the former aty. I aped, d mamcsd 
hia brother4d.w oa oac d my amck, as .a d d i t i d  sacnrity. We 
marched north-westerly, m r good hard rad, over &tr nrrrarrdcd by buren 
lor hilln and no cuhvrtion ; we pused the h a  .bout mm-oet, rad dater- 
mined to push oa without them. At twenty- miles r e  amc to a - 
oE itilk, and entering r Rood Khuw" a river bed, h a d  rt U d u r n q  
the most bturtd'ul lad romrratic rpoc pmiMc to be conceived. t'rrudurrp m 
d l t o r a  built on 8 rivulet, in l nllr).brLfa rmlt in width, betwoea 
b n y h n r o c l u  A t t b c b u c a l t h m l o d q  oam a&, are the boama, 
m d o n t h o o Q p a i t o u d a w ~ f u l l d ~ m ~ , ~  
rppie, par, mdodmfiuittms. 
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15th A@ We passed on between the gardens this morning at day-light, 
and at two miles arrived at the extremity of the valley: here we put up in 
a mosque, and in the evening marched again, northerly and east of' north, 
between hills; no cultivation. At seventeen miles we lee  the road, and 
striking to the-right of it, halted about thirty-two miles fiom Unardurru, in 
a dry water-course near the village of Okul. This evening, as my guide 
was riding on the camel with me, he observed that the people of tbe country 
would call out Hyyu Toubah, alas ! ! alas ! ! if' I neglected my prayers. I 
excused myself on the plea of no water to wash ; 4 6  take sand," said he ; aqd 
at leven-tide, being a little in front, he stopped to go to prayers. I could 
not decline joining him, and therefore watching his motions, I went through 
the forms ; however, I did not repeat this afterwards, for having cove on 
thus far in safety, I considered that the most likely way to lose the divine 
protection would be treating devotion with levity. 

16th April. We moved six miles to an unfrequented Zearutgah, or seat 
of a saint, in the desert ; and after bidding adieu to my guide, who went 
over to the village of Okul, I started for Heerat at three p. m., trusting to 

I Providence for safety on the road. Okul is a small place in the south-east 
corner of an immense valley, which lies between two 'high ridges 'mnaing 
east and west. Parts of this valley, in the centre, are cultivated, and near 
the village there is plenty of water. 

On quitting the Zearutgah, we travelled north-east until we 'gained the 
extreme end of the mountains, at that corner of the valley. We then entered 
on a fine road, the hills still continuing on our left, though diminished in size 
and immense mountains on the right running off to the east-north-east. At 
twenty miles came to a well of brackish water. This is the regular stage for 

' Karwans, but we kept on west-north-west, good road and low hills on either 
aide. At thirty miles we halted to sleep among the hillocks the east 
of the path. 

7 t h  p r i l .  At day-Iight I moved again north-north-west, winding over 
the hills. We had hardly gone six miles ere we espied six armed Uffghans 
coming aRer us all well mounted ; my guide blew his matchlock, 1 
all the pistols; and moving our party to the lefi of the road, took up an 
elevated station within musket-shot of it. Here we alighted, and the guide, 
who alone had a matchlock, knelt down. The Uffghans advanced along the 
road until they came opposite to us, and then asked who we were. The 
guide replied that I was a Peerzadu, or devotee, of' Mohummud Khan Ghil- 



jee, md ping on p d g k m p  to Muhid in Kknan.  Tbe krt homntra 
turned his horse towards us, on which my guide, raving his had, tdld him 
if he advanced a step farther he would fire at him. The Uehra, cm Lhjr, 
rrrlreci, ( 4  \\'hat will you do with one nutchlock e n s t  six of ur r h o  am 
a d  well umed ?" Very true," soid the guide, " but take away the Old 

man at the head of you, who pr) for nothing, and wc are five M pod ma 
you.*' ' 4  Put up your um5," aaid the old man, b4 and do not let tbe Peer- 
" zadu nuppoee wc ore rothrn or mlrrrlemrn ;" on which they turned their 
homes and rode OK 

We now rcnumcd our journey, well d d k d  with having got rid of h e  
Uffiqhans so peaceably, md at etght miles we a m c  to a rcll alled Play. 
Thia is also a halting-place for iirrrrurr, having good water a d  forage. 
Here we opencd on a spacious plain between two rictges of hills running errrt 
and rest, intersected by deep rrvinea We turned out of tbc dmct rod 
and went to tbe right .cross the country to avoid meetiqq my more U@ha. 
At noon we Mteci rt dre f d  of the northern range of mountaim, in a 
hollow where there was a w& of brrrclush water. rUtcr r e  had b d i s d ,  
we marched on raund the base of the n~oclnrclin, and c&ng rucmuvc decp 
ravines, between which wc had a lpoci nd.  at twenty-me miles u r i v c d  .t 
the top of a ps, short md  not ckfficirl~ At night wc Mted in the D d d  
Hun, or d m r t  of Iiun, on thc top of the mountaiu buudmg the talky 
of Hecmt. 

18th ApriL. We mounted early and nurchd trcnty-five miles Wac we 
b d f * h c d  at a r d  Z c ~ ~ ~ t ~ p h .  d e r  which eight miles more brought ur to 
the city of IIccrat, the intermchte country bue except in the vicinity d 
the different vi1laff.r 

The r o d  fiom Fur& to L'nudurru being Croai, and not hilly, it is an 
m y  stage of t r n t y m c  mil- rlthou~h no water iatcnnebtc. From Un- 
d u r r u  to Okul is one long and very t d i w s  march, and d l y  mdc by 
liarwurs in two; the mi is mph .ad I h  bctwtwn hill., and chotrgh OLtd 
u out of the way, by going thrt m t c  we hrd k w  to 1i~r frum d h c f x  
From Okul thc mi is tdcnblc. bur the ~ c r  v c n  k l r i s h  at the W 
w* .ad aoac tirthcr on UU you come to Wcmry ; thcocc to kjccrrt you 
have no water rxccpt a littlc rrlt well at sir de, 6 thL last is a -, 
bring thirt? rnilta to the ~ A P N ~ &  and right frola t h e m  to tbc city. 

VIE city of Htvrat i s  ri tuttd in a VLUC?, r u m d  by bliy w o w  
.ad contiguous to Lhc northern +, wtJcb wgulser it from tbc 91' 

11 
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Bokhara. The valley extends at least thirty miles, &om east to we&, and is 
about fifteen broad, watered by a river rising in the mountains and running 
through the centre ; it is lughly cultivated, and the whole face of it is covered 
with villages and gardens. The approach to Heerat from the Zearutgah, 
lies fbur miles between orchards, with a capital road; at the end of this 
road we came to the river, over which there is a very ancient bridge, four 
hundred yards in length, built of burnt brick, and said to have been erected 
by an oil woman at her own private expence ; it is now, however, miserably 
decayed, and will soon tumble to yiem unless the government repair it. Pre- 
vious to the building of thia bridge the communication between the city and 
country was yearly cut o& on the melting of the snow in the mountains, and 
the consequent swell of the river. When we had passed the bridge, we rode 

, four miles through the suburbs along a good road, to the city gate. 
The city covers an area of four square miles, and is fortified by a lofky mud 

wall, with towers and a wet ditch ; in the northern fitce is a citadel elevated 
on a mound above the wall ; thia is a small square castle with towers at the 
angles, built of burnt brick, the whole in line with the wall, and encom- 
p d  by a wet ditch, over which is a draw-bridge. Beyond this, there is 
dw a recently constructed outer wall and dry ditch. The city haa a gate in 
each fsce, and two in the northem me;  but on the whole it is very cante&- 
tible as a fortification. 

From each gate Bazars lead to the Char Soobh," or market-place, in the 
centre of the town, which are spacious and well lined with shops ; the prin- 
cipal one extende from the south gate to the Gunje Bazar, or cattle-market, 
in front of the citadel, and is covered in with a vaulted roof the whale 
length. These streets and the Char Soobh are so filled with the crowd of' 
people on Thursday (the Bazar day), aa to be $moat impassable. On either 
ride aa you go along are large spacious SIU&, where the merchants have 
their Kothees, or factories ; the city is well supplied with water, every Sum& 
having a Houz, or cistern, independan$ of the public ones on either side the 
Bamr etree-ta The meanest building in appearance, is the residence of the 
prince, of which you see no more than a common-gate way, over which is a 
wretched building, and in fiont an open square, with galleries in the centre, 
for the Nukurah Khana, or kettledrums. 
The Musjidt Jooma, or Friday's Mosque, was once a p d  building, com- 

priaing an area eight hundred yards squate, but this is fast going to decay. 
The private buil- in Heerat are by no means in this state, for no city hm 
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I n s  ground unacct~picd, and none, for iu extent, a n  bord of r gmmter 
population. Hccrat and its nuburk ir mmputcd to contain &ova tmo 
hundred thousand inhabitants, of wliom t m  thouarrnd ue L'Qham, the w 
ue Moghuls, r f'ew Jews, m d  six hundred Hindooa The Hindooa w hem 
highly respectd, and dooe possess capital. The governmetit k rensiblc of 
their value, and they have in coabequetre much iduence. They live in tho 
best Suds, and have @em outside, but do not venture to bring their 
fmilies with them to this city. 

Heerat in 8 city of more trade than perhyw m y  h e r  in h i 8  under 8 

native government ; it is alled by distinction the Bunder, or port, ad ia h e  
emporium between K.bool, K.nd.hu, Hintboatan, Ibbmcr,  d PC&, 
Bagdad, &c. F m  the four former it receives shawls, indigo, q w ,  chotz, 
muslin, boft., kracob, hides, d Icrrtber, h d r  are uportad to MarhiA_ 
Yezd, Tehmun, Bagdad, md Kiraun; receiving in Wum ddhn, tea, 
mgar-cmdy, china ware, b r o d c h h ,  chintz, rill, copper, pepper, ad dl lrirdr 
of spices, dates, &awls, numucis, d cupeta. The hides which are imparted , 

fiora Iiindoostan return a profit of one hundred per cent. o a t  ; indead, the 
whde trade is uncommonly rdvurt.gcous to m y  one pa~~cuing capital. 
Tbc currency hem is that of Muhmood h J ~ e e  ~ p e -  but accouata am 
kcpt in Kureem Kh.nec,  at one huncircd d twcnty4vc pcr bundred 
Muhmood Sllohcn 
'The stoplcs of Heerat are silk, d h o ,  a d  d c r t i d . ,  which am erportcd 

to Hindoostln ; the silk cloths ue not e q d  to the mmuf.cture of ParrL 
The @ens u e  full of mulberry tmea d lrolely fbt the make of' the ulk 
worm, aad dl the phnr .ad tub round Heerrt, put~cul.rly to tbc 
4, produce u d i ~ ~ d a .  It grow to the height of two or thm feet, tbe 
stem two inches in &meter, and the hcd ,  when ripe, b ycllow d rn 
d l w  a auliflowcr ; the tiindoos and the Ijdoocher uc fd of it, they 
tat  it by mqting the stem in the d m ,  d rtcwiag thc head of it like & 

grec.ns. It still, however, pIcMBn.n its f q d d  tutc ud uocrll. 
The gardens of Heerat  IT^ extensive ; the O o r d d  Bagh, W n g  to 

tbt  Frincc and B.ghC Slidwe, Wted by Tymom 3h.h (this king his h 
vouritt scab) uc the only pubk  oats, and now ouly attcDdcci to fiw tbcir 
annual produce, which is bold in the Buu. Lxukng to the htct is an 
rvcnuc one milc in Icngtli, bctwcca fir utes; d adjoining are l'ow miaurtr 
of r moscluc that wan intadd fix the tOmb d the h Mocma AUa 
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Reza, who, however, was digappointed of his visit to Heerat by dying at 
Mushid. 

The villages in the neighbourhood of Heerat are numerous, and nothing 
can exeeed the fertility of this valley ; wheat and barley are most abundant, 
and fruit of all kinds amazingly cheap. When I was at Heerat, the horses were 
all at Bagh, up a place one stage over the mountains, for the benefit of the 
fine grass procurable there. They are generally half' bred, but the mer- 
chants from Bokhara bring Toorkumanee horses, that sell in proportion to 
their height. The most celebrated breeder in this country is Boonid Beg of 
the tribe of Huzaree ; he resides in the mountains towards Mushid, and has 
large herds of horses and mares : his colts are highly prized, and are ofken 
sold for from one to four thousand rupees each. The tolls at Heerat are 
two rupees on every camel load going out of the city, and one anna, or 
sixteenth of a rupee on every twenty rupees' worth of merchandize sold in it. 
This is levied from the purchaser by the S d d a r  or tax-gatherer, who f m s  
the tolls fiom government. Although, the toll on camels appears so very 
trivial, it is avoided by every m&s to a large extent, of which I had an op- 
portunity of knowing two or three instances. The revenues are estimated 
at four and a half' lacs of rupees, and are levied on the Suraea, shops and 
gardens; a part is taken in kind, or grain and cattle ; and from the total 
amount the prince pays B y  thousand rupees annually to the King of Persia. 

The government of Heerat is in the hands of the Shahzadah Hadjee 
Fejroozooaeen Khan, third son of the late Tymoor Shah, and full brother 
to the presentMuhmood Shah. He is about fifky years of age, appears to 
take little active participation in public f i r s ,  but leavm every thing to 
Hdjee  Aga Khan, his minister. In the present distracted state of Khol 
rasan, he endeavours to remain neutral, without incurring the displeasure of , 
either of the contending parties. The prince has two wives, the one a 
Moghul lady, the otber a daughter of Shakoor Khan Douranee, by each of 
whom he has two sons. Kasim Khan, the eldest, is a good loolung young 
man, about twenty-two years of' age. The reins of government being in 
the hands of a Moghul excites a great degree of jealousy in the minds of 
the Ufljghans, but the prince givm the former a decided preference over his 



own t r i i ,  rs ha fincia that the rapacious exactions of the former from tbe 
subject, ue mom enforced to enrich his cofim, than they could p i b l y  bs 
through his countrymen, who being rcctratomed to free and independent 
tenure of the lmd, are not ao likely to oasist in that system of plunder fur 
which the M&uls are proverbial. 
The police of Heerat is strict, not ao much for the d e  of m d t y ,  m 

for the fines which come into government ; and no one un appear in tbo 
streets PftU dark. This city is, of all otbers in Khomam, celtbrrtad for 
cheats, who allure the unsuspecting s t n q e r  into their houses to partake d 
an entertainment, uld then lay him by the heels on a f& charge o f d u o  
tion of their female relatives, m d  breach of hospitality, for which the r- 
c u d  pereon may consider himself' fortunate to escape with r mulct of Live 
h u n d d  n~pea On these occnaions they previously inform tbemlves d 
the a ta te  and condition of the person, and levy rcordipgly ; M f  d thb 
fine goes to the infonner u r rewud for his ingenuity, uld the &a half to 
tha minister and pvanrnent .  

1 remained at Herat  nwly  r month in my anurncd c h u r t e r  of' r b 
dealer, md  declued I h ~ l d  go to M ~ ~ s h i d  on pilgrimage, a commoa cir- 
cumrturce among people of' that clac\ who visit this country. I dtcmcd it 
cxpedaent ta annrwlnce thi* M uiy intention, being thereby furnisbcd with an 
ucuac for laving Heerat at any time ; m d  what w u  to me of great mo. 
meat, without encumbering mpelf with a number d' honer, which I 
W y  said I could purchase on my return ; by h mtuu I oaly found it 
necessary to buy two during my quum there. 
18h arrd 19tA .Way. Having procud a guide from my Hi& I 

I& Hear t  on the 18h qf ,\fq at five p m. ; wc pg-swd w c - s d y  between 
&ens for about h e  miles, when the path opened out to cultivatat p u n d ,  
&h by &pees diminlbcd, u we left ttlc city and drew m r  the mourn 
t.im At tmlvc miles wc picketted au hones, d lay down to deep. 
Wc m o \ d  oa +n h-fore day-I&t westerly, pm.4 tbc large v i k  d 
Sckhwm at twenty-two miles, d p i n g  one mile through it, stopped at a 
u d l  demishea' \-illage : the d r).r pod  tbc whdc way, but it k r gale 
d wind, md the clads of& wetc  very tmubk.u#rc. I hd now the 
matisfmion of knowing that we hd prrcd thc L ' @ h  frontier, d hd 
mtcnd the dominions of the King of Pcrru, ia wliich, .her my numemum 
escapes, I felt r cornpurtrvc degree of m r i t y  to w b t  I bd copymi fa 
aome months. We Mtcd fbr two hours, and drmctd in tbc &mom 

3 tl 
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twelve miles, to Ghoorian, a large town abounding with drater, grain, and 
fbrage, thirty-five miles from Heerat. 
f20th May. We marched this morning before day-light, westerly. At 

ten miles, leaving the tilled ground, we entered on a tract covered with the 
assafoetida bush, a range of hills in front running north and south, and join- 
ing the ridge of mountains which had continued from Heerat upon our right. 
Having crossed these hills by an easy ascent and tolerable rod ,  at twenty 
miles we came to a well of good water, where we halted. We marched again 
Bt one p.m., crossing a fine plain, on which there are ruins of different 
villages, formerly destroyed by the Oozbucks, in one of which we put up for 
the night : no water or forage. 

Qlst, W, and aSd Mq. The former day we got to Kelatk Nadir, where 
there ,is plenty of water and forage. Thence we made a march through a 
very hilly country, and on the third day, after passing a very extensive bare 
phiin, arrived at KhaK 

Khaff is a small town situated immediately under a range of hills well 
supplied with pain  and water, and having much cultivation and many gar- 
dens in its vicinity. During the four summer months it blows here a gale of 
~ n d  day and night, by which the wind-mills are turned. GMjee Khan is 
Che governor, and always resides here. We put 11p in n field of stubble near 
the town, and proceeded on the next morning. 

24th May. We this day altered the direction of our cortrrse to north-west, 
and skirting the hills on the left of the road, crossed a fine cultivated plain. 

' We passed several villages, and halted at Sherawan, thirty-fbur miles. This 
march there is water and force the whole way, with large flocks of sheep. 
At Sherawan the wind decreased, which had annoyed ue so much at  
Kh&. 

%th, 26th, and 2'7th May. Our march on the 95th was north-westerly 
only twelve miles, as I was obhged to halt, on account of a fever which I 
had had for several days, at a fine village called Skar, that is famous for the 
almond8 it produces. My intention otherwise was to have gone on eight 
miles farther to Sungoon, where I arrived on the 26th. At Sungoon the 
water is brackish and the country hilly. We moved on the 97th north-west 
and westerly, and at sixteen miles arrived at Tujurmod, a compact v w e  
among hills, These three stages, from Sherawan to Tujurrood, may be per- 
formed by a horseman in one day with great ease. From Tujurrood we 



cromed two or dmc d l  hills ; and t r a v c l l i n ~  mtb-wat,  hrhcd rt +t at . r mi~erablc \.iUap called C h i l w  twelve miles tiom it. 
mih Mq.. We marched very early in the morning, and leaving tbe hills, 

(the mountainous ridge on our right running df to  h e  nortlcwest,) c r d  r 
fine flat, but no water. At  sixtc.cn milt3 arrived a t  a large village cJled 
Nasuray, wrter brackish. Here wc haltetl and had mneth ing  to eat, d c r  
which we rd\mced in tJle evening twclve mdcn to Oonshy. At eight 4 
these twelvc miles the road from Mushid to  I i rvmt  joina ' n i s  i s  a large 
village with a little cultivation, and plenty of good a ~ e r  and fl& d 
sheep. A K a r w a n s u d  hcre dso b.ovc us the tist idea of' .ppr<#c)ling 
civilization. 

May. From Oonahy wc cromed over five miles this morning to u 
old ruirlcd S u d  on the edge of  the  dcscrt ; plenty o f  wrter, but  no supplies. 
We marched again a t  three p.m., kecping elm to mountains on our left, 
finst p i n g  wcst and dlcn south. T h e  r o d  to  Tubbus Lies w r r  the hills to 
the lett, but is only inhabited for eight fursukhs ., md being stony is not 
IW good for camels as that of the dmrt, which I thmforca adopted. We 
came to wclls at thm m i l ~ r ,  at wvcn, and dm at  elcvcn ; at  w11ict1 hst I 
stopped to rcfrrsh tinr ti~ur Ilo~im, and thm continllcd on wth-wmtcrly for 
thirtj-wven milt- \We found dry welln m c 7  funukh, mi d rbc twenty. 
fifth niilc, one with water in it. 

80th May. hlarching this morn in^ beforc day-light, wc d t d  our 
coum more westerly. A t  twelve m i l e  o b d  water mt a rcll rherc thr 
bans halt. We pmcccdcd on acvcn milcv to thc \.illage of I+. It is 
a small place and abounds m-ith p i n ,  fruit, wrtcr, forp~te, and &cop From 
Oonshy it is four m y  marchcs tor laden camcln. \Vc njntinucd our route 
t l~c  samc day betwcvn llills until wc came t o  I k h i  . \ I~l~onlcd,  at fittccn m i l a  
Hcrc is a capital Surrri, a Hindoo shopkcvper, g o d  water, +n, and 
romp. 

1 s t  f .  From Dehi Mahomed t o  C%&h : fint trclva mi la  bac 
p v c l ,  dcaccndlng gradually ; then mind round r peak on the Ictt, p o d  
road over r dcwrt, Pnri along the baw of a ridge of mountains At twenty- 
!bur mil- ur ivcd a t  C'llutirh. L g h t  rail- wuthcvt of thu pl.ce is tbe 
city of 'l'ubbur. 
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Chardih is composed of four small villages, and well supplied with water, 
grain, and forage ; there is a Surd  a little out of repair. Thence to KhaE is 
performed in thirteen stages, by Karwans, but a horseman will d o  it in eight 
with great ease, one march of thirty-seven miles being alone tedious, the 
road is tolerably good the whole way. 
. 1st and ad June. We marched from Chardih, eleven miles westerly, on 
the lst, and slept in a dry water course ; whence the following day, ascend- 
ing between hills, we came to Kulbut, ten miles; there is no cultivation 
here, and only a Hindoo shopkeeper, who supplies a S W  with bread and 
barley ; water brackish. 

Sd June. We marched southerly over a hilly rough road, with ravines, 
and halted at eighteen miles, at Shobtooran. Hei-e we procured bread and 
barley for the horses ; but the water is bad. 
, 4th Jtme. We moved at five a. m. descending sand hills south-westerly ; 
at f ist  the road lay through deep sand, afterwards over a hard flat ; no 
water ; at twenty-four miles Pooshti Baddam, a large vlllage, at which s u p  
plies of every kind are abundant. 

5th June. Our march this day was southerly, with a gentle ascent; at  
five miles a stream of water. In the evening wc halted at Illahabad, four- 
teen'miles from Pooshtd Baddam ; this village is situated in the desert, has a 
new Surae', and supplies are procurable. 

6th June. From Illahabad to Sahganna, a short stage of ten miles ; there 
is no Surat here, but grain, and good water are p l e n m .  

7th June. From Sahgatma to Rezab, along a narrow road winding over 
mall hills, mountains close on our right, and to the left distant five miles ; 
at eight miles we arrived at Rezab, a good Surd, with grain and forage; 
water bad. 

8th June. March south-west ; at fourteen miles entered a dry river bed, 
- winding between hills, that spring from an immense range of mountains, 

which runs east and west ; at fourteen miles we found water; we then as- 
cended a steep intricate path, among and over rocks, to Kharanee, which is 
twenty miles from Sahganna: here is a good Sur& bread, grain, and 
forage abundant, the water the same, but brackish. 

9th June. We marched from Kharanee southerly between rocky moun- 
tains, about a mile distant on each side ; at six miles the route tends south- 
east over a little plain ; at twelve miles there is a cistern of good water. 
Here the mountains diverge on the right ; at seventeen miles the road is stony 
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.ad bad ; at twenty miles enter a m d y  desert, nngc of mountains on tbe I& 
running off acrosa the randy plain ; at twenty six milt- the city of Yezd. 

From Chardih to Kulbut, Karwans go in two stages ; thc sccond is tedioua 
and no water ; thcnce it is eighteen miles to Shootooran, with plenty d' water ; 
the fourth stagc to Pomhti Baddam is a very long onc, whence to Yezd is five 
easy marches, wcll s~rpplicd with water and forage. A honeman wdl 
mounted, will, howcvcr, travel from Kulbut to Yczd in six days. The mad 
all the way from Heerat to Yezcl has suffercd tiom the former incumions of 
the Oozbucks, who ravaged the country, and destroyed the reservoirs for 
containing rain water. The distancca arc : 

Khatf . . . . . . . . . .  117 miles. 
Chardih . . . . . . . . .  910 
Yczd . . . . . . . . . .  13 1 - 

478 miles. - 
Yezd is a very large and populous city, situated on the edge of a lundy 

desert, contiguous to a range of' mo~lntains running cwt and wmt. It is 
cdlcd the Diu-ool Ibadut, or scat of wonhip, but with mom propriety 
might Ic tcrmd thc Lhr-ool Arnanut, or scat of safcty, wtuch is applicd to 
Kirman ; as it is cclcbrated by dl merchants, for the protection ILtronlcui to 
spcculmtors, and the security of its illhalitants and thcir property. It is the 
p n d  mart bctwctnn Iiindoostan, Khorurul, liiplad, mci Penis  and is said 
to a ylacz of prtntcr tradc tlun m y  otl~cr ia the lnttcr rnipirv ; the h z a r  
is cxtc11sis.c a~iti well supplit-l : the city rontairu trcnty thousand hcn1.q 
tn~iilt3 thrnc of tho <;uCbri-s, or aricicnt I'cr5i;uu. who nrc nurlroncd at four 
dlo114;lnd ; t l l c ~ v  am ill1 indu5trious race, tliou~h wily oppn=xml, k ing  taxcd  
rt tat-nty-fi\.c nllwc- a hrlul, lnaitlcs vruio~l* ot11c.r Incans of extortion, which 
thc Penim pvcmnlcllt p*(-w- ; the rcvrnuc paid to thc Ling fnnn 
Ycztf. is t h m  hm of nip- ~rrrrly. 

Yczd being situatcd in a mcly plain, it pmlucm little of itaclf, and that 
too with i~ltirlite ldm~rr ; a tract ot' prdcru  and orctrards hu h v n  cul- 
ti\atcd n1.s tlic b . 1 ~  of tllc hill\ whcrc very tinc npricotn md mclonr am 
prawn. Thc mnnuf;~~t~m.s of' Kurb ant1 .4lulltw (two wrts of silk cloth) am 
nlrlwrior to any of thc kirltl in I'cmir ; t l~c  Guebn-s also maJcc cxwllc8nt ma 
dirt1 -1ILqr, ;II~L! the SII~IIICIY. or fi.lts, tiOln l.uf\. (a nrndl village within c d t  
mile-,) arc crlrlal to the In-t ~l l r l r l r  at Kinnm. S11cvp thcy bri11g to this p l . ~  
fro111 S i l c ~ r u ,  and gr;t;ll f i on~  Idihan. 'here arc at Icmt fifty thousurd 
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camels in the city ; and a jackass mi here sell as high aa 6fteen tomans, a 
fiReeen pounds sterling ; the city has a mean appearanck, and has once had 
a wall, part of which still remains. 
24th Juw. Laving Yezd this day, I marched westerly dong the base of 

the hills over a deep sandy road. The gardens on either side extend for six 
miles. At fourteen miles I passed through a large village called Eshkidur, 
and winding over sand-hills, altered my course more northerly. At twenty- 
four miles arrived at Yezdawah, a small town, the country around well 
cultivated, and affording plenty of water. 

23th June. Twelve miles to the s m d  village of Myboot, contiguous to 
a range of hills on the left ; to the right the country is well cultivated. Eight 
miles hence is Ardakoo, a large village ; and ten further, the village of TaRa. 
At thirty miles I arrived at Oogda. 

Oogda is a small village of about one hundred and sixty houses, with a 
good SuraC, situated on the edge of a desert between two ranges of moun- 
tains, running north-west and south-east. Here the authority of the governor 
of Yezd terminates. 

26th June. Moved west and west by south, over the desert. At twenty- 
seven miles, the village of Charbashee. There is a gmall Surd here; the 
water bad, but forage cheap. 

27th June. Crossing the hills on the left of the road, at six miles, we got 
good water and fine grazing, where we halted two hours : thence the country 
hilly and tolerably cultivated. At twenty-seven miles halted at Gutchkoo, 
a large village with a Surd  and abundance of every thing. 

28th June. From Gutchkoo moved on three miles between hills, th& 
opened out on a plain, a ridge of mountains in front, about twenty-five miles, 
good road, due west ; at six miles the billage of Mooshkynoon, and three 
miles in advance from it is a Houz or cistern of good water. Thence it b 
nine miles to Koopah, where I halted : a good Surd here, built by Shah 
Abbass the Great. 

29th June. Marched over the plain. A well at every fursukh ; road 
west-south-west. At fifteen miles passed the village of Nadir Shod and at 
thirty miles halted at Nooshkynoon, where there is a good S d  ; it is a 
s m d  village close to a range of mountains, and we had grain and forage in 
abundance. 

30th June. From Nooshkynoon I travelled west thirty miles ; mountains 
at westcsouth-west, distant ten or meen leagues. Here the road en tm 
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among gardens, and nine miles farther I arrived at the palace of the Umeen 
Ood Doulu in. Isfahan. The aggregate distance from Yezd to Isfahan I 
computed to be a hundred and seventy-seven miles. The course principally 
west, and the road good. I had the pleasure of joining Lieutenant Pottinger 
at Isfahan, that officer being then on his way to join General Malcolm 
at Muragha, where we arrived on the 1st (#August, just seven months after 
our deparure from Bombay. 

Printed b A. Smhrn, 
~ c r - ~ u e * 4 - ,  LoDdon. 






